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PREFACE. 


T H E poetry in this venerable book begins 
with the fecond verfe of the third chap¬ 
ter, and breaks off, at the end of the fixth verfe 
of the concluding chapter. Thofe, therefore, 
are the limits of the poem : which prefents to us 
the fhades of an illuftrious character; a great 
and good man in the depth of adverfity, reduced 
to defpair, and complaining loudly of the ways 
of God. His three mofl intimate friends, who 
came to condole with him, very early infmuate 
their uncharitable fufpicions : and, afterward^ 
openly accufe him of atrocious wickedncfs , aa 
the caufe of his affli&ions. Accordingly, they 
exhort him to repentance, that repentance which 
a wicked man needeth, as the only means of hia 
reftoration. By thus defending the honour o£ 
Providence at their friend’s expence, they ex- 
afperate his diftrefs, inflame his paflions, and 
hurry him into blameable exceffes in the jufti- 

A 3 fication 


k PREFACE. 

ncation of himfelf, and in expoftulations with 

his Maker about the reafon of his fuffer- 

ings. He is, however, by wiier management 

in other hands 1 , gradually recovered to a be- 
■ 

coming temper : And at laft acknowledged his 
fault to the Almighty, in the fullelt terms of 
contrition and felf-abafement. With this com¬ 
mie at confeflion the poem clofeth, the defign of 
the poem being then accomplilhed. 

{ 

The moral of fuch a poem, formed on the 
plan of difeoriterit with the meafures of Provi¬ 
dence, and the iflue of that difeontent in fub- 

million to them, is too obvious to {land in want 
of explanation* 

The majefty and fublimity of this divine com- 
pofition have been admired by writers of thd 
firft rank in genius, tafte, and learning b : One 


* Elihu. 

b The whole book of Job, with regard both to fublimity 
of thought and morality, exceeds beyond all comparifon the 
moft noble parts of Homer. Mr. Pope’s Tranjlation of ths 
Qdyjfy) b. xvi. the laft note. 
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of whom, diftinguifhed by his critical {kill ill 
the facred poetry of the Hebrews, is of opinion, 
that the peculiar character of this poem is a cer¬ 
tain air and caft of antiquity c : for the language 
is very old Hebrew, anii the manners are thofe 
of the earlieft ages. It has, however, many 
ether beauties; well known to that fagacious 
judge, and finely illuftrated by his elegant pen d . 
It excels in concifenefs, force, and fulnefs of 
expreflion, in mafterly painting both of the vio¬ 
lent and tender paffions, in moving represen¬ 
tations of human life, great powers of deferip- 
tiori, and the noble Simplicity of its theology 
and ethics. 

The Scripture poems are, for the moft part, 

written in ftanzas of two lines in ihe fame 

metre ; and the fecond verfe of the ftanza is, 

very often, little more than a repetition, in dif- 

\ 

ferent terms, of the fentiment exprelfed in the 


c Letter to the Right Reverend Author of the Divine 
Legation of Mofes , by Dr. Lowth. 

d De Sacra Poefi Ilebraorum* 

firftj 
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PREFACE, 


firft. This external form of the hebrew poetry 
may be taken off in our ftanzas of eight fyllables: 

Rife up, Balnk, and hear : 

Hearken unto me, thou fon of Zippor. 

Num. xxiii. 8> 

Rife, Balak, king of Moab; hear 

The voice of my prophetic fong : 

Great Zippor’s greater fon, revere 

God’s awful meflage in my tongue. 

This mode of poetical compofition was agree¬ 
able to an oriental tafte. But in a poem of con- 
fiderable length, a frequent famenefs of thought 
and uniformity of cadence would, probably, dif- 
guft both the underflanding and the ear of an 
European. The glory, however, of the hebrew 
poetry, its aftonifhing power of fentiment and 
di&ion, may furely be transfufed into our englifh 

metre of ten fyllables commonly called heroic 
meafure : In that form, if the tranflator has fome 
fkill in the hebrew language, and is in fome de¬ 
gree 
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gree matter of the force, variety, and fweetnefs 
of englifh numbers, it mutt appear with greater 
advantage than in profe. The original itfelf, if 
it had been written in profe, would have ope¬ 
rated with lefs energy ; its effect upon the mind, 
therefore, can be only emulated by a poetical 
vertton. 

Whether the tranflation now offered to the 
Public, is executed with thefe advantages; and 
reflects not only the fenfe of a difficult writer, 
but the beauties of a great poet, is fubmitted to 
thole whofe learning and tafte render them com¬ 
petent judges of both. 





ADVERTISEMENT. 

The following remarks will be more intelli¬ 
gible, if the reader will pleafe to lay before him 
our public verfion of this book, to which they 
are adapted. 
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Chap. 

I. 

Ver. t. rx^HERE liv’d an Arab, of diftinguiflfd 
X fame, 

In Idumean Uz ; and Job his name : 

Of fpotlefs manners, with a foul fmcere, 

Evil his hate, and God alone his fear. 

2. Seven 


The narration in this, and the following chapter, contains 
the materials of the Poem. Several of the incidents, and 
indeed the whole {lory, might have appeared, with advan¬ 
tage, in the drefs of poetry. They could not, however, 
make a part of the poem, without destroying the fmglenefs of 
its plan. Thefe two chapters, therefore, are cut ofF from 
it, by being written in profe : as likewife are, for the fame 
reafon, the laft cieven verfes in the book ; which compleat 
the hiJiory of this extraordinary mam 

Ver. 1. Uz] A territory in the land of Edom a . The 
land of Edom was a portion of Arabia Petriea, lying between 
Egypt and the fouth boundary of Paleflinc b . Hence it is 

rcafonable 


3 Lame mat. iv. 21. Bp. Lowth, in his admirable Pm’kSfiovci 
de facra pufi llcbr<£Grum> p, 414, Sec. 8 vo , has well fupported this 
geography of Uz ; and anfwercd the objections to it. 

b Exod. xiii. 17, Numb. xx. 14, 17. xxxiv. 3. Rclana’s 
talajlina^ vol, i. 66. Arabia Petrrea is a rocky country con- 

J3 tilting 
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THE BOOK OF JOB. Chap.I. 

2. Seven fons his patriarchal fway rever’d. 

His houfhold cares three beauteous daughters 

cheer’d. 

3. His flocks in thoufands brows’d, his camels fed 
In thoufands ; o’er his fertile paftures fpread. 

In beeves, and beafts of more ignoble ftrain. 

In rural magazines, and ruftic train, 

His mighty opulence no rival found. 

Among the princes in Arabia’s bound. 

4. On the glad feafon of each natal day 
Sweet friendfhip call’d, the brother friends obey: 

The 

reafonable ,to imagine, that Job was well acquainted with 
Egypt: Hence, alfo, we may account for the mention of 
the Jordan in the poem c : The Eupbratet , doubtlefs, would 
have been thus honoured, had Job lived in Arabia Deferta 
near the banks of that river; as many have fuppofed. 

Ver. 3. Three thoufand camels ] The Arabs ufed thefe ani¬ 
mals in war d , in their caravans, and for food e . One of 
their ancient poets, whofc hofpitality grew into a proverb, 
is reported to have killrj yearly in a certain month ten 
camels every day for the entertainment of his friends e . 

Of all the men of the eajl] The land of Uz, where Job 
dwelt, lay fouth of Paleftine : But it was in Arabia Petraa : 
And as a conftderable part of Arabia Petraea formed the eall- 

ern 


filling of mountains, valleys between them, and handy plains. It 
lies between the two gulfs ui the Red Sea, and extends away 
to the eaft of the Dead Sea and the River Jordan, (Pococke's 
Defcription of the Eaft y vol. i. p. 136.) No tillage, no grafs in 
all this country. (Ibid. p. 137.^ The mountains are rocks of 
granite marble, mount Sinai being about the centre of them. 
(Ibid,) The vallies are the beds of torrents in winter, but dry 
in fummer. Ibid. 1.0. 

c Chap, xl. 2 3. 

d Vid. Schukens’ Excerpn 1 from the Arabian Anlbolcgia, 
p. 31 n. 

• Pocock ; Speeim. bid. Arab, p- 3^3, Togr. p. 113. 

7 
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Chap. I. THE BOOK OF JOB. 

The feftal in the birth-day houfe was blefs’d. 
And each fair After came a bidden gueft, 

5. Oft as thefe rounds of focial joy expir’d. 

The pious father holy rites requir’d : 

By due ablutions cleans’d, the filial band 
For folemn facrifice around him ftand ; 

When, rifing with the morn, the prieftly fire 
Difpos’d th’ atonement on the hallow'd fire. 

For every child a coftly victim blaz’d, 

For every child the fervid pray’r he rais’d : 
tc Forgive my childrens fin, all-gracious Pow’r, 

“ If ought difpleas’d thee in their mirthful hour : 
“ If fome loofe moment’s gaiety of heart 
“ E’er faid to piety and God, depart. 

6. Now 

ern boundary of Paleftine, it was natural for a Jcwiftt hifto- 
rian to denominate all the Petrsean Arabians, men of the eaji . 
Bp. Lowth has alfo fhown, that all that tradr of land which 
was between Egvpt and the river Euphrates, was called the 
eaj}, He remarks from Mr. Jofenh Mede, that the Ifraelites 
learned this plirafeoJogy while they fojcurned in Egypt f . 

Ver. 5. turfed God in their hearts ] It (hocks credibility, 
that this excellent father fliould conceive fo grofs a fentiment 
of his amiable children. He was only apprehenfive, leaft, in 
the gaiety of a feftival, they had let loofe their minds from 
the refiraints of religion. The word conftantly fignifies to 
blefs \ It was the term of compliment between friends at 
their meeting, and at parting 11 : In the latter ufe of it, it 
anfwered, as Bp. Lowth obferves, to our englifh phrafe fare 

you 


r Letter to the author of the Divine Legation , p. r8. 
g In l Kings xxi. M. it is rendered to blafpbeme: Naboth did 
hlafpheme (renounce) God and the king : that 13, he had fpoken. 
words which imported a renunciation both of his religion and his 
silegnnce. Sec the note of Schuiicns on Job i, 

L Gen, xlvii. ie. II San. xix. 39. 

li 3. 
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THE BOOK OF JOB. Chap. I. 

6. Now, on a day in heav’n, before the throne 
Supreme th’ angelic miniftration flione, 
Jehovah’s high-born fons : Among them (lands 

7. Satan, of whom the fovereign voice demands j 
From which of my dominions art thou come ? 
From earth, he anfwer’d, licens’d there to roam : 
Afliduous in my office, I have run 
Through all its peopled climes from fun to fun. 

8. Accufer, haft thou mark’d with hoftile aim 
My fervant Job *, on earth a matchlefs name, 

Of blamelefs manners, with a foul fincere. 

Evil his hate,*and God alone his fear ? 

9. Th* accufer anfwer’d : Is the fervice free, 
Rewarded with fuch ample hire by thee ? 

10. Is 

you well: And probably, like that, came to be nfcd in a bad 
fenfe, for renouncing an acquaintance . This paffage, therefore, 
might have been turned, and have hidden farewel to (or re¬ 
nounced) God in their hearts . 

Ver. 6—12. Now there was , &c,] This is not hiftory; 
but a piece of allegorical feenery, fomewhat refembhng the 
councils of the Gods in Homer. The noble inftrudtion, 
which it veileth, is ; that God governs the world by the in- 
ftrumentality of fecond caufes, that the evils of human life 
are under h:s diredtion, and that the afflictions of good men 
are appointed by him for the illuftration of their virtue, and 
advancing, by that means, the honour of religion. 

Ver. 6. Satan ] Job himfelf, and the other human fpeakers 
in the poem, conftantly reprefent his calamities as the imme¬ 
diate act of God. They, therefore, had no idea of this evil 
being, nor of his agency in human affairs : He is never once 
mentioned throughout the poem. 

Ver. 7 . going , &c. walkings d5V.] Thcfe exprefflons mean, 
in the Hebrew idiom, vigilant execution of a miniftry, or 
efflee, Zecb* i. 10, 11. 


3 
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Chap. I. THE BOOK OF JOB. 

10. Is not himfelf, his houfe, his all, fecur’d 
From harm ; within thv providence immur’d ? 
Profper’d by thee, his wealth, increafing ftilJ, 
Flows from a thoufand fprings in vale and hill. 

11. Smite now his all, this Teeming fon of grace 
Will, on my head, renounce thee to thy face. 

12. Once more Jehovah : Go, invade his all. 

But at thy peril on his perfon fall. 

Swift from the prefence flew the Pow’r of fpite, 
And prone to earth precipitates his flight. 

13. ’Twas now the birth-day of the eider fon. 

The kindred met, the banquet was begun. 

14. When, 3 o, a fervant, breathlefs, pale with fear. 
Bare heavy tidings to the mailer’s ear: 

Thy afies graz’d, thy heifers turn’d the ioil, 

15. Sabean robbers flew upon the fpoil: 

Thy faithful flaves lie flaughter’d on the plain, 

I, only I, to bring the tale remain. 

16. Him interrupt another’s doleful cries: 

The fire of God was darted from the fkies. 

The flocks and fhepherds are confum’d. alone, 

I, wretch, furvive, to make the mifchief known. 

17. A 

Ver. 11. he zvill curfe thee , &C.J he will renounce thee to thy 
face The plirafe is ftron^er than in ver. 5. curfed God in 
their hcarti. It importeth here an utter and public renun¬ 
ciation of religion as a vain tinner. 

o o 

Ver. —19. And there was, &c.] The calamitous cata- 
ftrophe ddcrihed in thefe verfes, is crowded with events fo 
very extraordinary in their nature and coincidence ; that, I 
confels, it hath more the air of parable than of matter of 
fact. 
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THE BOOK OF JOB. Chap. I. 

17. A third -> The Chaldees, in a triple band. 

Have forc’d the camels to a foreign land. 

I only from their cruel fvvord have fled, 

To fpeak the lofs and how the herdfmen bled. 

18. Worfe mefiage follow’d, follow’d clofe behind, 
The bearer’s look fpoke horror in his mind: 

Thy full- born fon, his brethren, fillers—all 
Were met, and feafling in hk friendly hall: 

19. When rufhing from the wild, a wheeling blaft 
Full on the houfe all ways its fury call: 

Thy 

Ver. 17. The Chaldeans ] Chaldea was, indeed, at a vafl 
diftance from the land of Edom. But thefe were a fet of 
profligates, who followed the pilfering life of the wild Arabs : 
and like them, it is probable, they made excurfions through 
the Arabian deferts ; to any diflance where there was any 
hope o» plunder The Arabs eflccmed it heroifm to make 
long journeys over pathlefs folitudes, in quell of daring ad¬ 
ventures k . 

pH upon the camels ] The Arabs continued thefe praftices 
in fucceeding generations. The firft poem in the Arabian 
Anthologia , publifhed by the learned Schultens, turns upon 
the lofs of ten camels; which the poet h^d fuftained by an 
incurfion of this kind. 

Ver. 19. from the wildernefs ] Some defert eminently fo 
called ; moft probably that deep Tandy defert which lies be¬ 
tween Egypt and Palefline, mentioned by Jofephus and Ar¬ 
rian It was, therefore, a fouth wind which overthrew the 
houfe, where Job’s children were feafling. Zech. ix. 14. 
The 1 +ord God .... JhaU go with whirlwinds of the fouth . 


1 Let the learned reader fee what is offered in the Prttk&ioncs, 
p. 417, towards folving this obje&ion to placing L T z in the land 
of Edom. 

k drab, Anthologia , p. 597. n. 

‘ 1 Yid, Relar.d s ina, vol. 1. p. 59. 
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Chap. I. THE BOOK OF JOB. 

Thy children fmother’d in the ruin fell, 

I only live the fatal blow to tell. 

20. Then Job arofe •, and, father now no more. 
He lopt his flowing hair, his robe he tore : 

Prone to the dull he bow’d his rev’rent head. 
And, worlhipping, with humbleft accent faid : 
Peace every murmur, naked into birth 
I came, and naked fhall return to earth. 

The Lord in bounty gave, but gave in t;ruft. 
The Lord refumes; refuming, not unjuft : 
Giving, refuming, he is ftill the Lord, 

Still be the glories of his name ador’d. 

21. Thus far the blamelefs man his ills fuftain’d. 

Nor one complaint the ways of God arraign’d. 

Chap. 

II. 

V. i. Again the fons of God his throne furround. 
Again th 9 accufer in the ranks was found. 

2, 3. To him Jehovah : erring was thy aim. 

My fervant Job is ftill a matchlefs name; 

Of blamelefs manners, with a foul fmcere, 

Evil his hate, and God alone his fear. 

His virtue ftands, unmeriting he mourns. 

On thy own head thy calumny returns. 

4. Satan 

Ver. 20, 21. and worjhipped , &c.] This was behaviour 
truly fublime the nobleft homage that could be paid by a 
reafonable being to his great Creator. 

Ver. 21. In all this y &c.] This remark, and the repetition 
of it chap. ii. 1, warneth us to expe<ft a very different beha¬ 
viour in the poem, 

B 4 
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THE BOOK OF JOB. Chap. IL 

4. Satan reply’d •, who that efcapes to fhore, 

Will, though his all be wreck’d, his lols deplore ? 

5. Smite but his perfon home, this fon of grace 
Will, an my head, renounce thee to thy face. 

6. God anfwer’d : lo I yield him to thy will; 
Licens’d to wound, at thy own peril kill. 

7. Swift from the prefence went the Pow’r of fpite. 
And prone to earth precipitates his flight. 

Job inftant felt the cruel foe, all o’er 
Smitten with boils and Hung at every pore. 

8. Down 


CHAP. II. 

Ver. 4. fin for fihij &c.J This proverbial form of fpecch 
might have, among the Hebrews, fufticicnt dignity for profe. 
But it appeared to me too humble for verfe. I have, there¬ 
fore, in my tranflaf.ion, changed it into another ; which, I 
think, exprcfTeth its meaning. 

Ver. 5. he will cttrfe thee , &c.] See the note ch. i. 11. 

Vcr. 7. with fore boils ] This was one of the plagues, with 
which the Egyptians were fmitten m . It was frequently the 
firh ftage of a leprofy n . According to the great Dr. Mead 
it was that fpecies of leprofy, which had the name of Ele- 
phantiafLS, the elephant difeafe \ fo called from its fwelling the 
mouth, legs, and feet to an enormous fizc, although the 
body at the fame time was emaciated, The very bones, he 
adds, are injured by it. The learned Michael is ’ lays, c< it 
is an univerial ulcer *, an exceedingly foul, painful, and nau- 
f^pus diftemper. Tliofc who were affected by it, are faid to 
have been weary of life, and to wifh and hope for nothing 
fp much as death : It made them impatient, p/.flionate, dif- 
cpntente^l with every thing, wild and defperate.’* 


“ Exod. ix. 10, 11. n Levit. xiii. 20. 

? Medicu Sacra , Stack's trarfation, ch. i. p. 1 j, ii, 20, 
f Not, hi Lovctbi Preeled, p. 202, 20j. 
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Chap.II* THE BOOK OF JOB. 

8 . Down in the duft he fat, in humble fign 
Of forrovv paflive to the will divine. 

5. ’Twas then, the frail companion of his care 
Wounded his foul with words of wild defpair: 
What, ftiil a faint ? go on, and cringing low 
Praife hiiii once more, and feel his mortal blow. 

10. Doft thou (he faid, and call a tender look 
While zeal deliver’d its fevere rebuke,) 

Even thou thus rafhly fpeak ? in luch a ftyle, 

Let a blind paganefs her gods revile. 

Jehovah’s 

Ver. 8. a pot-Jheard ] This was a part of the kitchen fur¬ 
niture, and an utenfil of the hearth in thofe d?iys of fimpli- 
city But the action, here defcribed, feemed to me too low 
to be admitted into englilh heroic verfe. 

be fat down amotig the ajhes ] Sitting down on the hearth, 
and like wife fprinkling duft upon the head, were ancient 
rites of mourning r . 

Ver. 9. curfe God , &c.] The tranflation might have been 
bid farewcl to , or renounce God , &c. there will be, however, 
more poignancy in the fpeech, if we retain here the proper 
meaning of the Hebrew term as in ch. i. 21, bhfs God and 
die ; a fevere farcafm on thofe admirable words of devout 
adoration, biffed be the name of the Lord. The rafhnefs of 
th is poor diftrcfled Lady cannot be altogether excufcd : But 
candour will make favourable allowances for the frailty of 
her fex, and the feverity of her trial. 

Ver. 10. the foolifh ] fo the Hebrews ftyled idolaters, Pf. 
lxxiv. 18. The Heathens, when any misfortune bcfel them, 
were wont to revile their Gods : Thus, in Homer, Achilles 
and Menclaus blafpheme Jupiter 1 * * * 5 . 


1 Ifaiah xxx. 14. 

r Among the Hebrews, II Sam. xiii. 19. Ifaiah lviii. q. lerem. 

vl 26. Thefe cuitoms obtained alfo among the ancient Greeks: 

Odyff. vii. 153. xxiv. 315. 

5 11. i. 353. iii, 365. 


IO THE BOOK OF JOB. Chap. II. 

Jehovah’s hand divides our portion dill; 

Shall we embrace his good, and not his ill ? 

Thus far the patient man his lips reltrain’d 
From fin, and firm in every lhock remain’d. 

i 

11. Lamenting fame now haflen’d from his place 
Tcmaiiian Eliphaz, of Shuah’s race 

Bildad, and Zophar of Naamah’s line : 

Thefe, guided by the voice of friendfhip, join j 
Then fpeedy to their fuff’ring friend they go, 

To mingle tears, and mollify his woe. 

12. H is form now opens to their diftant view, 

But O how alien from the form they knew! 
They fprinkled dud upon their heads, they rent 
Their flowing vedure, and aloud lament. 

13. Then feated near him on the ground, amaze 
Fetter’d their tongues. For feven fucceeding days. 
With mourning rite, their vifit they renew’d, 

But filent Hill. They faw, his grief withdood 
All lenient counfel; for his looks exprefs’d 
Torture, and huge afflidtion in his bread. 

Chap. 

Ver. 11. The Tiemanite] The intimate friendfhip between 
Job and thofe three men implies, furely, vicinity of habita¬ 
tion. Teman, the refidence of Eliphaz, was in the land of 
Edom 1 : the other two, therefore, dwelt, wc may fuppofe, 
in that country, or in its neighbourhood. 

Ver. 13. feven days and feven nights ]- that is, a whole 
week j which was the cuftomary fpace of time for mourn¬ 
ing. Ecclefiad* xxii. 12. Seven days do men mourn for him 
that is dead. Compare Gen. L. JO. 


? Jerem. xlix. 7. 
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Chap. III. THE BOOK OF JOB. 

Chap. 

III. 

2,2.' At length the fufPring man, oppreft with pain. 
Pour’d out his anguilh in lamenting (train: 

And thus devoted to eternal lhame 
His natal day, whence all his forrows came. 

3. Perifli the day my haplefs years began! 

Terifh the night, which hail’d the new-born man ! 

4. Dark, 


CHAP. Ill °. 

The poem opens with that kind of tragical diftrefs, which 
is lofty in its conceptions and highly figurative in its lan¬ 
guage ; which labours for the ftrongeft images, and mod 
energetic words j to exprefs its feelings, and to fpread over 
all objects around it its own gloominefs and horror. A pa- 
roxyfm of fuch violent grief vents itfelf in the following im¬ 
precations. The paflion, however, fublides a little in the 
latter part of the fpeech, and flows in the foft complaining 
drain of elegy. This impotence of mind in Job, fo incon- 
fiftent with his former firmnefs, may, I think, be accounted 
for, in part, from the influence of his difeafe : to which mult 
be added, his not having obtained any abatement of his 
affliction, notwithflanding his fubmifllon j and his fufpicion, 
from the filence of his three friends, that he was to expedl no 
confolation from them. 

Vcr. 1. his day] his birth-day, h<re day denoteth a fpace 
of twenty-four hours : which, for the fake of amplification, 
is in the third verfe divided into its conftitucnt parts ; the 
day, or time from fun-rife to fun-fet, and the night, or time 
from fun-fet to fun-rife again. 

Ver. 3. the day perijh . . . and the night .] The day , by 
being deprived of the light of the fun ; the night, by lofing 


u See the beautiful obfervations on this chapter in Bp. Lowth’s 
Pr&lefiiones, p. 170—175, Svo. Alfo, concerning the different fivAs 
of grief in its different degrees; p. ziz. 213, of the fame admi¬ 
rable book. 
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4. Dark, total darknefs, be that day ^ nor eye 
Of God, all viewing from his throne on high. 

Its revolution heed: nor orient beam 

Revifit, gladd’mng with its golden ftream. 

5. Let Death pofiefs it with his dreary fhade, 

Let ftorm and thund’ring cloud its heav’n invade: 

Let 

tlic light of the moon and ftars : to which circumftances he 
addeth others, to aggravate the horror. 

Inhere is a man-child conceived] He is fpeaking of the night 
of his birth: for he mentions the celebration of its anniver- 
iary, ver. 6. the verfion, therefore, fliould have been, a man- 
child u/as conceived w . The night of his birth difeovered that 
his mother had been pregnant with a fon. The birth of a 
ion was one of the great occafions of feftivity among the 
Arabs : the other two were ; the birth of a foal of family, 
and the rifing up of a poetical genius, in any of their tribes *. 

Ver. 4. regard it] Our public verfion renders it to care for , 
in Deut. xi. 12. A land which the Lord thy God careth for . 

God is here reprefented fitting on his throne in heaven, and 
furveying the univerfe j to fee that all its movements be car¬ 
ried on according to the laws which he has efhiblifhed. Job 
wi/heth that the day of his nativity may be rejected from the 
care of that providence, by which the conliant viciflitudes 
of day and night are preferved. 

The light] The fun. fo the word fignifies in Arabic y . 

Ver, 5. fain it] in the margin, challenge it '; as its pro¬ 
perty. 

the 


It appears, from Gen. iii. 16, that this word includes 
the whole period r Ot prepnani> ; it may denote hrre the termina¬ 
tion of that period in child birth* ns in 1 Chron. iv. 17. 

Some, perhaps, will chufc to adopt fl.e reading which the LXX 
followed, etc** behold a man child , 

* Pocock. Spec Hif. Ar p. tbc, 337. 
y Lock man. Fab. Sol. ct Vcnius . 

z AtTMroiirffaiTo avir.it Thcodot. Svmmachus turns it by a ftitl 
flronger word, avw let it redeem it in l ight of confsin- 

guinity . 
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Let boding figns, from all the quarter’d fphere. 
Trouble its brow, and terrify the year. 

6. That night let darknefs in his realm replace; 
Erafe it from the rolls of time, erafe. 

7. All through that lonefome night may filence reign. 
Nor joy intrude, nor joy-awak’ning (train. 

8 . Curfe 

tlx blackmfs a of the day ] Whatever can be imagined rooft 
di final to make a day terrible and abhorred ; fuch as deflruc- 
tive Horms, lightnings, thundrings, portents, &c. is, I con-* 
ceive, comprehended in this phrafe. 

Ver. 6. darknefs] It is a different word in the hebrew from 
darknefs in the foregoing verfe. We tranflate it chap. x. 22. 
darknefs it felf It there denoteth the utter exclufion of every 
particle of light. 

let it not be joined unto ] The marginal verfion, let it not re¬ 
joice among has ail equal claim, is more poetical, and raifes 
the anniverfary of his birth to the dignity of a public feftival: 
an honour from which he now wifheth it may for ever be 
degraded. 

Ver. 7. fo lit ary, tsV.] That is, let none aflemble, to con- 
verfe, or to rejoice, in that night. The Arabs had their 
meetings for converfation in the night c : and among the 
eaftern nations, in general, the night was devoted to fefH- 
vity d : It is fo Hill among the Moors in Barbary c . 

But Mr. Heath, following the learned Schultens, tranflates 
th is member of the verfe \ Lo , that night may it be fmitlcfs f , 

that 


a triftitia maxims?; an augmentative noun fubfh from 

the verb TJD’ Syriac trijlis fuit : as a. r ve>y cloudy , 

rainy day, from to put up. Jn the Syriac Telia me nt, Matt, 

xvi. rVKTM trifie is the tr,inflation of ruyvx^w luzvr/ng, 
b nrv from mn to rejoice 
c Pocock. in carrn. Togr. p, io 5 , 
d Matt. xxv. 1, &c. 
c Shaw's Travels, p. 20 4 to. 

1 galmud . It lignifies in Arabic a /month, fiinty rock : and is 
ufed, metaphorically, of flocks and camels wnich are become bar¬ 
ren through age. Schuberts* 
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8. Curfe ye that night in horror-moving rhime, 

All ye> whofe proverbs execrate the time 
When wretches, by difaftrous chance milled, 
Roufe fierce Leviathan from his oozy bed. 

5. Starlefs and deep eclipfe its twilight be, 

Still may it pine one glimm’ring ray to fee: 

But 

that isj Let there be no births iii that night: a fentiment 
full of horror, but withal fublime; not too outrageous for 
the fpeeches of one who was defperate g ; perfectly anfwerlng the 
expectation taifed by the ngnal of attention, Lo , and cor¬ 
responding well to the feftivity h mentioned in the latter 
claufe. 

That night be childlcfs; let no human birth 
Break the fad filence with the voice of mirth. 

Ver. 8. their mourning ] In the margin, leviathan . 

Let them curfe it , that curfe the day 
Of thofe who fall awake * leviathan. 

To Jlir up y or awake , Leviathan k , is reprefented chap. xli. 
8 —10. to be inevitable deftru&ion : It was natural to men¬ 
tion fuch a terrible cafualty, in the ftrcngefl terms of abhor¬ 
rence ; and to lament thofe who fo miferably perifhed, with 
moft bitter imprecations on the difaftrous day. Job here 
calleth for the aftiftance of fuch language, to execrate the 
fatal night of his nativity. 

Ver. 9. Let the Jlars , &c.] Either thofe whofe aid he had 
juft invoked, are introduced uttering tliefe execrations ; as 
Schultens fuppofes : or Job himfclf borroweth their ftyle and 
manner. 


s Ch, vi. 26. 

h The Arabians celebrated the birth of their male children with 
fcafts, dances, and fengs. Pococke. Spec . Hijl. Ar . p. 16c. 

1 D’Tny. 1 periphrafis of the future renfe. in the 

Syriac idiom. Vid. SchaaPs Lex . Syr . p. 441. In profe in¬ 
deed, the prepofition ^ is prefixed to the infinitive mood in this 
phrafe ; but was omitted by our author, probably, for the lake of 
the metre. 

fc Ivloll probably the Crocodile. See the notes on Chap, xli. 
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But fee no glimm’ring ray, nor morn’s fair eye, 
Half-op’ning, twinkle on its fadden’d Iky. 

10. That guilty night fulfill’d my mother’s throe. 
And gave me being but to give me woe. 

11. Ah ! why not bury’d in the womb ? or why 
Not favour’d, recent from the womb, to die ? 

12. Why did the midwife-knee the birth receive? 

Or the full pap its fatal nurture give ? 

13. Elfe I had lain, at eafe, in deep profound. 

In peaceful chambers of the cavern’d ground, 

14. And 


Vcr. 10. it Jhui not up , &c.] Nothing could fhew the dif- 
tra&ed ftate of his mind more forcibly, than fuch a fentiment 
as this: His diftrefs had overfet his rcafon. 


Ver. 11, 12. IVhy, &c.] The pathos in thefe interroga¬ 
tions very tnuch refembles the diftrefs, which is deferibed in 
fo natural and moving a manner in Oedipus Tyrannus: 

Iw KiOaipaw, See. Ver. 1404, &c. 

Ah ! why, Cithseron, did thy fhades receive 
Me, or, receiving, not forthwith deftroy ? 

That I had never in the walks of men 
Appear’d ; the haplefs progeny of man. 

O Polybus, O Corinth, &c. 

Ver. from the zz’cinb] in the womb 1 . Jerem. xx. 17. 
Becaufe be flew me not in the wo?nb ; that my mother might have 
been my grave, &c, 

Vcr. 13. For now I fuould have been Jlill , &c.] He feels 
himfclf miferablc : Is it fh'ange, he fhould wifh to be out of 
mifery ■? Can the cleared hopes of future happinefs extinguiih 
tilde juiural tie fires in the Deft of men? Death appeared to 
lorn his only deliverance: Is it ftrangc- that he fhould pallion- 
ately long for that deliverance? that he fhould fpealc of it 
with t rani port ? and dwell upon the idea of this negative 
liappincfs ? 


1 LXX. tv xt iXia. 
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14. And fweetly refted; with a princely train, 
"Whofe burial manfions load the defert plain, 

15. Vain works of Kings! and fill’d with wealth as 

vain! 

16. Or like th’ abortive. I had ne’er begun; 

Or, not lefs happy, ne’er beheld the fun. 

The ftill-born infant’s lot had been my own, 

A namelefs being, and a grave unknown. 

17. O land defir 5 d ! where tyrants fcourge no more, 
"Where chiefs repofe, and ftatefmen’s toils are o’er: 

iS. The 

Ver. 14, See. With kings y &c.] This beautiful panegyric, 
on the grave, contains a fine oblique fatire on ambition and 
avarice. 

counfellors of the earth] This is but another appellation for 
a fovereign, or fupreme magiflrate*; Ifaiah ix. 6, 

defolate places] fcpulchral Grottos m ; fuch as thofe fuperb 
monuments of the kings of Thebes' 1 , which Bp. Pococke 
faw : Or the famous pyramids, fome of which were, proba¬ 
bly, older than the times of Job n . 

who filled their houfes y &c.] their fepulchral manfions. 
If. xiv. 18. All the kings of the nations lie in glory , every one 
in his own houfe. The fepulchres of the kings of Judah had 
great treafure depofited in them ? ; 

Ver. 16. as an hidden , &c.J This refers to the firft of the 
two wilbes ver. r I. why died I not in the womb ? 

Ver. 17. the wicked] let it be obferved once for all, that 
the wicked and the opprejfor are, in this book, terms of the 
fame import, chap. xv. 20. 



m Praeleftiones, p. R7. n. 

n They are cut in the rocky mountains, on the weft fide of the 
Nile; over againft Carnack, the ancient Thebes. Dcfcription cf 
the Eafti vol. i. 97, &c. 

* Greaves on the Pyramids , p. 41. 

P Whifton’s Jofipbus, vol. i. 517. 
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18. The captive’s home, who, dumb’ring on his clod. 
Hears not the cruel voice nor founding rod. 

19. There great and fmall are undillinguilh’d mould. 
And there the flave’s among the free inroll’d. 

20. Why o’er the wretched mull the day-ftar roll, 
Who naufeate life in bitternefs of foul ? 

21. Who wait the coming of the king of fears, 

Who feek the ruthlefs dart his hand uprearsp 
Impatient feek; as greedy mifers toil 

For treafure bury’d in the rocky foil ? 

2 2 . And when the grave appears, with fparkling eyes 
Spring and in rapture feize the blifsful prize. 

23. Why 

Ver. 18. the opprejfour'] the tajk majieri. The account 
given us of the treatment of the chriftian (laves in Mequinez, 
is a lively comment on this paffage : “ Their refpedfive guar- 
“ dian.% or tafk-mafters, deliver them over at night, as fo 
<c many fheep, to another; who is appointed to take charge 
ct of all : who fecures them in one houfc till next morning, 
<c and then they hear the doleful echo of come out to xvork r 

Ver. 20. Wherefore , &c.] Tnefe inquifitive exportations 
arc the beginning of that driving with his Maker, which 
increafes to great boldnefs in the progrefs of the poem. 

Ver. 21, 22. Which long for death , occ.] The utmoft power 
of eloquence is here exerted ; to give us an adequate idea of 
the diftrefs of the fpeaker : five different words, rifing one 
above the other in fignificancy % are employed ; to exprefs 

how 


^ Or driver, chap, xxxix, 7. 
r Account of South-Well; Carbary, p. 115. 
s (0 Port* l° n g f or \ h denoteth the continuance of defire 
under delays of the delired good. Hab. ii. 3, 

c (*) *icn 
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23. Why mufti breathe, who fee no gleam of light; 
Whom God environs with defpair’s black night ? 

24. My daily meal but deepens all my groans, 

And like the burfting fluice I pour my moans. 

25. Ah boding fears! I fufter’d what I fear’d ^ 

Soon as divin’d, the dreaded ill appear’d : 

Still 

how welcome death would be to him. He even falls into a 
rapture at the thought of a diffolution, which fills every hu¬ 
man breaft with horror. The image from avaricious men, 
in fearch of hidden treafure, is aftonifhingly great. 

Ver. 23. JVhofe way is bid J by bis way he means his pre- 
fent condition': which he compares to that of a man, who 
is fhut up in a flrong and dark prifon r ; out of which there 
is no poflibility of efcape. He could neither fee the rcafon 
why God had cafi: him into this deplorable fituation, nor any 
probability of his deliverance from it. 

Ver. 24. before I eat] It is in the hebrew, before u (in the 
prefence of) my meat . The fight of his food renewed his dif- 
trefs , becaufe it was the means of prolonging a miferable 
life : or becaufe, as Mr. Peters ingenioufly conje&ures, it 
brought to his remembrance thofe happy hours when bis chil¬ 
dren were about him w . 

Ver. 25, 26. For the thing which I greatly feared , &c.] The 
cxprelHons are much too ftrong to reprelent the flate of his 

mind 


( 2 ) “£!T dig for ; it fignihes eager perfevering adtivity to ob¬ 
tain what we delire. 

(3) to rejoice: this word importeth a pleafure that haa 
no trouble mixed with it, being a metaphor from a fmooth reed. 

(4) joy, exprefiing itfelf by leaping ; or rather dancing in 
a ring, alter the eallern mode. 

(0 to be in rapture: it is ufed for the vivacity and 

fparkling appearance of the eye. caufed by an excefiive How of 
fpirits, in the war*horfe, ch. xxxix. 21. See the Comment, of 
Scbultens. 

5 ifaiah xl. 27. 1 Lamentat. iii. 7, 9. 

» coram . Vid. Noldium. » Chap, xxix, 5. 
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Still trembling, fufFring, I’m allow’d to know 
No eafe from terror, nor one paufe in woe. 

Chap. 

IV. 

1, 2. The Temanite reply’d : To fpeak our fenfe 
Shall we prefume, and hazard the offence ? 

But whom can filence hold, or doubt fufpend. 

To truth unfaithful or difpleafe a friend ? 

3, 4. Not 

mind in his profperity : He was under no apprehenfions of 
2 calamitous change; Then I faid , I Jhall die in my nejl x ~. 
But upon the fudden definition of his fortunes and family, 
he prefaged, no doubt, fome evil to his perfon : when that 
thing which he feared , came upon him y : his alarms, no queftion, 
were increafed : he dreaded fome new blow, at th : s very 
time, it is likely, he apprehended an addition to his afflictions 
from the unkindnefs of his friends. 

Ver. 26. / was not. See. ] Mr. Heath’s tranfiation is, I 
think, more juft to the meaning of the facred poet: I have 
no mere cafe , my tranquillity is clean gone , neither have I any more 
rejl: but terror comcth. 

CHAP. IV. 

The overthrow of Job, fo nearly refembling the judge¬ 
ments of God on fome notorioufly wicked men, had raifed 
in the minds of his three friends a fufpicion of his moral 
character : His intemperate complaint ftrengthened their fuf¬ 
picion. The following reply kindles a flame of controverfy, 
which fpreadeth through the far greater portion of the poem. 
That part of the difpute, on the ways of God, in Which he 
and they are engaged ; is the means employed by the poet to 
work up his difeontent to its higheft pitch : The other part, 

managed 

a Chap. xxix. iS. * Chap, ii, 7, 

C 2 
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3, 4. Not filch the (train, when grief attentive hung 
On the wife lefions of thy pow’rful tongue : 
Affliction's palfy’d arm was ftrnng by thee, 

The tott’ring ftep confirm’d and feeble knee : 
What numbers, in the conflict half fubdu’d, 
Arouz’d to courage, (trong in patience flood ! 

5. Now touch’d thyfelf, and thine the fuff’ring part, 
Maz’d and unmann’d thou faintefl with the frnart. 

6. Should not thy piety, beneath the rod, 

Infpire a noble confidence in God? 

And 

managed fingly by Elibu, is contrived to remove the embar- 
rafTment, and to prepare hi in for fubmillion. Doth parts 
carry on the defign of the poem ; which is firfi to expofe, 
and then to cure that difeontent. 

This addrefs of Eliphaz has the appearance of friendfhip. 
But feveral ftrok.es, and the tenor of tile whole, too plainly 
Ih e\v, that he fuppofed the afflictions ot his triend to be 
puiufhment of preceding guilt. 

There is an air of majefty and authority in the eloquence 
of this fpeaker, which, I think, clearly diftinguifheth his 
manner from that of Bildad and Zophar. 

Ver. 6. h not this 
into two members, a 

Should n:t thy piety v he thy confidence a P 
And b the uprightnef of thy ziays y thy hope ? 

The 

* In the Hebrew, thy fear: which lignites the fear of God, or 
pictv ; chap. xv. 4. 

a '*7D3- it is ufed for confidence in Ccd, Pf, Kwiii. 7 . 

b Th <: conflruction in the original is cm bn Trailed by the dislo¬ 
cation of the *), and: place it nt the beginning of the fenrence; 
all then becomes clear. Sec a like diilocaiion of 1J for in Plal. 
cxxviii 2. 
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And confcious virtue, by its glorious pow'r, 

.Fill thee with profpedt of falvation’s hour ? 


7. A juft man perifli ? innocence overthrown ? 

Name theftrangeinftance; in what climate known? 
S. But finners thus, if I thefe eyes believe, 

Fit harveft of the crimes they fow receive. 

9. A furious ftorm, th’ Almighty’s angry breath, 
Rufil’d down, and fmote them with enormous 
death. 


|o. At 


The words may be conftrued a friendly admonition to recol¬ 
lect his religious principles, and to fupport himfelf by the 
clearnefs of his confcience. On the other hand, they may 
import that no good man would fall into defpair under afflic¬ 
tion, as he had done. There is an appearance of art in this 
ambiguity. 

Vcr. 7, 8. who ever perifhed, &c.] Thefe exprefflons, alfo, 
may be underfioed as a confolatory argument; to confirm the 
hope which confcious integrity fhould infpire. “ Good men 
tc arc fometimes chaftifed feverelv for their faults, but not 
“ defiroyed : calamities which end in definition ^ are the por- 

tion of the wicked only'.” On the other hand, his mean¬ 
ing might be ; “ calamities like yours being the lot of wicked 
“ men only, fome wickednefs of yours muft needs have 
“ brought thefe calamities upon you. 55 here then we have 
another infiance of artful ambiguity. 

Vcr. 8. They that plow d y &c.] This general proverbial 
maxim is applied in particular to opprejfors ; in Prov. xxii. 8. 
He that foivcth iniquity Jhall reap vanity (mifery) and the rod 
of his anger Jhall fail . 

Vcr. g. By the hlaft , &c.] Definition, fudden, terrible, 
and vifibly from God, is here reprefented by the image of a 
furious tempefi. 


c Prov. xxiy. 16. hi. cxl. 11. 

u At Ocivarw iy.r.uf The plowed field of f,i produceth 

death. yEfchylus, Septum. c. Theb. v. 607. 

3 
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10. At once was ftill’d the rav’ning lion’s roar. 

The fierce black lion’s growl was heard no more : 
One blow difarm’d the weaned lion’s jaw, 

11. The ftrong (tout lion mourn’d his famifh’d maw. 
And perifh’d : The mad lionefs was flain, 

Her whelps were fcatter’d o’er the fandy plain. 

12. But 

Ver. io. The roaring , tec.] His own defarts furnifhed him 
with thcfe apt emblems of oppreflion, in its various kinds and 
degrees of power and rapacity. But wherefore does he Tingle 
out this particular fpecics of wickednefs ; and reprefent the 
vengeance it had brought on fome great tyrannical families, 
well known to himfclf ? Is not this more than an obfeure 
hint, that he fufpedled his friend to have committed crimes 
of this fort; and to be now in imminent danger of pcrifhing 
by them ? 

the fierce lion ] the black lion : fo Bochart tranflates it, ac¬ 
cording to the import of the Hebrew word c . Oppian tells 
us, he himfelf law lions of this colour : and Pliny aflures 
us, there were lions of this fort in Syria. 

Ver. ii. The old lion] The flout Hon. The name in the 
original f denoteth a lion of extraordinary ftren^th. It is the 
fame word that is ufed, Prov. xxx. 30. A lion which is flrongefl 
among beafls . In one of the poems in the Arabian Antbologia * 
it is lfyled a fierce lion : “ We attacked them with the im- 

petuofity of a lion h , even the fierce lion/* 

The flout lion s whelps] The whelps of the lionefs It is 
plainly the fame word which Ezekiel employs, chap. xix. 2. 
fVJwt is thy mother P a lionefs k ; —Jhe murijhct her whelps , ccc. 


c Tor the Syriac black. Ilieroz. p. i. 718. 

f La jh. 

s Publilhedby the learned Schultens, in his edition of Erpenius* 
Arabic Grammar \ p. 321. h Laijh. i 

k N’nS t he points which the Maforites have affixed to it in 
that paflage of Ezekiel, to make it the feminine gender, is con¬ 
trary, as Bochart obferves, to grammatical analogy : for if X’D 1 ? 
had a feminine form, it mull be, i 15 a p ro pbet t 

a prophet rfl % Hicrcz. p. i, 719, 
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12. But hear the word divine, to me convey’d, 
Than pearls more precious, in the midnight fhade \ 

i 3, Amidft: th’ emotions which from vifions rife, 
When more than nature’s fleep feals human eyes. 

14. Fear feiz’d my foul, the hand of horror ftrook 
My fhudd'ring flefh and every member fhook, 

15. For a ftrong wind with rufhing fury pafs’d 
So near, fo loud, blaft whirling after blaft. 

That my hair ftarted at each ftiff’ning pore, 

16. And flood eredt. At once the wild uproar 

Was 

Vcr. 12—16.] This vifion, or fupernatural dream, is in¬ 
troduced with wonderful folemnity : The darknefs of the 
nis;ht, the horror, the whirlwind, the fudden ftillnefs, the 
burft of glory, and the awful voice, are circumftances, which 
of themfelves, and by the order of their fucceffion, have a 
powerful effedt on the imagination of the reader. 

Ver. 12. a thing ] In the Hebrew, a word , that is a divine 
revelation \ Jer. xviii. 18, "The lawJhallnotperijhfrom the priejl 
—nor the word from the prophet . 

a little thereof ] precious irtfiruHion 1 from it, 

Ver. 13. In thoughts from the vifions, &c.J The original 
means fuch thoughts as call the mind into aftdnifhment m ; 
produced by the awful circumftances ufually attending a di¬ 
vine vifion. 

Ver. 15. a fpirif a wind n ; or, according to the Chaldee 
Interpreter, a whirlwind. Chap. xxx. 15. II Sam. xxii. 11. 

If. 


1 Shemcts. the LXX render in extraordinary things. The 

learned Schultens hath (hewn, that in Arabic it iignihe:» a /-ring 
of pearls ; and, metaphorically, a fries of infiruftive fentences. 

D1 Aquila tranfiates it TapAAayai ahallenaiiones ; a 

(late of mind wherein a man lofeth the pofTeflion of himfclf. 

n A firong rujking usind and a dazzling luminous appearance arc 
mentioned by Jamblichus, as ciicumfUnces amending divine 
dreams and vifions. See Le Clerc on Gen, xii, 7. 

C 4 
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Was hulh’d \ a Prefence burft upon my fight 
(I faw no lhape) in majefty of light: 

Voice follow’d, and celeftial accents broke. 
Which in thefe terms their awful dictates fpoke : 

17. 44 Is God arraign’d ? abfolv’d man’s finful duft ? 

44 Lefs pure his maker ? and his j udge lefs juft ? 

18. 44 Lo 

If. xxxli. 2. This word when ufed absolutely as here, never 
means, that I can find, a good angel ; nor yet an evil fpirit, 
except in I Kings xxii. 21. II Chron. xviii 20. 

Ver. 16. It Jlood fill, &c.] The tranflation I apprehend 
fhould be ; On a fudden a glorious appearance " prcfented itfelf “ 
before mine eyes \ but I difeerned not the form thereof: that is* 
he could not perceive that the appearance had any determi¬ 
nate fhape : it was, probably, a cloud of light . 

Vcr. 17. Shall mortal man, &c.] The important inftruc- 
tions conveyed in this divine vifton are ; the abfolute rc£li- 
tude of God, the exceeding imperfe&ion of human virtue, 
and the impiety pf arraigning the juftice of his moral govern¬ 
ment. 

more jujl , &c.J The manifeft defign of Eliphaz, in relat¬ 
ing this vifion, was, to fix a divine cenfure on the latter part 
of Job’s fpeech ; and to warn him againft falling into fuch 
querulous language any more : lince all complaint fuppofeth, 
that the complainant thinks himfelf injured by the party of 
whom he complaineth. 


n 'Temunah, The verb in Arabic fignifies, among other things, 
to reprefenty or ait as fubihtute of, another ; Cr.ftcli. Lex. Heptag. 
The noun is ufed, Numb. xii. 8. for fome glorious 'vijible repre - 
Jcntation of God : wc there render it, fmihtude\ but the Septu- 
tigint, o-da glory. See alfo Pf xvii. u. 

c 13 ^ fi ctlt > Juddenly preferred itfelf Horace ufes fletit in the 
fame manner. 

-dexter fletit- Sat. ii. 3. v. 38, 

As I was about to jur.p into the river , to drown myflfy the philojo- 
P' K ■er d/ei tir.ius juddenly prfenitd hhrjelf at my right hand , 
aajljy ljgniiics to appear juddenly. Luke ii. 9. 
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Chap. IV. THE BOOK OF JOB. 

18. 44 Lo he difcerns, difcern’d by him alone, 

“ Spots in the fanftities around his throne : 

« Nor trufts his noble minifters of flame, 

“ To yield him fervice unalloy’d with blame. 

15. 44 Yet, innocent of blame fliall man be found ? 

44 Tenants of clgy and reptiles of the ground ? 

20 . “ Crufh’d like the moth, thefe beings of a day 
44 With unregarded wafte are fweptaway: 

21. “ Their 

Vcr. j8. He put no truft , &c.] One of the Greek inter¬ 
preters turns it, there is inj}ability ? in his fervants : his angelic 
minifters are not abfolutely perfect. 

he chargeth , &c.j in his angels he ohferveth 1 failure*. How 
much more 1 in them that dwell in houfes of clay y occ. 

Ver. 19. before the moth ] like 1 a ?noth. They are a: canly 
crufhcd, as th.it feeble and contemptible infedt. 

Ver. 20. From morning to evening J They are cut off within 
the compafs of one day : A morning and evening are the 
boundaries of human life. In the firft ages of the world, as 
Mr. Pope obferves, there were no other diftindlions of time 
hut by the light and darknefs ; and the whole day was in¬ 
cluded in the general terms of the evening and morning. 

^ o t o o 

Note on II. xi. 119. fee Gen. i. 5. 



p Symmachus. 

q 'Jasim, LXX. ntwret he noticeth. Our tranfiators render it 
to regard , or notice, v. 20. 

* nbnn- the LXX render it rt fometbing wrong. Sclml- 

tens proves from the Arabic, that it denoteth flip or failure. The 
expreflion is much too faint for the crime of the angels who finned 
and fell from their frit ellate. Nothing more fee ms to be meant 
than the imperfection of the moll exalted fpirits, in comparifon 
with the infinite perfection of the Deity. 

1 n.r - •aouX'jv, Symmachus- quanto magis i Vulg. 

1 bnflar. Yid. Noldiujn, p, 533 , 
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21 . ct Their honours perifti, and themfelves defeend 
“ Fools to the grave and thonghtlefs of their end. 


Chap, 

V. 

L V. 1. Be, now, complainant, the defendant fee. 
Which angel will efpciife thy daring plea ? 

2. Learn, 

they perijh for ever ] they difappear u for ever from the 
World. 

without any regarding /V] The deftrudtion of mankind by 
death is not minded, or regarded, by the reft of the creation. 
This is only a rhetorical way of reprefenting, how infigni- 
ficant a creature man is \ compared with the higher orders 
of beings. 


CHAP. V. 

Ver. i. Call, &c.] call now , verily w there is one who will 
anfwer thee . The learned Schultens is the firft, if I miftake 
not, who obferved, that call and anfwer are here law-terms j 
the former denoting the addon of the complainant, the other 
the part of the defendant, as in chap. ix. 16, xiii. 22. 

Eliphaz confidered the complaints of his friend as an ar¬ 
raignment of providence. He now ironically bids him renew 
tlu charge, and referred! him to the foregoing vifion for an 
anfwer. 

to which of the faints , &c.] To which of the holy beings, &c. 
that is, the angels x . Thofe exalted fpirits know themfelves 
to be fallible : which of them, therefore, will countenance 
thee, in juftifying thy fclf and complaining againft God ? 


u Ahad* they are mi'Ting, or loft. Dent. xxii. 3. which he hath 
left and thou haft found. Job vi. 1 8 . they (the brooks) go into air , 

and dijay fear. 

*' pi ~'cr;ly. So this particle frequently fignifies, as Schultens 
hath .'.''■.■ndaiLijy proved. Vid. Comment, p, 124. 

EL'&Hp. See Efaniel iv. 17. 
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Chap. V, THE BOOK OF JOB. 27 

2. Learn, learn that mifery is the nnilft of fin. 

In mens own bofoms all their woes begin: 
Revenge, or envy, hurries fools along, 

Purfu’d by death, to cruelty and wrong. 

3. Such I have feen with rooted verdure tow’r, 

I curs’d his beauty in its profp’ring hour: 

4. The curfe came fuddeo, o’er his Eden fpread, 
Crulh’d by the public hand his children bled : 

5, 1 Jim (elf, 


Ver. 2—7. For vjratb,Scc.] Herefumes his pnfibou, cm iv. o. 
that men reap what they fow : their fuffering. art the f* 'k of 
their own criminal paflions *. He produced’ another example 
in fupport of this principle : and traceth up the matter to its 
fource in a fixed law of providence, which hath ordained na¬ 
tural evil to be the punifhment of moral. Glnervco by what 
cautious gradations this fpeaker opens his uncharitable judge¬ 
ment of the cafe of his friend. 

the foclijh man—the fdlj ore] Theft are terms, in feripture, 
for impious and wicked men z , marking them as perfons of a 
ftupid underflanding and Induced by their cori ::pt paiF.ons. 
The firfi:, foolijh , is applied by the prophet Zaciunah to an 
oppreflive ruler, cha|>. xi. 15, 16. 

wrath — envy] Thefe pafiions are fpecified, becaufe thefe 
are two principal fources of injuftice and cruelty \ 

Ver. 3. I curfed b his habitation ] I marked it as devoted to 
deflru&ion. he deferibeth the tragical ruin of this wicked 
man’s family and fortunes in the following fourth and fifth 
verfes. 

Ver. 4. They are crujhed in the gate ] The fenate-houfe, 
which was alfo the court of judicature, was over or near the 

gate 


v Trov. i. 31, 32. 2 Pjov, i 7. 32. 

3 Gen. xxxvii. 11, 20, 2S. 1 Sam. xxii. 17—19. livings xxi. 

Pf. cvi. 16—18. 

3 IDpX E zra viii. 20. All of them were marked out by name* 
See alio Ames vi, 1. Mr. Heath , 
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5. Himfelf, a loaden fruit tree, fenc’d around 
Withpow’r’3 tiv-fk u rrors in opprefTion’s ground. 
Was plunder’d : for the thievifh defert pour’d 
Her famifh’d vagrants, and his wealth devour’d. 

6. Think 

gate of the city c , he glances, no doubt, at the tragical end 
of Job's children : though, fomewhat to cover his meaning, 
he /peaks of being cut off by human juftice. 

there is none to deliver ] This phrafe denoteth a calamity 
which is inevitable : it is particularly applied to the judge¬ 
ments of God d 5 and is equivalent to that good old faying 
or Homer, 

-Qfooihv ux aXtx&ou. OdylT. 7f. 447. 

The re is no efcaping from God. 

Vcr. 5. JVhofe barvejl^ &c.] He had compared the opref- 
fivc man of power to a tree , olive or palm, Jlriking root , vcr. 3. 
he now takes up the image again, and extends it; reprefent- 
ing t:-e dcftru&ion of his wealth, by the wild Arabs pillag¬ 
ing this guarded tree of all its fruit, the harveft of a tree 
is its ripened fruit c . he has his eye, I fuppofe, on the incur-* 
fion.s of the Sabeans and Chaldeans related chap. i. 14—17. 

the thorns] th^ hedge of thorns reprefenteth the means of 
fecurity and defence, with which power is armed. 

77 ?e robber r ] The thievifh inhabitants of the deferts j 
Thcfie pilfering Arabs not only robbed the hufbandman of 
his feed-corn, and made depredations on the fields of ripe 
corn, but they likewife treated the fruit trees in the fame 

manner ; 


c Job xxix. ver. 7, &c. xxxi. 21. Prov. xxii, 22. 
d Pf, vii. 2. J. 22. 

c Job xiv. 9. it will bud and bring forth an harveft (of boughs, 
leaves, and fruit) like a young plant . is the bough of ^ 

fruit-tree laden with fruit. Pf, lxxx. 9, 12. • 

The Chaldee alfo renders it robbers . In Arabic, 
■ * • , t 
in the 10th <;onj. is ctprrjjus fuit ; the verb hgniiiea 

to lay hands upon a psrftds whole J'ubftance, Vid. Caliell: Lex* 

Hspt . 


Chap. V. THE BOOK OF JOB. 24 

6. Think not thefe changes from the dull arife, 

Nor feek their origin below the Ikies: 

y. Man is to forrow born, if man offend. 

As furely as the fpiry flames afcend. 

S. Inftead of murmur, with repenting tear 
I’d leave my caufe in God’s all-gracious ear: 

9. Whofe 

manner; ft ripping the vinfcs, for iriftance, of their grapes, 
when they are ripe. See an ingenious book, intituled, Obfer - 
vat ions on divers paffages of Scripture , &c. 

Ver. 6. Although affliflim, &c,] Verily affliction^ &c. Nei¬ 
ther the affli&ions of human life in general, nor the fpecial 
calamities mentioned in the foregoing verfe, fpring from 
chance, or meer human agency ; but from an eftablifhed rule 
of the divine government; as it follows in the 7th verfe. 

Ver. 7. Tet man , &c.] For man> &c. The train of the 
difcourfe obliges us, I think, to underftand his meaning to 
be ; that men are born under a law, which fubjefts them to 
forrow as foon as they become tranfgrefTors. Bp. Patrick’s 
paraphrafe of this verfe is very concife and expreflive : “ Who 
(God) hath made it as natural to man to fuficr (having of¬ 
fended him) as it is for the fparks to fly upward.” 

The fparks s ] fee the note g below. 

Ver. 8—16. I would feek unto God , See.] Having proved, 
as he imagined, that the fufferings of his friend were the 
juft punifhment of his guilt; he now recommends to him 
fubmiilive application to God for deliverance. To roufe 
him out of his defpair, and at the fame time fix the convic¬ 
tion that his downfall was caufed by his fins, he fets before 

him. 


g the other places of Scripture, where 

ccciir-, in the fenfe o l fire, in denote th lightning : the 
the childrencf lightning lliould, therefore, mean its Jfafes;b\\i here . 
they are laid to fly upward ; which cannot agree to lightning, as 
Mr. Peters hath obferved. Moll probably, therefore, the word 
was appiicd to any other flame. 



go THE BOOK OF JOB. Chap.V. 

9. Whofeafts are great, ftupendous, and renown’d. 

Which no thought fathoms and no numbers 
* 

bound: 

10. Who, pouring on the fields his genial rain. 
Turns a burnt defertinto foodful plain : 

11. Who lifts the lowly, from their duft, on high. 
And changes into fong the mourner’s figh. 

12. But vaft difturbance on the plots he flings 
Of fhrewd ambition, and to nothing brings 

13. Its deep-laid policy : He oft has caught 

The wily in the wiles themfelves have wrought; 
And winding craft, entangled unaware. 

Is driven to ftark confufion and defpair : 

14. They 

him, in one blended view, the aftonifhing operations of di¬ 
vine providence \ 

Ut redeat miferis, abeat fortuna fuperbis. Hor. 

*To raife the wretched , and pull down the proud. Rofcom . 

Ver. 10. JVho^glveth rain , &c.] “ In thofe hot climates 
the fpring is of fhort duration : All fummer the earth is with¬ 
out rain : every thing is burnt up, and the fields are turned 
into a defert. But when the autumnal rains fall, a few plen¬ 
tiful (howers produce a fudden refurretflion of vegetable na¬ 
ture ; the paftures are cloathed again with grafs, the trees are 
covered with green leaves, and all things afTume a frefh and 
delightful afpect b .” Eliphaz here alludeth-, I imagine, to 
fuch a great and beautiful operation of providence ; as a 
fitting emblem- of its effecting a like wonderful tranfition, 
from a condition of defpairing affliction to a ftate of profpe- 
rity and joy. 


b Dr. RuiTel’r natural hijlory of Aleppo , p. 13, 14, 


7 



Chap.V. THE BOOK OF JOB. 3( 

14. They {tumble in high noon, and feel their way 
Through perplex’d darknefs, in the blaze of day. 1 

15. Thus innocence he faves from murd’rous wrong. 
The weak thus refcues from the fierce and ftrong : 

16. Thus hope toforrowcomes*, and, dumb with lhame. 
Impiety no more blafphemes his name. 

17. From heav’n’s rebuke what heav’nly bleffinga 

flow ! 

Happy who fcorn not the reforming blow : 

18.O fcorn not thou ; the fame kind wounding hancj 
Its balm infufes, and applies its band. 

19. Then ills on ills about thy path may fwell i 
In vain ! his arm will every ill repel. 

20. In famine fulnefs fhall thy table cheer. 

And war, wide-wafting, fliake his harmlefs fpear. 

21. Rages the tongue of flander ? undifmay’d. 

Walk thou in covert of Almighty ftiade. 

22. When 

Ver. 16. Iniquity Jlcppcth , &c.J Such examples ofthejuf- 
tice and goodnds of providence filence the obje&ions of infi¬ 
dels, and the murmurs of all complainants. 

Ver. 17—26. Happy is the man , See.] As a further motive 
to repentance, he reprefents afflictions as divine remedies ; 
and difplays the bleffings they procure to thofe who are re¬ 
formed. But the description is too high for the ufual courfc 
of things : The fingular care of providence over the Abra- 
hamic family feems to be the original, from which this beau¬ 
tiful picture of felicity was copied. 

Ver. 21. ckjlruclion ‘J ruin by calumny or falfe accufation ; 
as appears from its connection with the fcourgeofthe tongue. 
See Ezek. xlv, 9. 


‘ Shed. 


3 2 THE BOOK OF JOB. Chap. V. 

22. When beaftsof mifchief prowl, with (mile behold 
Thy cluft’ring vineyard and thy crowded fold. 

23. Thy foot fhall be in covenant with the ftone, 
And furious dragons thy dominion own. 

24. Know further* peace thy houfliold reign lhallblefs, 
And all thy councils crown thee with fuccefs. 

25. Know 

Ver. 22. defntSlion k ] defolation y by the incurfions of law- 
lefs men and wild bealls, See Levit. xxvi. 22. Jer. v. 6. 
Ezek. xiv. 15. Pf. Ixxx. 13. 

famine *J extreme poverty, the effeft of the incurfions and 
depredations abovementioned. Accordingly it follows, nei¬ 
ther foalt thou he afraid of the leafs of the earth . Hof. ii. 12, 18. 

Ver. 22 - in league with the fones , &c.] This fublimc figure 
of fpeech may import protection in travelling. The fandals, 
which they wore, were a very flight guard to the feet, in the 
rough and ftony ways of their mountains, compare Pf. xci. 
II, 12. 

the beafs of the field ] In the foregoing verfe he allures fecu- 
rity to his vineyards, &c. from the depredations of noxious 
animals : here he engages for the fecurity of his perfon; 
particularly from the various kinds of ferpents, which infclled 
the deferts of Arabia and rendered travelling dangerous. 
Deut. viii. 15. Pf. xci. 13. Gen. iii. 1. 

Ver. 24. fi)all not fi?i] fljail not mifcarry m . The original 
word is a metaphor from fkilful {lingers, who never mil's the 
mark: Judges xx. 16. there vrere fieven hundred chofen mcn y 
left-handed \ every one could filing Jhnes at an hair-breadth and 
not mifs m . 


k Shed. 

1 Caphan. c. xxx. 3. the word for famine v. 20 is ^y^ which 
fignifies a general dearth. Gen. xii. 10. 

m kuh. a^xyTCLvu} . Jn the proverb cited from An ftotle by Eraf- 
mus > v in his collection ch . 1. 1. cent. 6. prov. f.) txw is ufed 
in th is fenfe, t»; av Oufots upzp toj ; who can nnfis the mark ? See 
Merrick on Pfal. xxi. 34. 


Chap, V. THE BOOK OF JOB. 33 

25. Know alfo, that thy long-extending race 
Shall multiply as grafs before thy face : 

26. And thou all hoary to the grave be borne, 

As to its heap the mellow’d ear of corn. 

27. Thus fpeaks our fearching thought, inftru£tion 

Jure * 

Apply, embrace it, and its good fecure. 

Chap, 

VI. 

1, 2. O for a balance pois’d with equal hand! 

Lay all my forrows there, ’gainft ocean’s fand: 

3. Light 

Ver. 26. grave 0 ] This is the term for the fepulchral grot 
in general ; or elfe for the cells, bored in the walls of the 
fepulchral rooms, in which the coffins were put. 

Ver. 26. 'Thou Jhalt come , &c.] An cafy death in a good 
old age, worthy and refpe&ed chara£ter, and an honourable 
interment, are the ideas conveyed in this rural companion. 

Ver. 27. We have fearched it y &c.] They had, it feems, 
conferred together on the cafe of their friend, agreed in their 
judgment of it, and concerted the plan of their difeourfe to 
him. Job, accordingly, addrefleth his anfwer to them all. 

CHAP. VI. 

Job little expelled fo harfh a conftru&ion of his com¬ 
plaint ; much lefs that his innocence would be called in 
queftion, and his very affli&ions turned, by his molt inti¬ 
mate friends, into an evidence of his guilt. This was too 
much to bear. His reply difeovers the various turns and 
emotions of his mind, on this trying occafion : he apologizes, 
laments p, defpifes % wiftieth vehemently for death, protefts 
his innocence r , defpairs 3 , upbraids l , and fooths He 

apologizes 

* p Ver. 1—4: 1 Ver. 5—7. f Ver. 8—10. 

8 Ver. 11 —13. 1 Ver. 14—27. u Ver. 28, 29. 
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34 THE BOOK. Of JOB. Cha?.V 1 * 

3, Light is the fand whereon the billows roll. 

When weigh’d' with all the forrows of my foul. 
Ah! therefore, therefore, does my boiling woe 
In fuch a vehemence of words o’erflow. 

4. 1 feel, I feel th* Almighty’s venom’d dart. 

His arrows tire my veins, and drink my heart: 

’Gainft 

apologises again, and laments again w . Then turning to 
God, He pleads with him x , complains loudly of him y, ex- 
poftulates with him, and makes fupplicatton to him z . 

Ver. 2, 3. my grief * — and my calamity ] He means his af- 
fli&ions, inclufive of their diftrefflng imprefflons on his mind : 
all thefe he would have to be put together in one fcale, and 
weighed again# the fand on the fea-lhore in the other fcale. 
This is only a poetical and pathetic manner of faying, his 
afflictions were infupportable ; a confuleration which in equi¬ 
table judgement would at leaft excufe his intemperate com¬ 
plaint. 

therefore my words are fivallowed zip'] Therefore my words art 
vehement b . Our Author’s term is a metaphor from boiling 
water that runs over : and denotes exceilivc lamentations c . 

■' j 

Ver. 4. The arrows of the Almighty—the poifon whereof J The 
excruciating pains caufed bv his inflammatory difeale d , may 
be fpecially intended by thefe ftrong exprefflonsj but not exclu- 
Ave of his other calamities'. We may obferve, that poifoned 

arrows 


w Ver. 30. and ch. vii. 1—6. x Ch. vii. 7—10. 

y Ver. 11 —16. 2 Ver. 17 —21 r 

a £^ 30 * Bp* Lowth renders it by calamitas, in his elevated 
tranflation of this paragraph. Pr#left. p. 215’. 8vo. 

b 1 know of no warrant for our public verfion, of this 

word. 

c Schultens hath proved, from the Arabic, that this is the im¬ 
port of the word. See his Commentary. 
d See the note on chnp. ii. 7. 

• Like as an arrow which is Jhot of a mighty archer , returnetb 
not backward : e ven fo the plagues that Jhall be fent upon earth jhail 

net return again, 11 Efdras, XVa» l6 i comp, ver. 13, 14. 



Chap.VL THE BOOK OF JOB. 3$ 

’Gain# me his terrors, fet in thick array. 

War be.Yhd war, unbounded wrath difplay. 

5. Brays the full zebra ? or does nature call 
The beeve to bellow in his fodder'd flail ? 

6 . Turns not the ftomach from th* unfav’ry cate ? 

Can vapid froth a poignant guft create ? 

* 7. My 

arrows were ufed in War in thofe days. The metaphor in 
this pafiage is founded on fuch a cuftom. The Chaldee 
Paraphraft, on Pf. Ixiv. 4. alludes to this practice : For what 
is in the hebrew nvn 10 T 1 (they bend their bow to Jhcot 
their arrows) He renders, 

N2D V«TVU lPItPO 

They anoint their arrows with pci fin. 

The terrours of God , &c,] The thick fuccefiion of his paft 
calamities, and his apprehcnfon of many mere fufFerings kill 
to come, feem to be painted in this high colouring. 

Ver. 5—7. Doth the wild afi , &c.] The flyle here mani- 
feftly changes : it falls greatly below the elevation of the 
foregoing verfes : a clear proof to me, that the poet now 
gafleth to another fubjeft, not capable of fublimity. I think 
he here Jafhes Eliphaz, for his harangue on the blefllngs of 
patience f ; he chara&erifcs the whole fpecch as infipid, and 
highly offenfive ; wanting truth, pertinence, and charity. 

Or loweth the ox> &c.] No wonder you complain not of the 
ways of providence, and have no feeling for me : You are 
in perfect cafe : The very brute animals do not complain, 
when they are fed to the full. This feems to be the thought. 

Ver. 6. in the white of an egg' ) Infipidnefs is plainly the 
idea intended, but it is not eafy to fix the preciie meaning 
of the hebrew words ; which, on the authority of the Rabbis, 
arc here rendered, the white cf an egg 

' Chap, v. 17, & c. 

■ e rn^Vn in. Schultens 1 interpretation is methinkstoo grofs; 
fah'Ua Jemnolcntiar, the rheum which runs out of the mouths of infantt 
and bid men in Jleep, 

D 2 
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y. My foul your cordials loatlis*, as tafle rebels 
Againft the viand whofe corruption fmclls. 

8, 9. O that, indulgent to my earned: cry, 

God would extend his thund’ring arm on high 5 
Unpitiful his flaming trident throw. 

And driving through its mark the mortal blow, 
10. At once deftroy me. In that horrid death. 
Exulting hope fhall fpend my lateft breath : 

For 

Ver. 7. The things, &c.] My foul h refufeth to touch: thefe 
things are like corruption * in my food . The expreflions in the 
firft claufe denote ftrong abhorrence : the other claufe gives 
the reafon for it. by thefe things arc meant, I fuppofc, the 
things which Fliphaz had offered for his convidlion and 
confolation. 

Ver. 8—10. 0 that , &c.] The flyle rifeth again. Reflec¬ 
tion on the unkindnefs of his friends makes him break out 
in a vehement wifti for immediate death : his willi is couched 
in terms of horrid grandeur. # 

Ver. 10. then jhould I yet have comfort ] What comfort? 
not, furcly, the meer fatisfaction of deliverance from his fuf- 
ferings, and confounding calumny by his behaviour in that 
dreadful death. No, but a triumphing hope of felicity in a 
future ftate. The ground of his hope follows, even the 
clear teftimony of his confcicnce : for I have not concealed , &c. 

1 would harden my Jelf J I would exult k . 

For 


h my appetite , as in Prov. xxiii. 2. a man given to appe- 

life, 

1 »n- it ftgnifies difeafe in the human body, Pf. xli. 4. cor¬ 
ruptions, s the difeafe of food. Alio, in Deut. xxviii. 60, 

is ufed for difeafe . 

k Afalledab . LXX. r.Wv/./, », I would leap . The word occurs no 
more. Schukens, guided by the Arabic, makes it a metaphor from 
a generous horfe, who ftrikes the ground with his foot, when 
he is in high fpirits. See his Commentary . 
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Chap. VI. THE BOOK OF JOB. 

For never, never hath my faithful breaft 
The mandates of his holy will fuppreft. 

11. What is my ftrength ? what beckons me to ftay 
Still ling’ring here, and hope fome healing day ? 

12. Is my flefh fafhion’d of unfeeling brafs ? 

My finews ftubborn as the marble mafs ? 

13. In this weak wafted body, can I find 
Recruit from one found vital left behind ? 

14. A friend the forrow of his friend fhould feel. 
Relieve by pity, and by counfel heal: 

Elfe, 

For J have not concealed, &c.] This is the firft time of his 
juflifying himfelf, in direct terms \ and he does it with 
modefty. 

The great Mefliah prophet appealeth to God for his fide¬ 
lity, in fimilar language: Pf. xl. 10. I have not concealed 
thy loving k'nnlnefs and thy truth , from the great congregation. 
Was not Job, alfo, a prophet to his countrymen and lub- 
jedts ? compare chap. xxix. 4. 

Ver. 11—13. What is, &c.] He falls from the heroic 
ftraln, into the foft and tender. His defpair of recovery is 
oppofed to the hopes which Eliphaz had given him. 

Ver. 13. Is not my help , &c.J Verily 1 there is no help for 
me within ire: and vital vigour 31 is driven out of me. he had 
no refource of hope, in any fymptoms of fome ftrength re¬ 
maining in his wafted body. 

Ver. 14, &c. Vo him , &c.] He proceeds to upbraid his 
three friends, with having failed him in his time of greateft: 
need. 

The 


. 1 Dsn certe, omnino. See Noldius, p. 86, and Schultens* 
Comment, p. 90, 124. 

m rvann/ vital vigour , Mr. Heath, it fignifies, fays \\e y fub- 
Jiftentia , aliquid permanent ; fomewhat that is durable and opera* 
tive, virtue in the fenfe of ability* 

D 3 
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Elfe, void of bowels, and too hard for tears. 

No arbiter of human woes he fears. 

15. My brethren fail me, like the floods which roar 
Down the fteep hills wiili temporary ftore : 

16. Thick with the vernal thaw their torrents grow, 
And foam impetuous with dilTolving ihow. 

- 17. Anon, 

The public tranflation of this 14th verfe is, I think, juft 
to the original; and yieldeth an excellent moral inftruttion, 
very proper to introduce the reproof that follows. 

but be ferfaketh , &c.] He that does not fliew pity to his 
afflidted friend, ftands not in awe of that Great Being, who, 
as Sophocles excellently fays. 

Is the difpenfer both of ftniles and tears*. 

Ver. 15 — 20. brooks^ or ^ torrents n . This fimilc is exqui- 
fitely beautiful, confidcrtd as a defeription of a feene of na¬ 
ture in the deferts of Arabia. But its principal beauty lies, 
in the exadt corrcfpondence of ail its parts to the thing it is 
intended to reprefent. The fulnefs, ftrength and noife of thefe 
temporary ftreams in winter, anl’wers to the large profeflions 
made to him by thefe men in his profperity : The drying up 
of the waters, at the approach of fummer, refcmbles the fai¬ 
lure of their friendfhip in his affliction : and theconfufion of 
the thirfty caravans on finding the ftreams vani/hed, ftrongly 
illuftrates his feelings \ difappointed as he was of the relief 
he expedted in thefe mens fritndly counfels. 

Ver. 16. jyhieb are blachijl ), &c.] Thefe ftreams arc firft 
formed bv the autumnal rains : The warmth and rains of the 
fpring , melting the ice and fnow on the mountains, increafe 

them : 


n Sophoclis Ajax, ver. 3S3. 

0 The beds of thofe winter rivers are alfo called torrents : They” 
are deep valiies between high rocks of granite marble. Up. Po- 
cocke law feveral of them perfectly dry, in his journey to mount 
Sinai in the month of April. One, in particular, which he palled 
through, is a quarter of a mile broad. Defeription of the Eaff% 
vol. i. p. 139 — 1 42. 
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17. Anon, the fury of the fcorching beams 
Drains their full channels, and imbibes their 

ftreams: 

18. Short and more lhort the (hrinking currents run. 
Steal into air, and perilh in the fun. 

ig. Parch’d Sheba looks, and Tema’s thirfty bands 
Hope the cool waters in the diftant fands: 

20. They 

/ 

tbemj They then ftifh down into the valhcs, in a large 
bodv of turbid water; and aHume the appearance of deep 
rivers. 

Wherein the fnovj is hid J The fnozv rujheth violently into 
them p. 

Ver. 17. they zvax warm'] they flow q , like a tide. 

Vcr. 18. are turned ajide] arc Jhortcned r . They run fhorter 
and fhorter j as the fun continueth to beat on them, and their 
fupplies from the mountains fail. 

They £$] they afccnd: that is, they are exhaled. Pf. cxxxW 

7. he caufcth the vapours to afccnd . 

into nothing] into empty Jpace , chap. xxvi. 7. heJiretcheih out 
the north over the empty place ; that is, the air 

Ver. 19. Tcma — Sheba* J Thefe were the caravans, that 
went from Arabia Felix with merchandife to Egypt : 

Their 


p pV.fn>. St. Jerom turns it irruet ; which is the very fig- 
nification of the word in Arabic, as Schultens hath Ihown in his 
note on this verfe. 

** It occurs no more. Its fignification both in Chaldee 

and Arabic i s,fuere, diffiuere, efjiuerc . Michaeiis renders it, from 
the Arabic, by the Itronger word cefluare, One of its derivatives 
in that language fignifies a cataract, Lowrh’s PralcSi, p. 151* 
jt. 2. Michaeiis in prelect, p. 75. Caftell. Lex. Lfept . 

1 nsS in Ruth iii, 8. it is ufec} of a man’s drawing up his 
legs in a fright, as he lay on his bed. 

J The troops of Tewa were a caravan of Ifhmaelites : for Tema 
W 33 £ fon of Ilhma^l, "fhe inhabitants of Mecca were Ifhmaelites. 

D 4 i he Lay 
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20. They come*, they vi&w, confounded at their truft. 
Where foam’d their floods, a fmoth’ring vale of 

duft. 

21. Alike my truft in you •, illufion all! 

Friends while I flood, but flatting at my fall. 

22. Afk’d I or gift or ranfom ? or implor’d 

23. Your arm to fave me from the lifted fword ? 

24. Candour is all I afk •, with candour taught, 

I’m mute; I never will defend a fault: 

\ ‘ 

25. Whom fhould a juft rebuke, well-tim’d,difpleafe? 
But what convidtion in harangues like thefe ? 

26. Have 

Their road lay through Arabia Petnea, Job’s country. The 
yearly caravan which goes from Grand Cairo to Mecca, near 
Arabia Felix, pafTeth the fame way. 

Ver. 21 — 29. For novo, &c.] Our great author was matter 
of the various forts of ttyle : He has already given fpe- 
cimens of the fublime, the pathetic, and the proverbial man¬ 
ner. His language now, to the end of this chapter, is plain 
but nervous ; familiar, but not low i in no refpedt injurious 
to the majefty of his poem. 

Ver. 22, 23. Bring unto me , &c.] He fpecifies thefe in- 
ftanccs, as the fevereft trial of friendfhip. The Arabian Poet 
profefleth his friendfhip in much the fame language : 

1 fought for you againjl your enemies : 

J was hound for you , if you were in debt , 
and redeemed you r . 

Ver. 25. How forcible , &c.] Wherefore fhould right words 
he grievous “ f He replies to the introduction of Eliphaz* 
' fpeech, 

^ ^ - — ■ ■ ■ ■ j ■ " 

Sheha t the other caravan, were alfo inhabitants of Arabia Felix. 
The Queen of Sheba was the queen of that country. 

1 Anthologia , p. 577. 

u So our tranflators turn the verb nimratSy in I Kings ii. 8. a 
grievous curfe : that is, exafperating reproaches, compare U Sam* 
*yi. 7* 8. 
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26 . Have ye caball’d for this ? and thou their chief? 
At founds to quarrel, breath of hopelefs grief? 

27. Cruel! you wound the fatherlefs; you bend 
The bow of fatire at your bleeding friend. 

28. O come, vouchfafe to view me-, can you trace 
Guilt’s evident confufion in my face ? 

29. Review my plaint, nor call rebellion mine \ 
A^ain review, its innocence will Ihine: 

o 

30. Was fin upon my tongue ? yet moral fenfe 
In me too dull to notice the offence ? 


Chap . 4 


fpcech, If v:e effay to commune with thee y wilt thou he grieved? 
Words here mean reproof w ; and right fignifies juft and fea- 
fonahle: for in thofe two qualities the redlilude of reproof 
confifts. 

what doth your arguing , &c.] What guilt does it convift 
me of: 

Yer. 27. You dig a pit for your friend ] You fet upon your 
friend *. You wound his reputation ; and endeavour to make 
him odious, by inlinuating that he is wicked. 

Ver. 28. be content , See.] he plcafed to look upon me ; I alfo 
look you in the face y : am I guilty 7, ? Do you perceive any 
fgns of guilt in my countenance ? 


w Prov. xxix. 19. A feruant will not be corrected by words : that 
is, reproofs. 

x rra- In the fecond conjugation in Arabic it fignifies 
impugnavity to fet upon; alfo to render detef able, Caftell. Lex, 
Hept, 

1 D 3 U 3 Sin LXX. t'uriGte'l'US 'SJCQO’UTra v/jiuv, 

2 h fignifies to be guilty in Prov, XXX. 6, and a faffs 
matter in Exod. xxiii. 7. is a bad caufe . 
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Chap. 

VII. 

i. What elfe but forrow is the time of man 5 
A hirelings life his predetermin’d fpan ? 

1 . As the tir’d Twain pants for umbrageous eve, 

To reft from labour and his hire receive j 
3. So I — but I am deftin’d to fuftain 

Long months of woe, and tedious nights of pain : 

4. Laid 


CHAP. VII. 

Ver. 1—6. Is there not y &c.] Thcfe verfes appear to me 
in clofe connexion with the Iaft veife of the preceding chap¬ 
ter: He had there faid, zvas ibere iniquity in my tongue , &c. 
He could perceive nothing criminal in his wiihing for death. 
He now argues, that the common afficiions of life would 
juftify fuch a wifh j much more his iniupportable lnhery. 

Ver. 1. an appointed time a ] that is, an appointed time of 
a®‘uftion b : fo the word fignifies in Dan. x. 1. compare 
ver. 14. 

Ver. 2. a feruant—an hireling] The two terms are to be 
joined, an hireling fervant ; or labouring man. he reafons 
from analogy: reft and wages are the juftifiable defirc of the 
wearied labourer; eafe and death equally fo of the miferable. 
The comparifon is carried no further, as the judicious SchuU 
tens hath obferved. 

Ver. 3. So — ] He was going to fay, So I pant for death : 
but recollefting that the comparifon bore no proportion to 
bis cafe, he breaks off abruptly ; and expatiates on his own 
peculiar fufferings. So —but alas ! I am made to inherit , &c. 


The verb both in Syriac and Chaldee is •voluit ; and 
is ufed of ihe will and appointment of God in Dan. iv, 17. 
J3fb. 14, 

* The feptuagiat verfion js, ctifaTvfin a frial t 
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4. Laid on my pillow, foon I wifh to rife ; 

O when will midnight gloom forfake the ikies ? 

I tofs from fide to fide; and toiling ftill 
Morn eyes me, as ihe climbs her eaftern hill i 

5. A mafs of putrefaction ihrowded o’er 

With ulc’rous wounds, and worms, and dirt, and 
gore. 

6. My 

Ver. 4. and the night be gone"] but the nighty or rather the 
eve'iin?^ is prolonged c . Time teems to a perfon in pain, and 
diftrcls to move ver/ ilowly. 

Ver. 5. my fiejh^ &c.] fee the note on chap. ii. 7. What 
a tragical object is here prefented to our view ! a living 
corpfe. Air. Alaundrell, in his defcription of the ten lepers 
whom he law at Sichem in the holy land, remarks ; u The 
whole diftemptr indeed, as it there appeared, was fo noifome ; 
that it might well pafs for the utmofl corruption of the hu¬ 
man body on this fide the grave.” 

with ivorms J ] Whether the elephaniiajis y Job’s difeafe, is 
attended w ith this dreadful fymptom ; I muft leave to the 
determination of the faculty. The diltemper with which 
Antiochus Epiphnnes was fmitten feems parallel, in fcveral 
particulars, to that of Job : “ A pain of the bowels, that was 
remedilefs, came upon him, and fore torments of the inner 
parts : So that the worms rofe up out of the body of this 
wicked man, and while he lived in forrow and* pain, his flefh 
fell away, and the filthinefs of his fmell was noifome to all 
his army c .” 

clods of dujl ] or dirt, for want of bathing ; which is fo 11c- 
ceflary, and fo much practifed, in the ealt, to keep the body 
clean. There is, however, no authority, but that of the 
Talmud and fome Rabbis, for rendering the hebrew word 

clods: 

1 tncidci-d , it Ognifies in Arabic, extendere , et augere auflione continue 
ata : “ I fhoulti not have wifhed that my life Ihould be prolonged,’* 
lays the Arabian poetTograi. Pocock. Carm.Togr . ver. 4^. 

d nmmaby properly corruption breeding worms* Exod. xvi. zo* 

e II Maccabeej ix, 5, 9. Compare job xix. 17, 20, xxx, 17, 

18, 27. 
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6 . My days, alas ! how rapid they have pafs’d! 

* 

The threaded Ihuttle never flies fo faft : 

My web is finiih’d. No remaining clew 
(Such hope were folly) (hall the work renew. 

7.0 

dods: perhaps the verflon fhould have been* the putrefaction f 
*f the grave 

become Lathfom h ] is putrefied , viz. by his ulcers. 

Ver. 6. a weaver’s Jhuttle ] He compares his life to a web : 
the days which compofed it, are the threads: the work is 
God's j who determines the meafure of every man’s life, 
retrofpecfion on time, that is palled awav, makes it appear, 
to a man in mifery, very fwift; and paft happinefs as nothing, 
his days feemed now to him, to have gone off fader than a 
manufacture of the loom. 

they are fpent without hope\ they are confumed without a thread ; 
Or for want of*a thread 1 \ to carry on the work, or to begin 
a new web. he means, there was no hope of the continu¬ 
ance 


or t The vef b Arabic fignifies ebullivit; ebul- 

litio would, 1 think, well exprefs the fermentation of a body that 
is corropting in the grave. Vid. Jntboiogia y p. 365. ver. 3. See 
alio Cattle’s criticifm on this word, in his Lex Hept . 

E Tbe duft is ufed for the grave ver . 21. of this feventh chapter, 
and ch. xxi. 26* They fall lie down alike in the duft , and the 
worms Jhall cover them. See alfo ch. xvii. 16. 

h DtfD*] f**' n *ph. a QXO » which, in the 5th conjug. is ufcd, 
in the Arabic Pfalter, of the putrefaction caufed by ulcerous fores, 
Pf. xxxvii. 5. DND- in Arabic, is rendered by Goiius dilatatum 
fait vulnus, 

1 JHK* St. Jerom renders it by tela, a vseh ; my days are pajfed 
away Jwifter quam a texcnte tela fuccidtlur , than a wib is cut cjf tbe 
loom by tat weaver* 

k through failure, or want of , Prov. xiv. 28. Through 

want of people is tbe defrudion of a prince, 

1 mpn- Schnltens remarks that it fignifies a cord , in Jof. ii. 
18. I may add, that the verb in Arabic imports, to twifi a cord 
•with divers threads ; and that the derivative noun means a thread ; 
alfo, in the Targum on Jfaiah lix. 5, 6. J^p are the threads in a 
fpider's web. 
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7. O think, my life is but a breath: its good 
A flitting vifion not to be review’d : 

8. Shewn to the world; ere men can look me round. 
Thy glance but ftrikes me and I am not found. 

9. A 

ance of his life (though Eliphaz had flattered him with fuch a 
hope) any more than that he fhould live his days over again. 

Ver. 7 — 21. 0 remember, kc.] Defpairing to make im- 
preflion on the hard hearts of his three friends, he tumeth to 
God j with whom he pleadeth for a mitigation of his fuffer- 
ings. His firft plea is the exceeding fhortnefs of life : which 
he expreffeth in a very ftrong and beautiful manner, in this 
and the following verfe. Such a brief exiftence ought not, 
furely, to be made fo wretched. 

wind] compare Pf. lxxviii. 39. and lxxxix, 46, 47 m . 

Jball no more fee good] In the original, mine eyes Jhall not re¬ 
turn to fee good. Life is fo fhort, that it fcarce allows time 
to take a fccond look at the few enjoyments in it. The 
thought is fomewhat fimilar to that of our own great Poet. 

—fince life can little more fupply. 

Than juft to look about us and to die. Ejfay on Man. 

Ver. 8. Jhall fee me no more] The hebrew is , Jhall not gaze n 
upon, or contemplate me. My flay in the world is too fhort 
for men to look me over. 

‘ Thine eyes, &c.] He means not a meer look of obfervation, 
but an effective look : The effect is, I am not in the land of 
the living. What a fublime idea does the Pfalmift give us 
of fuch a look Pf. civ. 32. He looketh on the earth , and it 
trcmbletb. JVhofe look (fays the Apocryphal Efdras) drietb up 
the depths, and indignation mciketh the mountains to melt away 


m PW It might have been tranflated a breath , as in chap. ix. 
J-3. He will not Jujj'er me to take my breath . Alfo chap. xix. 17. 

n * s . t0 1 °°^ attentively on a thing. See Jer. v. 26. 

Hof xm, 7, in the original. 

* B. ii. chap, via, 23. 
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9. A morning-mift, foon vanilhM out of fight. 

Is man, defcending to the world of night 

10. Ne’er to return : his houfe no more will own 
The voice forgotten and the ftep unknown. 

11. O tort’ring thought! I will not now control 
Th’ intolerable anguifh of my foul: 

Give, give, my tongue, th’ unruly paflion vent. 

In bitternefs of heart I will lament. 

12. Am I a flood, or furious beaft, whofe rage 
Thy mounds mull humble, and thy terrors cage? 

13. Ah! 

Ver. 9, iO. As the clcnd , &c.] Man gone into the inviflble 
World, never to return hither, is the fubjedt of the compa¬ 
rt fon : The thing, to which he is in this regard compared, 
is a cloud that is vanifhed : unfubftantial in its compofition, 
tranfient in its duration, it difappears, and is never more feen. 
He alledges this as another reafon, why his exigence here 
fhould not be made miferable. 

to the grave'] Shebl , the world of death, or the invifible 
world : See the Appendix to thefe notes Numb. II. 

He Jhall return , &c.] This fentiment, and the afFe<£ling 
manner of exprelling it, fpreads a folemn fadnefs over the 
mind of every thinking reader. 

Ver. 11 —16. Therefore, &cz.] The foregoing reflections 
call him into an agony of impatience : he lofeth all felf-com- 
mand ; and refolves to give his tongue full liberty to expof- 
tulate with his maker on this ufage of him. Thus his driv¬ 
ing with God gradually increafeth. 

Ver. 12. Am la fea or a vjhale , &c.] He complains, that 
God treated him as though he were fojne furious tyrant; 
whom the moft fevere inflictions mult reftrain from break¬ 
ing the bounds of juftice, and fpreading deftru£tion among 
mankind. * 7 
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13. Ah ! whenfoe’er my aking eyes I clofe^ 

And hope the anodyne of fweet repofe; 

14. Dream, on thy errand fent, dire forms uprear S, 
And lhakes my foul with vifionary fears: 

15. Death 

a fed] The Hebrews called any large body of water a fea 
Their prophetical writers gave this appellation to the river 
Nile * j fo did the Arabians r . The learned Michael is • thinks 
that by the fea here Job meant the Nile ; which though it 
be the caufe of Egypt’s fertility, by its overflowing the lands, 
yet when it rifes beyond a certain height becomes an inun¬ 
dation 1 : It then does great damage, by carrying away large 
portions of the banks, deftroying fometimes towns and vil¬ 
lages near to it “ ; and by not retiring at the proper time for 
lowing the corn w , threatens a famine. 

a whale] rather, perhaps, a crocodile . The author's word 
is tannin . It muft mean here fome terrible animal, which 
but for the watchful care of divine providence would be very 
deftrudtive. Our tranflators render it the dragon in Ifaiah 
xxvii. 1. where the prophet gives this name to the king of 
Egypt : he Jlmll flay the dragon , that is in the fea . The fea there 
is the river Nile, and the dragon (tannin) is, I Ihould think, 
the crocodile . Compare Ezek. xxxii. 2. 

Ver. 14. thou fear eft me with dreams] Thefe terrifying 
dreams were the efFcdts of his inflammatory difeafe *. If I 
remember right, the account of the Guardaloupe lepers, pub- 
lifhed fome years ago, mentions this fymptom as one circum- 
ltance of their fufFcrinss. 

O 


p The dead fea , the fea of Tiberias t See. which are only great 
lakes. 

3 Jfaiah xxvii. 1. Ezek. xxxii. 2. 

r The Nile is named a fea , fays Michaelis, in the Koran, Sur# 
Yii. 1 2. xx. V'- xxviii. 6. 

* A ot in Preeled p. 1S3. 

1 Pocock. Diiaiptic* of the Ea/?, vol. i. p, 200* 

8 Vanflcb s Prefent State of Egypt , p. 36,. 

17 Pocock ubi ftpr. 

* See the note on chap. ii. 7. 
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15. Death, even by the firangling cord, were blifs 
To breathing in a fkeleton like this. 

16. Behold my putrid frame ; it was not cafl 

A fubftance through whole centuries to lafl: 

O flay thy hand, a dying mortal fpare ; 

The bubble life will quickly burfl in air. 

17. What is this mortal ? that thy lofty thought 
Bellows fuch honour on a thing of nought, 

18. As to purfue him with a jealous eye, 

Vifit each morning, and each moment try ? 

19* How long ere thou refrain ? a while refrain* 

And yield me a fhort breathing paufe from pain. 

20. That 

Ver. 15. my life] In the margin my bones. His fever, his 
pain, his affrighting dreams, and the anguifh of his mind 
had wafted him to a fkeleton. fee chap. xix. 20. and xxx. 

* 7 > 3 °- 

Ver. 16. I hath it , &c. ] I am putrify'mg r, I fall not live 
always \ for my days are a vapour z . he reprefents himfelf as 
a dying man : and urges this confideration as another plea 
for the removal, at leaft the mitigation, of his pains : there 
was no need of thefe tortures to difpatch him. 

Ver. 17, 18. JVhat is man, &c.J Here he alledgcth, that 
it is doing too much honour to man * for fo great a Being to 

employ 


it is the fame word which in ver. 5. is turned, to be - 
come loathfome. loathfomene/s is the fccondary idea: the primary 
one is, the fwelling and burning of the (kin by a fore when it 
fuppurates. Vid. Schultens* Orig. Hcb . v. i. 312. and Comment • 
in Job p. 19Q. col. 2. 

* In fome Greek verfions, arpis, In the Tar gum on 

Pf, xc. 9. it is ufed for the breath of (he mouth : and it ought to 
have been rendered a vapour in Prov, xxi. 6. The getting of 
treafures by a lying tongue, is a vapour tojfed to and fro of them 
that feek death . 


3 



Chap. VII. THE BOOK OF JOB. 49 

20. That I have finn’d, all-watching Pow’r, I own ; 

But can my fins alarm th’ eternal throne ? 

Why am 1 made the objeft to employ 

Thy {hafts? thenuifance,whichthoumuft deftroy? 

21. Why, rather, will not gentle mercy plead. 

Cancel my trefpafs, and my healing fpeed ? 

Left 

employ lo much time, and thought, and power, in animad¬ 
verting on his failures. A perfon in diftrefs catches at every 
£hadow of an argument, to move companion. 

Ver. 20. I have finned , &c.] He acknowledgeth himfelf a 
firmer : for what man livcth , andfnneth not ? But can human 
infirmities afFcffc the fafcty or repofe of God ? This is his 
argument, which none but a diflradted man will think valid. 

what Jhall I do unto thee ] what can I do againji thee a f Mr. 
Heath turns it, what injury can I do to thee s' 

0 thou prefcrvcr of men] rather, 0 thou obferver b of men • 
The character of God as the prefcrver of men, hath no pro¬ 
priety here, where he is represented as an avenger of fin. 

a burden to my felf ] This tranflation follows the printed 
hebrcw text. But the reading feems to have been originally, 
a burden to thee c ; which corrcfponds better with the fore¬ 
going claufe, ivhy haft thou fet me as a mark againji thee ? For 
the fentiment appears to be; “ I am indeed guilty of fai¬ 
lures, infeparable from imperfection : But what crime have I 
committed \ that I am become fo ofFenfive to thee, as to be 
Tingled out for a peculiar object of thy difpleafurc ?” 

Ver. 21. why dof thou not pardon^ &c.j This is his con¬ 
cluding plea : it is a pathetic addrefs to the divine mercy. 


; chap. via. 4, If thy children ba<ve finned againji him (*|^) 
Olympiodorus remarks that the hebrew IS, Ti EoAtC what in¬ 
jury ha ve I done tbee ? 

u LXX. 0 t 7 rtrc£fcr,o<; tov vup tuv that knoojjefl the 

mind of man. The word iignihes in the Ethiopic language, intui- 
tus eji diligenter . 

,‘ W. fo it was in the copy which the Septuagint tranflated 
from, i/.t j-oi pc t Ttov a burden upon tbee . 

E 
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Left when the morrow’s dawning beams appear, 
Thy mercy feek me and I am not here. 

i 

Chap, 

VIII. 

i, 2. Then Bildad his opinion fpoke: How long, 
How far will rage this tempeft of thy tongue ? 

3. Can the Great Source of juftice and of pow’r, 
Who darts the lightning, and beftows the ftiow’r, 
Perverfe his evil and his good apply, 

And blefs and punifti by a rule awry ? 

4. What 

CHAP. VIII. 

Vcr. 1. "Then anfwered Bildad , &c.] Stung by Job’s re¬ 
proaches, but unmoved by his diftrefs, and regard lets of h;s 
protections, this refpondent calls the whole a ftorm of paf- 
fion. With this fpirit he enters upon his anfwer : wherein 
he fupports the principle of Eliphaz \ that all fufrerings are 
punifliments, and neceflarily imply preceding guilt. He ad¬ 
vances, in defence of that pofition, two arguments : the iirft 
is taken from the juftice of God d , the other from the fenti-- 
meats of the ancient fages e . Thele are the outlines of his 
Ihort difeourfe, which he fills up with amplification ' . 

It is hard to fay, what peculiarity diftinguifheth this ora¬ 
tor, and marks the habit of his mind. Had he fpoU n no 
more, I fhould have fet him down for a blunt man of a middle 
rate genius : But it muft be owned, that his fecond lpecch " 
is full of fire. However, we may venture to affirm ; that he 
has neither the dignity of Eliphaz, nor yet the violence of 
Zophar. 

Vcr. 3. Doth God pervert^ &c.] Thefe men had no con¬ 
ception, that, in the government of an infinitely wife Being, 
fufferings might be made to anfwer many other valuable pur- 

polea 

. c Vcr. 8 — 1 3. 

—7. and ver. 14—22. 

7 


d Ver. 3 

f Vw, 4 


e Chap, xviii. 
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4. What if thy children, daring to rebell. 

Juft victims of their own traiifgrefTion fell; 

5. Wouldft thou, betimes, with fervency fincere* 

In humble ftylc, befeech his fav’ring ear, 

6. His ear would liften, and his arm, for thee 
If pure, foon roufe its laving energy : 

A fplendor round thy virtue lie will caft, 

7. Twilight at firft, but blazing noon at laft. 


8. What fpeak our fathers ? Go, I pray, inquire j 
Search hoary wifdom, up from fire to fire : 

9. For* 


pofcs befides thofe of juftice : and therefore, that God might, 
without repugnance even to his goodnefs, lay heavy inflic¬ 
tions on a man of undiflembled piety. But they were to learn 
this truth from the ifi’ue of the prefent affair : and to teach 
us this leflfon, was, I apprehend, one fubordinate defign of 
the hijlory of Job. 

Ver. 4. If thy children , &c.] He inftances that tragical 
event as an example of divine juftice. If there be any thing 
charactcriftical of the manners in the preTent fpeech, it muft 
be this paflage: Eliphaz had but gently touched that tender 
point, in a covered hint h . But this man, in violation of all 
civility and decorum, mentions it bluntly in the moft open 
terms. He has the grace, however, to qualify the cruel re¬ 
flection, by putting it in the form of a fuppofition. If &c. 

Ver. 5. If thou wouldejl feek^ &c.] He thinks to foften the 
foregoing uncharitable iniinuation, bv giving the afflicted 
father hope of his own reftoration : but on what condition ? 
on the condition of his fincere repentance and humiliation. 
The very condition was an infult for it fuppofeth him to 
have continued hitherto a contumacious finner. 


V 


■ er. 


famih 


6. the habitation of thy righteoufnefs ] 
compare chap, xi, 14, 15. 


Thy reformed 


b Chap. v. 4. 
E z 
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9. For we the birth of yefterday* and gone 
Like (hades projected by the finking fun, 

10. Know nothing. Will not their experience teach ? 
Their parables the faith of ages preach ? 

11. “ Can the fedge fiourifh, or the paper-reed, 

“ When Nile forgets to overflow his mead ? 

12. “ Ere the fey the enter, fee their verdure fall 
“ Ecfore all herbage, the contempt of all. 

13. ee So 

Ver. to. Shall they net teach thee , See.] The fayings of wife 
men are rcfpcctafclc. But their maxims have no authority 
beyond the arguments which fupport them, in a matter of 
fpeculation ; or beyond the facts on which they are grounded, 
in a matter of experience. 

Ver. 11. The rujh—the flag ] The flag , or / edge *, h,- I ap¬ 
prehend, the long grafs in the meadows of the Nile : The 
rufl) k , probably, means the famous papyrus , the paper reed \ 
which formerly 1 grew in thofe meadows. Thefe marfh vege¬ 
tables required a great deal of water : when therefore the 
Nile rofe nothigh enough for its ufual overflow, they perifhed 
fooner than any other plants. What a juft image of trail- 
fient profperity is this ! 

can the rujh grow , &c. ] We are entertained here with a 
fpecimen of the manner of conveying moral inductions, in 
the oldcft times of the world. They couched their cbfcrra¬ 
tions in pithy fentenccs, or wrapped them in concifc fimili- 
tudes : and call: them into metre to fix them in the memory. 

9 j 

Bp. Lowth mentions the words of Lameeh to his two wives m 
as the oldefl example of this kind on record. 


* Tntt* wrongly tranflated meadow in Gen. xli. 2, 18. 

k NSJ. LXX. 7ra7;yp&f. 

1 Dr. Shaw informs us, that there is fcarce any of it now to 
be found in the country ; the inhabitants having continually rooted 
it up for fuel. Travels p. 406. 4to. 

“ Pralefi* p. 50. 8yq. 
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13. ct So the ungodly perifli: change, like this, 

« Shall blaft the profligate’s deceiving blifs.” 

14. Deceiving blifs! in bitter lhame it ends; 

His prop a cobweb, which an infeft rends : 

15. Vain are his labours, and his leagues are vain. 
Nor leagues nor labours fhall his houfe fuftain. 

16. To vulgar eyes a vigorous plant he ieems, 

17. Which throws out fuckers by the garden ftreams. 

Verdant 

Vcr. 13. So are the paths of all , &c.] This is the moral, 
or application of the comparifon. It belongs to thofe only, 
whofe impiety and vices are notorious to all the world. Bil- 
dad, therefore, abufeth this faying of the wife, in applying it 
to Job ; whofe life was irreproachable. 

the hypocrite’s] the prefigaie man s ; fo Mr. Heath turns it. 
I cannot find that the Hebrew word ever fignifies a hypocrite . 
It is here coupled with forgeifulnefs of God , which is a ferip- 
tural phrafe for impiety n . it means evidently an oppreflive 
ruler, in chap, xxxiv. 30. a profane feoffer , in Pf. xxxv. 16. 
And our translators render the abftradt fubftantive b by pro~ 
fanenefs , in Jer. xxiii. 15. where it imports a contempt of the 
divine threatnings, and confidence in committing the moft: 
immoral actions. 

Vcr. 14. JVhofe hope, &c.] The proverbial citation ended 
with the foregoing verfe. Here begins his comment upon it, 
which he continues to the end of the 19th verfe. He en- 
largeth firft, in this and the next verfe, on the vain hopes of 
thefe wicked men to perpetuate their greatnefs by powerful 
alliances, or by any other means whatfoever. 

Ver. 16—19. He is green , See.] He expatiates on their 
profperity and overthrow. The metaphors are taken from a 
garden plant , perhaps a vine ; which he fubflitutes in the place 
of the ntarfl) plants , the better to reprefent the fplendour of 
thi s wicked man’s fortunes and his fatal cataflrophe. 


Pf. X. 4. L. 22. 



n 
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Verdant and gay, before the beam, awhile •, 

But the roots twine within a ftony foil: 

j 8. The beam foon fwallows it: and, loft from earth. 
The parent foil denies th’ inglorious birth : 

19, Behold his fatal period. In his room, 

On the fame fpot a foreign plant fhall bloom. 

20. Lo, 

Ver. 1 j. about the heap] about a fpringv\ fo our tranfla^ 
tors turn it in Canticles iv. 12. a fpri?ig Jhut up . 

the place of flonef\ In the original, the houfe of flones ; which 
is a hebrew idiom for ftony ground L Seeing the place of flones 
is an animated phrafe for growing in a ftony foil, as Buxtorf 
explains it r . 

Ver. 18. If' he dejlroy him , &c] Mr. Heath juftly refers 
this action to the fun, mentioned ver. 16. The plant cn- 
dureth the fun, fo long as the fpring, that nourifheth its 
roots, continueth to flow : But when chat is dried by the in- 
creafing heat, his parching beams deftroy the plant. 

I have not feen thee ] This is a ftrong manner of exprefling 
utter abolition and abhorrence. The figure is a bold profo- 
popeia; but not more daring than that of Ovid, who puts a 
long fpeech into the mouth of the Earth, when {he was burnt 
up by the chariot of the-fun 

Ver. 19. others grow u ] other plants fhall fuccccd to his 
place : that is, his eftate fhall pafs into another family. 
Thus the period clofes with the fame metaphor that began it 
ver. 16. 


P gal. It fignifies in the Syriac a wave. Vid. Syriac Teft. 
James i. 6. Jude ver. 1^. gulluh is a fpring. Jolh xv. 19. 

^ Thus the houfe of ffoms, in the Syriac Tell. Matt. xiii. zz. 
j 5 thorny ground. 

1 Lex. Chald. Talm, vid. fry. 

8 lDK when; So our tranflators render it chap. vii. 4. xvii. 16. 
1 Metamorph. lib. ii. 

u TIG'S' ! The Septuagint read aX " jV (Alex. 

MS. aW.o) aYCivt&rr/CHf 
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20. Lo, God, impartial in his frown and fmile, 
Nor hates the worthy nor befriends the vile: 

21. Nor thee will leave, till laughter in thy eyes 
Shall fparkle, and the hymn triumphant rife ; 

22. While on thy foes he pours eternal Iharne, 
O’erthrows the wicked and uproots their name. 

Chap. 

IX. 

1,2. I know, Job anfwer’d, verily I know; 

Wrong from eternal juftice ne’er can flow: 

3. How 

Ver. 20—22. God will not cajl away , &c.] This is the in¬ 
ference which he draws from his preceding doctrine. 

Ver. 21. Thy mont)) u , See.] He had begun the period, ver. 
20, in the third perfon, Behold God will not eajl away a per¬ 
fect man , &c. Such a fudden turn of the ftyle to the fccond 
perfon is fpirited, and catches the attention by furprize; 
whether this addrefs to Job was ferious or ironical : If it was 
furious, it was fo on fuppofition of his becoming a righteous 
man : If ironical, it was a cruel infult. As if he had faid, 
44 The effect of God’s regard for the upright, and detefta- 
tion of the wicked, will be, undoubtedly, deliverance of thee 
from thy affliction - } and refforation of thee to thy former 
profperity.” 


CHAP. IX. 

Job was exceedingly moved at hearing his complaints and 
defence reprefented as contention with God, and an arraign¬ 
ment of his juftice. He now purgeth himfelf from that 
crime, in a mofl exalted {train of piety w . 

The tram of his thoughts leads him to affert an undif- 

tjnguifhing 


mouf h being filed nvlth laughter denotes that fmile of joy 
which is fpread over the countenance in fome happy change of 
condition, lffal. exxvi. 2. - Chap. ix. i Hx. g 

E 4 
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3. How fhould a mortal {land, in judgement (land 
Adverfe to God ? how anfwcr each demand ? 
Anfwer one charge, if he, feverely juft, 

Tax with a thoufand faults this thinp- of dufl ? 

o 

4. Who fnfdy can a ftrife with him prolong, 

H im, wifeft, flrongeft of the wife and flrong ? 

5. Rocks from their bafes leap before his frown, 

He, ere they feel it, hurls the mountains down: 

6 . Earth 

tinguifhing diflribution of worldly good and evil x : He in- 
ftances his ov/n cafe, in confirmation of it ; falleth infenfibly 
into complaint of hard meafurc from God v ; and, at length, 
has the boldncfs to offer, on certain conditions, to difputchis 
caufe with God himfejf in perfen 7 . Upon this he goes into 
a vein of pleading excjiiiiitciy tender a ; and concludes with 
prayer, for a relpite from his intolerable pains the little time 
he had to live b . 

Ver. 2. I know it is fo~\ I know and acknowledge it to be 
an everlafting truth, that the Al?nighty doth not pervert juf ice 
But it does not follow, that the man whom he {hall pleafe to 
afflict is therefore a wicked man. 

Vcr. 5. Which removeth the mountains , &c.] This and the 
following verfe are manifcflly a defeription of an earthquake. 
During the terrible earthquake in Jamaica, 1692, the moun¬ 
tains were fplit, they leaped, they moved, they fell with 
prodigious loud noifes, they were thrown on heaps d . In the 
great earthquake in the Ifland of Sicily, in 1693, which de- 
flroyed above fixty thoufand inhabitants, rocks were loofened 
and thrown down: Two very high rocks, in particular, 
near Ibla, with all the trees growing upon them, were by 
the violence of the fall quite inverted ; fo that their tops flood 
upon the ground c . 


* Ver. 22, 23, 24. Y Ver. 25 — 31. * Ver. 32—35. 

» Chap. x. 1 —19 b Ver. 20, 21, 22. 

c As Bildad had alledged, chap. viii. 3. 
d PbtloJ'cpbical Tranjattions abridged, voi. 2, p. 41 1 , &C. 

* Ibid. vol. 7. p. 149. 
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6. Earth flaggers from her feat, her pillar’d frame 
Trembles through terror of his dreadful name. 

7, Aw’d by his thund’ring voice, the prince of day 
Shuts his broad eye, and veils his golden ray: 
And night’s pale queen, with her attendant fires, 
Beneath his fignet in eclipfe retires. 

S. Kins of the flood, alone the heav’ns he bends ; 
And in his cloudy car upon the deep defeends : 

The 

Ver. 6. JFhlch JhaUth the earthy &c.] Thefe expreilions 
feem to de(cribs that kind of earthquake, in which the earth 
vibrates alternately from right to left : whereby mountains 
have been fometimes brought to meet, and clafh againft each 
other'. 

Ver. 7, V/hich commcndcth the fun, &c.] He may, perhaps, 
here refer to that thicknefs and darknefs of the air, which 
fometimes precedes, or accompanies, an earthquake s. 

it rifeth not ] it Jhineth not h . II Kings iii. 22. The fun 
flrsne upon thezvater. The difappearing of the fun, moon, and 
liars, by renfon of the thicknels of the air, is a circumftance 
mentioned in the account of the late eruption of mount 
Abtna in the year 1766 *. 

Ver. 8. JFhich fpreadetb out the heavens ] who boweth the 
heavens k . The hebrew poets exprefs by this phrafe the de- 

fcenl 


f Chambers’ Diet. Article , Earthquake. 
g The night and day, preceding the earthquake in Sicily Jan 11, 
the air was overihadowed with darknefs. 

On the lame Jan. 11. a black cloud hung like night over the 
magnificent city of Catanea in that ifland ; prcfently the city funk 
into the earth. Philo/. Tranf. abridged , vol. z. p. 403, 406, &C. 

ri rr r fpor^ere radios . 

1 Unvucrjal Mufteum for Auguft 1766. p. 404. 
k HiJi f0 bo~vj % So our public verfion turns it in Pf. xviii. 9, 
In that pi.ilni, verfes 7 —i<j deicribe at large the feene which is 
drawn in miniature by our author in this 8th verfe. 
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The roaring billows threaten earth and fky. 

His wheels along the wat’ry mountains fly. 

9. He form’d Ar&urus and his fons, to roll 
In bright fucceflions round the northern pole : 

The 

fcent of thofe black heavy clouds, charged with thunder, 
lightning? rain and wind, that are the prelude of a ftorm at 
fea. The {form itfelf, and the power of the Deity in con¬ 
ducing it, are reprefented in the next member of the period. 

alone'] This word is not fuperfluous, it aflerts the unity of 
God, in oppofition to polytheilm. 

the waves] the high places^ or heights. Our tranflators ren¬ 
der it high places in Deut. xxxii, 13. He made him to ride on the 
high places of the earth ; that is, the mountains. Hoe high 
places , or heights , of the fea mud therefore mean, its billows 
rifing to a vaft height in a ftorm. The prodigious Iwcll, agi¬ 
tation, and tumult of the fea, during an earthquake, may be 
referred to here. Both the heavens and the fea were greatly 
afreCed by the earthquake in Martinico, Aug. 13. 1766. 
About ten at night, we are told, the whole horizon was 
darkened ; the wind blowing fiercely from the N. W. The 
clouds vomited torrents mingled with flaming fulphur: the 
waves, intermingled with the clouds, dafhed upon the coaft? 
and beat to pieces all the veflels in the harbour *. 

treadeth] or, as it is rendered Habbak. iii. 15, walketh m ; 
where it is applied to the motion of the Almighty’s chariot. 
The magnificent image of cur author is diflinctlv opened by 
the prophet: Thou didfl walk through the fea with thy herfes (the 
horfes of thy chariot) through the heap of great uraters. 

Ver. 9. IVloich maketh rfrfiurus, See.] Shepherds feem to 
have been the firft Affronomers. The paftoral life of the 
Arabs l'ed them very early to obferve the rifing and fetting 

of 


1 Mart ini co Gazette* Aug. 2 1, 1766. 

“ TH- Ir may denote a very rapid pcogreflive motion, as well 
as the verb f>n in Pf. civ, 3, nxho wallet h upon the wings of tbp 
wind* 
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The vernal Pleiades his will perform, 

And ftern Orion wakes his wintry florm: 

While, far below, the fouthern heav'n proclaims 
His glory fparkling in ten thoufand flames, 
io. Wonders by him, and mighty deeds are wrought 
Beyond all number, and above all thought. 

ii. He 

of the liars, in relation to the changes of weather that enfued n . 
The heat of their climate obliged them to feed their flocks 
by night : and the clearnefs and beauty of their nocturnal 
iky drew their attention and admiration u . 

Archtrus p , Orion and Pleiades r .] It is uncertain whe¬ 
ther the full, Arflitrus , was any particular conftellation, or 
the north pole v/ith its furrounding luminaries, or the whole 
northern hemifphere. The next, Orion , probably means, in 
general, the liars which rife in winter : and the lafl, thofe 
which ufner in the fpring. chap, xxxviii. 31. Canfl thou 
bind the Jzvect influences cf Pleiades ? or loofe the bands of Orion . 

The chambers of the fouth] the fouthern hemifphere s . 

Vcr, 10. Which doeth great things, &c.] Eliphaz had pro¬ 
duced this fublime character of the fupreme Being', as a 
ground of trull in him in the moll diltreffing fituations. 
job’s view, in repeating it, is, to fhew that his afflictions 
ought not to be laid to the juflice of God ; but to be ranked 
among thofe acts of his providence, which confound all cur 
reafonin^s. He, accordingly, fubjoineth his own cafe as an 
in fiance of that kind ; as well as a further argument, that 
he would not dare to contend with fuch a power. 


n Pocock. Specim. hifl . Arab, p, 7. 

0 Dr. Sh aw tells us, that the Iky in Arabia Pctraea is ufually 
clear. Travels, p. 4.38. 4to. 

p m'- •< S*D 3 - r See the Commentary of 

the learned Schultens ; and Clod ii Lex . Heb. Seleft. 

3 nin h flgnifies properly, in hebrew, the moil interior and 
private rooms in a houfe, Exod. vii. 28. Judges iii. 24. II Chron. 
xxii. 11. Prov. xxiv. 4? In Arabic, denotes the un¬ 

der part of a wheel. Golii Gram* Arab » p. 20g. 

1 Chap, v. g. 
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11. He fmote me, like a whirlwind in his courfe •, 
Himfelf unfeen, but terrible his force: 

V 

Again he fmote •, loft in a boundlefs maze. 

My reafon toils in vam t’ explore his ways: 

12. He fciz’d ; who wrefts the feizure from his hand ? 
Or, “ wherefore was the deed,” who dares demand ? 

I?. God’s formidable wrath will ne’er fubfide, 

xJ 9 

Till down he tread the banded pow’rs of pride. 

14. I* then, fhall I againft a Pow’r fo great 
Prefume to rife, and ftudy bold debate ? 

15. My 


Ver. 11, T2. he goeth y &c.] I think, the tranflation of 
thefe two verfcs lhould have been as follows ; 

Ver. 11. Lo , he fell upon Q me \ but 1 faio him not: 

He ft rook ' me alfo , but I utiderftood him not . 

Behold , He feized * \ who can make him rejlore y ? 
Who Jhall fay unto him , what haft thou done ? 

He referreth to the fuddencfs and violence of h is over¬ 
throw. 


Ver. 13. the proud helpers''] In the htbrew, the helpers of 
pride c . The proudcft and mod powerful combinations 
againft the ftdiemcs of providence can avail nothing. 


* ’by -or- It fhould have been rendrcd by our tranllators 
to fall upon , in Zech. ix. 8. See Pf. lxxxix. 17. fhy ferce ~airath 
cnay; rufroed upon me, 

w tpn’ tranflated to Jlrike through , Judges v. 26. and Job 
XX. 24. 


fee Ji^lges xxi. 21. where it is englifhed, to catch . 
y rj °ho Jhallcaufe him to return 'f fc. with the fpoil. 

z rahab . Symmachus turns it by cLK’zZjmuz. injolence . The fep T 
tuagint never, i think, tranilates this word as a proper name. 
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15. My caufe, though juft, I never would defend 
Were he the plaintiff* but a fuppliant bend : 

16. Or fhould I bring the hardy attion, he 
Humble his greatnefs in refponfive plea; 

I never would believe my voice had found 

17. Audience of him ; who fmote me to the ground 

18. With 

Ver. 15. Whom though I were, See.] whom, though I am 
right cm 5 a , / will not anjiver. Although I have a good caufe, 
and know myfelf to be innocent of wickednefs ; I will net 
put in my defence again(1 him. 

to my judge] to my adversary b . Mr. Heath. The Hebrew 
word, in a different conjugation, is turned to plead together, 
in liaiah xliii. 26. where it means the parts both of plaintiff 
and defendant. Let us plead together: declare thou, that thou 
mayejl be juftified. It feems here to fignify to go to law , to 
brin:* an action againft another. 

Ver. 16. If I had called, £ic.] If I jhould call c , and hejhould 
an fiver me . The j udicial ftyle is ftill carried on. "To call evi¬ 
dently importeth here the action of the plaintiff; and to 
anfiver, the part of the defendant. 

that he had hearkened, &c.J that he would give a favourable 
hearing to my plea. To {land on my defence would pro¬ 
voke that power, which hath already, without any provoca¬ 
tion, done luch terrible things unto me; as it follows in the 
next verfe. 

Ver. 17. he breaketh me, 5 cc.] He refers to his paft cala¬ 
mities, and their effect in his prefent fufferings. 

without 


a tranfl'itcd to be juft in ver. 2. See Prov. xviii. 17. 

b ''C 2 VO in jus eunti viecum y as Cocccius tranflateth it. 
Schuiurns remarks, that it is in the form of the third conjugation 
of the Arabians; which expreffech a reciprocal action between 
two per Tons. See his Commentary. 

c vs^tp- It anfwers to the Greek law-terms CTfcaxaXwaat and 
x/.yt. vi v, which fignify to cite an adverfary before the proper ma» 
giflrate. Vid, Potter’s Arched . vol. i. p. 114. 
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i 3 . With tempeft unprovok’d 5 and urges hill. 

Not fuff’ring me to breathe, with fharpeft ill. 

19. Can force avail ? th* Almighty fhakes the rod : 
Can juftice ? who fhall be the judge of God ? 

20. Though juft my caufe, ev’n innocence muft wear 
A blufh before him, if difputing there : 

With hir.i difputing, virtue’s plea is vain ^ 

The plea itfelf the pleader will arraign. 

21. My heart, and furely my own heart I know. 
Tells me Vm upright; yet my portion’s woe : 
Woe is my portion, in fevers degree, 

And life is made a heavy load to me. 

22. From 


Without cnufe~\ This, methinks, is juftifyinit himfclf in pretty 
drong terms ; not very confidently with wln\t he had been 
faying jud before. But, as the judicious Michaelis obferves d y 
He mud be a trifler of a poet, who would rep re fen t a man in 
the didred'es of defpair always talking confidently. 

Ver. 19. If 1 fpeak-of Jlrcngth^ &c.J Here he reprefents 
the peculiar hardfhip of his cafe; in that lie had to do with 
an adverfary, againd whom it was impoflible to vindicate 
himfclf although ever fo innocent. Even to plead his inno¬ 
cence, in cojited with God, would be criminal ; as he com¬ 
plains in the next verfe : 

'Though 1 am righteous c my own mouth would condemn me : 

Though I am upright r , it would prove me perverje . 

Ver. 21. Though I were , &c.J lam upright: do I not know 

myfclf ? 


d Not. in Pradeft. Lowthi. p. 206. 8vo. 
e ^ In ver * II '* though I am righteous ; and ver. 2. bow 

7 » * / • /1 • f . • n / » 1 mi 1 ■ 1 r 


luhl man be jujl % or righteous , againjl G od. When this verb fig- 
fies to jujlijy, it is in the conjugation pihsl, or in hiphil. 
f DD upright . it Hands oppofed to wicked ver. 21, See Pror. 


foul cl 
ni 


X. 9, he that walketh uprightly t walkeih Jurely, 
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22. From this ftrangefaft I argue ; that he blends 
Righteous and wicked when his {course he fends: 

2 3. War, plague, and earthquake, with infulting fweep, 
Th’ unguilty in the mingling carnage heap : 

24. Earth 

tnyft'lfz P yet / loath 11 my life. Though my oWn heart wit- 
ncireth to my integrity, 1 am, notwithftanding, made fo mifer- 
able that I am weary of my life. 

Ver. 22. This is one things &c.] This is a Jlrange thing J * j 
that I, an innocent man, am forced to abhor my life ; there¬ 
fore I faidy within myfelf k , he dcjlroyeth the upright and the 
wicked* he concluded from his own cafe, that all things come 
alike to all: there is one event to the righteous and to the wicked • 
Thus he introduceth, very naturally, the doctrine of an un¬ 
equal providence , which he afterwards fupporteth at large k 

Ver, 23. If the fcourgCy &c.] If the fcourge fay fuddenly , it 
will laugh at the trial of the innocent . By the fcourge is meant 
public calamities, war m , for inftance, peflilence, &c. which, 
involving all chara&ers in one common deftruction, arc faid, 
by a noble perfonifying figure, to laugh at the fufferings of 
the innocent. 


p R 1 ? omiflion of the interrogative is very com¬ 

mon. Vid. -Noldium. 

with the affixes forms the reciprocal pronoun fdf ntyfelf\ 
thyefj kittfelf , Sec, in Hebrew, Syriac, and Arabic. See Job 
xviii. 4. Jer. li. 14. Teframent. Syr. in Matt. iv. 6. Schaaf's 
Lex. Syr. and Pocock. Carm. Tograi p. 230. 

h DN 3 N rendered chap. vii. 5. is become loathfom . Its pri¬ 
mary idea, in Arabic, is, ccnfabejccre ideeraius: thence the fecon- 
dary ideas, loathfomnefs^ contempt , and abhorrence . Vid. Schulteas* 
Comm. p. 190, 207. 

1 nrrtf unicusn, a fingular thing ; which is without a parallel, 
fer difficulty of folution. Vid. Pocock. in Carm . Tcgrai p. 204. 

L Chap. xxix. 18. and ver. 27, of this ninth chap. 

J Chap xii. xxi. xxiv, 
w ifaiaii xxviii. 18. 
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24. Earth to the tyrant’s fury is refign’d * 

To Ihame, the princely fathers of mankind. 

Is this not providence ? if not, difclole 
From whom fuch intricate confufion grows. 

25. My days have fpeeded with a courier’s hafte, 
A glance at pleafure, not allow’d to tafte ; 

26. Swift 

Vcr. 24. the judges? &c.] Thefe being in contrail here 
with the wicked (that is a tyrannical ruler k ) rnufl mean good 
governors \ who adminiftcr juftice impartially to all. Thus 
a man 1 fignifics one who has the virtues proper to the male 
fex ; a ivoman l , one who is adorned with the qualities be¬ 
coming the fair lex : And a king ra is a king indeed, who 
a£teth worthy of his royal dignity. Of thefe good rulers he 
fays, God covercth their faces " ; that is, God treats them as 
condemned malefactors, overwhelming them in calamities, 
difgrace and ruin ; himfelf being one example of this melan¬ 
choly truth. 

If not? &c.] If it be not God, who doeth thefe ftrange 
things '? where and who is the perfon who doeth them 0 ? 

Ver. 25. Now my days , &c.] His own unhappy fbite being 
an inftance of that inequality, in the diflribution of good 
and evil, which he had been averting ; he naturally falls into 
a defeription of his miferable fituation. 

are fwifter? &c.] my days have been fvuifter? See. they have 
fed away : they have not feen good . Time and enjoyment that 

are 


fc y:tn it fignifies a doer of wrong in Exod. ii. 15. In the 
book of job, it generally means an opprrjjbr or tyrant . 

1 Ecclef. vii, 28. Sec alfo, Prov. xviii. 22. 
a Prov. xvi. io. 

n II Sam. xv. 30. Either vii. 8. Jer. xiw 3. Ifaiah xxii. 17. 
Micah iii. 7. Mark xiv. 65. 

• LXX. <1 & pri uuro ; «p» tis m>; If it is not lie, who is it I 
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2 6. Swift as a rufli-boat down the fwelling Nile, 
Swift as an eagle darts upon his fpoil. 

27. If fweet hope whifper, “ thy lamenting tongue 
“ The flyle of forrow fhall forget ere long; 

<c Thy brow remove its cloudy veil, like morn, 

“ And placid fmile thy open face adorn 5 

28. Then all my fufTVmgs rife ; I fink with fear, 
Defpairing thy abfolving voice to hear# 

29. Yes, 

are fucceeded by great mifery, appear as an inflant that is 
paft. This is what he reprefents by three exprcfflve images 
of celerity, which rife one above the other in beautiful 
gradation. 

Ver. 26. the fwift Jhip$\ in the hebrew, Jhips of cartel ; 
probably thofe light veflels, made of the papyrus, which the 
■Egvotians ufed on the Nile r . 

Ver. 27. If I fay , &c.] IVhen 9 I fay (within myfelf ) / 
fiall leave off my countenance (this fad countenance) and Jhall 
look chearful He endeavoured fometimes to raife in himfelf 
a pleafmg hope of deliverance from his afflictions : But the 
number and circumftances of them bore down his courage, 
and iunk him in defpair ; as he laments in the following 
verie. Compare Jerem. viii. 18. 

Ver. 28. Thou wilt not bold ?ne , &c<] Thou wilt not declare 

me 


w q pok nv;N which Schultens tranflates naves papyrace# : 
f° r H 3 X signifies, in Arabic, reeds y and a place where the papyrus 
grows ; as he proves from the Arabian Lexicographers. Vid. his 
Comment. 

x Such, no doubt, were the veffels of bulrujbes in Ifaiah xviii. z m 
See Shaw’s Travels p. 4^7. 4to. 

* DK when. Vid. Noldium. 

* nm Schultens, in his Origines Hebraa, has proved, 
that it fignifies, in Arabic, to fhine out again , as the fun after it 
hath been clouded. It alfo means, in the 1 It conjugation, illuxit 
aurora y and in the 2d, latitid perfudit • Vid, CalteH, Lex, Hept+ 

F 
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29. Yes, I am wicked-wherefore wafte I time. 

In friiitlefs labour to difprove my crime ? 

3 °- Unfully’d as if w.ifh’d in melted fhow, 

Thefe harmlefs hands I never blufli’d to (how; 

31. Yet drown’d in mire by thee I’m fo impure. 

Not my own garments will my touch endure. 

32. Is 

me innocent by removing my afflictions ; which have fixed- 
upon me the imputation of guilt. He had not the leaft ex¬ 
pectation that God would appear at the clofe of this debate 
to vindicate his innocence. 

Ver. 29. If I be wicked] If is inferted by our traniTators. 
The hebrew is, I a-m wicked . I mult pafs for a wiclccd per- 
fon : I am treated as fuch by God, and condemned by men. 
All my labour, therefore, to clear myfelf will be to no pur- 
pofe. He uttered this fentiment with a deep figh, and not 
without indignation. 

Ver. 30, 31. If I he. ] When I had wajhed myfelf with 
fnow water ; and made my hands clean in purity u .* Then thou 
didjl plunge me in a ditch , fo that mine own clothes abhor me w . 
By wajhing himfelf he, and making his hands dean , he. he 
aiferts the purity of his heart and innocence of his life. Thus 
Zophar underftood him Thou hajl faid my virtue is pure , 
and I am dean in thine eyes .” The Pfalmift alfo exprefleth 


is equivalent to p^T^H t0 j u Jlifyt t0 a(/ } } dt. Kxod. 
xxxiv 7 . that w 'dl by no means clear the guilty. 

u -Q purity , or purenefs, as in chap. xxii. 30. it is delivered by 
the purer ejs of thine hands, Compare Hal. xxvi. 6. 

■* ’mow • • • ’jVapn. t hat karned and ingenious Critic 
Michaelis remarks ; that id the ancient Hite of the hebrew tongue, 
both the future and preterite of its verbs were, probably, aorifts, 
and were ufed, like the Greek aoriiis, for the pail, prefent, and 
future times Not. in F reeled!, p. 78, 7(7, 8vo. 

Thus in Dent, xxxii. 10. the hebrew futures are turned juflly 
in the pail time, He found , he lcd> he inflrutted , So c. And in Job 
v. 7. the hebrew future is englifhed in the prefent tehfe, Munis 
born to Jorrow, 
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32. Is he a man my fellow ? can we meet, 

Parties in doubtful ftrife, at judgement’s feat? 

33. Who Ihall, as arbiter, between us ftand. 

To lay on both his reprehenfive hand ? 

34. Let 

his own integrity, in terms fomewhat fimilar ; I have cleanfed 
?ry heart in vain , and wajhcd my hands in innocency . 

Then thou clidjl plunge me , &c.] The meaning is, that his 
calamities caufed him to be looked upon, by his intimate 
friends, as an abominable wretch, fmitten of* God and ac- 
curfed. No protections of innocence, no appeals, no de¬ 
fence whatever could overcome that prejudice agninft him. 

mine own clothes , &c.] This circumftance is added, I ima¬ 
gine, as a heightning of the image of impurity ; to repre- 
fent more Urongly the infamy, with which his charadler was 
blackened by his overthrow. 

Ver. 32, 33. For he is not; &c.J In thefe verfes he afligns 
another reafon, why he laboured in vain to clear his inno¬ 
cence : in his cafe there could not be a third perfon, to fit as 
judge between him and his great adverfary God. 

we Jbould come together , &c.] that is, come together to a 
tryul K of our caufe. 

a dayfman] Our Author’s word doth not fignify an umpire, 
but an authorifed judge y. It has this meaning, I apprehend, 
in Amos v. 10. where it is englifhed, him that rebuketh: They 

hate 


x This is what the Greeks exprefled by i- T »> ck to 
oixxrr,jM to enter the caufe into the court . Potter’s Arch del . vol. i. 

p. 1 M, 116. 

is (1) the caufe to be tried, ch. xiii. liS. C:) the trial 
itfdf.Piov .xviii. 17. Job ix. 32. (3) the fentence pafled, Job xxxvi. 
17. where, and in many other paflages of feripture, it implies the 
execution of the fentence. 

y “’DID 1 ° Prov. xxiv. 2;. it 19 englifhed to rebuke, viz. in a 
court of juilice, by palling a jull fentence on the guilty. For it 
is oppofed to acquitting the wicked ver. 24.. He that faith unto 
the wicked, thou art righteous , <Src, But to them that rebuke him 

(ui’rrsm 1 ?) &c. 

F 2 
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34. Let him remove his rod, nor let the blaze 
Of Godhead (tun me with its dreadful rays; 

35. Then fearlefs I would plead : but thus diftreft* 
All is confuGon in my guiltkfs breaft. 

Chap. 

X. 

1. Sick, Tick of living, my complaint I’ll loofe, 

I will the anguifh of my loul eflFufe 

2. Will 

hate him that rehuketh in the gate , that is, the coart of juftice. 
compare Prov. xxiv. 23—25. 

that might lay his hand, See.] The laying the hand on both 
parties implies coercive power to enforce the execution of hi9 
decrees. This no one could have over the Almighty : it 
was therefore vain to contend with him. Jlr. Heath. 

Ver. 34, 35. Let him , See.] He doubts not but that he 
Ihould be able to prove his innocence to God himfelf, pro¬ 
vided he could debate the matter with him on equal terms. 
But alas ! how foon hath he forgotten that worthy and de¬ 
vout refoiution which he declared ver. 1 5. 

his rod — his fear'] by the rod he means his prefent afflic¬ 
tions ; and by his fear , the tremendous circumftances ufually 
attending the appearance of the Divinity. 

it is not fo with me] Mr. Heath turns it, / <7772 not fujjicisnt r 
majler of myfelf r . He was all in confufion : his pains and 
apprehenfions deprived him ot lelf-command. 

CHAP. X. 

Ver. 1. I will leave my complaint, &c.] In a freer ver/ion 

it 


* fatis. SoNoIdins uoderilands it in Judges xxi. 11. They 
found entrw for them . Crinfcz renders it, in the verfe before us, 
dgxs ret at o>. je me trouve — in my p) ejikt ccndi; ion. 

J penes me, in my er.vn fixer, p^n’ciUa of myfelf. Crinfoz* 

je ae Juts point a moinJmc, Yid, iNoldium,. p. 742, 
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2. Will fay to God, condemn not me untry’d \ 

Ah! why from me my accufation hide ? 

3. Canft thou by arbitrary will be led ? 

Lay guilt’s demerit on the guiltlefs head ? 

Hate thy own workmanfhip ? and dart thy ray 
On daring Tinners, who blafpheme thy fway ? 

4. Is man’s grofs eye, and partial vifion, thine ? 
Live human paffions in the mind divine ? 

5. Is 

it would be, I will let ?ny complaint have dominion over me 2 ; 
that is, I will not rcflxain it, but give it full liberty. The 
fentiment is the fame as in chap. vii. 11. Therefore I will not 
refrain my mouthy «$CC. 

Vcr. 2. Shew me whereforey &c.] It feems evident from 
thefe exprelTions, and from what follows, that he wifhed not 
to refer the difpute between him and his three friends to God ; 
but to aro;ue his caufc with God himfelf. He wanted to 
know, what God had to lay to his charge; that he might 
put in his anfwer to it. 

Vcr. 3. Is it good. See.] He argues here from the honour 
and intcreft of religion. To treat him as a wicked man, who 
had led an innocent life, was giving reputation to the prin¬ 
ciples of infidels who deny a providence. 

Ver. 4 — 7. Hajl thouy &c.] The origin of our knowledge 
is from fenfation. We judge by appearances, fenfual paf¬ 
fions biafs our judgement, human life is fhort. we are 
obliged to ftudy characters, in order to know them : and are 
prone to ufe violent means, to force confeilion from fufpected 
pcrlons. But none of thefe imperfections can belong to an 
Eternal Being. God, therefore, had no need of fuch me¬ 
thods to difeover, whether Job was a wicked man. This is 
the argument in thefe verfes. 

z ’by romt- The verb jTJJ fignifies, as Schulten9 remarks, 
to let go free ; in the proverbial phrale he that is fhut 

up and he that is let go free. The prepofition importeth do¬ 

minion in Gen. ix. z. xxxvii. 8. Vid. Noldiura, 

F 3 
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5. Is thy exiftence like a mortal’s fpan ? 

Are thy years bounded, as the years of man ? 

6. That time and torture muft 10 thee reveal 
Sufpe&ed treafon, which my wiles conceal. 

7. Thy knowledge clears me •, yet thy boundlefs 
might. 

By none evaded or by force or flight, 

S. Deftroys my frame ; which thy own matchlefs art 
Fafhion’d with curious ties of part to part. 

9. Remember, O remember, that like clay 

Whofe fliapes the workman’s plaftic will obey. 
My form thou mouldedft from its earthy grain ; 
And thou wilt crumble me to earth again. 

10. O think of thofe kind moments, when began 
Thy hands to {ketch the rudimental man 

Curdled 

Ver. S- Unnc hands have made* me, &c.] His argument 
now is ; that it looks like caprice, to beftow great (kill and 
labour on a work, and then, cn a fudden and without juft 
caufe, clafh it in pieces. This is what he meant alfo in ver. 3. 
is it good .... that theu JhouldeJ 7 defpife (hate) the work of thine 
bands ? 

Ver. 9. Remember, &c. ] Here he pleads the common mor¬ 
tality. He muft focn die, as all other men : what occafion 
then for lb much torture to difpatch him ? 

Ver. 10, II. Haft thou not paired me, &c.] Does not this 
beautiful defeription, of the origin and formation of the hu¬ 
man 

1 asy- This verb fignifies in Syriac, eonftringere f to tie to¬ 
gether : which alio is its primary notion in Arabic, in which lan¬ 
guage, Schuhens informs us, it is uled particularly of the contex¬ 
ture of the human body. The word together expreffeth the con¬ 
junction 
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Curdled the milky drop, my limbs defin’d,. 

11. With flefh and fkin my tender fubftance lin’d, 
Withfinews brac’d, and fenc’d with folid bone : 

12. Compared thus, to natal vigour grown. 

Thy care educ’d me, and thy favour crown’d; 
And ftill thy pow’r upholds on living ground. 

13. Yet, well I know, the fecret of thy mind 

Thefe evils, in referve, for me defign’d ; 

- 14. Refolv’d 


man body, exadlly agree with anatomy ? Can the modern 
difcoveries in that fcience qualify a good poet to give a morq 
juft account of the principles of an embryo ; and of the feve- 
ra! ftages of its growth to a perfect fcetus ? Was not our 
Author, and Job himfelf, indebted to the Egyptians for their 
anatomical knowledge ? 

Vcr. 12. my /pint] my breath, fo our tranflators turn it, in 
Chap. xii. 10. xvii. 1. The argument, in this and the fore¬ 
going verfe, is taken from God’s creating and providential 
goodnefs towards him ; as not being confiftent with his pre- 
fent treatment of him, which he deferibeth with too great 
liberty of fpeech. vcr. 13—17. 

Ver. 13. And thefe things y &c.J Yet thefe things thou didjl 
treafure up b , (See. Here he linneth with his lips and chargeth 
God fooiifhly, By thefe things he means his calamities : and 
infinuates, that God had given him being with a fecrct pur- 
pofe to make him miferable ; and advanced him fo high to 
render his fall more terrible. 

this is with thee] a phrafe, which denotes the fecret decree 
of God chap, xxiii. 14. 


junction of the parts when tied : the words round about denote the 
univcrfal exa<ffcnefs of the work : and ‘the word fajbioned conveys 
the idea of a thing compleatly framed. 

b rODj* thou didji lay up (or treafure up) as in chap. xxi. 19. 
Prov. x. 14, 
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14. Refolv’d to follow me with watchful eyes. 

Each fin to notice, and each fin chaftife: 

15. If wicked, the predeftin’d woe comes down j 
Righteous, I droop beneath thy fatal frown. 

Full of confufion, and o’erwhelm’d with fcom, 
By all beholders, as a wretch forlorn. 

16. Chac’d like a lion, hotly chac’d by thee, 

Thy plagues, ftupendous plagues, were heap’d on 


me: 


1 7 - Jav’lins, 


Ver. 14—17. If I fin , &c.] This is harfh language. He 
accufeth the divine government of extreme rigour. He alfo 
complaineth, that his piety had been of no benefit to him j 
and that, notwithftanding his humanity and jufticc, he was 
purfued by God to deftruftion, as though he had been 
fome licn-like tyrant. I believe, Elihu had his eye particu¬ 
larly on this obnoxious paflage. chap. xxxv. 2, 3. 

Ver. 15. And if I be righteous , &c.] though c I am righteous 
I cannot lift up my head , &c. 

therefore fee tbou y &c.] If, with the ingenious Mr. Peters' 5 , 
we join to this claufe the word which begins the next verfe 
(rendred for it increafeth) the tranflation will come out eafy 
and clear, as follows ; 

And the fpeflator e of my affliction alfo infulteth f . 

In thefe words he complains of the grofs affronts put upon 
him, efpecially by his three friends ; in treating him as a 
wicked man on account of his afflictions. 

Ver. 16. as a fierce lion] that is, as though I were a fierce 

lion. 


c 1 though , as in Ruth ii. 1 3. Vid. Noldium. 
d Critical Dijfirt. p. ZOO. 4 to. 

• Jpedator ; a noun fubflantive in the regimen ftate, from 

« m * 

the root ntO to fee. 

f niOM l ^ e 1 ma y redundant, or be rendred alfo. Vid, 
Noldium. The verb is turned by the LXX. 'in Jer. xlviii. 29. 
fFrancfort edition) by coutumelia ajficiot Our tranflators 

there englifh it, he is proud\ 
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17. Jav'lins, on jav’lins hurl’d, the war renew. 

And woes fucceeding woes my life purfue. 

1 S. Why did I breathe ? O happy I had been 0 
Had I this world of forrow never feen ! 

19. A 

lion, compare chap. iv. 10. The allufion, in this and the 
following verfe, is to that manner of hunting the lion, 
wherein the hunters, armed with fpears and javelins, formed 
ti.emf.lvcs in a ring about the bead ; and threw their weapons 
at him one after another. By this image Job reprefents, 
in lively colours, the violent and rapid fucceflion of his 
calamities. 

And a gain,, $zc.] Mr. Heath’s tranflation is, thou even re¬ 
peat jl thy wondrousJlrokes upon me. 

Ver. 17. Thou renewej} thy witnejfes , &c.] What have wit- 
nefies to do in the hunting; of the lion ? Our Author’s word 
may be tranflated weapons , or attacks , or troops in any of 
thele ways of turning it, the allufion to the chace will be 
preferved. 

Changes and war ] that is, changes of war ; or fucceffions k 
of war. he means the war of the chace carried on by repeated 
attacks. 

Thou renewej ?] The hebrew word does not feem to denote 

iteration 


g DH7* The Syriac interpreter turns it here by weapons 
of war (fee Tefl. Syr. Joh. xviii. 3.) and the verb, in Arabic, 
figniftes ornare . This very noun is ufed for ornaments in Ezek. 
xvi. 7. as Schukens remarks : it there indeed means female orna - 
rr.e/its. but it is a general term for whatever is called ornament . 
armour and weapons are the drefs of a warrior. In Arabic the 
noun alfo fignilies attack ; and a body of men rujl?ing to the attack . 
Vid. Cartel l. Lex. Hept . 

h mD’Sn. The learned Profcflbr Chappelow has obferved, 
that it is rendered courfes in 1 Kings v. 14. where it is ufed of 
Solomon’s workmen, who wrought in Lebanon by turns, or in 
fuccefiions, ten thoufand a month. 
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19. A being, and no being ; from the womb 
Hurry’d in midnight filence to the tomb. 

20. Ah ! ’tis a little, which of life remains; 

O fpare that little, O remove my pains: 

21. Ere, never to return, my foot defeends 

To realms where death his horrid ihade extends : 

22. Realms, 

iteration here ; but rather, as the learned Schultens remarks, 
the producing fomewhat new, fomewhat never doneJbeforc. 
fee Ifaiah xliii. 19. Such were Job’s calamities, taken in all 
their circumftances. Never before was a perfon of his ex¬ 
emplary life fo overthrown. 

Ver. 20. that I may take comfort\ that I may look chearful '. 
it is the fame word that we met with in chap. ix. 27. fee 
the note there. 

Ver. 21, 22. Before lgo^ &c.] The original of this gloomy 
pi£fcure, drawn in the deepeft fhades of horror, is, I fhould 
think, the fubterraneous chambers of the fepulchral grottos. 
But if thefe verfes are a defeription of Sheol, as the learned 
Windet k underftands them, Job rhuft have entertained as 
melancholy an idea of that world of ghofts as the heathens 
had of the realms of Pluto. 

.-p.igro fedet 

Nox atra rnundo. Cuncfta maerore horrida : 

Ipfaque morte pejor eft mortis locus. 

Hercules Furens . ver. 704. 

Gloomy night dwells in that motionlefs world . A melancholy 
horror fpreadeth over all: and the habitation of death is worfc 
than death itfelf. 


* Aquila tranflates it, at to fmile . Vid, Trommii Concordant . 
fub voce See alfo Schultens’ Origines Hebr. vol. i. p. 43. 

k De Jlatu vita defunQorumj p. 12. 
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22. Realms, which infliades ofdolefome darknefs lie^ 
Cold denfe obfcurity, without a fky ; 

Without a twinkling ftar, and where the light 
Is one eternal noun of difmal night. 

Cft AP. 

XI. 

1 ,2. Zophar, inflam’d, replies, Is noife defence ? 
Artful harangue a proof of innocence ? 

3. Shall 

Ver. 22. without any order ] Mr. Heath renders it, where 

there arc no conflellatiom 

trifles fine foie domos—— 
difmal habitations that have no light . 

CHAP. XI. 

It is too much the practice of difputants, to pafs over, in 
filence, fuch arguments of an adverfary as they are not able 
to anfwer : Inftead of defence, they fly into a paflion, and pour 
out illiberal abufe. Zophar’s reply is in that call. He feems 
to have been more irafcible and vehement than the others. 
The ientimcnt he utters in vcr. 5, 6. difeovers his ferocity: 
He there v/ifheth, that God would indeed appear ; to let this 
unhappy man know, that his fufrerings were not the half of 
what he deferved. 

He ; ;kes not the lead notice of Job’s aflertion of an un- 
cqu. ! providence m ; becaufc he could not difprove it. He 
aniwers only, and with much virulence, to Job’s afleverations 
or his innocence n ; and to his queftioning God about the 
rcafon of his afflictions ", The remainder of his difeourfe p 

is 


ama tranflated by the LXX. tight. It has, in Ara¬ 

bic, tne fgniRcation of dazzling, Vid. Caltell. Lex. Hept, and 
Schultens’ Comment, 
m Chap. ix. 22—24. 
r Vcr. 13—20. 


n Ver. 2, 3,.4. 


• Ver, 5—12, 


j 6 THE BOOK OF JOB. Chap. XL 

3. Shall vain boafts filence us ? no fpeaker rile ? 
No honeft tongue thy infolence chatlife ? 

4- Thy boldnefs clamours to the throne divine, 

“ Pure is my confidence, fpotlefs virtue mine.” 

5. O would th’ Almighty, to thy wifh, appear ! 
Expofe thy guilt, and thunder in thy ear 

6. Vengeance, that wifdom from our world conceals. 
Double the worft which here the finner feels: 

T aught 

is an exhortation to repentance, with large promifes if he 
obeyed ; and concludes with a fevere threatning if he con¬ 
tinued obftinatc. 

Ver. 3. thy lies ] thy falfe boajls It hath plainly this ac¬ 
ceptation in Jeremiah xlviii. 29, 30. 

Ver. 4. my doflrine] Job had faid nothing about the purity 
of his doXrine. This idea, therefore, is impertinent here. 
Mr. Crinfoz turns it, my conjciemc \ and the leptuagint, my 
works, cither of which verfions will agree with the import 
of the hebrew word r . 

I am clean , 5 cc.] He refers to thefe expreflions ; I am 
righteous — lam upright — vjhen I had woJl)ed myfelf in fnow - 
water , and made my hands clean in purity—Thou knowejl that I 
am not wicked 

Ver. 5. O that God would /peak, &c.J This is a bitter re¬ 
flexion on Job’s prefumptuous wifh to debate his caufe with 
God himfelf. Chap. ix. 34, 35. x. 2. 

Ver. 6. And that he would Jhew thee , &c.] This is a very 

obfeure 


q the verb carries in it the idea of faljbood and forgery ; 

and is englifhed to feign, in Nehem. vi. S. 

r 1 R Arabic nPp7 ognifies the mind , impregnated with 

excellent principles and bringing forth the noble fruits of virtue, 
jt is a metaphor from the meal of the male palm tree; which be¬ 
ing fprinkled upon the opening clul’.ers of the female, fecundates 
them, and renders the dates fweet and flavourous. Vid. Callell. 
Lex, Hept . Schultens’ Comment . and Shaw’s Travels, p. 141. 4UN 
■ Chap. ix. 15, 21, 30. x. 7. 
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Taught then, that juftice hath requir’d, as yet. 

Not half the value of thy penal debt. 

7. Wouldft thou th 5 Eternal with thy line explore ? 

Fathom almighty thought, and find its fliore ? 

S. Go, mete heav’n’s height, the depthof Hades found, 

9. Span the wide earth, and reach o’er ocean’s bound. 

10. He 

obfcure paffage, I have met with no fatisfa&ory explanation 
of it. One thing however feems clear, namely, that the 
fubject treated here, and to the end of verfe 12, is divine 
puni foments. By IVifdcm , therefore, I underftand the counfels 
of God, that fix the kind and meafure of his punifhments : 
by the fecrcts cf wifdom , his punifhments in a future world, 
which are a fecret to us at prcfent. Thofc future punifh¬ 
ments are declared to be double to that which is 1 : that is, 
they are far more fevere and terrible than any fufferings of 
Tinners in the prefent flate. Hence he would have Job to 
learn, that what he now lufFercd was lefs than his iniquity 
deferved. 

Ver. 7. Canjl thou y &c.] He now takes him in hand for 
his piefumptuous queftioning of God about his ways u . The 
judgements of God, he tells him, are as infcrutablc in their 
rcafons and the full extent of their defigns ; as they are rapid 
and irrcfiftable in their execution w . It is fufficient for us 
to know, that he punifheth men for their fins j and that, in 
punifhing, he aims to cure their pride, and to break their in¬ 
tractable fpirits to his yoke *. 

Ver. 8. It is as high , &c.] When we cannot comprehend 
a thing \ we fay it is beyond our reach, or it is too high or 
too deep for us. But in what a noble manner does Zophar 

here 


r quod extat, that which is. The Septuagint ren¬ 

ders it, ruv kcltu. <7e, thy things ; that is, thy fufferings. See Dr. 
Scott’s excellent Notes on the Go/pel of St. Matthew, p. 2. 
u Chap. iii. 11, iz, 20, 23. vii. iz—21. x. 2, iS. 
w Ver. 7—10. * Ver. u f 12. 


>8 THE BOOK OF JOB. Chap. Xt. 

io. He Unites, imprifons, executes : what tongue 
Shall dare to mutter, 16 haft thou done no wrong? 

11. He 

here exprefs fuch an impoflibility f How much fuperior is the 
language of poetry to common profc * ! 

hell] Swoly the world of the dead. If fall men noth here 
the place of puntfhnient, it is a tmnflation bf Sheri! as inade¬ 
quate, as the grave by which it is rendered in chap. vii. 9. 
See the Appendix. Numb. II. 

Ver. 10. If be cut off\ and Jhut up , and gather together ] The 
iirft of thefe expreflions, he cut off (or rather he fmitc y ) fig- 
nifics the appreheulion of the criminal, by foinc calamity 
which divine juftice inflicts upon him. 

The next phrnfe, Jhut up *, denotes the cffevft of the ftroke j 
he becomes the priloner of providence. 

The' laft, gather together (or rather, gather an affnnbfa 3 j 
expreireth the execution. It is an nllufion to the cuitom of 
aflembling the people, to be witnciles and afliftants at the 
execution of a notorious offender. The meaning here is, 
that God makes a public example of great fmners ; by the 
fignal circumftances of their dcftru&ion. Zophar intended 
this ftroke for Job. 

who can hinder him] It may be trail 11 a ted, who Jhall can ft 
him to rejlorc b ? who Dial] wreft a criminal out of his hands ? 
Or, who jhall anfuuer him c ? by cavilling at his judgements. 


* Bp. Lowtli produces this pafla/e as an example of the grand 
manner in which the hebrew poets foeak of the attributes of tiod, 
abfolutely confidcred, without particular mention of the opera¬ 
tions and effefts that How from them. See his fine obfervations 
in the Pr/rle^i tones, p. &c. Svo, 

y Scethcnoteonchap.ix.it. 

* Ifaiah xxiv. 22. 

■ See Ezek. xvi. 39—41. Jofhua vii. 25. Vid, Schul- 

tens* Lotnmt'it . See alfo Job xxxi. 34. and the note. 

b fee c ^ e note on cl 13 ?* ix. 12. 

c Shall artfvocr bint, as in chap, xxxii, 14. xxxiii. 5. 
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11. He knows impoftors, fhall he not requite 
The fin clandefline, adted in his fight ? 

12. That fools may be reclaim’d, found fenfe fupply’d 
To fill the void of ignorance and pride; 

And natures as the Zebra’s colt untam’d. 
Subdu’d by reafon, into men be fram’d. 

13. Thou 

r 

Ver. 11, vain mcit] falfe men* ; that is, impoftors. He 
glanccth at Job, as a perfon who, notvvithftanding his cha¬ 
racter for piety, had lived in the pradtice of fecret wicked- 
nefs; particularly injuftice e . 

Ver. 12. For vain man ] 

That the proud f may he made wife. 

And the colt of the wild afs 5 become h a man *. 

Thefe expreflions charadterife wicked men ; as void of 
found underftanding, opinionated, felf-willed, and intractable 
as the wildeft inhabitants of the defert. The intention of di¬ 
vine punifhments, he fays, is to recover them to folid re¬ 
flection ; and bring them into fubjedtion to reafon and the 
laws of God. 


ll LXX. su-.(Ai m tranfgrejjbun . but alfo fi gniiies 

faljbood, in Zcch. x. 2. and have told falfe dreams ; i, e. dreams 
which they 'ahclv pretend to have received by inlpiration. Com¬ 
pare alfo Pf. xxvi. 4,5. 

c See ver. 14, and chap, xxii, 5—9. 

/ mn:.The verb, in Arabic, lignifies to behave haughtily . 
Vid. Clodii Lew Ileb. Select, an d am: in hebrew is, in the literal 
fenfe, hollo vj. Exod. xxvii. 9 . in metaphor, a perfon void of under- 
funding, vain-glorious . 

E Compare Pf. xxxii. 9. Jer. xxxi. 18. Job xxxix. 5 —8. 
h " 17 V ma y he born. i. c. may be rendred , or may become. It is 
an Arabian phrafeology : Let the vjild ajj'es colt be born a man, 
that is, (as they explain it) Let a man who is intradlable, be¬ 
come gentle, humane, and docile. Vid. Schultens* Comment. See 
alfo the ufe of this word in Prov. xviii 17. and Bp. Patrick’s 
note in his Paraphrafe. 

1 A man , i. e. one who afts according to reafon. Ifaiah xlvi. 8. 
We meet with a fimilar expreflion in Horace : 

-Ncc 


2 
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13. Thou,therefore, quell thy haughty fpirit; bend. 
Bend thy fliff knee - 9 thy fuppliant hands extend : 

14. Shake out the bribe, th’ unrighteous gain expell. 
Nor fuffer rapine in thy tents to dwell. 

15. Unclouded then, and unconfus’d with fear,- 
Thy face ereft and fparkling lhall appear : 

16. Woe 

Ver. 13— 20, If thou prepare , &c.] This exhortat^ry part 
of his difeourfe is, for fubflance, the fame with that of Eli- 
phaz k ; but diverfified by his manner of deferibing true re¬ 
pentance, and by the beautiful imagery in which he exprefleth 
its glorious reward. 

Ver. 14. iniquity — wickednefs ] he means, by thefe terms, 
riches acquired by fraud, or by taking bribes, or by any 
methods of violence and oppreflion : for this they fuppofed to 
have been the peculiar iniquity, which had drawn down the 
vengeance of God upon his head *. 

tabernacle ] Tents having been the ancient dwellings of men r 
the term was retained after the invention of more durable and 
fixed habitations. Job, it is certain, lived in a city ™ : yet 
his houfe is called a tabernacle , or tent n . 

Ver. 15. Thou Jhalt lift up thy face 9 &c.] He deferibes the 
happy change of his condition, by its effc&s in his counte¬ 
nance ; contrafling his prefent dejedled face, fullied and dif- 
figured by terror, grief, and tears, with the look he fhaJl then 
aflume, eredl, firm, and clear as the polifhed mirror. He 
refers, no doubt, to thofe words, I cannot lift up my head 0 . 

Thou Jhalt be JledfaJl ] The hebrew word is a metaphor, 
taken from metals fined by fufion p ; and, therefore, may in¬ 
clude lujlre as well as firmnefs, 

■Nee fi retraftus erit, jam 

Fiet homo Art Poet. ver. 469.’ 

Nor if you bring him off his folly, will he thereupon become a man f 
i. e. act a rational pan for the future. 

k Chap. v. 8, Sec. 

1 Chap. xv. 34. xx. 15, 19. xxii. 5 —10. 

m Chap. xxix. 7. “ Chap. xxix. 4. 0 Chap. x. 15* 

p ^ es chap, xxviii. z. xxxvii. iS. xxxviii. 38. 
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16. Woe in thy memory fliall leave no trace, 

Like violent waters vanifli’d from their place: 

17. A happier age fucceeds; emerging loon 
Fair as the morn, more luminous than noon : 

18. For thou, known favourite of celeftial pow’r, 

19. Safe in the waking and the flumb’ring hour. 

Around 

Ver. 16. And remember it as waters , &c.] That is, as 
Crinfoz explains it, thou {halt not remember it at all : The 
memory of thy afflictions vVill be wholly effaced ; like the 
winter torrents, which are utterly evaporated in the beginning 
of lummer 

Ver. 17. And thine age , &c.] This period will become 
clearer in the follow.ng difpofition r and tranflation. 

And a happy age 5 Jhall arife 1 j 
Thou Jlsalt be as the morning , 

Thou Jhalt blaxe out u more than noon . 

The meaning is, <c Thy afflictions {hall be fucceeded by a 
{late of durable felicity : its beginning (hall be as the morn¬ 
ing of a bright day : it {hall increafe as the light, until it 
arrive to its higheft point; when it fhall exceed the luflre of 
the fun at noon.” The thought is the fame, hut far more 
nobly exprefled, with that of Bildad, Chap. viii. 7. Compare 
Prov. iv. 18. 

Ver. 18, 19. And thou foalt be fccurc , &c.J Thcfc two 

verfes 


*1 Chap. vi. 15, 1-7. 

obn aipn 
rvnn “ipzo 
. nsyn enn'r: . 

The pcrfpicujty of this arrangement will be, I hope, its juftift- 
cation. 

. £ n 1 ?n an age or fate of durable felicity ; f> it fignifies in 
/irak:c. Vid bchultens’ Comment . and Micha^Iis in Prsiiul* 
L'jvethi, p. 67. 

r Dip' jhall arife \ as in Dan. ii. 39. After thee feall arife 
another Kingdom* 

u nsyn corufcaiij. E/.ck. xx.xii, ic. IP'hen 1 jhall caufe my 

to fajh in theirJ'a.ei. M;. IJjaih. 
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THE fiOOK OF JOB. Chap.XI. 

Around thy wells, thy couching flocks around, 
Shalt range thy tents along the grafly ground: 
No terror lhall thy peaceful camp alarm, 

And princely chiefs fhall court thy powerful arm. 

20. But 

verfes contain, if I miftake not, a pleafing rural fccnc ; green 
pailures, wells of water, flocks and herds couched round 
them, and a little camp of Arabian Shepherds inclofing the 
whole. 

The cxprefllon thou Jhalt dig refers moft probably, ns Mr. 
Heath remarks, to digging of wells or fprings ; a circum- 
ftance frequently mentioned in the patriarchal hiftory w . The 
word tranflated thou Jhalt lie down x denoteth properly the 
decumbent pollute of cattle, after they have well fed ; and 
when they repofe at night. As to the encampment; It was 
the cuftom, as Mr. Heath obferves, of the eaflern people to 
pitch their tents nigh wells ; for the conveniency of water 
for their cattle. The fecurity alfo, here promifed, exprefieth 
the prote&ion wanted to defend them from wild beafls and 
from the incurfions of the thievifh Arabs of the defert. 

hccaufe there is hope ] The hope here mentioned as a ground 
of fecurity, can be no other than hope in God : that firm 
dependance on divine protection, which good men are war¬ 
ranted to entertain. 

many Jhall make fuit , &c.] 7 he ?nighty y Jhall make fuit , &c. 
Pri nces and other great men fhall court an alliance with thee. 
See Gen. xxvi. 26—29. 


w Gen. xxvi. 13— 22. 

* l 5 ial xxiii. 2. He maketh me to lie down in green paf- 

tnresy kc. See alfo Pocock. in Carmen Tograi . p. 95. The learned 
Chappclow remarks, that this word is likewife applied by the 
Arabians to the Jbepherds , lying down to relt in the fame place 
with their flocks. Comment, on Job. The fubilantive, however, 
is ufed fynonimous with a man’s dwelling in Prov. xxiv. 1 c. 
where it is engliihed rejling place. But in Cant. i. 7. the verb 
is ufed in the fame fenfe as in Arabic. 

-Mr. Heath’s verflon is, The mighty Jhall intreat thy 

favour. 
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20. But ftubborn finners watch with weary’d eyes, 1 


Help, far away, from their diftrefles flies, 
And death’s black lhades, their laft fad refug 
rife. 



Chap. 

XII. 

1, 2. Yes, anfwer’d Job, ye are th’ enlighten’d few, 
Fav’rites of Wifdom ! will fhe die with you ? 

3. And yet, my portion of the mental ray 
Is not inferior to your boafted day. 

Stale 

Ver. 20. Their hope Jhall be as, &c.] The original fays, 
their hope Jhall be the giving up of the ghofl: that is, their dif- 
trefs and defpair {hall make them wifh to be out of the world. 
He evidently reflects on Job's pafflonate wi{hes for death, 
which he reprefents to be the practice of wicked men . 

CHAP, XII. 

Job's reply in this chapter is in a vein of plaintive argument 
tation. He alledgeth facts relative partly to himfelf z , and 
partly to all mankind a j which demonftrate a ftransjc ine¬ 
quality and feeming confufion in the diilribuuon of good and 
evil : Whence it follows, that a man’s worldly condition, 
whether profperous or afflicted, is no criterion of his moral 
character. This rcafoning is in point. For his three anta- 
gonifts had concluded him to be wicked merely from his be¬ 
ing wretched. 

Ver. 2. Ye are the people , &c.] He chaftifes them for aflum- 
ing Juch airs of fuperiority over him. In the Ityle of Arabia, 
the people of riches are rich men \ and the people of knowledge , 
men of learning b « 


z Ver. 4. * Ver. 11 — 2;. 

b Scaliger’s Proverb. Arab, Cent. ii. 87. 
Arab. p. 153. 

G 2 


Pocock. Spec. Hilt. 
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Stale faws, and tales of tyrants overthrown, 
Thofe vulgar themes — to whom are thofe un¬ 
known ? 

4. The man derided by his friend, am I; 

41 To God he clamours, and let God reply.” 
This infulr, for integrity’s appeals, 

This cruel taunt, the man of juftice feels, 

5. Contempt purfues the fall’n ; exalted eafe 
With fcomful eye unhappy virtue fees* 

6 , Peace 


Ver. 4. I am as one , &c.] The original is, 

The derijion of his friend am /, 

4C He calleth to God , and let him anfwer him : ,y 
< The jujl upright man is a derifon. 

The dcrifion, or iirfult, is contained in the middle claufe; 

cc He calleth to God, and let him anfwer him ,* 9 

Thus Eliphaz had infiilted him for his complaint, call now y 
there is one that anfwereth thee c : And thus Zophar had in- 
fulted him, But (J that GoJ Would fpeak y and open his Ups 
againft thee d ; deriding him for what he had faid chap, ix. 
35. x. 2, 

Ver. 5. He that is ready, &c.] Adverfity finks a man into 
contempt with the profperous. The literal verfion of the. 
hebrew will be, 

For calamity e contempt is ready r 
In the thoughts of him who is at eafe \ 

For them who flip with their feet r . 

Calamity 


c Chap. v. 1 • See the note. d Chap. xi. 5. 

c TD 1 ? a word compounded of the prepofition 7 for and the 
noun fubilantive *p£) calamity ; or ruin , as it is englifhed Prov. 
xxiv. 22. It might have been rendred fo in Job xxxi. 29. If I 
rejoiced at the calamity , or ruin , of, Sec, 

f *7^ So Pf. xviii. 36. ( heb , 37.) Thou baft enlarged 

my Jleps under me, that my feet did not flip. 
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6. Peace dwells with robbers \ they enjoy their fpoil. 
Provoke God’s wrath, and revel in his fmile. 

7. Queftion the flocks and herds, whole land they 

feed ? 

Fowls, for whofe riot they increafe their breed ? 

8. Earth, to whofe wealthy magazines fhe yields 
Her flowing vintage and her cultUr’d fields ? 

And nations of the fcale, whofe tafte to pleafe 
Their fins in millions cut the dreams and feas ? 

9. Dulnefs itfelf may, from thefe teachers, know 
Th* imperial hand which governs all below; 

10. The hand, which holds, as by its pow’r began, 
AIJ life, from yegetative np to man. 

11. Now 

Calamity is here put for the calamitous , or afflicted ; exprefled 
in the I aft claufc by them who flip * with their feet , the fallen ; 
he points particularly to himfelf; as he does to his three 
friends in the middle fentence, him who is at eafe . 

Ver. 6—ic. The tabernacles , &c.] Thefe verfes are a con- 
traft of the foregoing : He who had exercifed himfelf to have 

o o 

a 1 wavs a confcience void of offence towards God and towards 
men, was utterly ruined ; and abandoned to cruel infults : 
but thofe who had plundered his eftate, and murdered his 
lervants, enjoyed the protection and bleflings of providence 
in abundance. 

Vcr. 7 —10. But ajk now the beajls , &c.j This beauti ul 
apoftrophifmg of the inanimate and brute creation ib onlv a 
poetical way of faying, that the great author and diipcucr 
of life had given into the hands of robbers the beaiis of ten: 
field, and the fowls of the heaven. See. Such men, he com¬ 
plains, pofl'efs the largell: property and ule ol the bruie cre¬ 
ation 

g thiTn njjho flip. 'This word nullifies iojuii nit$ ati ver- 

fitji) Plai. xxvi. i. wheic it ij rend : cd 10 fltde. 

^ 3 
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11. Now let a knowing ear the ftrain attend, 

To loftier themes my tow’ring thoughts afcend. 
Taftes the found palate tries, the knowing ear 
Difcourfe examines and decides as clear : 

12. And Ihould not judgement be the crown of age ? 
A nd fnow-white locks befpeak th’ experienc’d fage ? 

13. Sapience and pow’r to God alone belong; 
Wife are his counfels, and his arm is ftrong : 

14. He overturns, what hand eretts again ? 

He binds ; who burfts his adamantine chain ? 

15. He 

ation and the produce of the earth ; which they abufe to the 
purpofes of luxury and riot. 

Ver. 12. IVith the ancient is, &c.] IVtth the ancient Ihould 
be wifdom y &c. As the palate diftinguifheth the agreeable 
and difagreeable taftes in food ; fo the ear, or rather the 
mind by the ear, difcerneth truth and falfehood in difcourfe : 
And we juftly expeCt: to find this difcerning power, moft 
perfect in perfons of years and experience. He glances at 
Eliphaz, and the other two, for talking fo ignorantly pf the 
ways of providence. 

Ver. 13—25. JVi th him, See.*] The defign of this grand 
difcourfe on the ways of God to men is, I apprehend, to efta- 
blifti his pofition, Chap. ix. 22. He dejlroyeth the perfect and the 
wicked. That proportion is here proved by induction : He 
alledgeth thofe great and general calamities, droughty inun¬ 
dation and the overthrow of kingdoms \ which make no dif- 
tmetion between the innocent and the guilty, but involve the 
moft refpectable characters, and the nobleft and moft impor¬ 
tant talents, in diftrefs, difgrace, and ruin. 

Ver. 13, 14. IVitb him is wifdsmy &c.] Thefe two verfes 
feem to be an introduction to the following ; being a general 
aflertion of the fupreme, abfolute, and irrefiftable dominion 
of God ; whenever he decreeth the deftruCtion of fome flou¬ 
rishing city and kingdom ; or of any particular family, or 
man, of great eminence and power. 
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15. He checks the waters ; all is defert round : 

He fends them out; they defolate the ground. 

16. Sapience and pow’r are his: he rules all ill, 
Mifleader and milled his plan fulfill: 

17. Watchmen 


Ver. 15. Behold he witholdeth, & c.] This fir ft fentence of 
the period is a concife defcription of a general drought and 
famine j fuch as his own country fuffered upon the failure^ of 
the cquinodtial rains : or fuch as Egypt was afflicted with, 
when the Nile did not rife high enough to overflow the 
lands. 

Alfa he fendeth , &c.] This claufe deferibes an Inundation, 
fuch as might happen in Job’s country from the torrents 
caufed by too great an abundance of rain : Or fuch as does 
fo much mifehief in Egypt; when the Nile rifeth beyond a 
certain height, and pours a body of water, on the fields, too 
large to be chained off by their canals. 

Ver. 16. IVith him is Jlrength and wifdom ] With great 
judgement our admirable poet repeats theje attributes of the 
Deity, to fix our attention to thefe: for he is going to de- 
feribe a fccne of public calamity and di It ration, which is the 
effect of uncontrollable power directed by counfels infinitely 
above our comprehenfion. 

the deceived and the deceiver arc his] The terms in the ori¬ 
ginal are metaphors taken from fhcep h , which through the 
negligence and mifconducl: of their fhepherds go affray to 
their deftrudtion. 

"The.deceiver , therefore, or he that caufeth to err , fignifies 
foolifh and wicked rulers ; who by their male-adminiftration 
br;ng deftrudtion upon themfelves and their country. The 
deceived or erring are the people fo mifguided and ruined. 
The fentence afierts, that God overrules all this madnefs 
and mifehief to ferve the wife ends of his own infcrutable 
providence. 


h mtPai MW Ezek. xxxiv. 2—6. Ecclef. x. 5. compare 
Jfaiah xix. 13, 14. See alfo the ufe of rutya in Deut. xxvii. 
Prov. xxviii. 10. 
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17. Watchmenof realms, and guardians of their rights, 

He drags to bondage, he with madnefs fmites. 

• - * 

18. He breaks the rod of majefty, he flings 
The captive’s cord around the loins of kings : 

19. Diftradts 

Ver. 17—21. He leadeth , &c.] The fum of this whole 
paragraph is, that nb policy, eloquence, heroifm, or extent 
of dominion can prefetve a ftate ; which God has decreed to 
overturn. But the chief point in view is, that, in fuch a 
cataftrophe, dignity, excellence, and the moil: noble talents 
for public utility are overwhelmed'with ignominy’and ruin. 

Ver. 17. Counfellors—Judges ] The former mean, I fup- 
pofe, the great Statefmen, who compofe the council of the 
iovereign j the latter, thofe who prefide in the adminiftration 
of jufticc. * " ' 

He leadeth away 1 fpoiled k —and maketh fools '] He delivers 
them into the hands of their enemies to be fpoiled, and car¬ 
ried into captivity : And by this deplorable reverfe of con¬ 
dition, he diftradts them with terror and defpair. 

Ver. 18. He loofetb the bond m of kings] He deftroys their 
binding power, their authority, by dethroning them. The 
expreflion may allude to the royal belt, one of the infignia of 
majefty. compare Ifaiah xlv. 1. 

and girdeth !: , &c.] The tenor of the difeourfe requires 
thefe expreflions tb be taken in a calamitous fenfe. The 
girdie, therefore, muft here mean the cord, or chain , that was 
tied about the Waift of captives. T he manner of making' 
war in our days, is very different from what it was in ancient 
times : Wc now fee no fuch cataftrophes as princes and their 
people led into captivity ; but thefe were the ufual effects of 
conqueft in former ages. 


1 ft ft ufed in llie ferfe of carrying into captivity 

U Cbron. xxxvi/6. See alfo II Kings xxiv. 15. 

* bb'M L XX. ur/fACt?.b.rt£i captives . 

1 he maketh mad. LXX. i^rricc, hi maketh them befde 

them/elves . 

,m Its root “|£)* fignifies coercive poorer, political dtj'ci- 

fllhc,' in 1 Kings xiii 1 1 . where it is englilhcd to chajlife. 

* nDN’ So Pf. cxlix. 8, bind their king's with chains, &C. 
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19. Didrafts the viceroy chiefs, and whelms them alU 
Ev’n flouted warriors, in the common fall. 

20. He drikes the patriot dumb ; in vex’d debat^ 
Confounds the hoary fages of the date : 

21. He 


Ver. 10. princes] Governors of provinces, viceroys, fuch, 
probably, was Potipherah, prince of On and father-in-law of 
Jofcph n : and fuch were the for.s of David p. 

1 1 » 

and overtbrowcth\ in battle; qr, in genera], he abandons 
them to dcftruftion. the word is oppofed to divine protection, 
in Prov, xiii. 6 

i ’ 

The mighty 1] The mighty men of war. 

1 ' 

Ver. 20. the trujly r ] The patriotic orators; who in the 
general diflraCtion of their country lofe pofTellion of their 
mental powers, and are no longer able to exert thdr elo¬ 
quence. 


the aged ] the elders ; that is, fenators. 

Ver. 2i. princes s ] The hebrew is a different word from 
that which is trinflated princes in ver. 19. It denotes perfonj 
of a noble, generous temper ; and is r^ndred liberal in Ifaiah 
xxxii. 5, 8. 

r 

Even this benevolent character cannot proteCI the pofleflor 
of it, in general calamities. This brings to my remem¬ 
brance the unhappy fate of the good Axylus fo movingly de- 
feribed by Homer. 


Next 


0 Gen. vli. 50. p II Sam. via* 18. 

q C’JIVK it is ufed as an epithet of a torrent in Amos v. t.\. 
Let‘Judgement run down as waters, and righteoujnefs as a mighty 
ft ream . Homer compares the impetuofity of his warriors to a 

torrent, II. v. 87, &c. 

f Q'JENJ Mr. Heath derives it from DW t0 fP ea 
s englifhed willing Exod. xxxv. 5. whojiever is of 

a willing heart , let him bring it, an offering of the Lord ; gold, and 
fiver , and brafs . in Prov. xix. 6, It is fynonimous with him (hat 
gi vetb gifts (Heb. the man of gifts) and ought to have been 
lendercd there the liberal man. 
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* 

21. He pours contempt on every gen’rous name. 
And cloaths all mortal excellence with fhame. 

22 . Thus, fwift and fudden, from the womb of night 
His deep defigns he ufhers into light; 

As 


Next Teuthras ’ Ton diflain’d the fands with blood, 
Axylus, hofpitable, rich, and good : 

In fair Ari/bd s walls (his native place) 

He held h is feat \ a friend to human race. 

Faft by the road, his ever-open door 
Oblig’d the wealthy, and reliev’d the poor. 

To fieri! Tydicks now he falls a prey. 

No friend to guard him in the dreadful day ! 
Breathlefs the good man fell, and by his fide 
His faithful fervant, old Calcfius dy’d *. 

Ver. 21. the mighty 1 ] It is a different word in the original 
from that which is thus turned in ver. 19. It fignifics, in 
Arabia, perfons eminent for any illuflrious quality, knowledge y 
courage % &c. very proper therefore to clofe the foregoing 
feries; as it comprehends all therein mentioned or omitted. 

He weahneth the Jlrength] rather, as the learned Schultens 
t ran dates it, He loofeth the girdle v/ : that is, he {Trips thefe 
illuflrious perfonages of their dignity and honours, and over¬ 
whelms them with difgrace in a flate of captivity. 

Ver. 22. Hedifcovereth, &c.] This verfe is a reflection on 
the foregoing events, and forms an cafy tranfition to the re¬ 
mainder of the fubject. Yet, I mufl own, it feems to me 
out of its proper fituation : I think it would better have 
clofed the whole difeourfe. The fentiment is, that while 
thefe terrible revolutions remain in the divine counfels; 

they 


3 Pope’s Homer’s Iliad, b. vi. ver. 15, Sc c. in the Original, 
ver. 12, &c. 

* tD’p’Dtt* u Vid. the Commentary of Schultens.’ 

w mb Buxtorf in his hebrew Concordance renders it zona, a 
girdle , as our public verfion turns it in Pfalm cix, 19. The root, 
fdys Schultens, is niT; and NPHT in the Syriac teflament, Aits 
xxv, 23, fignif.es pomp r f ctrejs, and other royal magnificence. 
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As though the horrors of infernal fliade 

He caft abroad, and o’er the world difplay’d. 

23. The nations with his fatal mifts he blinds. 

Then fweeps, and fcatters into all the winds, 

24. Their leaders he bereaves of foul, who ftray 

25. In a vail pathlels wild without a guiding ray : 

In 

they are darknefs, utter darknefs to us, deep impenetrable 
fecrets : And when they are difeovered in the execution, 
they aftonifh and terrify mankind 5 as though fepulchral dark¬ 
nefs covered the face of the earth. The prophet Daniel fpeaks 
in like figurative language of the counfels of God relating 
to the four great Empires of the world, Chap. ii. 21, 22. 

Ver. 23. He increafeth , &c.] The calamitous fate of the 
illuflrious perfonages above mentioned, involves in it the ruin 
of a whole nation. There had been inftances, even before 
the times of Job, of a whole people carried away by the con¬ 
queror from their own country x . Such a feene is deferibed 
in this verfe. The verfion, if I miftake not, fliould be as 
follows ; 

He caufeth the nations to err y, and deftroyeth them: 

He fcattereth* the nations, and leadeth them away*. 

God caufeth a nation to err , when he fufFers their rulers to 
mi Head them by deftruftive counfels. He fcattereth thcm y 
when he fends them captives into other countries. 

Ver. 24, 25. He taketh away, &c.] divine infatuation of 
the governing Powers is here deferibed, in forcible language 

and 


x See Gen. xiv. 

I follow the feptuagint, •nXxvZv he caufeth to err : they rend 
as in ver. 16. See Deut. xxvii. 18. in the he brew and in 
the Greek. 

' nD&y k Is u f e d in the fenfe of fpreading , that is fcattering ; 
in Jcr. viii. 2. The LXX. render it in the verfe before us by 
xuTa.,-fx;-,vw proflernens , overthrowing. 

3 nnj 11 ls a m e ta phor from a flock of fheep driven away by 
an enemy : this is the acceptation of the word in II Kings xviii. 
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In a vaft wild their difmal way they feel, 
Perplex’d, diftrefb, from doubt to doubt they reel, 
Bewilder’d by ftrong energy divine. 

Like men who ftagger with the fumes of wine. 

Chap. 

XIII. 

j. All this my eyes atteft j and faithful tame, 
T-ut’ring my curious ear, attefts the fame : 

2. Nor 

and ftriking refemblances. Privation of judgement and cou¬ 
rage is exprefled by God’s taking aivay their heart: In their 
confufion, miftakes, perplexity, and diftrcfs, they refemble 
perfons who have loft themfelves in the Arabian folitudes ; 
without a path, without a way-mark, without a light to guide 
them : and their irrefolution and unftable counfels arc likq 
the reeling motions of a drunken man. 

CHAP. XIII. 

By the fa<fts produced in the foregoing chapter, he had de- 
moliftied the hypothefis of his antagonifts concerning the 
courfe of providence. But he continues diflatisfied with its 
meafures towards himfclf. He wants to carry his caufe to 
the bar of God : And after a fevere reprehenfion of the fu¬ 
tility of their difeourfes, and the unfairnefs of their manage¬ 
ment of the controverfy b , declares his refolution fo to do ; 
let what will be the confequencc c . Accordingly he breaks 
out, at the twentieth verfe of this chapter, in the freeft cf- 
fufion of felf-defencc, pleading, and complaint; which he 
purfues to the end of the next chapter. All this part of his 
difeourfe is the language of the paflions. 

Ver. 1,2. Lo mine eye^ &c.J Thefe two verfes ought not 

to 

11, Jnd the king of AJfyria did carry away lfrael unto JJjyria, and 
put them ih (ltd them > as captives, into) Habor, Sec. When this 
word is taken in a good meaning, it denoteth leading fheep into 
proper places of refteftimerit; as in Pf. xxiii. 2. He leadeth me in 
the paths of reghuoujnejs. Compare ver. l, 2. 

b Ver! 3—iz. c Ver. 13—19. 

8 
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2. Nor knowledge can you boaft to me unknown. 
Nor challenge fenfe fuperior to my own. 


3. O how it would my longing foul elate. 

Might I with God himfelf my caufe debate! 

4. But you, all you, are wranglers; your replies 
Are pompous trifles, and defaming lies. 

5, 6. Be dumb, fo prove your wifdom; dumb receive 
Sharp caftigation, which my lips fliall give. 

7. On God’s behalf thefe methods will you dare; 
Unjult in judging, in difpute unfair ? 

8. To 

t6 have been disjoined from the former chapter. They au¬ 
thenticate the fadis alleged in it. 

Ver. 4. ye are forgers of lies ] By lies he means their falfe 
accounts of the ways of providence towards bad men and 
good. He calls them forgers , or rather varnijhers d , bccaufe 
they had fet off their untruths in the glaring colours of 
rhetoric. 

Ver. 6. Hear now , &c.] Hear now my reproof c , and hearken 
to the ccnfures ! of my lips . 

Ver. 7, 8. TVillyoufpcak wickedly , 5cC.] They fpoke wickedly 
for God , bccaufe to juftify him they were unjuft to their 
friend ; to fave the honour of providence, they condemned 
an innocent man. 'They talked deceitfully for God ; becaufe 
they cunningly kept out of fight the truths that made againft 
their own caufe ; namely, that many very wicked men profper 
throughout life, and that many innocent perfons perifli with 

the 


fignifiea in the Chaldee to plaifer . Vid. Cafteii. 

Lsx. Hcpt» 

c nroin lxx. *teyX 0C - reproof This is the ufual acceptation 
of the word in the book of Proverbs. The verb is englifhed to 
reprouty in the tenth verfe of this chapter. 

' JYQ 1 LXX. *^1714 redargutio % cenfure^ 
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8 . To him be partial, half the truth conceal; 

Then fan&ify the fraud and call it zeal ? 

9. Can you abide his teft ? will Toothing ftyle. 
Which men deceives, th’ Almighty’s ear beguile ? 

10. If partial thoughts work fecretly within, 
Tremble; be certain he will mark the fin. 

11. Shall not his majefty your fears- alarm ? 

Nor yet the thunder of his lifted arm ? 

12. What are your boafted maxims ? what your heap 
Of fwelling promifes ? I hold them cheap : 

Light 

the wicked in general calamities. Thus they were partial 
to God ; they accepted his perfon , as it is expre/Ted in the next 
verfe. 

Ver. 8. JVM ye contend for God P] Do you take upon you 
to be advocates for God ? and to defend his providence in 
this iniquitous manner? Will this pretended zeal for his 
honour protect you from his refentment ? 

Ver. 9. do ye fo mock him] The hebrew word fignifies, 
among other meanings, to fatter a perfon's humour at the 
expence of truth. It is the higheft indignity that can be 
offered to God, to imagine that we gratify him by bigotry, 
partiality, and unjuft methods of defending religion. 

Ver. 12. Your remembrances , &c. ] Your memorable faying s b . 
Their difeourfes were made up of common-place observations, 
maxims, and proverbs, concerning the judgements of God 
on wicked men ; and of pompous, romantic declamations on 
the worldly felicity of good men. To exprefs his contempt 
of them, he compares them to dirt and fwelling heaps of mud j 
which are eafily blown away or fwept clown, 

your 

? H nn the derivative noun, JTlbnnft* is englifhed deceits 
in lfaiah xxx. 10. it there plainly imports untruths that flatter 
mens wifhes. 

h DD’TOT Harir ufes it in his firft diflertation for a faying 
of the Koran . Vid. Gol. Gram , Arab . p. 218, 
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Light as the duft before the riling gale; 
Molehills of fand, as worthlefs and as frail. 

13. Peace *, unmolefting, while I pour abroad 
My honeft pleadings, by no peril aw 5 d : 

14. Befall what will; I’ll put within my hand 
My trembling life, and every danger ftand. 

15. Yes, 


your bodies', £cc.] your fwelling heaps are fwelling heaps 
of mire k . he means their fwelling heaps of words j their 
high-flown difeourfes, in particular, on the happy condition 
of pious and virtuous perfons even in the prefent world C 


Ver. 13. Lt come on me what will] We meet with a fimilar 
mode of fpcech in the Arabian Anthologia : “ I will wipe off 
this dilhonour with my fword, let the decree of God draw 
upon me what it will m .” The meaning is, I will revenge 
the affront at the hazard of my life. This manner of 
fpeaking imports defperate refolution. 

Ver. 14. Wherefore n , See. ] At all events I will take my jlcjh 
in my teeth, and put my life in my hand r Thefe are proverbial 
expreflions : The former is equivalent to, / will eat my own 
flfjh \ that is, I will be my own deftroyer v . He means, that 
he would maintain his ways before God, though he were cer¬ 
tain to periih in the attempt. Accordinglv he rcfolves to 
ex pole hirnfelf to that danger ; I will put my life in my hand e : 

What 


* CDOJ 1 'our high flown difeourfes , Mr. Heath, ves difeours 
rrfl.~, your bornbafl harangues, Crinfoz, ii extort, in his Con¬ 
cordance, tranflatei it celfltaies. I: properly iil! niiie:; a high build¬ 
ing, Ezek, ;'vi, 2 . C J hou hafl ad jo built u/.to t hec an eminent place. 

“ i.n m«d, or mire, llaiah x. 6. 


1 Chap v. 19—26. xi. 1 5 — 19. m Andiolog. p. 39$. 

n i"T» Super qiiocumquc tandem rvcniu, notwithjlanding 
any thing , at all events; as the learned Schukens explains it. He 
ptoves that Sy fit;,, if. e.s non cbfiante in chap. x. 7. “run by 
7i ot wi t hfl ana rug thy knowledge that l am net wished. See Ins Com¬ 


mentary . 

0 llaiah i>:. 20. 
33 J L ‘dgei xii. >. 


Kcclef. iv. 5. 

S-e* a I Id Mi. Merrick on to * Pfdtns, p. 235. 4:0. 
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15. Yes, he will flay me (other hope were vain) 

Yet to his face I will my caufe maintain, 

16. And plead not guilty: his abfolving voice 
With fweet falvation will my foul rejoice: 

None but the wicked his tribunal dread, 

Guilt in his prefence dates not lift its head. 

17, Hear, 

What is carried in the hand rtiay eafily flip oUt, or be fnaftTied 
away. However faulty thefe fentiments may be in other 
refpech ; there is yet a magnanimity in them, which difeo- 
vers, in a wonderful manner, the animating force of a clear 
confcience. 

Ver. 15. Though he flay me y &c.] Lo he will flay tne , I expefl 
nothing elfe p : neverthelcjs I will maintain mine own ways before 
him . He expected nothing elfe, but ttiat God would Cut 
him off by h is prefent difeafe : Yet he refolves, in the face 
of certain death, to juftify his innocence even to God himfclf. 

Ver. 16. He alfo (hall be my falvation ] Mr. Crinfoz re¬ 
marks, that falvation * here fignifies the deliverance, or abfo- 
lution y of an accufed perfon \ whofe innocence is acknow¬ 
ledged by his judge. Nothing but confcious integrity, and 
the moft exalted fentiments of the divihe equity, could give 
birth to this noble confidence. Out admirable poet has the 
art of fuftaining the pious chara&er of his chief perfonage, 
in the midft of the moft daring exceffes. 

for an hypocrite , &c.J But a profligate r Jhall not come before 
him . A wicked man, fuch as you have represented me, will 
not dare to venture on fuch an attempt \ much lei's iucceed 
in it. 


p This is Mr. Heath’s transition o fin bnw nV » 
is agreeable to the text, whereas our Tratiilators follow the mar¬ 
ginal correction ^ in him . 

« row* in the Pfalms it fignifies temporal deliverance ; and in 
Pf. lxii. 6. it means particularly deliverance from lalic acculers: 
compare ver. 4. of that pfalm. 

r ppn See the note on chap. viii. 13. 
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17, Hear, hear, my pleading (hear ; the planft’d 
defence, 

iS. Aflur’d of noble triumph, I commence: 

19. Stand forth, accufer ; thy inditement prove, 

I’ll yield to die ; nor will one murmur move, 

20. On two conditions (O indulge that grace) 

I’ll ieek no fhelter from thy awful face : 

21. Remove thy crufhing hand far off-, and dart 
No dreadful radiance to di(tract my heart: 

£2* Thou then arraign ; I’ll anfwer with my plea : 

Or deign thou anfwer, while I queftion thee: 

23. What, 

Ver. 17. my declaration ] Tnis is plainly a judicial term, 
it denotes opening his caufe, or fhewing the matter of his 
complaint. 

Ver. 19. IVho is he , &c.J Who will appear as plaintiff, or 
accufer, againft me ? 

for notu , &c.] for now I will he Client , and f ix)ill die ; that is, 
as Mr. Heath explains it, if an accufer appear, and prove his 
charge ; I will not fpeak one word more, but be content to 
iuffer death as a convict. 

Ver. 20, 21. Only , &c.] See the note on Chap. ix» 
34 , 35 - 

Ver. 22. fhen call thou , &c.] This is a flat contradiction 
to his refolution Chap. ix. 15, But no wonder; he was not 
matter of himfelf. A reader who experts coolncfs and con- 
fittency from a man under the agitation of fo many vehement 
piflions, can hardly be himlclf in his fober fenfes. 

The expreflions clearly import, that he aimed to difpute 
his caufe, not meerly before God as a judge, but with God 
as a party. For explication of the terms, fee the note on 
Chap. ix. 16. 


H 
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23. What, and how many, are my fins ? reveal 
My crimes, my treafons, which thy rolls conceal. 

24. What provocation veils thy face in frown ? 

Why me profcribe as rebel to thy crown ? 

25. Shall pov/r almighty give the whirlwind law 
To tofs a leaf, and perfecute a ftraw ? 

26. Decrees fevere ! my youthful follies—-thefe 
Now feel thy vengeance—O fevere decrees! 

2 y. With bonds, and ftripes, and durance hard, by thee 
The punHhment of flaves is laid on me: 

28. To 

f 

Ver. 23—25. How many , &c.] Here is a rapid fucceflion 
of interrogations, which carries an air of petulance in it. 
The ftyle is too fpirited to confift with reverence. 

Ver. 24. JVhcrcfore , &c.] He remonftrates againft the 
treatment he met with, as incongruous to the behaviour he 
had maintained : juft as if a loyal fubject were frowned upon 
by his prince, and puniftied as a rebel. 

Ver. 25. Wilt thou breaks &c.] Here he alleges the dis¬ 
proportion of the means to the end. To employ fuch nu¬ 
merous and fevere afflictions, to crufh fb feeble a creature, 
was like raifing a tempeft to blow away a leaf or a ftraw. 

Ver. 26. For tbou uritcjl \ Uc .] Now he urges the dis¬ 
proportion of the punilhment to the fault. He was con¬ 
scious of no other fins but the follies of his youth. He ima¬ 
gines he was now fuffering for thofe inadvertencies \ which 
he thinks extremely hard, as his youth had been in the main 
a courfe of virtue, fee chap. xxxi. i&. 

Ver. 27, Thou puttejl y &c.] He complains that he was 
ufed by God as men were wont to ufe their fugitive Haves, 
that is, his afflictions had expofed him to indignity and in¬ 
famy 


s fbou i. e. thou decreed. It is a law-term. Compare 

Ifaiah ixv, 6. 
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28. To rottennefs and worms a living prey. 

Like a moth-eaten veft I wafte away. 

Chap. 

famy equal to what was inflicted on the vileft of rtiankifid. 
Elihu chaftifes him for thefe irrevfcrent expreflions chap, 
xxxiii. 11. 

in the flocks] Mr. Heath’s tranflation of this verfe is as 
follows -y 

Then putt eft my feet alfo in a clog f * 

Thou watchejt a 'l my patbsy 

Toou fettejl a mark u on the foies w of my feet. 

Thefe expreflions, he thinks, allude to the cuftorn of put¬ 
ting a clog on the feet of fugitive flaves, with the owner’s 
mark, that they might be traced and found. Some kind of 
ignominious punifhment, either of flaves or other malefac¬ 
tors, is doubtlefs referred to. But till that can be on good 
authority afeertained, this verfe will remain obfeure. 

Ver. 28. And he as a rotten things &c.] The learned Mi- 
chaelis * reckons this among the paflageS, which refer to 
Job’s difeafe. It certainly anfwers to the defeription chap, 
vii. 5. It is equally certain, that his difeafe was one con- 
fiderable part of his fufFerings, and caufe of the contempt 
into which he was fallen. But the difficulty lies in the hid¬ 
den change of the perfon. He as a rotten thing, &c. fuch 
changes, however, are very common in the facred poems. 
The ufage alfo of the third perfon for the firft is very fre¬ 
quent' 


1 “ID The verb is preserved in Arabic ; in which language it 
fignifies ohjiruere , to obfiruft, to put an obllacle in a perfon’s way. 
Sec Sch ukens’ Comment. 

u npnnn The verb npn F ro perly means to carve, or cut 
with a graving tool; I Lings Vi. 55. *witb gold fitted upon the 
car ved work. 

w the roots . a man Hands upon the folcs of his feet, as 

a tree on its roots. 

r A ot. in Prcelett. p. 202. 
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Chap. 

XIV. 

i. Frail native of the womb, his age a fpan 
Fill’d full with trouble, is thy creature man ; 
a. A tender flow’rer, gather’d in its prime, 

A (hadow gliding o’er the plain of time. 

3. Does this weak thing employ thy jealous eye ? 

Its faults the bus’nefs of thy bar fupply ? 

4. From 

quent in the tragedies of Sophocles, This man for 1 and w ^ 
as the learned Schultens has obferved 36 . 

C PI A P. XIV. 

An air of fad folemnity is diffufed over this whole chapter. 
It is a train of gloomy ideas, riling fuccellively in a mdan- 
choly mind ; and doling with a fccne highly tragical, the 
deplorable condition of man in the grave. 

Ver. 2. like a flower—as a Jhadow] The firft: of thefe fimi- 
lies beautifully reprefents the tender compofition of man’s 
elegant frame, which is eafily deftroyed by the fmalieft acci¬ 
dent : The other illuftrates the emptinefs of his enjoyments, 
and the celerity with which his life is continually halting 
to its period. This image in the latter comparifon may be 
the jhadow call by the fun upon the eaFth : But Cocceius 
underftands it rather of the fhadow on the fun-dial. Sun¬ 
dials were probably as early as the times of Job, being an 
invention which would naturally occur to the Egyptians or 
Chaldeans ; who were fuch great Aflxonomers. 

Ver. 3. doji thou ope/: thine eyes upon, &c.] This expre/Hon 

denotes 


y CEdipus Colonus. ver. 676, 139.1, 1^42, 161', 1689. See 
feveral examples of this iuium among the Creeks and Oriental* in 
Mr. Merrick’s note on Pi. xxxiv. 

z Mr. Grey, Chappelow, and Heath, are for remov ! ng this 
verfe, and placing it next after the Ivcvuid verfe of the fallowing 
chapter. 
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4. From a foul fpring can limpid waters run ? 

Lives there a man from failings pure ? not one. 

5. His dace is fhorten’d, and his term alfign’d, 

The bound unpayable by thee defin’d : 

6 . Yield him fome relpite ; turn, O turn away, 

And leave this hireling to enjoy his day, 

7. A 

denotes in Zech. xii. 4. to look angrily at another : In that 
day, faith the Lord , I will open mine eyes upon the houfe of Judah , 
and will fi/nitc every houfe of the people with blindnefs . 

me a ] Mr. Heath renders it him , as correfponding beft to 
fiich a one in the former clauie. 

Job argues here, that it is too fevere to increafe the ordinary 
afflictions of human life ; by animadverting with rigour oil 
fuch a frail and fhort-lived creature as man. he fpeaks in 
general terms, but points in particular to his own cafe. 

Ver. 4. Who can bring, ccc.] He now pleads for lenity on 
account of the natural weaknels of man’s moral powers : 
Imperfc£tion is entailed on man by hi? birth. Can fuch a 
creature be without failures ? 

Ver. 5, 6. Seeing his days b 0 See,] He alledges the contracted 
limits of human life, and the impoftbility of extending it 
beyond thole bounds, as a motive for the intermifiion of his 
fufierings ; and for allowance of fome little enjoyment to 
fuch a fhort exigence. 


a Tift me * Mr. Heath remarks, that all the ancient verfions, 
except the Chaldee, read TJ"|ft him. 

b are determined ] are ctlf fhort, we tranflatc it mnimed 

in Lev. xxii. 22. where it feems to mean the lofs of a limb, or 
fome part of the body, by amputation, compare the ufe of this 
word in Ifaiah x. 23. with the LXX, and with Rom. ix. 28 Job 
probably thought of the longevity of the antediluvian men, and 
the prefent abbreviation of human life. 

H 3 
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7. A tree which falls beneath the wounding fleet, 
Hopes a new growth the cruel wound to heal: 

8 . Yea though its faplefs bole with age decay. 

The roots half moulding in th’ unwater’d clay * 

9. Touch’d by the vital ftream it buds around, 

Like a young plant, with flow’rs and fruitage 

crown’d: 

10. But man, expir’d, what latent pow’rs reftore ? 
Man difappears, and who beholds him more ? 

11. The 

Ver. 7—12. For there is bopc> See.] lie inforccth his pe¬ 
tition for eafe (ver. 6.) by another confuleration : There is 
no coming back from the grave into this world ; to enjoy 
a fecond life, whole felicity might make amends for the 
mifery and infamy he now fuffered. That this is his mean¬ 
ing, appears by the illuflrations which he employs. If a tree, 
he fays, be cut down to the ground ; it will fpring again 
from its rQQt. where ? on the very fpot on which it grew 
before, it is not fo with man when he dieth. If alfo a 
pool, or lake, which feedeth fome river, be by any acci¬ 
dent dried up ; the waters will indeed continue to exift fome- 
where, but they will run no more in their former channel : 
fo it is with man, when he difappeareth from this world ; 
into which he (hall never return, 

Ver. 9. like a plant] Like one newly planted • fo the Scp- 
tuagint tranflates it c , and the fenfe requires. 

Ver. io. wnjlcth away' 1 ] The hebrew word fignifies, to 

be 


c puroq . Vuig. quafi turn prinmm plaiitatum ed, as though 

it'njuere then fir'd planted. 

See Exod. xvii. 13. Ifaiah xiv. \z. Jn the former 
of thefe paflages it is englifhed to dfcomfit ; in the latter, to 
tiyea&en. In Joel iv. 10. * the noun is turned by the LXJ£* ahnx rcc 

* I.XX, iii. 10. 


the 
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11. The pool its water lofes, and the ftream 
Dries to a defert, in the fcorching beam 5 

12. So man is loft: in dud fupine he lies. 

Nor, till the fpheres forget to wheel, fhall rife : 
While day and night their beauteous order keep. 
Death binds him faft in ever-during deep. 

13. O hide me, fcreen me in fepulchral fliade; 

Till this fierce tempeft of thy wrath be laid : 

Set me a feafon, when, with accent mild, 

Thy voice fhall waken thy remember’d child. 

14. But 

he fo intirclv fubducd and weakened as not to be abLe to re- 
cover. Man when dead has not any flrength or vigorous 
principle, like the root of a tree that is felled, remaining in 
him to renew his life. 

Ver. it. the fea 1 fo the orientals ftyle a lake , or any large 
body of water, fee the note on ver. 7—12, alfo the note 
on chap. vii. 12. 

Ver. 12. rifrth not , &c.] that is, lie rifeth not to a fecond 
life in this world. See the above note on ver. 7—12. and 
compare chap. vii. 9, 10. 

Ver. 13. O, that, &c.j In chap. vii. 9, 10, n. reflection 
on the impoflibility of coming back from the grave into this 
world, to enjoy a fecond and happier life, and more efpecially 
to dear his innocence; had caft him into a paroxyfm of de- 
1 pair. The fame reflexion now occurring again produccth 
the fame efFc£t. This paflionate wifh fomewhat refemblcs 
that ot Io, who in an agony of difirefs cries out to Jupiter; 

Confume me with fire, or hide me under ground, or give 
me to be food to the fea-monfters e .' M 

in 


the weak, or impotent . It feems to correfpond exa&ly to the vninfia 
kzaorzt Homer. 11. 7 . 278 . compare II. 4* 7 l > 7 2 » 44 - 4 * 

c In the Prometheus of ^Efchylus. 

Ii 4 
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14. But fhall a carcafe, rotted in the tomb, 

Qyicken and flourifh with a fecond bloom ? 

Patient 

in the grave] in JhcoL See the Appendix to thefe notes. 
Numb. II. 

untili thy wrath be pajl ] Thig is ftrange language. His 
perturbation of mind is fo great, that he fcarce knows what 
he fays. He thinks God is angry with him ; and that his 
ang^r will continue, fo long as he is in the prefent world : 
but that if he were removed out of it, God’s wrath would 
fubfide, and in time go ofF; like man’s refentment, when the 
object of it is kept a conftderable while out of his fight. 

appoint me a fet time , &c. ] He feems to fuppofe, that the 
ftate of death is a ftate of infenfihiliiy f : and begs he may re¬ 
main in that condition but for a fixed term \ and then re.- 
cover his confcioufncfs, and therewith the favour of God and 
enjoyment of felicity in a fecond life in the prefent world. 
This with contradicts what he had faid but a little before of 
the impoffibihty of returning from the grave to live here 
attain. Cut we fhould remember the diftiaCted flate of his 
mind. He prefently however recovers himfelf, fo far as jto 
fee the abfurdity of fuel 1 a wifn : If a ?nan dic y fall he live 
Again ? 

Ver. 14, If a man die , fall he live again?] He feems to 
correft himfelf for his vain requeft in the foregoing verfe. 
The fame thought as in ver. \ 2, of the impolfibility of a 
man’s returning into the world to live in it again, is here 
exprelt in the form of an interrogation. 

all the days y &c.] 

AH the days of my appointed time r I would wait y 
Untill my rei ,uation h come. 

He 


f Compare Pfal. vi. 

1 1 

6 my war/are 9 or appointed time of affliction. See 

chap. vii. 1. 

'* m y Sprouting again, it is a metaphor from a tree 

fpringing again after it haa been cut down ; ver. 7. it willfprout 
again. The feptuagint turns it in the verfe before us gif cu nrah* 
yufjfuti till I ex if again » 
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Patient of life, throughout my luff’ring date, 

I would that blifsful renovation wait. 

15. O hade, arraign me, my warm pleadings hear ; 
And with a father’s heart incline thy ear. 

16. Ah ! too fevere, obfervant of my ways. 

Thy mem’ry numbers every ftep that ftrays : 

1 7- AH 

He means, I think, that if there were a refurrcction to a new 
life in this world to be hoped for, he would bear His prefcnt 
heavy afflictions with undiaken patience. By his appointed 
time I underdand his now differing condition : and by his 
renovation, his redoration to a fecond life here for the vindi¬ 
cation of his character, and the enjoyment of fome happinefs. 
The tenor of his whole difeourfe appears to me to fugged this 
interpretation. 

Ver. 15. Thou Jhalt call , &c.] Unable to bear the thought 
of going out of the world under fuch a load of infamy, and 
having no hope of coming back into it again, to clear his 
innocence \ He earnedly begs of God to relent towards his 
creature, and to bring him to immediate trial. 

Call thou, and I will anfwer ; 

Have thou a define to the work of thine hands . 

The terms call and anfwer ought furely to be taken in the 
fame judicial fenfe as in chap. v. j. xiii. 22. the former de¬ 
noting the action of bringing the complaint; the latter the 
part of the defendant in replying to it. 

^ er. 16, 17. For noiv, &c.] as a contrad to the tender 
regard he pleaded for in the foregoing verfe, and as a rcafon. 
lor his urging an immediate trial ; he here fets forth, in ju- 
ihcial expreflions, the Severity with which God treated him 
now. 

Ver. 16. For now, &c.] His complaint here fhcvvs, that 
his difeontent with the ways of providence is dill increafmg : 
And thus the bufinefs of the poem, which is to expofe that 
offence, is going forward. 
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iy. All annall’d in thy rolls, beneath thy feal. 

My fins are treafur'd, and thy wrath I feel, 

18. Thy wrath lays defolate this earthy ball. 

Its rocks are funder’d and its mountains fall. 

19. Thy headlong torrents through the vallies found, 

! Burft the ftone bridges, fcoop the folk! ground, 

Ravage the fields, and with impetuous fway 
Hurry the rpral hope of toiling man away. 

20. O'er 

Ver. 17. thou fowejl up mine iniquity ] Thou reeordefl * mine 
iniquity . This circumftance, though mentioned laft, comes 
in order before the other: for the record muft be made up, 
before it is fealed and put in a place of fecurity. 

Ver. 18—22. And furely , &c.] Here is an abrypt tran- 
fition to fome other matter, after the manner of the Arabian 
poets k . He pafleth, if I miftake not, from his own parti¬ 
cular affli&ior.s to the calamitous ftate of this world in ge¬ 
neral ; inftancing earthquakes, inundations, and the waftc of 
mankind by death : all which he confiders as effe&s of the 
wrath of God againft the fins of men compare ver. 13. 

Ver. 18. The mountain fallings &c.] by an earthquake, fee 
the note on chap. ix. 5. 

• Ver. 19. The waters, &c.] I underftand this verfe to be a 
defeription of defoiating land-floods, or torrents, occafioned 
by the falling of the autumnal or vernal rains in too great 
abundance. 

The 


» to note in a regijler , as Mr. Heath turns it, and fo the 

LXX. L7Ti(7T.fjir,.li}» 

k Vid. Poccck. in carmen Tograi . p, 50. 

1 See chap. ix. 5, 6. Homer alfo reprefents deluges as divine 
pumihments ofinjuflice. II. xvi. 384, &c. 


Chap, XIV. t HE BOOK OF JOB. 107 

20. O’er weeping man thy legion’d ills prevail, 

His face thou changeft into fickly pale: 

Then fudden to the nether fhades he’s hurl’d. 

Cut off from all communion with the world; 

21. Unknowing what befalls his children here, 
Unfharing in the triumph and the tear : 

22. His corfe, mean while, in forrow waftes away. 
And his loft breath laments its mould’ring clay. 

Chap. 


The 'll'fit ns daft in pieces m the ft ones, 

T/.eir overfov/mgs 11 vjaft aivny the foil cf the earth , 
And thou dejiroyej ? the hope of man. 


the h:t>e rf rna:A that is, the hope of the hufbaudman ; the 
fruits of the ground, whether in the vineyard or in the fields. 

The yellow harvefls of the ripen’d year. 

And flatted vineyards, one fad wafte appear: 

When Jove defeends in flu icy fheets of rain, 

And all the labours of mankind are vain. 

Pope’s Horn. II. v. 117, &c. 

Ver. 20. Thou prevail ft , &c.] This expreflion referreth 
to the conftant and irrcfiftable operation of the fentenee of 
mortality, which is pafled upon all men. 

Thou changeft , &c.] Too often we behold, with a figh, 
this funeral preface in the altered looks of our valuable friends 
and beloved relations. 


Ver. 21. His font, &c.] The heart of every tender parent 
feels the force of this pathetic fentiment. 

Ver. 22. But bis jleft, kc .J As the two foregoing verfes 

(poke 


it fignifies not a genile but a violent attrition and 
diftipation, as appears by the literal and figurative ufc of this 
word in the hebrew bible. See bxod. xxx. 3'>. Pf. xviii. 43. 

n rvn'DD The verb figniiies in Chaldee to increa/e ; in Arabic, 
to pu<r out . \ 7 id. Caftell. Lex I Apt, with regard to the conflruc- 

tiua 
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Chap. 

XV. 

1,2. The Temanite reply’d ? Whatflorm is this. 
From our wife man, of pride and emptinefs ! 
This, wifdom’s language ? is a wife man’s mind 
Big with the poifon of an eaftern wind ? 

3. And 

fpokc oF man departed into another world, it is moft natural 
to underftand this veri'e to relate to the fame fubjedh Ac¬ 
cording to the following tranflation which the original 
will allow, we are prefented with a tragical picture of man’s 
condition in the grave : 

But over p him his flejh Jhall grieve % 

And over him bis breath r Jhall mourn . 

In the daring fpirit of oriental poetry, the fiejl), or body, and 
the breath are made confcious beings; the former lamenting 
its putrefaiSlion in the grave, the latter mourning over the 
mould’ring clay which it once enlivened. 

CHAP. -XV. 

The poem is now all in a flame. Even Eliphaz has loft 
temper. He vents himfelf in bitter farcafms and reproaches ; 
charging Job’s replies with impiety, felf-fufiiciency, con¬ 
tempt of his elders, and intolerable arrogance towards God 
himfelf. ver. i, to the end of ver. 16. 

The 


t-ion. the mafculine plural fVn*£)D *h e nominative to the verb 
Angular and feminine : and the affix p| refers to the dual 
Lumber as its antecedent. Thefe are common enaliages 

in the Arabic language. Vid. Schultens’ Comment . 

0 Su^gefled in part by the learned Schukens. 

> vVy over, or for , him Amos vi. 6. they are not grievedfor the 
ejjliflion of Jofepb. Vid. Noldium. 

to be J'orrovcfuU as in Prov. xiv. 1 the heart is forroiv- 
ful. The adjeitive bears the fame acceptation in Arabic. See 
the Arabic verfion of the Pfalms, Pf. xxxiv. 17. 

r WflJ his breath . ch, xli. zi. (Heb. ver. 13.} bis breath kind- 
leth coats , 



CHAP. XV; THE BOOK OF JOB; 109 

3. And will he thus abufe the pow’rs of breath. 

To vent opinions mifchievous as death ? 

4. Death to religion, to all virtue bane. 

Thy words the lifted hand of pray’r reftrain. 

5 * Thy 


The fecond part of the fpcech, ver. 17—30, is a citation 
of an old Arabian poem % the fubjedt whereof is the ven¬ 
geance of God on fome tyrannical princes: For Eliphaz 
and his companions fuppofed Job to be of that character. 

He concludes, by way of application, with his own com- 
minations on all who abufe the power intrufted to them, 
and make a fale of juftice. The drift of the whole is to vin¬ 
dicate providence, to expofe Job as an objedt of divine wrath, 
and to terrify him, if poflible, into a confeflion of his guilt, 
ver. 31—35. 

Ver, 3. unprofitable—can do no good] Thefe negative ex- 
preflions mult here fignify highly pernicious , by a figure of 
ipeech called meiofis. othcrwife the thought in this verfe 
w ill fink into flatnefs. for in the foregoing verfe, he had 
chajacterifed Job’s opinions by the flrong image of the eajl 
wind In thofe climates, both in fpring and fummer, if the 
tail-wind blows for fome days all the fields are burnt, fo as 
that fcarcc any green thing remains ; moft of the rivers and 
fountains are dried up, and nature itfelf feems almofl: to die. 

Ver. 4. Tea thou cajleth off fear , &c.J He taxeth Job’s 
doctrine of an unequal providence with impiety. It tended, 
he fays, to fubvert religion $ by confounding all diftindtion 
of characters in the diftribution of good and evil. That he 
refers to this dodlrine, appears by his afking Job, in ver. 7, 8. 
whether he had been in the council of God ; fince he pre¬ 
tended to be better informed in the plan of providence than 
they ? 

Thou cajleth off J T he hebrewword imports dlfannulling , or 

making 


8 See Michael is on the Pr&leftions. 

1 iVhchaelis in Pra-ltcl. p. Z3. n. zz. 
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5. Thy mouth bewrays, ipite of its glozing art, 

Th’impiety clofe-lurking in thy heart j 

6. By thy own mouth condemn’d, what needof mine? 
Sufficient voucher for thy guilt is thine. 

7- Born before Adam, faw thy favour’d eyes 
The wood-crown’d hills from eldeft ocean rife ? 

8. Haft 

making void * a moral bond or obligation. The obligation 
of religion is broken, he fays, by Job’s principle that God dc- 
jlroyeth the perfect and the wicked The \Vicked, then, have 
nothing to fear; nor the pious any thing to hope from him. 
In fhort, the providence which Job contended for, was, iii 
this man’s account, no providence at all; and nothing better 
than downright atheifm. 

Vcr. 5, 6. For thy mouth , &c.] Behold the progrefs of 
bigotry and uncharitablenefs. He firft falfcly accufeth his 
friend of having vented athciftical principles ; and then con¬ 
cludes, that there wanted no other evidence to prove him a 
wicked man. 

Thou chufcjl the tongue of the craflf He gives this invidious 
turn to Job’s protections of innocence, prayers, and appeals 
to God ; which he reprefents as an artful addrefs to the paf- 
fions of the hearers; to blind their judgement, and deceive 
them into a favourable opinion of his piety. 

Ver. 7—10. Art thoii^ &c.j He now chaftifeth him for 
having prefumed to underftand the ways of God, better than 
they who were fo much his elders. 

Art thou the firjl tnati , &c.J IVqJI thou born before Adam x ? 

The 


u Numb. XXX. 14, IJ. But if be (the hu(bar.d) Jh all any 

ways make them (the vows of the wife) a toid % after that be bath 
beard them , Sec. 
v Chap, ix. 22. 

* chn vwpnn vfiirrm; m Aozv. The Chaldee turns this claufe. 
wert thou born in the times before Adam , without father and mother ? 

Had 
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S. Haft thou in the celeftial fynod flood P 
The counfels heard, th’Almighty’s edidto view’d? 
Doft thou poffefs the fecrets of his rule ? 

Thou only wife, and every man a fool ? 

9, What boafts thy knowledge above ours ? Behold,^ 

10. With us the head in grave experience old j 

Yea th’ old old man, to whofe low-bending years 
Thy father’s wrinkled age as youth appears. 

11. Mean are divine emollients ? held for vile, 
Friendlhip’s monitions couch’d in friendly ftyle ? 

12. Whither 


The farcsfm in this, and in the following verfe, is fevere but 
noble : perfectly in the lofty manner of this fpeaker. The 
queftion amounts to afking, if he was fome fuperior being 
who exifted before the world ? compare Pfalm xc. 2. Prov. 
vili. 25. 

Hafi thou heard, £cc.] Haft thou been a hearer in the coun¬ 
cil > of God? Haft thou been prefent, when the angelic af- 
fuiibly were in waiting before the throne of God*, to give 
account of their miniftry; and to receive frefh orders re- 
ipecting the affairs of providence in our world ? 

Ver. 11. the confiolations of God] So he fly les their promifes 
of a fpeedy re-eftablifhmcnt of his felicity, on condition of 
his repentance. He gives them the pompous appellation of 
divine confolations, on account of their pretended excellence* 

/; there any , According to Schultens the fcranflation 

(hould be ; 

And 


Had the meaning been art thou the firfl man , the original muft 
have run DlftH (Vid. Schultens* Comment.) as 

VlHp the fir Jt man, in the Targum on Pf. Ixxiv. 10. 

' 1)1 the council , or ajfiembly as our Tranflators render it 

ic :'i. c\i. 1, Jer. vi. n. Ic ought alfo to have been turned council 
(t.-: ccuvjll) in Jcr xxiii. 18. 

* Jub i. 6. 


7 
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12. Whither will headlong pride impell thy foul ? 
How fiercely wild thy flafliing eye-balls roll, 

13. Thy fpirit turning upon God again, 

And pafiion raving in audacious ftrain ! 

14. 44 What, purenefs challeng’d by a child of dull ? 
“ By woman-born, the lofty ftyle of juft ? 

j 5. <c Not 


And gentle a difcourfe b to thee ? 

He means by gentle difcourfe their diflant intimations of his 
guilt, their warnings infinuated in the way of examples, and 
their exhortatiohs to cbiifeflion and amendment. On all 
which, as well as on their confolations. Job had poured con¬ 
tempt ; particularly in chap, xiii. 12. 

Ver, 12, 13. Why doth thine hearty &c.] This reprehenfioft 
points in particular to thofe too high-fpiritcd expoftulations, 
in chap. xiii. 22, &c. 

and what do thine eyes wink at P\ fVh ere fore do thine eyes look 
fierce c ? Excruciating pain, anguifh of mind, and indigna¬ 
tion at their cruel treatment had given, perhaps, an air of 
wildnefs and ficrcenefs to his countenance ; which this inhu¬ 
man cenfor attributes to pafiion againft God. 

Ver. 14, 15. What is man , &c.] His citation of the oracle 
(chap. iv. 17, See.) a fecond time, is intended as a reproach 
of Job’s difobedience to it by perfifting to jufiify himfelf 

to God. 

Hoiv 


a tDtfV ad lenitudinem , gyntly ; as our engliih bihle turns it, in 
II Sam. xviii r. Deal gently for my juke 'with tve yoteng man. The 
root is Lm Ians fuitj io it figniftes in Arabic. Vib. Comment . 

Schultens. 

b "IDT a feries of words, or talk as it is rendered in ver. 3. 
unprofitable talk. 

c plDFV This word is nowhere elfe found in the hebrew bible. 
It is, however, happily prel'erved in the Arabic language: where, 
according to Schultens, it fignifies to be in a rage , to JccvjI, to bane 
a *wild and tbreatning lock ; being a metaphor either from the 
growling of a bead of prey, or from the afpeft and rumbling of a 
thunder-cloud. 
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15. “ Not pure, not juft, before his piercing fight, 

“ Are ev’n his holy minifters of light: 

16. “ How then, that foul abominable thing, 

“ Who fins as eager as he quaffs his fpring ?” 

17. Hear thou my dodtrine, what thefe eyes atteft, 

18. By ancient bards in living verfe expreft : 

A 

HozO much ?nore abominable , &c.] In the hrft recital of the ora¬ 
cle, the application was addrefTrd to mankind in general (chap, 
iv. 19.) But the words abominable 1 and filthy % which he now 
ufeth, are, in feripture, epithets of the vileft fins and Tinners : 
And the ftrong phrafe which drinketh iniquity like water f im¬ 
plies committing crimes without reluctance, yea with eager- 
nefs and guft; which is an effeCt of inveterate habits only. 
All th is perfectly agrees with their injurious idea of Job 3 to 
whom the application is now perfonally made. 

How much lefis 7 ' (clean in his fight, ver. 15.) is the abomi¬ 
nable and filthy man h , who drinketh iniquity like water ? 

Ver. 17—19. I will fiocw thee, &c.j Bildad had quoted 
half a dozen lines of the ancient poetry, that were in the 
proverbial if vie *. Eliphaz is going to cite a much larger 
number ; of the deferiptive kind, and in a fublimer ftrain. He 
prefuceth the citation with obferving; fir ft, that the fadts 
alledged in thefe verfes were verified by his own experience ; 
that zvhich I have fiecn, I will declare . fecondly, that thefe 
verfes contain the obfervations of the wife in very ancient 
ages ; and had been carefully conveyed down by oral tra¬ 
dition to the prefent times ; which wife men have told from 

their 


d sy™ 

e See Levit. xviii. 30. Pfalm xiv. 1, 3, 1 Pet. iv. 3. 

* Prov. xix. 28. "7 he mouth of the wicked devour cth iniquity . 

8 *3 Chap ix. 14. How much lefs Jhall 1 anjwsr him ? 

. h the man. Pf. cxii. I. HI IT flK Ml* lO’ti ' 1 &S £OJJid 
is the man that fearetb the Lord, 

1 Chap. viii. u, 12, 13. 


I 
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A line of worthies, in fucccfiion long, 

With faithful voice roll’d down th 1 immortal fongj 

19. For wifdom fam’d, on whofe high-favour’d land 
Invafion’s foot was never known to ftand. 

20. 44 The tyrant, all his days of dreaded pow’r, 

41 In dark fufpicion of its fatal hour, 

44 His 

their father j, and have not hid it: and thirdly, that thcfe tra* 
ditional verfes had been prefcrved pure and perfect, by means 
of the peculiar circumflances of the perfons through whofe 
hands they had palled : for no foreign colony had intermixed 
with them ; unto whom alone the land was given. Neither had 
their country ever been conquered, and no Jlranger came upon 
them k ; characters, which determine the country, fpoken of, 
to be Arabia Felix 1 \ and confequently the cited poem to be 
an Arabian poem. 

Vcr. 18. have told] that is, have exprcfTed in memorial 
Verfes : for this was the ancient mode of conveying inftruc- 
tion m . Poetry was the favourite ftudy of the Arabs in the 
earlieft times, and was ufed as the vehicle of all their know¬ 
ledge n . ’Tis further obfervable, that Eliphaz fays, have told , 
not have written: He fpeaks therefore of times anterior to the 
invention of letters. 

Ver. 20,- &c. The wicked man , Scc.J We have here the 
pleafure of reading a piece of poetry, that was the produc¬ 
tion of Arabia Felix ; more ancient, perhaps, than the old 

Canaanitifh 

k pDiro nr -id y ab LXX. »;r. .w/.XQiV ^Myivr,<; r uv&i, nO 

Jlranger came upon than. See Joel iii. 17. Heb. iv. 17. 

1 Mr. Le Clere fuppefes, with great probability, that the wife 
mefty whom Eliphaz (peaks of, were the Jottantdie^ the pure ori¬ 
ginal Arabs, defendants of Jocktan the fon of Eber ; who fettled 
in Arabia Felix , which they enjoyed alone : They became famous 
for their wifdom, that is, philosophy. V id. Pocock. Specim . hifi . 
Arab, p. 3, 6. and I Kings iv. 30. The Queen of Sheba was of 
this country. 

* l See the note on chap. viii. 10. 

" Pocock. Spuim % bijl . Arab. p. J5S, 159. 
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u His own foul tortures with divining fears: 

2 1 . “ He ftarts, dire noifes eccho in his ears - y 

« He hears the ruffian’s ftep, in peace profound, 

“ He trembles at th’ imaginary wound •, 

22. ec His confcious heart defpairing to evade 

c< The midnight vengeance of the watching blade: 

23. “ An exile now, unfriended, hard belled, 

“ Wand’ring, inquiring, crouching low for bread 5 

“ He 

\ 

Canannitifh fong quoted by Mofes and no lefs admirable 
for its fublimity than venerable for its age. The citation 
ends with the thirtieth vcrfe : For that verfe clofeth the 
dcfcription which begins at this twentieth verfe. 

travellcth with pain\ tormenteth himfelf He is in perpe¬ 
tual dread of fomc tragical cataflrophe. 

Ver. ii, A dreadful found , &c.] A dreadful found is in his 
ears , that in peace * the dejlroyer will come upon him. When 
there are no figns of invafions, infurredlions, or plots againft 
him, his difturbed imagination is continually preferring de- 
ftruftion to him. This is ftrong painting. 

Ver. 12. He believeth not , &c.] His defpair of efcaping 
fome unhappy end, aflaflination for inftance, is deferibed 
here: , 

He believeth not that he /hall return out of darknefs , 

But (believeth) that he is watched for r of the fword, . 

Ver. 23. He wandercth, 5 cc.J This abrupt tranfition, to 

the 


0 Numb. xxi. 27, 28. 

p 7 /inrVJ tormenting himfelf as Grot! us ex¬ 

plains ic. Buxtorf, in his hebrew concordance, renders it, dolore 
fe ccnfcit. It is engiiftied was exceedingly grie<vcd in Either iv. 4. 

St. Jerom’s verfion is free and clear ; et cum pax ft, 
die femper infdias fufpicatur, and when there is peace , he is always 
fu/picious of plots. 

. r . IDS’ Pf. xxvii. 32. The wicked watcheth the righteous, druf 
fitketh to fay bint. 

I * 
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cc He knows, he knows his predetermin'd doom, 
cc Sees it arriv’d, the day of direful gloom : 

24. “ Gigantic 

the punifkment of the wicked oppreflor, admirably exprefleth 
the fuddennefs of the event; and prefcnts him to our very 
fight in a moft deplorable ftate of calamity. It was no un¬ 
common thing, in ancient times, to fee bad princes expelled 
their dominions, and reduced to beggary in a foreign land. 
Homer alludes to fuch examples, in thole beautiful lines where 
Achill es fays to king Priam ; 

Two urns by fove's high throne have ever flood, 

The fource of Evil one, and one of Good ; 

From thence the cup of mortal man he fills, 

Bleflings to thefe, to thole diftributes ills ; 

To mofl he mingles both : The wretch decreed 
To tafle the bad, unmix’d, is curfl indeed ; 

Purfu’d by wrongs, by meagre famine driv’n. 

He wanders, outcall both of earth and heav’n. 

Mr. Pope’s Iliad., B. xxiv. 663% &c. 

He hioweth , &c.] He knoweth by experience e that a day of 
darknefs was decreed ' 1 ; it is prefent to him w . He had lived in 
terrible apprehcnfions of this day of darknefs , or time of ven¬ 
geance K . He now finds by experience, that fuch a fatal day 
was preordained to his crimes. The day of the wicked means 
the time appointed in the counlels of God for the punifhment 
of his vvickednefs. Pf. xxxvii. 13. 


8 In the original, ver. 527, See. 

1 He knoxveth by experience: fo it fignifies chap. v. 25. 

Thou Jhalt know alfo that thy feed /ball be great , ike. 

u decreed , eltablilhed by ihe decree of God, Gen. xli. 32. 

the thing is eftabhfpcd by God . 

v/ ;J in h* s hand^ i. e. before him, in his prefencc. 

Thus in ihc apocryphal book of iiilher, chap. xiv. 4. the queen fays 
to God, my danger is in mine hand. In Arabic the phrafe VT ‘O 
is frequently uled for coram eo t in his prefence. See the Arabic 
verfion of the Pfa]ms, Pf. v. 5. ix. 3. 

x Ver. 22. lie beliewth not that he Jit all r el urn out of darknefs . 
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24. “ Gigantic Woe and defperate Remorfe 

“ Aflail, diftraft, o’erpow’r him •, like the force 

0 

iC Of fome great fultan, when he pours his might 
cc On the bold fatrap who provokes the fight. 

25. cc This is the daring criminal, wfiofe pride 

With lofty arm the thunderer defy’d: 

26. <c Who 


Ver. 24. Trouble mid anguijh , &c.] One of thefe terms 
meaneth, I fuppofe, his outward calamities ; the other, his 
defpair. To exprefs both in the language of fublimitv, and 
withal to rive a ilrono; idea of the number and irrefiftable 
vio:ence of his dillrefris, the roet reprefents trouble and angutjh 
as perfons, and leaders of a formidable army of evils ; attack¬ 
ing and overpowering this high delinquent. He illuftrates 
this thought by the fimile of a monarch, who with his whole 
force falls upon one of his great lords that is in open rebel¬ 
lion again# him ; as Grotius explains the comparifon : as a 
king ready to the battle. 

Ver- 25 — 28 For be Jlretcheth out , &c."J The poet breaks 
the thread of his defeription of this wic ;ed man’s punljfmient , 
to delineate his crimes ; which are impiety luxury 3 , and 
rapacity a . 

He Jlretchetb out^ &c. ] Thefe images are borrowed from 
the finglc* combat, which was much in practice in the ancient 
wars. Stretching out the hard is the attitude of defiance : 
(lengthening bimfelF or behaving himfelf lnfolenily y may denote 
the haughty terms of the challenge; and runnings &lq, the 
intrepidity and fury of his attack. Thefe bold metaphors 
arc intended to exprefs the mod: daring impiety, atrocious 
violation of the laws of God with contempt of his vindictive 
juftice. The whole may be thus tranflated. 

For 


Y Ver. 25, 26, 


z Ver. 27. 
I 3 


a Ver. 28* 


uS T.HE BOOK OF JOB. Chap.XV. 

26. cc Who ftretching out his neck, in open field, 
u Rulh’d on the terrors of the blazing fhield. 

27. c< His heav’n was riot, and his god was wine, 

“ Fat cloath’d his ample face, ^nd fat his fpread- 
44 ing loin : 

28. cc By rapines rich, by defolations great, 

“ The ruin’d city and the pillag’d flate. 

29. 4 < Tis 


For he Ji retched out his hand againjl God, 

And bade defiance b to the Almighty . 

He ran upon him with his neck c , 

Up on the thick bofis of his buckler . 

Homer gives to Jupiter a fpear and a fhield. The feripture 
poets arm the Almighty with a fhield, a {Word, and a bow. 

Ver. 27. he covereth — and maketh , &c.] he covered - and 
made , kc. This verfe is a graphical description of luxury, 
compare Pf. Ixxiii. 7, 8. 

Ver. 28- And he diuellctb , &c.] And he dwell Id, &c. The 
foregoing verfe marked the Jenfuality of this wicked man. 
The chara£ter would have been left unfinifhed, had the poet 
added nothing concerning th q cpprejfions by which that luxury 
was fupported. I think therefore, that by dwelling in dcfiolate 
cities , k c. muft be underftoed his getting pofTcflion of them 
by conquefl; and depopulating them partly by his fword^ 
and partly by fevere contributions and taxations. 


b So Mr. Heath turns The LXX. render it by u, 

which fgnilies, fays Drufius, colfum attollo, J'uptrbio , ftrocio . The 
hebrew word in this conjugation imports literally, to make himfelf 
a mighty man. The idea, which it contains, is opened and ex¬ 
tended in Pf. xii, 3, 4, 

c cum P rcn ,° his neck {looping and ftretched 

out; the very attitude of a combatant running upon his adver-' 
fary, as Mr. Le Clerc, I think, has remarked. 


2 
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29, “ ’Tis wealth accurs’d, pow’r for a feafon tall, 

« On canker’d root, afpiring but to fall: 

00. 46 Dark clouds involve him,on his branching head 
“ Devouring flames fierce devaftation fpread : 
u Uprooted by the furious breath of heav’n, 
iC Impetuous down his mountain’s fteep he’s 
“ driv’n.” 

31. Woe to the man who by oppreflion climbs. 
Drunk with fuccefles, and fecure in crimes : 

32. For 

Ver. 29. He fnall not , &c.] The poem here returns to the 
defcription of this man's catajlrophe . 

He Jhall not continue to be rich 

Neither Jhall his power c endure y 

Neither Jhall their prosperity f Jlrike root 8 upon the earth • 

This is a negative manner of exprefiing the total overthrow 
of fuch men’s greatnefs and felicity. 

Ver. 30. He Jhall not depart , &c ] he {hall not come out 
of his calamities. The deftruttion of the tyrant* with his 
whole family and fortunes, is here reprefented by that of a 
lofty tree ; which on fome dark tempeftuous day is fired by 
lightning, or torn up by the wind, and hurled down the 
precipice on which it grew. 

Ver. 31. Let not him , &c.] Eliphaz now fpeaks in his 

own 


d k? He Jhall not continue to be rich* A verb is fome- 

times to be underilood of the continuation of the aftion exprefied 
by that verb. Vid, Guarin’s Grammat. Heb, vol. i. p. 51S. 
e Vn hgnines power very treq.entlv. 

their projperity , as Mr. Heath turns it. The root 
H73 i° Arab:c, aj/ecutus ejl , obtmuit r votum.Jcopumque. nV:o 
therefore is Juccejs , or a itate in which all things go according to 
a man’s withes and endeavours. Schultens. 

E Jh*H not extendy viz. it. roots; non radices aget in 

terraniy Schultens : more arborum qua: radices fuas ionge lateque 
extendunt. Drufius. 

I 4 
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32. For bitter change (hall come : untimely blaft 
His .boughs fhall wither, and his fruit Iball caft ; 

33. As when the vine her half-grown berries fliow’rs. 
Or poifon’d olive her unfolding flow’rs. 

34. Know 

own perfon, and denounceth a commination, grounded on 
the example in the lines juft cited, againft all who raife tV.n- 
felves to wealth and power by iniquitous m can a; pointing 
in particular to Job. 

Let him r.:t irnji in profperity h , who is intoxicated 1 
therewith : 

For his change k JhaH he mifery '. 

Ver. 32. It Jhall &c.] //, the calamitous change before 
mentioned Jhall he accompiijhed before his tune ; that is, before 
his days are fulfilled : He fhall perifh by an untimely death. 

His branch Jhall not be green ] Jhall nGt continue green m . His 
fate fhall be like that of a vine, or olive, that is withered by 
drought, or by a poifonous eaft-wind ; as it follows in the 
next verfe. 

Ver. 33. Fie Jhall Jhake &c.] The green grapes fhew 
theinffclves early in the fpring n , in thofe hot climates ; and 
the olive blofioms in Tunc and July 0 ; in which months a 
burning peftilential eaft-wind blovveth there r. 


h MHZ it lignifes in Arabic, an equilibrium, and is applied to 
the fun in his meridian altitude; and in metaphor denotes ike 
height of prrjgerity . S c i m 11 e n s. 

k nvn: qui ea inchnatus ivjanit. Jfaiah xxviii 7. xix. 13, 14. 
Hof. iv. 12. Sc hulieus 

: * irrncn is cnglifliec] exchange chan, xxviii. 17. and the 
exchange cj it J, ull not he for j-*wc!s f ff.ne gold . A ch; nre of con¬ 
dition, from good *0 bad, is ilhc an exchange of a valuable com¬ 
modity lor another that is nothing worth. 

1 •vanity , that is, r,:J'cry % So it is ufed chap. vii. 3. J am 

made to pojjijsmonths of ?nifcvy . 

m So in ver. He Jhall not continue to he rich. See the note. 

n Cantic. ji- IJ, 3. vii. 12. 

0 See johnfon’s Herbal . 

p Chap, xxvii 21. Ezek. xvii. 10. Jonah iv. 7, 8. Vid. MU 
chaelis in PraUfi. p. 39, n. 41. Schultens in Job xxvii. 22, 
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34. Know all the wicked, all the venal crew. 

Their fplendid tents the fkulking bribe Hull rue: 
A fire it kindles, and the flame fupplies, 

Till the gay fcene a difmal defert lies. 


See now oppreffion, (and its boafted gain) 
Conceiv’d and inher’d into birth in vain : 

The flatt’ring crime, with fo much anguifh bred. 
Turns all its plagues on its own parent’s head. 

Chap. 


Ver. 34. Hypocrites ] Profligates, it is clear, that the congre¬ 
gation of hypocrites and the tabernacles of bribery mean one and 
the fame character ; fuch impious oppreflbrs as are defcribed in 
the Arabian poem, which he had been reciting. See the note 
on chap. viii. 13. 

Ver. 35. They conceive , &c.] 

They conceive mifchief % and bring forth iniquity r .* 

But their be iy prepared a cheat 5 to themfelves. 

Mifchief and iniquity , that is, mifchievous iniquity, un¬ 
doubtedly mean the fchemes of injuftice which th^y conceive ; 
and they are faid to bring forth thofe fchemes, when they carry 
them into execution. But it turns out, that the wrong, 
which they defign and do to others, proves a cheat; that is, the 
caufe of their own deftru&ion.' That this is a true explica¬ 
tion of the words, appears from the parallel pafTage ; Pf. vii. 
14, 16. (Heb. ver. 15, 17.) Behold he travaileth 1 with ini¬ 
quity u , and hath conceived w mifchief x , and brought forth a 
faljhood v . His mifchief fljall r eturn upon his own head y and his 
violent dealing 7 - jhall come down upon his own pate . 


’ bnv r n# 
u pk w mn 

* iDsn 
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THE BOOK OF JOB* Chap.XVI. 

Chap, 

XVI. 

j, 2. Dull ecchos of dull things too long, reply’d 
The fufFring man, my patient ear have try’d. 
Officious to torment I find you all, 

Your documents are flings, your comforts gall. 

3. With endlefs brawl fhall declamation roar ? 
What rous’d thy paffion to one tempeft more ? 

4. Would I thus pour rough anfwers in your ear. 
Hard as your hearts, and as your ftyle fevere, 

* Or (hake the fcornful head, fhould Heav’n afilgn 
Your fouls the miferable place of mine ? 

5. Ah ! no-foft pity fhould infpire my phrafe, 

I’d footh your forrows and your courage raife. 

6. For me-O what fhall mollify my grief? 

Nor plaining yields, nor filence yields relief: 

7, And 


CHAP. XVI. 

Such a fpeech as the foregoing was admirably fitted to 
carry on the deficn of the poem, by irritating the paflions of 
Job, and inflaming his difeontent with the ways of provi¬ 
dence. In this part of his reply, he exprefleth his refent- 
ment in a moving representation of their inhumanity * ; in 
vehement description of their brutal ufage a ; and in affefting 
remondrances to God, for delivering him into the hands of 
thefe unmerciful men b . He concludes with renewed and 
mod folemn afleverations of his innocence c , and an earned 
petition to be brought to immediate trial before God d . 

Ver. 4, 5. I alfo could fpeak, &c.] This reproof is inimi¬ 
tably tender, and at the fame time exquifitely keen. 


* Ver. 1—6. a Ver, 7—10. b Ver. 11—16. 

e Ver. 17, 18, 19, 20. A Ver. 21, 22, 
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7. And now, I faint beneath its fwelling load. 

Thy fland’rous tongue unpeoples my abode; 

g. Pm feiz’d as though a homicide by thee ; 

Then blacken’d with thy daring calumny : 

Fierce 

Vcr 7. But now he hath , &c.] But now it (my grief c ver. 
6 .) hath made me weary . My affliction is become infup- 
portable, fince I can find no relief either from filence or la¬ 
mentation. Moreover, I am, by this man’s calumnies, de¬ 
prived even of the comfort of a friend to pity me. 

Thou haft made defolate r , &c.] Thou Eliphaz (fo the tenor 
of the difeourfe requires us to underftand the addrefs) by thy 
/landers, fanCfified by thy years and chara&er, drived away 
the few friends my adverfity had left to me. It is fuppofea, 
he alludes to the words in chap. xv. 34. The congregation of 
profligates jhall be defolate . 

Ver. 8. And thou haft , &c.] This obfeure verfe will be¬ 
come clearer, I think, in the following verfion ; 

Thou alfo haft apprehended me 7 y as a malefaClor. 

He is become a witnefs again ft me : 

Yea he that belieth me h , rifeth up againft me ; 

He accufeth me to my face. 

Thou 


e The larin vulgate juftly fupplies the word grief from the fore¬ 
going verfe ; nunc autem opprejfit me dolor meus. 

' nia^n ^ the r0 °t properly fignifies, as Schultens 

affirms, to be blajled by lightning, or by a fcorching wind ; it affords 
a ftrong and beautiful metaphor to exprefs the effect of the breath 
of Hander. 

§ noopn lxx. £7T£>ia^8 Thou baft laid hold on me. Grotius 
remarks, that it is a judicial term, denoting the feizure of a fup- 
pofed criminal; in order to bring him to a trial. It figniries in 
Chaldee and Syriac to bind (Caftell. Lex.) and in Arabic, to tie 
the hands and feet , alfb to bind a captive ; Schultens. We tranflate 
it, to be cut down chap. xxii. 16. But I know of no authority for 
that verfion ; any more than for rendering it here, thou haft filled 
me with wrinkles . Thefe are the only places were 0CCura 

in the hebrew bible. 

h Symmachus reads it as a participle of the prefent tenfe 

in Kal . for he turns it xaTafa vhpevos belying tne* It is englifiled 
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Fierce in my face this lying witnefs flies, 

9. He grinds his teeth, rage lightens from his eyes : 

10. All rufh with open jaws, all tear my name. 

And glut their fury on my murder’d fame. 

11 . Ah ! 

Thou hafi apprehended me , See.'} He fill] dire&s his fpeech 
to Eliphaz ; who had fet him forth as a cruel tyrant, and an 
example of divine vengeance. This treatment he compares 
to feizing and binding a notorious offender. 

He is become , &c.] By a fudden change of the perfon, ex- 
pceflive of great emotion, he turneth from Eliphaz to the 
audience ; and inftcad of continuing his addrefs to him, com- 
plaineth bitterly of him. He , this man, my profefled friend, 
is become my falfe accufer. 

Ver. 9. He teareth me y &c.] This is a lively piece of 
painting : He reprefents thefe men as fo many beafts of prey, 
greedily worrying him to death with their flanders and com- 
mlnations b . 

Ver. 10. They have fmittcn> &c.] A proverbial form of 
fpeech for atrocious defamation. Lam. iii. 30. 

They have gathered themfelves together , &c.] This is flat. 
The original denotes exceflive greedinefs in devouring ; and, 
in the metaphor, a malignant fatisfaction. They have glutted^ 
or gorged, tbemfelves ' upon me. 


H lye 9 Hof. iv. 2. The fubftar.tive denotes a lye told by infor¬ 
mers and falfe accufers, Hof. vii. 3. Nahum iii. 1. See alfo 
P£ lix. 1 3. 

h The royal poet defcribes the abufe and Handers with which 
lie was worried in fimilar language ; Pf. xxxv. 1 c, 16. But what 
oar Bible there renders, with lyypocritical mockers at feajls, is per¬ 
haps more juftly turned by Cnueilio, impurorum beluonum ritu % 
after the manner of projiigate gluttons. 

* It bears this ftrong meaning in Exod. xv. 9. my luft Jhall be 
fqtisfied (fatiated) upon them . here rend red my lujl, fhould, 

1 think, have been turned, my appetite \ as in Prov, xxii4, 2. 
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11. Ah ! fo it pleas’d th’ Almighty to ordain, 

Ev’n to expofe me, in his fhaming chain. 

To Tons of Belial, to licentious throngs. 

And the rude infult of reviling tongues. 

12.1 once was happy . but his forceful hand 

Seiz’d, Ihook me, hurl’d me from my lofty ftand: 

Then, 

Ver. 11. God) &c,] He now complains of God, for having 
by means of his affliction expofed him to this barbarous 

ul'age. 

The ungodly — the wicked J They had painted him in thefe 
black colours. He might, with much more juftice, retort 
the charge upon them ; if uttering the fouleft calumnies will 
denominate a perfon wicked. 

delivered me — turned me over ] The terms in the original 
are expreflive of the moft ignominious ufage. Thev are me¬ 
taphors taken from the puniihmcnt of a malefaClor : The 
former k is fuppofed to denote the putting an iron collar about 
his nccky the other 1 cajling him down inio a deep and 7mrj 
dungeon . 

Ver. 12. I wa> at eafe m ] It is obfcrvable, that he does but 
j uft mention his former profperity. He exprefleth it by a 
iingle word, as though it were nothing, whereas he dwells 
upon his calamities, and ddcribes them in the ftrongefl: terms 

that 


* ♦rnD* See the note on chap. xi. io. in the Commentary of 
tlic learned Schultens, 

* In the Arabic language for fignines to fink 

in a leg fo as not to be able to get out, as Schultens informs us; 
who turns it here in barathrum me dejecit y he hath thrown me denvm 
into a dungeon ; fuch lor initance as Jeremiah was call into Jer. 
xxxviii. 6. Vid. Comment Schultens and the note of the learned 
Dr. Hunt in Pralecl. p. 213. The LXX. render it by a very 
flrong word he ha. h hurled me. 

n ' the wo id n* 7 £i> is that by which Nebuchadnezzar ex- 

prcfTcth his untrouDied profperity, Dan. iv. 4. Heb, ver. 1, 
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Then, bruis’d and dafh’d to pieces, ftfll on me. 
Fix'd for his mark, he wreaks his ftern decree: 

13. His unrelenting bowmen hem me round. 

Pierce, cleave me, died my vitals on the ground. 

14. *Tis he-ev’n he, th* Almighty, is my foe, 

His Itrong arm hews me, thund'ring blow on blow. 


15. Grief’s fable weed to my flay’d body grows. 
Grief on my honour’d head foul afhes throws: 

16. Grief 

that language could fupply. This is perfeflly agreeable to 
ihe nature of diftrefs. 

, He halh broken me ajiinder , &c.] He deferibeth the ruin of 
his fortunes and family, the difeafe infliiSlcd on his perfon, 
and the cruel attack of his character by his three friends. He 
fcompares his Cafe to that of a man who is feized by the hair 

) >f his headi and thrown down a precipice ; then, with his 
imbs all broken, and fcarcc able to breathe, is fet up for a 
inark to bo ihot to death with arrows. Whether thefe highly 
tragical images exifted only in the poet’s fancy, or whether 
they allude to a real mode of punifhment, pradfifed in that 
country and in thbfe times ; I leav e to the decifion of abler 
judges. 

Ver. 14. He breaketh n , &c.] He reprefents the rapid fuc- 
ceflion of his calamities, and God as the fupreme author of 
them ; whom he comparcth to a mighty warrior attacking a 
City, or fort refs, with a powerful army. 

Ver. 15. / have [owedJachchtb y &c. ] He had put on this 
habit of mourners, we mav fuppofc, upon receiving the news 
of his children’s death, fie had worn it ever fince. he had 
worn it fo long, that by means of his ulcers it ftuck fall to’ 
his Ikin. 

/ haw 


* Prov. xxv, 18. a city that is broken down, (nX'Hfifl 

Wid j^itbout wo/ir. 
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16. Grief marrs my face with fcalding tears, and night 
Black as the grave fits heavy on my fight. 

17. Yet are thefe hands with no injuftice ftain’d. 
Pure from thefe lips ftill flows the pray’r unfeign’d: 

18. O earth, the blood accufing me reveal; 

Its piercing voice in no recefs conceal: 

19. My 

I have defiled my horn p, &c.] Or 1 have defiled my head with 
duft. This was another rite of mourning among the Ara¬ 
bians, chap. ii. 12. who derived it, perhaps, from the Egyp^ 
tians. It was in ufe affo among the ancient Greeks. Priam 
lamented the death of Plextor by covering his head with duffy 
and alfo rolling himfelf in the dull. Achilles, in the extrava¬ 
gance of his grief for Patroclus, fprinkled embers, inftead of 
afhes, upon his head. 

Ver. 16. on my eye-lids , &c.] His eyes had the appearance 
of a dyino; man : He thought himfelf to be near his end. See 
the firif verfe of the next chapter. 

Ver. 17. Nor for any injuflice , &c.] He exculpates himfelf 
from the charge of opprejfion :, in this firft claufe ; and front 
impiety in the latter claufe. Eliphaz had accufed him iit 
open terms of impiety chap. xv. 4—6. and of opprejfion> by 
inhnuation ver. 20, &c. 

Ver. 18. 0 earthy &c,] He confirms the foregoing pro¬ 
tection, by a folemn imprecation delivered in noble and 
accumulated figures of fpeech. The earth is made a perfon 3 - 
then addrefled in vehement apoftrophe. The blood of the 
murdered is imagined lying and reeking on the ground, and 
a loud voice is given to it which pierceth into heaven. This 
is the ftyle of the 
higher paflions. 

my 


p The Syriac renders it, as Mr. Heath obferves, my head. The 
Chaldee interpreter turns it, my glory . His head which of late was 
fo highly exalted, and adorned perhaps with the tiara, now hung 
down ; covered with fordid dull, or allies. Compare Pfalm lxxv. 6/ 
cxii. 9, 


grand poetry : this is the language of the 
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19. My witnefs lives in heav’n, whofe confcious view 
Does all my goings and my thoughts purfue. 

20. The paftime of my friends, my ftreaming eye 
Looks up for piry to the Pow’r on high : 

21.0 might I argue in his ear, and free 
As in a mortal court maintain my plea! 

22. For 

my blood—my cryl The blood fhcd by me, and its cry 
againft me for vengeance. Ezek. xxiv. 6, 7, 8. Gen, xviii. 
20, 21. iv. 10. 

cover not , &c.] This is equivalent to faying, let not the 
blood which I have fpillcd be unrevcngcd. When the Ara¬ 
bian poets would fay, a murder has been unrevenged j their 
expreflion is, the blood of the murdered perfon moiftens 
the ground like dew : that is, it lies uncovered, and being 
exhaled by the fun falls down in dew. Vid. the Arabian 
Anthologia , intituled Harnafa , p. 417. n- ad ver. 1. 

But why does Job exculpate himfelf from the crime of 
murder ? Who had accufed him of it ? Eliphaz had done fo 
virtually, by reprefenting him as a tyrant: for who ever heard 
of an unbloody tyrant ? 

Ver. 19. my record*^ Src.] rather, He who is privy to my 
afiions is on high, as Mr. Heath tranflates it. 

Ver. 21. O that, h c.] He earncftly wifheth he might plead 
his caufe with God, with the fame freedom that a man de¬ 
fends himfelf in a court of human judicature, 

O that a man might plead r with God , 

As a man pleadeth with his fellow man. 

By 


^ nrw The LXX. render it by 'Zwirvp he that is confcious to 
my aftians. It fignifies in Arabic, fays Schultens, tejiis oculatus, 
an eye-rjuitnefs. 

r rrmn In the oriental tongues, when an imperfonal 

verb (as rvov h cre ) is followed by a dative of the noun (as 
here) that dative is often the nominative cafe to the verb. 

thus 


3 
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22. For oiy Ihort life’s Ihort remnant foon muft end, 
And I th’ irremeable way defcend. 

Chap. 

XVII. 

1. My breath is almoft fpent-my vital date 

> 

Expires-»for me the burial chambers wait. 

2. Sarcaftic 

By a man , in the firfl claufe, he means himfelf. The fen* 
timent coincides with what he had expreft before, chap, ix. 
32. For he is not a man r , &c. and chap. xiii. 3. furely Idefin 
to reafon with God, 

Ver. 22. JVhen a few years are come , &c.] He did not ex* 
peel to live a few years longer, nor even a few days. ver. 16. 
and ver. 1. of the next chapter, fee alfo chap. vii. 21. This 
verfion therefore cannot be right. The tranfiation lhould 
be, I think; 

For 3 my few years are come 1 to an end. 

And I go the way whence I fiall not return. 

He urgeth this confideration as a motive for haftening his 
trial before God. 


CHAP. XVII. 

An attentive reader will obferve, that the ftyJe in the firft 
ten verfes of this chapter exprefFeth great difeompofure. There 

are 


thus Prov, xiii. 13. iV ‘nrv he JhaU be defrayed . Exod.xviii. 27. 
1/ 7*1 and he went, fo in the Syriac teftament, nje-lo timan le-hun , 

and that they Jhould not faint. Luke xviii. 1. fee alfo Luke x, 34. 

r \^ inan y indefinitely ; as * n Syriac. 

3 O It is frequently a particle of ratiocination, for. Vid. 
Noldium. 

r ms* are come. d go. The learned reader may re¬ 

collect the obfervation of Michaclis, that in the ancient {late of 
the language the futures were aoiilis. The LXX. tranflare the 
firil members of the verfe, try yikmtiv my numbredyears are 

comt y i. e. to the end of their number. The vulgate turns the whole 
verfe, ecce enim breves anni tranjierunt ; et /emitam , J>er cuam non 
revet tar } ambirfo. 
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2. Sarcaitic tongues my dying couch furround, 
Vex my laft hours, and feoff me into ground. 

3. Fix, 

are frequent and fudden changes of the perfort. The tran- 
fitiona are^ abrupt, without the joining particles: and the 
fentimcius follow one another in a hurry, with little or no 
connection, juft as the tumultuous and Shifting emotions of 
his mind fuggefted them. 

From the eleventh verfc to the end of the difeourfe, all is 
in the moving ftrain of elegy. With a melancholy calmnefs 
he refigns himfelf to defpair and the grave, 

Ver. 1. My breathy &c.] He feels the powers of his body 
failing, and apprehends himfelf to be drawing near his end. 
The Sentences are very fhort and broken, like the fpeech of 
a man who panteth for breath. This verfe ought not to have 
been feparated from the laft verfe of the foregoing chapter, 
with which it is clofely connected in fenfe. 

is corrupt] is de/troyed*. it is on the point of being ex- 
haufted. Mr. Heath’s verfion is, My life draweth near t$ 
dejlrutiion. 

The graves™] The cells or holes in the fcpulchral cham¬ 
bers for the coffins. The walls of thefe fubterraneous rooms 
hewn in the rock were fometimes fcooped into rows of cells, 
like the holes in a pigeon-houfe, wide and deep enough to 
receive a coffin of feven or eight feet long x , 

Ver. 2. Are there not mockers , &c.] The thought of therr 
injurious ufage of him roufeth his indignation \ and caufeth 
him to colleCt all the breath he had, to utter this and the 
following fentiments, to the end of the tenth verfe, with 
fpirit and vehemence. 

doth 


■ Pf° v * 13. He that dej'pijeth the word Jhall be 

dejlroyed. 

w ce ^ s * n ^ es °^" fepulchral chambers. 

So this word'plainly fignihes in Ezek. xxxii. 22, 23. though u be 
there alfo tranflated graves. 

x Maundrell’s journey to Aleppo, p. 21, 22. Sandys’s travels* 
p. 175, Shaw’s travels, p. 263, &c. 4to* 
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3. Fix, fix my trial; cheerful I’ll appear 
Before thy face, my injur’d fame to clear. 

Who fhall arife, who give his plighting hand. 

As adverfe party, in this ftrife to (land ? 

4. Not thefe; for thefe thou leaveft to a mind 
Bemaz’d in error and with paflion blind : 

Thefe 

doth not mine eye, &c.] His eye had been for a long time, 
and ftill was vexed with their infulting geftures ; as his ear 
had been with their provoking fpecches. See chap. xvi. 4, 5. 

Ver. 3. Lay down now, &c.] appoint y, 1 pray, my furety * 
with thee . Thefe are law-terms, and allude to the cuftom of 
a perfon's giving bail for his appearance in court on the day 
of trial. The thought of the injury done to his character, 
by thefe cenfors, makes him break out on a fudden in this 
paflionate requefi:; that God would fix a time for his trial 
before him fpeedily. 

IVho is he that willJlrike hands % &c. ] In the days of ancient 
fimplicity, Jlriking hands was thought a fufficient ratification 
of the moft folemn engagements b . The meaning is, Who 
fhall undertake the part of plaintiff in this caufe ; or be ad¬ 
vocate for God, to juftify the ways of his providence to¬ 
wards me ? 

Ver. 4. Far thou hajl hid , &c.J He excepts to the appoint¬ 
ment of any one of his three antagonifts to plead the caufe 
01 God. They had proved themfelves unqualified for that 
honour, by their ignorance in the courfe of providence; and 
by their prejudice againft him. 

thou 


Y appoint thou . Exod. xxi. 13. / will appoint thee a 

place whither thou Jhalt fee . 

x It may be read as a participial noun from fpof- 

pandit , to be bound for another, to he Surety, 

1 Prov. vi. 1. 

b We learn from Oedipus Colonut , ver. 64*, that a treaty of 
peace was ratified by the contra&ing powers giving the right 
hand to one another. 

K z 
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Thefe thou wilt ne’er exalt, nor fuch ordain 
Thy caufe to argue and thy ways explain. - 
5.fWhoe’er with libel (tabs his weeping friend. 

His race fhall friendlets to the grave defcend : 

6. This 

thou Jhalt net exalt them] IF we add the word which in the 
hebrew begins the next verfe c , as the Syriac interpreter has 
done, the fenfe will be compleat : 

For thou bajl hid their heart from unierjlanding , 

\Therefore thou uilt not ex ait them to a fart. 

He means, they were not worthy of the honour of apart in 
this caufe ; that is, of being parties, or advocates, in behalf 
of God. So Elihu ufeth the very fame word chap. XJDtii. 17. 
J will alfo anjxver nry part . 

Ver. 5. He that fpeaketh , &c.] The word which, in the 
hebrew, begins this verfe, being removed to the end of the 
foregoing verfe ; there will come out the following clear 
tranflation. 

He utteretb maiicirus things % 

And the eyes of his children Jhail fail . 

In this abrupt manner he points particularly at Eliphaz, as 
diltewife in the next verfe. Eliphaz y/as up perm oft in his 
thoughts, not only as the laft who fpoke again ft: him j but 
26 the ringleader in thefe malicious afperftons. 

The 


< to a fart. Our Tranfiators render ic fatttry, The 

Syriac interpreter alfo, rhough he hath reftored it to its right placed 
Vniftook its meaning: for he turns it, by drjifica . The LXX. 
rightly render it to a part. 

d The diiHch alfo will be compleat: for as the firft verfe is an 
iambic of nine fyllables, by this means the fecond will be lb too; 

bpVO niflV D3*7 ’3 
pbrb dd"i n tn p 7jr 

* e Q’in LXX* zajuaf. They read E+jlH <v// things. It lig- 

fcifes malicious afperfionsyu Pfalra liL 3, 4. H bom hroijt roil (jn) 
mart than goody and lying rather than to /peak rightcon/nt/s j Than 
kwtjl all devouring words, O thou deceitful tongue . 
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6. This bold- defamer lhews me for a fign, 

A dire example of the wrath divine: 

7. Hence my wan look, and eye with forrow dim, 
Hence like a lhadow feems each wafted limb, 

1 

8. Doubtlefs 

TJje eyes*) &c.] 'This denunciation appears to me, founded 
only in* Job’s obfervation of what frequently happens in the 
world. The infamy which a parent draws upon himfelf by 
fome flagrant crime, ufually involveth his children in its uu- 
happy confequences. 

Ver. 6. He hath made me alfo a by-word ] His inve£Hves 
have marked me out for a proverbial example of divine ven¬ 
geance. compare Jerem xxix. 22. 

And afore time I was as a tabret y &c.] And / am become a 
gazing flock * in their flight h „ He means, that in coafequence 

of 


f There feems to me fome word wanting in the firft verfe of this 
diftich, to fill up the metre ; perhaps ( a g ain fi his friend} 

was originally inferted. 

(irnnb) enn -tj* 

™?Dn vjd >:y 

Thus each fentence of the period will be an iambic verfe of feven 
fyllablcs. The fyriac verfion fupplies ;-Q» 3 n l** e * inVlb) in 
the firft fentence and in general has hit the meaning, A friend 
irjuhtth his friend. 

. E riDn The LXX. render it ysKvq a laughs ng-Jlock. But it ra¬ 
ther denotes an object that caufeth altoniihment and horror, a 
prodigy (or portent) as Mr. Heath turns it; who derives it from 
JDD’j which in Chaldee fignifies, according to Caftell. demonftra<vit 9 
It Jcems to be fynonimous with which we engliili a wonder 

in Deut. xxviii. 40 and they (the fearful curfes aforementioned) 
/ball be upon thee for a fign and a wonder^ <$jc. In lhort, 
ieems to anfwer exactly to in St. Peter, i fet. 11. o. 

St. Jerom had this idea °f non. for he tranflates it cxemplum> am 
example ; namely of divine vengeance. 

poo 1 ? vuig . coram eis, Mr. Heath fuppofes it to be a coa* 
tra&ion ot LXX. 

K 3 
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8 . Doubtlefs the juft, aftonifli’d at the fight, 

’Gainfl: the proud fcorner will their zeal excite: 

9. The friends of virtue will their way purfue. 

And fearlefs innocence its force renew. 

lo. But you, all you, repent*, your thoughts revife: 
Shall I not find ev’n one among you wife ? 

n.’Tis 

of the flanderous fpeeches of this venerated man, Eliphaz, 
hcJhould be looked upon by all mankind as an object oi 
horror. 

Ver. 8, 9. Upright men , &c.] The fcandal which his fuf- 
ferings would bring upon religion, now occurs to his thoughts. 
Good men, no doubt, would be fhocked, to fee fo good a 
man abandoned by God to thefe afflictions and cruel ufage. 
Upright men will be ajlonijhed at this. But when he adds, and 
the innocent jhall fir up himfelf againfi the profligate , &c. he 
muft be underftood to fpeak ironically, as Caftalio and Mr. 
Heath have remarked. The irony ftrongly marks the indig¬ 
nation of the fpeaker; and is a keen rebuke of his antago- 
nifts, for occafioning fuch prejudice to the interefts of re¬ 
ligion by their injurious ufage of him. 

Jhallflir up himfelf &c.] Doubtlefs they will triumph in 
their advantage, over impious men, from the bleflings of 
religion. 

the hypocrite k ] the profligate. It ftands oppofed here to the 
upright , the innocent , and the righteous ; and muft therefore de¬ 
note men of no religion. See the note on chap. viii. 13. 


* -ny/v It is ufed in the fenfe of exulting over an opponent in 
chap. xxxi. 29. where it is tranflated lift up myfelf\ If I rejoiced 
at the deftruftion of him that hated me, or lift up myfelf when evil 

found him . 

k WIT LXX. vapavopfo a tranfgreffor . They often turn it 

aH impious man ; and twice only tTrexpm, an hypocrite . 
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11. ’Tispaft—O life,farewell—my blifsfulfchemes 
Are broken off—ah too, too pleafing dreams! 

12. All-cheering fun, adieu. Sepulchral night. 

Blot the bright vifion •, and be thou my light; 

13. My 

Ver. 11 —16. My days are paft &c.] Whether he meant 
to (hew the vanity of the hopes which thefe men had fet before 
him ; or to paint more ftrongly the cruel difappointment of 
his own expectations of the divine benediction on his virtue, 
he now moft pathetically takes his leave of the world, and 
embraces death in a {train of elegy full of defpairing grief 
and horror. 

my furpofes m , &c.] He means, I fuppofe, his pious and 
virtuous defigns; from which he had promifed himfelf high 
enjoyment and a long train of divine bleflings : For he calls 
thefe purpofes , in the next fentence, the pojfeffors n of his hearty 
to expreis how much he had fet his mind upon them. 

Ver. 12. They change^ h c.] The obfeurity of this period 
will, I imagine, be cleared away by the following tranflation. 

Night is appointed 0 to me for day , 

Light is near from the face of darknejs P, 

That is, Henceforth the day which I am to enjoy is the night 
of death : and the light which is ordained for me, is the dark - 

nefs 


I Oedipus, being about to die, bids farewell to life in much the 

fame ftrain ; yx- o* ^x.^x tx -x , &c. all my affairs and con - 

neclions with the •world are periffed^ cV :. Oedipus Colon. 1684. 

ni •mET It often means wicked defignr, but is evidently ufed 
here jn a good ienfe. It fignihes wife thought or intention , as ap¬ 
pears from chap, xlii, 2. uo thought of thine can be hindered : and 
from Prov. xxxi. 16. where we render the verb D,nr to conJid$r» 

II »ama the thoughts , as our public verfion turns it. But 
this is coo faint. It ftgnifies the pffffors^ thoughts which had 
gotten pofleilion of his heart; from t0 inherit . 

0 T—it feems to be ufed here impcrfonally; as 
and imy c h. xviii. 18. He Jhall be driven — and chaftd % &c, 

* This is Schultens’ verhon, and is literal. 
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13. My hope another bed, another home, 

A bed in darknefs, and my houfe the tomb. 

14. Thou art my father. Grave5 my mother’s claim 
Be thine, O Worm, and thine a filler’s name : 

15. My 

fiefs of the tomb. The cxpreflion is in the lofty ftyle of 
jEfchylus and Sophocles. In common profe he would have 
faid, The only comfort left me, and the only thing I have 
to hope for, is death and a grave. 

Ver. 13. The grave, &c.] There is a mixture of horror in 
the folemnity of thefe images. 

the grave ] Sheol. Sec the Appendix, Nuj?rb. II. I think 
ftheel mufl fignify here the fepulchral grot, or tomb. For where 
his bed was to be, there his houfe alfo was. but his bed 
was to be in darknefs, that is, the fepulchral chamber. See 
chap. x. 21, 22. and Pfahn lxxxviii. 12, 13. where dejlruc - 
tion, darknefs, and the land of forgctftdnefs, are but various terms 
for the grave . 

Ver. 14. I have faid, &c.] He transferred all his' filial 
and fraternal affedtiorss to the grave and worm ; fhewing, by 
this ftrong and beautiful mode of expreflion, how welcome 
death and diffolution would be to him. Solomon has expreft 
a high degree of afFeelion in much the fame manner, Prov. 
vii. 4. A greater than Solomon has given his fan£tion to 
this phrafeology, Matt. xii. $c. I may add, the Roman 
Tragedian has marked the mighty power of another paflion, 
Hatred, by the fame images ; “ One thing is left me, dearer 
than brother, father, and mother, &c. even hatred of thee V 

to corruption r ] to the pit, as our tranflators turn it in chap, 
xxxiii. 18, 24, 28, 30. but in ver. 22. of that chapter the 
graVc. The fepulchral grot is thus denominated as being the 
place of corruption. 


*1 ---una res fupereft mihi, 

Fratre ac parente carior, regno ac lare. 

, Odium tui. Hercules Furens • 3 So, 

1 we render it a ditch chap. ix. 31. It there means a 

jleep pit of filthy mi>e. It fignifies the ft pule hr e in Pfalm xxx. 9. 
and in many other places. 
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15, My hope ! where is it ? who my hope Ihall fee ? 

16. It /hall defcend the winding grots with me : 
Behold and wonder ! there my hope and I 
On the fame couch pf dvift repofing lie. 

Chap.' 

Ver. 15. where is now my hope y &c.] By his hope he here 
means, I apprehend, the durable bleflings and honours 3 which 
he had expeCted as a reward of his exemplary virtue s . Thefe 
lively interrogations exprefs with great force the feverity of 
his difappointment. But the figurative language rifeth much 
higher in the next verfe ; where he gives perfonality to his 
hipe> a^id reprefeqts this imaginary being as lying down with 
him in the fleep of death. This is faying in a poetical man¬ 
ner, that all his expectations ended in mifery, death, and 
putrefaCtion. 

Ver. 16. They Jhallgo down &c.] It (my hope , ver. 15.) 
Jhall go down^ & c. 

to the bars of the pit"] the word tranflated the pit is Shcol , 
which here alfo muft fignify furely the grave: for he fays. 
That his hope by going down to Jheol fliall reft together with 
him in the dujl . The bars fhould, I think, be rather turned 
the branches. Our Author’s word feems to denote literally^ 
branches of a tree a ; and thence is applied to other things which 
have a ilmilar relation of parts to their refpeCtive whole, the 
members of an animal body w for inftance, and here the fepul - 

chral 


* Chap xxix. 18, Sec. 

r nmn If this were the third perfon plural feminine of the 
future tenfe, they Jhall go down, it would require a nominative plu¬ 
ral, or two Angular nouns, in the fame gender: But no fuch nomi¬ 
native is found either in this or the preceding verfe. I take it 
the efore to be the third perfon fingular feminine, with the para- 
g gical fyIIable like fr e P ut forth. Judges v. 26. 

Tne nominative to the verb pn ?ny hope , ver. 1 

11 Ezek. xvii. 6, It became a vine, and brought forth branches, 

tuna 

w Chap, xli. 12, (ver. 4. in the hebrew) I will not conceal his 
parts, i. e, his limbs via 
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Chap. 

XVIII. 

i, 2. The Shuhite anfwer’d: Thou and thy clan, 
how long ? 

Shall words evafive lurk beneath your tongue ? 

Affirm 

chral chambers ; which open in the fide of the fubterraneous 
grot, and go off from it as branches from the trunk of a tree. 

When , See.] Verily x our rejl together will be in the duft . 

CHAP. XVIII. 

I cannot call this fpeech oratio morata , a fpeech that marks 
the peculiar temper of the fpeaker. It might, for all I can 
fee, have come with equal propriety from the mouth of Zo- 
phar. It expreffeth, however, very ftrongly the progrefs and 
effedt of anger. The courfe of the difpute has heated this phleg¬ 
matic man : His introduction ver. i—4. is full of high refenu 
ment; And the reft of his difeourfe ftiews that his paflion 
greatly elevates his poetry. 

In ver. 5, 6. he lays down his general pofition, the com¬ 
mon and favourite principle of all the three, that dejlru£iive 
calamities are the portion of the wicked , great opprefiors in 
particular, and of fuch only. 

He confirms and illuftrates his point by a new example, 
after the manner of Eliphaz, ver. 7—21. 

But he hath fo varied his choice of images, fo height- 
efied his colouring, adapted fome particulars fo clofely to the 
cafe of Job, and wrought up the whole feene to fuch a pitch 
of tragical terror, that no reader of tafte will, I imagine, be 
tired with his fpeech. 

Ver. 2. How long , &c.] How long will ye put infnaring 
words y ? By infnaring words he means artful harangues to 

catch 


* CM We englifh \lfurely in Pfalm cxxxix. 19. Vid. Noldium. 
> rSbb »xjp ponetis laqutos (aucupia) verborum . 

The word is found no where elfe in the Hebrew bible. But 
* the 
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Affirm the righteous punijh'd , we’ll oppofe. 

3. What merit we the fcorn thy mouth bellows* 
Defpis’d, and vilify’d as void of mind. 

Dull as the dulled of the grazing kind ? 

4. O thou whofe paflion at the ways of God 
Rends thy own foul, lhall he renounce his rod, 

Defert 

catch the paflions, and divert the attention of the hearer from 
the main point in difpute. In this view he consider'd Job’s 
declamations on his innocence and Sufferings. It is re¬ 
markable that Bildad addreffeth himfelf to a plurality of 
perfons, hotu long zuill ye put , &c. either becaufe he had ob¬ 
served lome of the audience giving figns of favouring the part 
of Job ; or intending, as Schultens thinks, to reprefent him 
as the leader of an infidel fed : If fo, by infnaring words mud 
be meant fophiftical evafions. 

mark % &c.] Mr. Heath turns it, fpeak your meaning plainly^ 
and afterwards we will reply . “ Give a dire<d and clear an- 

fwer to the queltion, who ever perijhed being innocent b , &c.” 
If you affirm it, we are ready to argue the point with you. 

Ver. 3. Wherefore are we counted^ See.] He refers to that 
contemptuous reflection on their underftandings in chap, 
xvii. 4, 10. 

Ver. 4. He teareth himfelf in his anger , Sic. ] He retorts 
the expreffion which Job directed to Eliphaz, chap. xvi. 9. 
He teareth me in his wrath who hateth me. 

jhall 


the verb in Arabic fignifies to hunt , to lay nets and fnares j and is 
applied, as Schultens ftieW'. to the ufing of deceitful arts . See his 
( rmmentary. The nofan is a fnare . Vid, Cartel!. Lex. 

Htpt. ' ‘ 

_ A iran clart ac diferte loquamini , Jpeak dearly and to the pointy 
Explain >urfelves. Thi ; is Schultens’ interpretation, who refers 
us to ch. vi. 24. and Dan. viii. \ 6. as examples of this figni- 
fcation. we englifli it there to caufe to underfiand t to make to un~ 
(Ur and. 

b Chap. iv. 7, 
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Defert our world; or change his fix’d decrees, 
A$ rock fix’d, thy murmurs to appeafe ? 

5, 6 , Know thou, one dreadful moment fhall deftroy 
The wicked in his glitt’ring feenes of joy : 

His 

Jball the earthy &c.] Thefe are proverbial forms of fpecch, 
for altering what is fixed and unchangeable. The meaning 
is, if I miftake not, that God muft give up his moral king¬ 
dom among men, or violate the immutable laws of juftice 
by which it is adminiftred ; if fuch a man as Job efcaped 
punifhment. This interpretation makes an eafy tranfition 
to the other part of the difeourfe, which is defigned to prove, 
that by an unchangeable rule of providence the fignally 
wicked (hall fignally peri(h. 

Ver. 5, 6. Tea, the lights &c.] Thefe metaphors denote, in 
general, the fplendor and feftivity in which fuch men live. 
There is however an allufion I think, in the fifth verfe, to 
what the Arabian poet calls the fires of hofpitality: Thefe 
were beacons lighted upon the tops of hills by perfons of 
diftin&ion among the Arabs ; to dire£f and invite travellers 
to their houfes and tables. Hofpitality was their national 
glory : And the loftier and larger thefe fires were, the greater 
was the magnificence thought to be c . A wicked rich man 
therefore would afFe<ft this piece of ftate, from vanity and 
often tat ion. 

Another Arabian poet exprefieth the permanent profperity 
of his family almoft in the very words of our author : “ Nei¬ 
ther is our fire, lighted for the benefit of the night-ftranger, 
extinguifiied u .” 

Ver. 6. and his caudle. Sic.'] And his lamp over him e fijall 
he put out f . He refers to the lamps which hung from the 
ceiling of the banqueting room, in their nofturnal revels : 
for the Arabian entertainments were in the night. 


c Vid. Pocock. in Carm. Tograi, p. in. 
d Hamafa, p. 473. 

e vVy LXX, nr avlar. Vulg 'fuper ipfum» 
f Compare Prov. xx. 20. 
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His feftal iire, his lamp’s high-fparkling light, 
Shall be extinguilh’d in eternal night. 

7. Strong like a lion, and as proud his gait. 

The tyrant is pufli’d headlong on his fate 

8, 9, By 

Ver. 7—15. Thejleps , &c.] If the defcription contained 
in thefe verfes, were copied by the pencil j it would form a 
picture of terror in three parts. 

In the firft piece, this wicked man of opulence appears in 
the midft of his beautiful gardens and (lately walks; caught 
by the foot in one of the innumerable fnares which fur- 
round him. He is in the attitude of ftruggling to get loofe. 
This reprefents the numberlefs evils to which men of his 
character are expofcd, and points at the overthrow of Job. 
ver. 7—10. 

In the fecond piece. He is feen again in the fame fituation. 
A troupe of Furies are in purfuit of him ; He is feized by a 
Fury of enormous fize and strength who is devouring him. 
His countenance is diflorted with pain, and his features wild 
with horror. This reprefents Job’s dreadful difeafe. ver. u, 
12, 13. 

In the third, an army of Furies are deftroying his vineyards 
and corn-fields, his fiocks and herds. A party of them 
have pofiefTed themfelvcs of his fuperb manfion, which is let 
on fire by a (hower of flaming fulphur. This reprefents 
the various calamities by which Job’s fortunes and family 
were dellroyed. ver. 14, 15. 

Ver. 7. The fleps of his Jlrength , &c.] In regard to his 
power and pride, he is compared to a lion ; Which is re¬ 
markable for its (trong and (lately walk. 

ere freshened] According to the greek verfion, are hunted \ 

This 


z Qr,fwrxwu They read llSP Compare Pfal. cxl. 

$1 II, 12. 
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8,9, By his own counfels. Where aloft he ftalks, 

10. The toils fteal on and circumfcribe his walks : 
Clofe-lurking gins and cover’d pits around 
Befet his paths, o’er all his guilty ground. 

He rufheth to his prey : but unaware 
Treads on the mefhes of the ambufli’d fnare : 

His foot is caught in the tough tangling fold, 

He ftruggles hard to burft its ftubborn hold. 

11. Fell furies then, who hung upon his rear. 
Surround and Ihake him with diftra&ing fear: 

12. One 

* 

This idea agreeth bell to the others that follow, being all of 
them allufions to the chace. 

, His own counfely &c.] His oppreflions bring the vengeance 
of God and men upon him ; as a lion is taken in a net while 
he is in purfuit of his prey. See Ezek. xix. 6, 7, 8. 

Ver. 9. the robber h , &c.] What have robbers to do here ? 
The tranflation fhould be, and the entangling cord holdeth him 
fajl. He is now caught. This vcrle therefore, as Mr. Heath 
remarks, fhould be placed after the next. It finilheth this 
branch of the description. 

Vcr. 11. Terrors] Terrible calamities. The poet here 
makes them allegorical perfons. Homer calls them the Furies , 
the minifters of divine vengeance *. 

and Jhall drive him , &c.] and Jhall jhake k him at his feet* 
He is purfued by thcle Terrors , or Furies . They are clofe at 
his heels. He trembles with horror. 


h funis implexusy from the root pleHe ye > as Schul- 

jens Ihews from the Arabic. See his Commentary . 

1 II. ix. 454. xv. 204. 

* V’on It is fynonimous with which fignifies in Arabic, 

among other fenfes, to bejhaktn with an ague. Caitcll. Lex* Ilept. 
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12. One fattens on his fide, voracious ill. 

It gnaws his flefh, commiflion’d flow to kill: 

13. It rends his brawny limbs, it fucks his blood, 
Death’s eldeft born and fiercell of his brood. 

14. Furies, 

Ver. 12, 13. His Jlrengthy & c.] His pain 1 , or painful dif¬ 
eafe. The poet thus ftyles onfe of the Furies . to raife the 
idea, he adds, it Jhall he hunger-bitten , furious as a be aft of 
prey in the rage of hunger. He next names it dejlruftion; 
and fays, it was decreed to his fide ; to fignify that it was of 
an extraordinary kind, fent by the immediate hand of God, 
and would prove mortal: And to compleat the climax, he 
ftyles it the firjl-born of death , an expreftion that denotes the 
exceeding ternblenefs of the death in which this difeafe will 
end. That a bodily affiittion y fome terrible and mortal difeafe, 
is intended, appears from its being reprefented devouring the 
Jlrength of his Jkin. 

Ver. 12. fhall be ready at his fede\ is decreed m , or appoint cd^ 
to his fide % that is, to his body. This expreftion is another 
proof that a dejlruflive difeafe is the thing intended. 

Ver. 13. It Jhall devour , Sec. ] 

Fhc members n of his body it devours , 

Death's eldejl-birn devoutcth his members. 

his body J In the he brew, his fkin; which by a metonymy 
is here put for the whole body, as in Chap. ii. 4. fin for 
Jkin , i. e. body for body, and in Exod. xxii. 27. it is his rai¬ 
ment for his fkin, that h, his body. But the Jkin is particu¬ 
larly 


* it is the fame with , which we englifh ajjlifticn, chap. 
V. 6 . I he Arabic interpreter renders it, in the verie before us, 

difeafe ; The Syriac, which figniftes any painful difeafe , 

in the bowels, the loins, the head, &c. alfo the Lprcjy, Vid. 
Callell. Lex. Hept. 3JO 

m toa See the note on chap. xv. 23. 

* Thus Sophocl es ufeth ir'Kivpa. for £&<ua, 7 tovo$ vrh&vpciv fActfaiYUf art 
affliLiion that emaciates the fide. 

° '*1^ the members , and in the next claufe A/'f members • 

See the note on chap. xvii. 16. 
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14. Furies, iti numbers like a blackening hoft 
Led by their feepter’d chief, invade his boaft 5 

15. Dwell in his dwelling, and with raging hafte 
Lay all the beauty of his Eden wafte : 

Accurs’d 

Jarly mentioned, as being the feat of the leprofy, Job^ dif¬ 
eafe 1*. Aifchylus * describes the fame difeafe in almofi: the 
fame highly figurative language •> 44 Leprofies, making pro- 
grefs over the flefh and devouring with favage jaws the for¬ 
mer habit of the body/’ 

the firfl-horn of death] The fen to nee of death, pronounced 
on all mankind, gave birth to difeafes ; which therefore by 
a fublimc allegory are ftyled the off-fpring of death ; and the 
mofl horrible difeafe, that which hath the prehemincnce in 
cruelty, his frji-born, his might, and the beginning of his 
flrc.igth. 

Ver. 14. His confidence] All that he gloried in, and trufted 
to ; his numerous family and great poflcflions. 

It bring him , &c.] Terrors Jhcdl march againjl him r like 
a king x ; that is, like a king at the head of his army, laying 
wade an enemy’s country with fire and fword. He borrows 
this companion from Eliphaz. See chap. xv. 24. 

Ver. 15. It Jfyall dwell , &c.] They (the Terrors, ver. 14.) 
Jlmll dwell 1 in his tabernacle , becaufc nothing lhall be left for 

him . 


V See the note on chap. ii. 7. 

* In his Chaphortr . 

r irVTV^n g ra dicntur in rutn 9 Schultens. Its nominative 
Is (f° r there is no other) which is in the plural num¬ 

ber; whereas the verb is in the lingular. Cut, as he remarks, 
we have an example of the fame conllrufUon chap, xxvii. 20. 
. • • ■ iru’cyn Terrors take hold on him . . 

■ like a king. So Levit. xiii. 2. like the plague (y^y?) 

cf Itprofy. Vid Nold. 

1 fi ere a C a » n we have a verb fingular to niH73 a n0 * 

minative plural. Nothing is more common than this conilrudtton 
in the Arabic language ; to .mention one inilauce out of the Koran, 

Sar. 
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Accurs’d it lies, a dire example Ihown, 

Like Sodom’s field with barren fulphur ftrown. 
16. As a tall oak, which fire ethereal burns. 

Sinks down, and to a fmoking ruin turns, 

17. He 

him Thefe Furies are cbmmiflioned to make an utter 
deftru£tion. 

brimjlone , &c.] This is fuppofed to allude to the overthrow 
of Sodom and Gomorrah ; which the hebrew poets and pro¬ 
phets, Bp. Lowth remarksufed as an image of all other 
delolating judgements of God. 

Ver. 16—20. His roots , &c.] He had reprefented the^ 
punifhment of this wicked man to be extermination. He 
dwells upon that horrible idea, and opens the particulars 
contained in it. In the j6th verfe he deferibes it by an. 
image taken from the vegetable world, a lofty tree fuddenly 
killed x by lightning, as I fuppofe. Silius Italicus, quoted 
here by Schultens, has drawn the image at large ; 

Tandem cum toto cecidit, &c. 

At laft he fell, with all his kindred band ; 

A name fo long renown’d in Umbrian land. 

So falls an oak, beneath whofe lofty /hade 

Our anceftors their mighty limbs difplay’d : 

Struck by Jove’s bolt it fmokes, the fulph’rous flame 

Rag es with crackling havock o’er its frame: 

Subdu’d by heav’n it finks* and fpreads the ground 

With its fear’d trunk and arms a fpacious ruin round. 

L. x. 164/ 


Sur. ii. 69. Kafat koloubo-eom t in Jurat a eft corda weftra, your hearts 
it (are) hardened . where the nominative is mafculine and plural j 
but the verb, angular and even feminine. 

* ^7 *^32 the phrafe is elliptical. Schultens has produced 
the entire ionn, from Deut. xxviii, 5;. 73 y? 

becaufe be bath nothing left him* 

* Praled. p. ic6» 

x Amos ii. 9. 


L 
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17. He perilheth. Him no memorial pile 
Saves from oblivion, with inferiptive (lyle: 

18. Purfu’d with hidings and reproach he’s hurl'd 
To fhades below, vile ejeCt of the world : 

19. Nor fon to him, nor grandfon ihull remain, 

Nor one poor vaflal of his cringing train. 

20. Our fires the vengeance faw with facred fear. 
And rifing ages tremble while they hear. 

2i. Such 

Ver. 18. He Jhall be driven, &c. ] He fhall not be con¬ 
ducted out of life, as Plato exprcfTcth it with funeral pomp, 
by a numerous train of mourning citizens and relations ; but 
fhaJJ be caft out of human fociety like a malefaCtor, and 
thrown under ground with infamy and execration. 

Ver. ig. nephew] Or fon s fon y as in Gen. xxi. 23. 

Nor any remaining, <Src.] All his dependents will be in¬ 
volved in his deftruCtion. The original word for dwellings z 
fignifies, fays the learned Schultens. a territory of refuge for 
Jtrangers . The great men among the Arabs called their rc- 
fpeCtive diflricts by this name ; becaufe they took under their 
protection all defencelefs and neceflitous perfons who fled 
thither. They prided themfelves in having a great number 
of thefe clients, or dependents. This was an ancient cuftom 
in Arabia, and continues to the prefent day a . 

Ver. 20. they that went before &c.J the ancients ; who 
were eye-witnefles of this dreadful cataftrophe. Hence it 
appears that Bildad had been fpcaking of things which hap¬ 
pened long before his own times. Why then does he ex- 
prefs himfelf in the future tenfe \ Becaufe he and his com¬ 
panions 


y Quoted by Longinus, cap. 28. 


v-njt 


* The Arabian Poets frequently refer to this cuflbm. See thi 
Arabian Anthologia , p. 424* n. 

b They of old . Thus J"lV 3 D~!p things of old. Ifaiah 

xliii. 18. The ancient proverb) I Sam. xxiv. 14. 
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21. Such is the portion to the wretch affign’d, 
Alien from God and foe of human kind. 

Chap. 

XIX. 

i, 2. Job anfwerM quick ! unfeeling men, how long 
Mean you to cut and crufti me with the tongue ? 

3. Infulta 

panicns cftabliflied thefe pad cafes into precedents ; and in¬ 
ferred from them that general maxim which he lays down 
in the lad verfe, Surely filch are the dwellings . 

On comparing this oration of Bildad with his former, in^ 
chap. Viii. I am ready to apply to him what Longinus c fays 
of Euripides ; 44 He was not formed by nature for the fub- 
lime : yei by mighty efforts and (framing his powers, when 
his fubjeCt required grandeur, he had reached that noble ele¬ 
vation.” What ambition efiedted in Euripides, paflion feems 
to have produced in Bildad. 

CHAP. XtX. 

Is it poflible to read from the firft to the twenty-fccOhd- 
verfe of this chapter, without feeling the mod tender emo¬ 
tions of companion for this good unhappy man ? we may 
thence infer, that the defign or this portion of his reply was 
to melt, if poflible, his hard-hearted friends ; by a moll pa¬ 
thetic reprefentation of their inhumanity and his own deplo¬ 
rable condition. 

Defpairing, however, to make any impreflion on them, he 
on a fudden elevates his voice j and, with a wonderful erec¬ 
tion of fpirit, confoles himfelf in the faith and expectation 
of a future judgement, which will do juftice to bis inno¬ 
cence and reward his virtue, ver. 23 — 27. He concludes 
with warning them of the punifhmcnt which calumny will 
receive, in that day of righteous retribution ; ver.- 28, 29. 

c De fublim, chap. xv. 

L 2 
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3. Infults enow I’ve born : {till, loft to fhame, 
Stubborn defiance do your looks proclaim ? 

4. Be it, fome error, incident to all, 

Is mine - y my error on myfelf muft fall. 

5. What, ftill abufe me ? and with cruel ftrifc, 
Urge my affliction to condemn my life ? 

6. Learn then; thatGod,the fatal caufeunknown. 
Hath me purfu’d, and in his toils o’erthrown. 

7.1 cry aloud of wrong, no anfwer gain ; 

For juftice call, no jtiftice can obtain: 

8. But 

Ver. 3. T&eje ten times] that Is, over and over. Men who 
are greatly moved are not wont to fpeak with precifion. 
The upbraiding ftyle is always exaggerating. 

Ver. 4. mine error remaincth d , &c.J The fentiment is like 
that in the Roman poet, 

Mihi dolebit, non tibi, fi quid egoftulte fecero e , 

6C If I do a foolifh aClion, it is I who fhall fuffer for it, not you.” 

Ver. 5. magnify ycurfelves again/}, &c.j The expreflion 
fignifies to treat a perlbn with infolence. Pfalm xxxv. 26. 
Zeph. ii. 10. 

jny reproach ] my ignominious calamities. 

Ver. 6, 7. Know now, See.] He freely owns that his over¬ 
throw 


d ybn Zach. v. 4. It (the cur/e) fall remain in the midjl of 
his hcuje t and Jball cuifume it . 

Vir. 3. that ye make yourj'elves flrange, &c.] Are ye not afoained 
to he Jo •very olfinate cgainjl me ? Mr. Heath. i0 ‘ V€r J 

ohjlinate . the root is fuppofed to be ; one of whole deri¬ 

vative nouns in Arabic fignifies vehemence , another of them impu¬ 
dence,. Vid. Caflell. Lex, 

* Plautus in Menachmi Aft* ii, fc, iii. 
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S. But in dark dungeon he confines me fail. 

With bolts and walls that never can be pafs’d. 

9, O bitter change ! how happy I and great! 

10. Till he in ruins laid my glorious ftate. 

Rent 

throw was by the hand of God : but infifteth that he had 
done nothing to deferve it; and that he had often begged to 
be brought to his trial ; though hitherto without effect. 

of wrong'] He certainly means wrong, or violence, done to 
him by God. This language is extremely harlh, and utterly 
inexcufable. It is however nothing more than what he had 
already fa id in efFett, chap. ix. 17. x, 3. xvi. 17. Indeed, if 
fuch rafh fpeeches as thefe had not come out of his lips, w r hat 
ground would there have been for thole cutting reproaches 
chap. xl. 8. IVlit thou alfo difannu'l my judgement ? Wilt thou 
condemn me, that thou maycjl be righteous ? 

Ver 8 —20. He hath fenced , £cc.] This paragraph is a 
mournful amplification of the fuppofed wrong , ver. 7. He 
represents his hopelefs condition, ver. 8.—the utter ruin God 
hud brought upon him, ver. 9, ic.—the unprovoked violence 
with which it was executed, ver. 11, 12.—the effedt it had 
in caufmg his relations, acquaintance, the partner of his bed, 
and his mail: intimate friends to defert him j yea his depen¬ 
dents, fervunts, flaves, to defpife him, ver. 13. to the end 
of ver. 19. —And lafldy, the deplorable ftate to which all 
thefe afflictions, his difeafe in particular, had reduced his 
bodv, ver. 20. 

Ver. 8. He hath fenced up, &rc. 1 He compares his lltuation 
to that of a condemned malefactor, who is thruft down into 
a dark dungeon ; and there bolted in, fo as that it is impof- 
fible for him to efcape. The mournful prophet, perfonaring 
his country, deicribes its defperate condition by the lame 
imarre r . 

Ver. 9. the crciu'i] This may mean the richer kind of tur- 
bant , which is worn by perfons of diftintftion among the 

Arabs 


f Lament*/ions iii. 7 — 
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Rent the tiara from my princely head. 

And fwept my all-now hurls me to the dead : 

I leave my hope behind, like fome fair tree 

Uptorn by tcmpeft, when its boughs you fee 

Rich laden with a blooming progeny. 

11, Me haplefs objedc of his hate he chofe, 

12. Me (fo he will’d) he number’d with his foes: 

His 

Arabs at this day. The turbant appears from medals and* 
ilatucs to have been the fame with the tiara , or diadem Or 
the expreflion may be metaphorical ; and the glory and the 
crou/n may denote his dignity, and the honours paid to his 
authority, juflicc, and beneficence. 

Ver. io. 1 am gone] 7 am going, to the grave. So the 
word is ufed cfhap. x. 21. xvi. 22. 

mine hope ] all his expectations, as to this world, from the 
divine bencdi&ion on his virtue. See the note on chap, 
xvii. 15. 

like a tree ] which, when full of bloflbms, is uprooted by 
a dorm j or deftroyed by lightning. Chap. xv. 30. xviii. 16. 
This is one of thofe abrupt fimiles, which leave to the read¬ 
er’s imagination the pleafurc of difeovering the point of 
likenefs. We meet with a few iuftances of this kind in 
Homer : Speaking, for inflancc, of the appearance of the 
white plumes on HcCtor’s helmet, and alluding alfo to his 
lofty ftature, he fays j 4 ‘ he rufhed on, like a mountain 
covered with fnow h .” 

Ver. 12« his troops] of evils. The metaphors which fol¬ 
low, are borrowed from the works caft up by a befieging 
army ; for the annoyance of a city with their arrows and en¬ 
gines of war. Ifaiah xxxvii. 33. 1 he art of war mufl furely 

have made a confiderable progrtfs in thofe early days. 





f Shaw’s Travels, p. 226. 410, 
k 11* xiii. 754. 
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His ire he kindled, and his armies fent 
On rapid march to my devoted tent: 

His legions round my harmlefs dwelling form’d 
Dreadful encampment, and with fury ftorm’d. 

13. My brethren and acquaintance fled afar. 

With horror fled, trom this flupendous war : 

14. My kindred flnmn’d me, of my boafting friends 
Who now my unremember^d grief attends ? 

15. The ftrangers whom I fhelter’d in my fhade. 

The maidens who my awful nod obey’d, 

Pafs me as though unknown, or gaze me o’er 
As fome ftrange thing from fome ftrange diftaqt 

fhore : 

16. My meaneft flave with ftupid infult flares. 

Deaf to my calls, regardlels of my pray’rs. 

17. Ev’n fhe whom wedlock’s charities fliould move, 
Nauieates my breath ; the tend’reft notes of love 

Unheeding 

Ver. 15. They that dwell J The clients ' 1 of tny houfc % . Our 
author’s word, as the learned Schultens hath (hown, is that 
by which the Arabs denote fuch as put themfelves under a 
great man’s protection, are adopted into his family, and be¬ 
come dependent on him for their maintenance and fecurity. 
See the note on chap, xviii. ig. 

Ver. 17. isJirange] u is become loaihfcme k .” This way of 
tranflating the expreflion turns the complaint into a tender 

apology, 


1 ’^3 Vid. Hamafay p. 423. n. “ Fortune has deprived me of 
a brave man whole client was not contemptible .** 

w in Arabic faftiditus ejl, compufruit fptritus meus. Schul¬ 
tens in Comment . In Num. xi. 20. is rendeed lothfome, 

un<l ^ are fometimes put the one for the other* 
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Unheeding, though cpnjur’d, in mournful ftr^ip a 
By the dear mem’ry of our children (lain. 

18. Yea flav’ry’s fpawn, beneath rrjy table fed^ 

Pufh me afide, and flout me to my head. 

All who ihe lecrets of my foul poflefs’d. 

All whom affedtion cherith’d in my bread, 

' Are turn’d againll me j as a wretch impure 
Whom God abominates, and men abjure. 

20 . Thu$ 

apology, by imputing her avoidance of him to the exceflive 
naufeoufnefs of his difeafe. The married ladies arc indebted 
to the learned Schultcns for this candid and polite remark. 

I i fit rented 1 ] The hebrew word implies in it the mod ten-? 
dcr emotions of parental aftciSfion, 

It is obfervable that he never makes mention of his chil¬ 
dren except here and chap. xxix. 5. The thought of their 
tragical death was too painful to be dwelt upon, or often 
fpoken of. 

Ver. 18. Yea, young m children defpifed me\ Thefe were, I 
imagine, the children of his flaves, born in his family. No¬ 
thing could fo touchingly reprefent the contempt into whiefy 
he was fallen, as this circumllance. 

I aroje'] “ I am prefent n .'’ The moment I appear (as Crin- 
foz turns it) they give me abufivc language. 


1 ♦run the root pn f»Rn iiics, in Arabic, to be moved with na¬ 
tural a (fell ion ; being a metaphor from the tender modulation of 
the voice by which the camel exprefieth fondnefs to her young 
one. Caflell. Lex . Pocock. in Carmen Ycgr. p. 29. Commentariusq 
Schultens. 

01 vcr b ln Arabic fjgnifies to maintain a ny?ne- 

rcus family . The noun therefore mull denote in general thofe who 
were fed from hit table ; but as his fervants , or flaves, were men¬ 
tioned ver. 16. he may be fuppofed to mean here the young chil¬ 
dren of his fervanti , or flaves. Vid. Comment . Schultens. In the 
iaudatio feeunda Meyfis, at the end of the Arabic Pfaher. ver. 27. 
yte find the verb ufed in this fenfe ; the God who fed thee , 

0 noipK adflo% T he LXX. turn ^t irafirrtfAi in Ban. vii. to. 
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20. Thus left, my bone juft flatting from within 
Through the poor remnant of my tatter’d fkin, 

21. Pity me, pity ■, let my urgent need. 

Let ancient friendfhip for companion plead. 

For fmitten by th* immortal arm I bleed. 

22. Will you (ah why ?) your perfecutions join 
To thofe I fuffer by a hand divine ; 

Infatiate 



Ver. 20. My bone cleaveth , &c.J The learned Michaelis 
obferves that his offenfive breath ver. 17. the loathfome- 
nefs and infection of his whole body ver. 19. his atrophy 
mentioned in this twentieth verfe, and the torn condition of 
his fkin ver. 26. are all circumftances attending the elephan - 
tiafis^ Job’s difeafe. 

I am efcaped , ccc.] The learned Profefibr Chappelow tranf- 
lates, I am efcaped with a torn jlcin P. Job deferibes the effe£t 
of his difeafe on his fkin in much the fame manner in ver. 
26. my fkin which is thus torn , Sic. See the note. 


Ver. 22. and are not fatisfied with my flejh\ that is, why are 
ye not fatisfied with the reproaches and Handers, with which 
ye have already worried me ?. The learned Schultens re¬ 
marks * that to eat theflejh of another is an Arabian phrafe 
for calumniating him. “ I am not addi&ed to Hander, or one 
who devoureth the Hefh of his friend.” So one of their 
poets lings. Another, fpeaking of his calumniator, fays ; 
who worries my flejh , and yet has net fatisfied bis avidity r . The 
phrafeology is taken from a wild beaft rending his prey. This 
image of a furious defamer is drawn at full length chap. xvi. 
9, 10. where the exprefiion They have filled (or fatiated) them- 

flelves 


0 Not. in Pr<rle£t, p. 202. 

p vjry -ny a torn fiin. Mr. Chappelow derives from the 
Ambit ; whicn ngnificsr in its leventh conjugation according 
toC.i:le;r. 'vetuj}us % tritus fuit uter, corrugata fuit cutis finis. 

• In Ins Commentary . 

r Hamaja , or the Arabian Anthologia y p. 591. and the note of 
8 chultcns. 
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• m - - * 

Inlatiate (till, ftil] eager to defame 

And glut your rancour with my worry’d n2me ?■ 


23. Q that, fair written in a faithful fcroll. 

Time in his archives would my words enroll! 

24. O 

felves upon me is plainly fimilar to why are ye not fatisfed with 
my fu'Jh . See the note there. 

This interpretation of the words of Job makes a natural 
tranfltion to the following declaration of his faith in a future 
judgement, for the vindication of his character. 

Vcr 23. 0 that my words , &c.] He means, furely, fuch 
of his words as would come within the compafs of an in- 
fcripiion upon a rock ; the words, therefore, which he de¬ 
livers in ver. 25, 26, 27. 

were now written ] Sir Ifaac Newton s fuppofes, if I re¬ 
member right, that letters were invented by the Edomites ; 
from whom Mofes learned them, when he fled into Arabia 
from the wrath of Pharaoh. 

0 that they were printed in a hook ! J 0 that they were noted f 
in a regijter J / He wifheth that his memorable words might 
be tranlmittcd to poderity; firft, by writing, the ufual me¬ 
thod of preferving pad tranfa&ions : lecondly, by the dill 
fafer method of lodging this writing in the public archives : 
thirdly, by inferibing them on lead, as more durable than 
linen or paper ; and ladly. by engraving them in the natural 
rock as the mod durable of all. 

were written ] on linen perhaps. Painting upon linen was 
very ancient among the Egyptians. Their paper, made of 
the papyrus, was a later invention w . 


8 In his Chronology. 

* iprv <were injeribed , or noted as in Ifaiah xxx. 0. note it in a 
hooky that it may be for the lime to come , for ever and ever. 

u -!£)D * regifter. In Ezra iv. 15. the book of records ("^D 
trroT means the archives of the kingdom, the roll, or book , 
of the chronicles , as it is called Either ii. 23. 

w Greaves on the pyramids y p, 50. Plinii/ft/?. lib. xiii. c, IL, 
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24. O furrow them in lead; their letters give 
Through endlefs ages in the rock to live. 

25. / 

Ver. 24.. and lead'] to grave upon with the iron pen, or 
flyle *. The learned Gottingen ProfefTor y fays, he does not 
underfhr.d what the hebrew word means which we englifh 
lead. We are certain, however, that it is claflcd with metals ; 
Cold, filver, iron, and tin* : Alfo that it figriifies a fubftance 
ponderous a and fufible b . It mull therefore denote fbme 
heavy metal or mineral. We learn, further, from Dr. Shaw c , 
that very probably tfyere are lead-mines in the mountains of 
Arabia Petrrea : For he found among thole rocks plenty of 
SeieniieSy or moon-ftone, which is faid to be a certain fign of 
lead-ore underneath. Add to all this, Pliny d informs us 
that writing on lead was of high antiquity, and came in prac¬ 
tice next after writing on the bark and leaves of trees, and 
was ufed in recording public tranfaCtions, 

in the rock ] Dr. Pocock met with hieroglyphic characters 
cut in the rock, in the fepulchres of the kings of Thebes '. 
Greaves f alfo makes mention of an infeription of one line in 
tiiofe facred Egyptian characters, which he obferved in the 
f-cond pyramid. As to the JVriiten Mountains , in the defert 
of Sina», which are covered with unknown characters \ that 
accurate traveller the Honourable Edward Wortlcy Moun- 
tagu who nicely examined them, has offered good argu¬ 
ments to prove they were the work of chriftian pilgrims in 
$he hrft ages of chriftianity. 


* See Gale’s account of the ftyli and forts of paper ufed by the 
ancients, in Phi!ofcpb,Tranfatfions abridged. vol vii. part iv. p. 18. 
y MichaelF, in Epimet. Preeled. Lovjtbi xxxii. p. 211. Hvo. 

2 Numb. xxxi. 22. a Lxod. xv. io# b Jer, vi, 29, 

c Travels, p. 44.2. ato. 
d Hi ft, Nat . lib. xiii. c. 11. 
e Defcription of the Raft , vol. i. p. 98, 99* 
f Defcription of the Pyramids, p. 106, 107. 

? See his Journey to the Written Mountains% 


THE BOOK OF JOB, Chap.XIX, 

25. I know , that He wbofe years can ne'er decay 
Will from the grave redeem my Jleeping clay . 

When the lajt rolling fun Jhall leave the flies. 

He will furvive , and o'er the dujt arife : 

26. Then fljall this mangled flin new form ajfume, 

27. This flejh then jlourijh in immortal bloom : 

My raptur'd eyes the judging God Jhall fee, 
EJlrangfd no more , but friendly then to me. 
how J: eh? lofty hope my foul infpir* i 
I burn , I faint with vehement defire , 

28. Be warn’d ; no more my innocence purfue: 

Its caufe fhall triumph in that juft review. 

29. Tremble; 

Ver. 25, 26, 27. For I knew, &c.] I would beg leave to 
offer the following literal tranflation of this famous paflage ; 
and refer the reader to the Appendix, Numb . III. for expli-r 
cation of it. 

Ver. 25. For 1 know, my redeems is the living one. 

And he, the Lajl , will o'er the dujl Jland up : 

Ver. 26. And my Jkin which is thus torn, fhall be another ; 
and in my fiejh I Jhall fee God . 

Ver. 27. J'Fhom I jha ’1 fee , even mine eyes Jhall beholden 
my fide, and not ejlranged: my reins are con- 
fumed within me. 

Ver. 28. But ye Jhould fay , &c.] Therefore ye fi?ould fay , 
•why fnall we perfecute him ? that is, why fhall we continue in 
our perfecution of him ? feeing the root of the matter h will be 


k the matter , in difpnte. It fignifies a caufe , or matter 

for judicial inquiry, Exod. xviii. 16. when they have a matter they 
eome unto me, and I judge between one and another . 
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25. Tremble; thefe wrongs th’ avenging fword 
demand. 

The fword which arms th’ almighty ruler’s hand : 

You then ftiall know, that injur’d virtue’s figh 

Found audience with an equal judge on high. 

Chap. 

XX. 

1, 2. Therefore, the fierce Naamathite reply’d. 

My thoughts, returning with impetuous tide, 

3. Impell 

found in me: that is, when the matter, or caufe between you 
and me, fhall come into judgement before God; its root, 
its bafis and fupport, which is truth, will be found on my 
fide of the queftion. 

Ver. 29. Be ye afraid of the fword'] The fword in the-hand 
of earthly magiftrates is the emblem of punitive juftice. The 
fcripture, accordingly, puts a fword into the hand of God, 
the fupreme magiftrate, to fignify his vindictive juftice *. And 
the greateft of all teachers reprefents the future puntJhmenU 
of wicked men in terms of aliufion to the punifhments in¬ 
flicted by the courts of human judicature. Matt. v. 22. 

for wrath hringeth , &c.] Mr. Heath's verfion is, for thefe 
are crimes punijhable by the fword*. that is, your inhumanity, 
uncharitablenefs, and calumnies are capital crimes before 
God; and will meet with fevere punifhment in the day of 
the revelation of his righteous judgement. 

CHAP. XX. 

Some readers perhaps, of an over delicate tafte, may grow 
tired with thefe repeated declamations on the tranficnt pro- 


1 Pf. vii. 12, n. Ifaiah xxvii. i. 

k He reads thefe ; (the pronoun of the third perfon 

plurai mafculine with a paragogic j"|) inltcad of j"jQn wrath. 

4 3in 
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3. Impell one anfwer more : Nor heeds my ear 
Thy warning, nor thy menace will I fear. 

4. Art 

fperity and fearful cataftrophc of great oppreffbrs. But thefe 
three men having the fame ideas of the courfe of providence, 
and of the cafe of their unhappy friend, muft of ncceffity 
fpcak with a general uniformity on the fubjcct. In the mean 
while thefe very repetitions promote the defign of the poem. 
They tcaze and exafperatc the good man’s fpirit, and carry 
him further in thofc cxcedes of complaint and fclf-juni¬ 
fication $ which cxceffcs, being afterwards properly repre- 
fented to him, prove the very means of his conviction and 
repentance. 

The fubjedt, however, in this fccorid fpcech of Zopliar is 
placed in fo many different views, and reprefented by emblems 
and metaphors fo intirely his own, that thefe at leafl haVC 
the charms of novelty. 

Upon the whole, there is great poetical merit in this fpcccli. 
It is a torrent of oriental eloquence, rulhing on with the 
vehemence of a fiery temper inflamed by refentment and mif- 
taken zeal. 

Ver. 2. Therefore , &c.] natnely, becaufe we know there is 
a judgement , with which you threaten us. 

my thoughts, &c<] a multitude of agitating thoughts impell 
me to make a reply. The word which we render I make 
hajle k i imports great eagernefs and impetuofity in Habak. i. 8. 

Ver. 3. the check of my reproach ] my reproachful corrcttion ! . 

He 


n nuiy non *3 

Hac enim funt crimina gladii. fc. digna gladio. 

In Pfal. xvii. i 3 . I3“in yen ( impius gladii tui ) is turned by 
the Chaldee 3*nntn “idtq qui reus eft occiftonis ( ui 

eccidatur) gladio tuo , who is worthy to be Jlain by thy fwora. 
k 

1 V 1073 The latter of two fubdantives in this con- 

ftruftion is convertible into an adjective. Vid. Guarin Gram. 
Heb. lib. ii. cap. 2. can. 3. 
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4. Art thou unknowing, that the voice of Time, 
Since man was planted in this earthly clime, 

5. Proclaims ; the fong of profligates is fliort, 

Th* oppreflor’s feftal but a moment’s fport ?' 

6. Advancing and advancing let him rife. 

Till his proud climax touch the ftarry fkies ; 

7. Behold his fall! like his own ordure toft 
Into oblivion, from the world he’s loft: 

And 


He refers to the commination in the laft verfe of the fore- 
poirg chapter. 

the fplrit of my underflanding] The fpirit which is ivithitz 
me m . Mr. Heath. 

The meaning is, that he has the courage n to nnfwer him, 
in defiance of his minatory warning. Chap. xix. 29. 

Ver. 4—11. He comprifeth (ver. 4, 5.) the fubjefl of his 
difeourfe in a fententious aphorifm, founded on a lcrics of 
faffs deduced from the earlieft times of the world. He then 
opens the contents of that aphorifm, viz. the gradual increafe 
of the oppredor’s greatnefs to its acme, ver. 6. its ignomi¬ 
nious period, ver. 7. a reflection on the emptinefs and tran- 
fient duration of his felicity, ver. 8, 9. the calamities of his 
family, ver. 10. and his untimely death ver. 11. 

Ver. 5. the hypocrite] the profligate. It is a variation of 
the wicked in the former claule ; another term to exprefs the 
fame idea. See the note on chap. viii. 13. 

Ver. 7. like his own dung 0 ] This limile may perhaps be 
thought too indelicate. There cannot however be a ftronger 

image 


is a prepofition compounded of fofrom and the 
chaldee inter , infra , among , within. 

n rrn We tranflate it courage in Jofhua ii. it. but fpirit (in 
the fenie of courage) in c>ap. v. 1. of that book, Mr. Heath ree¬ 
fers us to both thofe paflages. 

® Compare I Kings xiv, 10. Zeph. i. 17. Pfal. lxKxiiuio. 
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And wond’ring throngs* who faw his envy’d 
height* 

Aik, <c whither has the meteor wing’d its flight ? 

8. He’s vanilh’d as a dream j he’s chas’d away* 
Like a night-vifion by the waking day; 

9. No eye that glanc’d him lhall the glance renew* 
His place no more its haughty mafter view. 

10, For full of manhood’s lap his bones robuft 

11. Lie in the grave, and with him rot in dull: 

Heirs 

image of the odioufnefs, contempt, and infamy of a wicked 
and mifehievous character. exa£fc refemblance is the principal 
beauty in all comparifons p . 

Ver. 9. The eye which Jaw ^ him'] The eye which hath caught 
a glance of him . Mr. Heath. 

This is a beautiful paraphrafe of the moment in vcr. 5. 
The latter claufe, neither Jhall his place any more behold himj 
is an explication of the phrafe in vcr. 7. He Jhall perijh for 
ever. 

Ver. 10. His children Jhall j'eek to pleaj'e T the poor] This is 
much ftronger than if he had faid, they foall become poor. It 
is placing them below poverty itftlf. They fhall court the 
good-will and alliftance of the moft deftitute and abject. 

his hands ] his own bands Jhall recompenfe 5 his iniquity f . He 
Jhall by his oppreflions be the caufe of ruin to him fell and 
family. 


P See Mr. Pope’s rote on II. xi. ver. 669. of his tranfiation. 

. « t\W L XX. 4^* 

** So in IlChron. x, 7. If thou be hind to this people , and 

fleafe them and conciliate their ajj'etiion) and jpeak good 

•words unto them , &C. 

0 Jhall recompenfe ; or requite , a9 in Gen. 1 . 15. Hit 

•will certainly requite us all the evil which we did to him. 

1 WK his iniquity , as in chap. xxi. 19. and Pfalm xciv. 23. He 
Jhall bring (3^*1 be Jhall requite ) upon them their own iniquity t yc. 
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Heirs of his woes, his helplefs orphans flee 
For lhelter to the huts of poverty. 

12. v Sweet was his fin, the greedy lull of wrongs 

13. A lufcious viand, roll’d beneath the tongue; 

The cud of pleafure, and tenacious chew’d. 
Spar’d in the mouth, its flavour oft renew’d: 

14. But, foon as fwallow’d, it to poifon turns ; 

And darting through his veins with fury burns : 

15. The 

Ver. 1 r. his bones , &c.] 

His bones are full cf his youth u , 

And It Jhall lie dovm w with him in the grave. 

This is faying, in the language of animated poetry, He fhall 
be cut off in his youth and the fulnefs of his flrength. 

Ver. 12—28. Though wickednefs , See.] Th c crime of this 
delinquent having not been fpecifed , and his puniflnncnt but 
lightly touched ; it was neceiTary to refumc thofe topics, and 
enlarge upon them, in order to make a deeper impreffion of 
terror. This amplification begins with the twelfth veife,' 
and ends with the twenty-eighth verfe. 

Ver. 12. Though vAckednefs , &c.] The wickednefs , in which 
he takes fo much pleafure, is a rapacious avarice ; he hath 
Iwallowed down riches ver. 15. This is the crime which they 
luppol'c Job to have lived in the practice of. The great 
force of a vicious habit is ftrongly marked in this and the 
following verfe: The pleafure which a corrupt mind feels in 
the indulgence of its criminal inclination, is compared to art 
epicure’s high enjoyment of fome delicious morfel. 

Ver. 14, his meat\ his ?neat is riches acquired by oppref- 

fion: 


u his youth , chap, xxxiii. 25. childhood; 

7JT youth , and D’3pT old age y are lingular nouns ; with a 1 
plural termination, and probably of the common gender. 

w .rptyn Its nominative muff be Th ere is no other 

nominative, Angular and feminine, to agree with this verb 1 ; 

M 
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15. The wealth his vaft avidity devour’d 

He (hall difgorge ; from out his entrails pour’d 
With tort’ring violence by the force of God*, 

The wicked plunder fhall be caft abroad, 
iC. A deadly potion he (hall drain ♦, the wine 
Of vipers gall, the cup of wrath divine, 

17. Forbid, juft Heav’n, that e’er his eye behold 
Thy cheerful bleflings round his manfion roll’d ; 

That 

fion. but his meat is poifoned. A curfe is-mixed with ini¬ 
quitous accjuifitioivs. This is tlx gall of afps untkin him, everr 
the divine vengeance. Deut. xxxii. 33, 34. ^ 

Vcr. 15. he hath fwallowcd down ] The original WQrd is- 
very forcible : it denotes vail avidity and rapacity, being ^ 
metaphor from a ravenous beaft devouring his prey, compare 
Jercm. li. 34. 

and he Jliall vomit them up again] as an epicure his poifoned 
draught, or niorfcl. The fudden lofs of his wicked wealth 
and intolerable anguifh of mind- in fuffering fuch'lofs, arc 
involved in this powerful metaphor. The curfe, or ven¬ 
geance, of God will bring this puni/hment; God Jhall cajk 
them out of his belly. 

Ver. 16. He fall fuck the poifoit , Arc.] The poifon of afpr 
and the viper's tongue are only variations of the gall of afps 
vcr. 14. all mean the curfe and vengeance of God that min¬ 
gle with his riches; and which in time will work the de- 
ltrucHon of them and of his perfon. he dwells upon the 
punijhmcnt of this criminal, and'on its caufes. 

Vcr. 17. He Jhall not fee the river r, &c. that is, he Jhall 
.iot continue to Jce the rivers , &c, ] Theft* figurative expref- 
lions undoubtedly reprefent fomc part of his punifhmcnt. 
Rivers, honev, and milk are orientai emblems of felicity * : 
And it is poflible, that the utter lofs of all his former abun¬ 
dance 


* Chap. xxix» 6. Ifaiah vii, 22.. 
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That fountains flow for him, and rivers foam 
From the fweet dairy and the fweeter comb. 

18. Yea, ev’n his guiltlefs treafures , won with toil* 
(No weeping widow’s wrong, no orphan fpoil) 
Shall fwell his forfeit: in that humbling hour. 
He fliall not boall: his opulence and pow’r : 

19. For 

dance and enjoyments may be intended. Bet I very much 
fufpedl, that a worfe punifhment is here threatened ; even 
exclufion from the feats of the blejfed. The bleflings of re¬ 
ligion and the future happinefs of good men are reprefented 
in feripture by thefe pleafant images y. Similar to thefe is 
the defeription of paradife in the Koran % 44 Therein are 
rivers of incorruptible water, and rivers of milk, the tafte 
Whereof changeth not ; and rivers of wine, pleafant unto 
thofc who drink; and rivers of clarified honey 3 .” If this 
17th verfe be underftood of happinefs in a future world, it 
is certainly out of its place; and will enter more properly 
next after ver. 25. The laft fentence of that verfe, I think, 
relates to future punijhments: ‘Terrors are upon him . The tran- 
fiation will then be* 

And terrors apprehend his flitting foul. 

For never never fliall his eyes behold 
The happy fields, where brooks of liquid gold 
Gufli from the comb, and where on milky ftreams 
The purple light expands its puriu beams. 

Ver. 18. That which he laboured for , &rc.] He foall reft ore 
the labour which b he did not jwaiow down. To fwallow down 

is 


Y Ifaiah lv. 1,2. Joel iii. 18. Revel, vii. 17. xxii. 1,2. 
z Surat, xlvii. 16. it. 

* Mr. Sale’s Tranfation . 

b kVi The ^ converts the future into a preterite ; and 

at the fame time does the ( ftice of the relative which, as in chnp. 
xv. p. what knowejt thou that (which we have not known? what 
Hr.dtrjlandejl' tkou t which is net in ui ? Vid. Noldiuin. 

M2 
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iy. For on the weak his iron hands he threw. 

By cruel wrongs his wicked rent-roll grew; 

20. Yet, 

is the phrafe in ver. 15. for poflefling by rapacity. The labour 
therefore, or fruit of induftry, muft mean that part of his 
fortunes which was not acquired by iniquitous meafures. He 
fhall, however, be plundered even of this innocent part of his 
wealth, as an aggravation of his punifhmcnt. 

according to bis fubjlance , &c. ] In the riches c of his ex¬ 
change !l he fall not rejoice c . This is a literal verfion of the 
hebrew, and makes a farcaftic meiofis. He fhall have no 
caufe to boaft of his wealth, or power; when he comes to 
exchange his profperity for that terrible reverfe, which di¬ 
vine vengeance has prepared for him. 

There is a fine pafiage in Oedipus Tyrannus , where old 
Tirefias ufeth this flinging figure of fpecch to that unhappy 
prince : “ I fay, that the very man whom thou art feeking, 
and whom thou haft threatened with public malediction for 
the murder of Laius, is here prefent. He is called indeed a 
foreigner, but he fhall be known hereafteF to be a native of 
Thebes ; neither fhall he rejoice in the difeovery.” The 
difeovery of the birth of Oedipus plunged him immediately 
in the depth of mifery. 

Ver. 19—21. Becaufc he hath opprejfed , &c.] In thefe verfes 
he fpeaks, with more particularity, both of the crime and 
the utter impovcrifhment with which it is punijhed . the cir- 
cumftances of the one are contrafted with correfponding cir- 
cumftances of the other. 


c I follow the Syriac interpreter in reading *he riches, 

or power. 

0 n"11Dn a change, or exchange, fee the note on chap. xv. 31. 
The Syriac verfion, if I miftake not, is. And by the riches of his 
change he fall not be profited . 

e The copulative *) is here either redundant as in 

chap. xxi. 6. 1 am afraid ; or it is tranfpofed, and 

ought to have begun the fentence ; and in the riches of bis exchange 
he fall not rejoice . There is a like tranfpofition in chap. iv. b. 
Thy hepe and the upright nefs of thy ways, for And thy hope the upright- 
nefs of thy ways. 
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20. Yet, reftlefs, greedy, flill he crav’d for more: 

See now the balance of his boundlefs /lore, 

21. A cypher! Not a prey unfeiz’d remains; 

Therefore no heir fhall feek his blafted gains: 

27. His 

Ver. 19. he hath opprejfcd and hath forfahen ] He hath op- 
prcjfed , he hath gricvoufiy ajfllfted f , See. This is an epitome 
of tyrannical government. Compare I Sam. xii. 3. Zech. 
xi. 17. 

the poor] Tloe weak. They are not abfolutely poor ; for 
they are fuppofed to poflefs houfes , which the oppreflor taketh 
violently away. 

Ver. 20. He Jhall not feel quietnefs In his belly] Neither is his 
belly fatisfiedy as the Vulgar Latin turns it his vice is de- 
/bribed : ’Tis an infatiablc appetite of rapine. 

He Jhall not fave , &c.] By his covctoufnefs h he Jhall bring 
forth nothing '. This exprcflbth the pun foment of his rapa¬ 
cious avarice. All the wealth which he fo greedily amafled, 
by every method of violence, fhall come to nothing. 

Ver. 21. 'There fall none of his meat he left] The hebrew 
is, There is none left for his prey k . Mr. Heath’s freer verfion 
exprcfl'eth the fenfe, Nothing could cfcapc his rapacity. His 
vice is here marked, in lan^ua^e more forcible than in the 

7 00 

foregoing verfe« 

therefore 


f Dty In Arabic any. which anfwers to flgnifies to tor¬ 
ment. This idea riles above the foregoing he hath opprejjid : 
whereas he hath forfaken is flat, and finks below ihe other. 
g A T ec Jatiatus eji ‘venter ejus . 

h vnann his tovetoufnejs , “|£n flgnifies, in Hebrew and 
Chaldee, to covet. Thus the Targum of Onkelos, in Exod. xx. 17, 
thou Jhalt not covet twJ to y neighbour's bouje . 

, 1 tbs* ab. he Jhall bring forth a nothing. *6 nothing, as in 
chap. vi. 21. fignifies to bring forth, iiaiah xxxiv. There 

Jhall the great ovjT make her nejl, and lay (* 3 * 7 an d hatch. 

* V 73 N «7 his frey. Chap. ix. 26. as tht eagle hajietls te the 
prey. 
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• 

27.* His crime is witnefs’d by the ftormy Ikies, 

The hoftile earth againft his crime will rife; 

28. And his whole fortunes, that avenging day, 

Like torrents rattling down the rocks fhall rufli 
away. 

% 2. In the fqll feafon of exulting pride, 

Diftrefs fhall ftraiten him on every fide : 

% • 

23. Ev’n while he gluts his avarice, when its feaft 

Is to the height of luxury increas’d j 

‘ ‘ AU 

therefore Jhall no man look for his goods] His punifhmejit fhall 
tally with his crime : Fie plundered every one, and left no¬ 
thing to any ; therefore nothing fhall be left to him, no eflate, 
or effects, for any heir to expect. 

Ver. 22—25. In the fuhiefs , &c.] Here the defeription 
marks th o. feafon> in which this dreadful ruin of all his for¬ 
tunes will come upon him ; namely in the very height of his 
profperity. to this is added the deftrudlion of his perfon by 
fome fearful judgement of God. 

Ver. 22. In the fulnefs of his fujficiency ] In the fulnefs of his 
exultation l , 

every hand of the wicked , &c.j every hand of the in ferable m 
Jhall come upon him ; That is, all whom his oppre/fions have 
made miferablc, fhall fuddenly combine to ftnp him of his 
plunder. 

Vcr. 23. When he is about to fill his belly ] He Jhall be filling 

his 

* See the note on thefe verfes, 27, 28. 


1 IpDD exultation . Its root fignifies to clap the hands, which 
is ar» . ct of applaufe and triumph : Chap, xxxiv. 37. Heclappeth 
his hands amongjl us» 

81 bCV the miferable. Chap. iii. 20. to him that is in mijiry . 
The Septuagint however render it by ar^ynv every kind of dijlrefs 
maaa. avayyn • They read b/tSV mifery, Jorrovu, trouble * Chap. v. 6, 

T T 

neither doth trouble fpring out of the ground . 
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All ills fhall burlt upon him, like the fhow’rs 
Of flaming fulphur on Gomorrah’s tow’rs: 

24. Flight unavails, immortal arms purfue. 

The brazen bowlhall ftrike his vitals through : 

25. The 

his belly n 4 that is, fwallowing down riches ; committing new 
depredations; when the divine vengeance fhall furprife him, 
2 vengeance terrible and exterminating like that on Sodom 
and Gomorrah. God Jball caft the fury of his wrath upon 
hijn y and Jha ! l rain it upon &c. compare Pfaim xi. 6. 
upon the wicked he Jhall rain . . . fire and brimjione , and an 
horrible tempejl. 

while he is eating'] glutting his rapacious avarice, and en¬ 
joying new plunder. 

Ver. 24. He Jhall flee , &c ] He would flee 0 from the ivea - 
pons p, but the brazen q bow Jhall Jlrike him through . God is 
at war with him. The fcripture arms the divine being with 
a fvvord, a bow, and arrows, to rcprefent his vengeance. 
Pfaim vii. 12, 13. (compare* chap vi. 4. xv. 24. fee alfo the 
note on chap, xviii. 14.) all his efforts to ward off the cala¬ 
mities which fall upon him will he ineffectual. The Ara¬ 
bian writers are very fond of the idea of a bow , and fre¬ 
quently ufe it to image extraordinary, inevitable, and deftruc- 
tive calamities from the hand of God. The learned Schul- 
tens hath favoured us with fevcral examples from their poets, 
in his note on this verlc. 


" 1:03 ’IT It is a periphrafis of the future tenfe 

K/ 0 ? he Jhall fid. Thus If Sam. xviii. 3. Thou Jbalt fuccour us . 

IjV rrnn. This criticifm belongs to Cocccius. 

c rnU* he •would Jiec t as in chap, xxvii. 22, he would fain fee 
out of his hands . 

p It fignifies arms , or weapons of every fort, as the bow, 

Ihield, arrows, fpears, &c. (Ezek. xxxix. g ) and is here put for 
the armed hoft, viz. of evils. 

s nfcnm brafs, Gen. iv. 22. 11 Kings xxv. 13, 14. Anciently 
all armour wa3 made of brafs. The Pfalmift mentions a bow of 
brajs^ Pfal, xviii. 35. /utnro ntyp 

M 4 
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25. The fliaft of Gcxi from out his body gleams. 

And glowing with his boiling liver fleams ; 

In fhades of night his dying eye-balls roll. 

And Terrors apprehend his flitting foul. 

26. Woes, horriu woes, as yet of unknown name. 

For him are treafur’d * a devouring flame. 

Prepar’d 

Ver. 25. It is drawn , &c.] This lively piece of poetical 
painting is an extenfion of the laft claufe of the foregoing 
Verfe, the braxen bow Jhall Jlrike him through. The ftroke is 
mortal, and brings on a terrible death. 

It is drawn ] He draweth r , and it cometh out of his body ; 
even the glittering arrow * out of his gall, he goeth c , that is, 
pxpireth. 

''Terrors are upon him] A Greek or Roman poet would have 
faith, The Furies feize him. But v/hat can thefe Terrors be, 
which are upon him the moment his breath is out of his 
body? Surely the punifhmcnts of a future world Imme¬ 
diately after thefe words, and before the following verfe, we 
may introduce ver. 17. He Jhall net fee the rivers , &c. pro¬ 
vided that verfe is to be underftood of his exclufion from the 
manfions of the blefTed. 

Ver. 26. This verfe is an amplification of the terrors , 
yer. 25. 

all darknefsy &c.] every kind of mifery. 

is 


r he draweth, the arrow fiiot into him by the brazen bow. 

• the lightning, the arrow which glitters like lightning. 

* he goeth, that is, dieth. Chap. xiv. 20. Thou prevailejl 
for ever agairjl him, and he goeth, &C. 

u The Greeks afligned to the the Furiei the office of 

driving wicked fouls down to Erebus the place of pnniflmient. 
See Winder de vita funQorum ftatu. p. j 1 3. mnta feems to 
mean future pnnifhments in Pfal. lxxiii. 19. Vid. Targum 04 
yer. 20. of that PfaLm. 
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Prepar'd of old in fecret cells beneath, 

A flame not kindled by a mortal breath. 

Shall feed upon him and a curfe be fent 
To the poor lone furvivor in his tent. 

29. Such 

is bidden ] The nature and circumftances of future punifh- 
ments are concealed w from us in this world. 

in bis fecret places) for his treafures * ; fo our tranflators turn 
the fame word in Pfalm xvii. 14. where the facred poet is 
fpeaking of the punifhment which God referves for the 
wicked ; wbofe belly thou fillejl with thy hid treafure . The 
apoftle alfo adopts this metaphor Rom. ii. 5. But . . . trea - 
furcjl up unto thyfelf wrath againft the day of wrath , Sec. 

A fire ] This is one of thofe terrible images, by which the 
feripture reprefents the future punifhments of the wicked. 

not blown y ] it is unquenchable fire : for it is not kindled 
by the breath of man, but of God. 

it jhall go ill with him that is left , &c.] While he himfclf 
is fuffering the wrath of God in another world, vengeance 
purfucs the family he left in this world, to utter exter¬ 
mination. 

Vcr. 27, 28. The heaven , &c.] The defeription of his 
punijhmcnt was compleated in the foregoing verfe, with fo- 
Jemnity and terror. But thefe two verfes, in their prefent 
iituation, are an inelegant, diforderly, and frivolous return 
to the lofs of his temporal pofleflions. I think they will 
come in next after ver. 21. with propriety, as explanatory of 
the means by which the diflipation of his fortunes {hall be 
accomplifhed : The means are the operations both of the 
heavens and the earth. 

Ver. 27. The heaven fioall reveal , &c.] The heavens fhall 

publifh 


w See the note on chap. xi. 6. 

x l ts root fgnifies to lay up in fiore . Chap. xxi. 19. 

Coi layeth up his iniquity for his children . See alfo Cant. vii. 14, 
y najN 1 ?. uoZirv) unquenchable , as the Alexandrian Septuagint 
turns it. Symmachus renders it pn (pvu-Stv ; Theodotion avtv 
tpiWfjLa to ?, not kindled by the breathy or wind. 
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29. Such heritage, by juft decree, muft fall 
To fuch delinquents, from the judge of all. 

Chap. 

XXI. 

1,2. Then Job : Give audience, audience I implore. 
Be that your charity; I a£k no more : 

3. Indulge 

puhlifh his guilt, by lightning, for inftance ; fuch as de¬ 
frayed Job’s fheep : and byftorms of wind, fuch asdeftroyed 
his children. 

And the earth , &c.] The earth will rife up againft him, 
when thofe whom he hath plundered fhall in their turn plun¬ 
der him : or when, as in the cafe of Job, the thieves of the 
defert fhall make incurfions and carry off his cattle. 

Ver. 28. The tnereafe^ &c.] The effedl of the combined 
operations of the heavens and the earth againft him, ra the 
fwift and violent diflipation of his whole eftate. 

The increafe cf his koufe Jhall roll away 7 , 
like torrents a , in the day of his Wrath . 

CHAP. XXL 

Th is chapter is argumentative. The three antagonifts ftiJI 
infifted, that, by a conftant rule of providence, great and 
deftru£tive calamities are the portion of wicked men ; and of 
them only. He overthrows that pofition, by adducing many 
, inftances 


z ^ If we read jagel inftead of Jigel 9 the root will be 
de'volnjit. Accordingly Mr. Heath turns it, Jfrall roll away. Thus 
we gain a powerful metaphor, which fuggefted the iiill more 
powerful idea of torrents . 

a nnjj ut aqua fiuentet, as Grotius renders it j or according 
to Mr. Heath, like the torrents \ the particle of comparifon 3 
(like, as) is underilood: fo chap. xi. 12. like a wild ajjes colt. 
xxiv. 5. as wild ajfes in the defart . If we read nigrotb , it is a fub- 
Hantive, the plural of nigrah ; which in the Chaldee, as Mr. Heath 

o bier vet. 
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3. Indulge me utterance-then infulc again. 

4. Shall I of man, cenforious man, cornplain ? 

The cruel (landers which my fame defile. 

Would jpftify refentment’s ftiarpeft ftyle, 

5. Obfervc 

inftances of atheiftical men, who pafs their lives in affluence 
and eafe, are favoured with a gentle death, and have all the 
honours of fepulture paid to their remains. This is a folid 
confutation of their falfc idea of the divine government, and, 
at the fame time, of their unjuft cenfures of him founded 
pn that miftaken notion. 

We are not to imagine, however, that his reafoning is 
calm and cool. It is the reafoning of a man in great emo¬ 
tions of mind. It is mixed with a fort of indignation at his 
own miferable lot. Thus the great defign of the poem is 
going forward ; His difeontent with the ways of providence is 
inflamed, by the very arguments which prove the ufual and 
eftablifhed order of its difpenfations. 

Ver. 4. is my complaint to b man] is my complaint of man? 
This is an intimation, that the difeourfe he was entring upon 
was a complaint againft God. It is indeed partly an expof- 
tulation with God for treating fo many wicked men with, 
fuch favour, and him with fo much rigour. 

why 


obferves, fignifies a torrent . Vid. Buxtorf. Lex. Talmud . 

By this reading alfo the latter fentence of the period will confifl 
exattly of fix fyllables, and will tally with the former; according 
to the manner of the hebrew poetry. 

f igel | jebul | Bet-o | 

Nigroth | be jom \ app-o \ 

But our Tranflators have followed the Maforetic pointing niggaroth\ 
which is the feminine plural of the participle in mphal . They 
turn it, Jhallflow away . The conflruftion however is imperfeft, 
and they are forced to infert the fupplemental words and his goods , 
to compleat the fenfe. The root is (as it alfo is of nigrah) 
which is ufed of water rufhing down a precipice; Micah i. 4. as 
the waters that are poured down ( ) a fteep place . 

b The prepofition ^ fignifies of or concerning in Gen. 

XX, 13, Say of me (^ ) he is my brother . Vid. Noldium. 
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5. Obferve me, wonder, and in filent fear 
The myftic ways of Providence revere. 

6. Aftonilh’d, trembling, I the lcene review; 
Which truth difplays and mem’ry wakes anew. 

7. Why live the wicked, and wax old in pow’r. 
Their wealth augmenting to the mortal hour; 

8. Live, while the children of their children rife. 
And the ftrong nurflings fhoot before their eyes ? 

9. They 

why Jhould not my fpirity &c. j why jhouhl I net be angry c ? 
If his fubjecl were the ufage he met with from man, he 
fhould be j unified, he fays, in exprefling the ftrongeft re- 
fcntinent, 

Ver. 5. be aftonijbed, &c.] Silent aftonifhment, he tells 
them, inflead of ccnfure, fhould be the effeft of their re¬ 
flections on his calc ; a man of piety and virtue made mife- 
rablc, while fo many profligate wretches are made happy. 
Thcfe ineafures of providence, he adds in the next verfc, 
filled his own mind with the utmofl con ftcr nation. 

Ver. 7—13. IVJjsrefore , See.] We have here a lively de- 
feription of worldly felicity, drawn from the manners of 
Arabia ; and adapted to the mode of wealth and fcnfual gra¬ 
tification in ancient times, 

Ver. 7. IVherefore do the wicked live , Sec .] Schultcns has 
remarked the climax of fentiments in this verfe : The wicked 
^re happy d , they grow old in happinefs, their happinefs 
is continually advancing. 

Ver. 8. Their feed is ejlablifiedy &c.J This ingredient in 

their 


c ^rrn *lVpn Jhould I not be angry ? This is Mr. Heath'i 

verfion. He follows the LXX. i.x n « Ciy^wOjjrow.ai; it is jullified 
bv Prov. xiv, 29. He that is bafy of fpirit ( nyi Tip) exaltcth 
folly. 1 

d VTV 'wfy do the wicked hve t grow old , yea increafe in wealth ? 
they increafe . This verb denotes continual augmentation, 
G?n. vii. 19, 20. where wc cnglilh it to prevail • 
power, or wealth K 
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9. They dwell fecurely, all is peace fincere. 

The rod of heav’n knows no commiflion there : 

10. Whofe trufty bull ne’er butts his amorous fpoufe. 
But, full of genial fire, abfolves his vows : 

Whofe heifer calves, with no untimely throe. 
And lively births in all their paftures low : 

11. Fruitful 

their felicity, fo fweet to every tender parent, {lands oppofed 
to Bildad’s afTertion chap, xviii. 19. and to Zophar’s chap, 
xx. 10. Eliphaz had reprefented this as the peculiar blefling 
of good men, chap. v. 25. 

Ver. 9. 71 .heir houfes , &c.] They and their families live in 
perfedi: peace and fecurity, and enjoy firm and permanent 
health. By fear , I apprehend, is meant, alarms from the 
incurfions of the Arabs of the defert and from the ravages 
of wild beads. By the rod of God is principally intended dif- 
eafes : For Job exprefleth his own grievous didemper by this 
fignificant phrafe c . Other calamities however, which come 
immediately from heaven, are not excluded ; the mifehiefs, 
for indance, done by lightning, by dorms of wind, and by 
inundations. Eliphaz had reprefented this protection to be 
the peculiar privilege of good men f . 

Ver. 10. Their hull ? gender cth h and faihth not] This verfe 
tlefcribes the profperous incrcafe of their wealth, which in 
thofe countries confided chiefiy of cattle. 


e Chap. ix. 34. f Chap. v. 19 —74. 

E nip T his word fignifies a leerje> whether male or femal r ; 
but when it is put along with the female, as here, it conltuiuly, 
if ! midake not, means the bull, 

h tranfuit. This mod naturally exprefleth the aft of 

the mate in propagation. The next term (juihth not) fajli- 

diz.it> may be well underftood de ianguore quad rupee! uni venerem 
avLTfantii:m, as Codurcus explains it. The Chaldee paraphrafj 
is fomewhat obfeure, ?cs ejus gra- 

‘vidat (concipere fecit) nec eriput (nee :» irnturn jtuil as the 

lutin vcrlion in the i'Jjglot turns it). 
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11. Fruitful their fold; alike in fruitful pains. 

Their wives with young lucceffion fill their plains; 
A fry undil'ciplin’d, that flcip around. 

Like wanton kids, upon the houftiold ground: 

12. Mean while the fires, with mufic’s lighteft airs. 
Flute, harp, and timbrel, laugh at human cares; 

13. A 

Ver. ir. They fend forth ] The word which oar author 
ufes is a metaphor, I think, from thriving trees, which throw 
out plentiful {hoots *. But this idea being not fufficient to 
exprefs the increafe of their families, he fuddenly changes the 
image ; and compares their multiplication to that of fheep, 
like a flock. By this management we alfo gain another cir- 
cumftmce of their profperity, the fruitfulnefs of their £heep 
and goats ; They fend forth their little onei y as their flock. 

Their children dance'} their children fhip k , like lambs. This 
is a very natural and pleaiing domeftic picture. 

Ver. 12. They take the timbrel , &c.] This rauft, I imagine, 
be underftood of the gay feftival life led by the Parents: for 
they are the principal fubje&s of the difeourfe. The tim¬ 
brel, tabret, or tabour was an inftrument of muiic as old as 
the days of Jacob and Laban 4 . It was portable, and of a 
foft tone : for it was carried and uled by women of qua¬ 
lity It was played upon with the hand and feems to 
have been a kind of fmall drum. They uled it both in their 
religious and civil feftivals. Exod. xv. 20. Pf. cl. 4. If. 
xxiv. 8, 9. 

rejoice 


5 See Pfal. Ixxx. if. (Heb. ver. 12.) Jerem. xvii. 8. 

In Prov. xxix. 15. 15 rendered left to himfelf, i. e. not 

correfted. 

k The word is fo tranflated in Pfal. cxiv. 4. 

1 Gen. xxxi. 17. m Exod. xv. 20* 

D 1 he prophet deferibing the women in their pnblic lamenta¬ 
tions fmiting on their breads, and keeping time perhaps in that 
a&ion, calls it tabering upon their brtafts. Nail am ii. 7. (Het* 
ver. 8.} 
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13. A long, long life in fenfual blifs confume. 

Then inftant drop, full mellow’d for the tomb. 

14. Bold therefore to blafpheme, “ Away (they cry) 

15. “ Thou phantom of weak fear, call’d Deity ; 

“ Our necks the burden of thy yoke difdain, 

« Vain is our incenfe, and our vows are vain.’* 

16. Nos 


rejoice] The character of the perfons obliges us to under- 
fland this to mean riotous and dilTolute mirth. Compare 
Ifaiah v. ii, 12. xxiv. 8. 

the organ °J the pipe . The organ is a compound of pipes, 
ajid of later invention, as Mr, Heath remarks. 

Ver. 13. in wealth] in goodly that is, worldly felicity. 

rn a moment , &c.] This affection is oppofed to Zophar 1 ? 
reprefentation of the terrible death of fuch. men chap. xx. 
24, 25. See alfo chap, xviii. 12, 13. This is that fuddenr 
and eafy death, in a green old age, without pain, without lin¬ 
gering ficknefs, and while their families are flourifhing around 
them, which Tirefias predicts to Ulyfles in the Ihades: 
“ Death fliall come to thee from the fea : It fhall be a gentle 
death. It fhail come, when thou art fubdued by a happy 
old a^e, and thy people about thee are happy s.” 

Ver. 14, 15. Therefore , &c.] It was to the advantage of 
his argument, and agreeable to the difcontented temper he 
was in, to fpecify more circumflantially the char after of thefe 
profpcrous men. 


0 3 Jny The Chaldee interpreter renders it abuha y a pipe* or flute * 
whence, as Buxtorf obferves, the Romans by inferting m formed 
their ambubaia , The am bub at a in Horace were Syrian courte¬ 
zans, who played on liutes. Buxtorf. Lex* Talmud. Dacier’s 
ftorace , fat. ii. lib. I. 

p DUD g 3 C d, as in chap. ix. 25, My day: 

they jtc no good. 


• • • ♦ 


they flee away. 
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16. Not their own hand their bleflings could beftow* 

Their blefllngs from a higher fount muft flow ; 

But, O my foul, from their aflembly flee, 

Far be their counfels and their lot from me. 

17. Oft mourn thefe miicreants their high-fparkling 

light 

Extinguifli’d ? Often in tempeftuous night 

Are 

Ver. 16. Lo , their good, &c.] They could not be the au¬ 
thors of their own felicity : It is intirely the work of pro¬ 
vidence. The fentiment appears to me the fame as in chap, 
xii. g. Who knoweth not in all thefe, that the hand of the Lord 
hath wrought this ? This interpretation is confirmed by chap, 
xxii. 18. where Eliphaz fneeringly retorts thefe words; Yet 
he filled their houfes with good things: but the counfel of the 
wicked is far from me. 

the counfel , &c.] He declares his abhorrence of their prin¬ 
ciples and pra£lices. This fentiment is thrown in, to pre¬ 
vent an ill conftru&ion of his difeourfe; as though he was 
arguing againft a providence, by giving a true account of its 
adminiftrations. 

Ver. 17—21. How oft is the candle of the wicked , &c,] 
He feems, in this branch of his difeourfe, to contraft with 
the great majority of wicked men who are happy in the 
world, the few examples of other wicked men who arc cala¬ 
mitous. 

Ver. 17. How oft r ] The fenfe of this verfe and the next 
depends much on the right explication of this particle how 
oft ; which muft be underftood to be repeated at the begin¬ 
ning of every fentence, How oft cometh , &c. how oft doth 
God dijlribute, &c. how oft are they as Jlubbie , &c. 

If 


r The hebrew particle is pfjD* which admits of the fame varia¬ 
tion of the accent and the fenfe as the englifli bow oft ; cammaP 
how oft, cummiih how oft. 
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Are they involv’d ? For them hath vengeance ftor’d, 
Of plagues enormous a peculiar hoard ? 

18. Are they like ftubble, when the tempeft roars ? 
Like chaff, when fweepy whirlwinds cleanle the 
floors ? 

19, You’ll 

If we take it for a particle of exaggeration , and lay the 
flrefs of the pronunciation upon oft , bow 6ft is the candle of 
the wicked put out 7 The meaning will be, it is put out very 
often ; In fiances of the lad cataftrophes of fuch men are 
very frequent and common. But this explication cannot be 
right: becaufe it puts into the mouth of Job an ailertion, 
which flatly contradi&s what he had been juft faying in the 
former part of the fpeech. It is the very doctrine of his an- 
tagonifts, and the ground of their condemnation of him. 

Whereas if we underftand this to be a particle of interro¬ 
gation , and lay the accent upon bow, how oft , or how many 
times , the anfwer will be not often , feldom. as in chap. xiii. 
23. when Job afks, bow many are my fins? he means, they 
were not many. Mr. Heath therefore did well in tranHating 
how oft, how feldom . This interpretation agrees with faft, 
and with Job’s fentiments, overthrows the pofttion of his 
adverfaries, and fubverts the foundation of their cenfures. 

The firft lenience, how oft is the candle of the wicked put 
out ? is a reply in particular to Bildad’s aflertion chap, xviii. 
5, 6. fee the note. The next fentence, how oft cometh their 
dejlruciion , See. points to another proportion in that foeech 
of Bildad, ver. 1 2. dejlrutlion ftiall be ready at his fide. 

God diflributeth , Sec.] H 6w oft doth he dijlribute forrows , 
&c. The original word for forrows fignifies fnarcs , that is, 
mifehief;, calamities. This metaphor had been ufed by Bildad 
chap, xviii. 8, Sec. 

Ver. 18. They arc , 5 tc.J How oft are they as Jlubble before 
the wind, and as chaff that the form carrieth away ? Or, are 
they as Jlubble , See. We cannot enter into the propriety and 
beauty ot thele images, unlcfs we recollect the practice in 

N the 
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19, You’ll urge " God treafures vengeance for 

their feed.” 

20. But he, the criminal, himfelf, fhould bleed : 
Living, himfelf (liould his own treafon rue. 

And his own eyes his tragedy fhould view j 
While at his lips the wrathful cup he fees, 
Compeird to drain it with its bitter lees. 

21. For 


the call of threfhing their corn rn the open field ; fo that if 
the wind happen to rife, the fhattered ftraw and chaff are 
cafily carried away \ 

Vcr. 19—21. God laycth up , &c.] Thefe verfes are not 
without their difficulty. But the difficulty, I think, will 
vanifh, if we allow the ingenious conjecture of Cocceius ; 
that the firft fcntcnce is the evafion of his antagonifls. They 
are fuppofed to alledgc, that when God doth not punifh the 
perfons of the wicked, he punifheth them in their pojierity. 

4C God laycth up his iniquity (Ids punijhment) for his children” 

The anfwer of Job is, The tranfgreffor himfelf ought to be 
the fufferer, according to your own principles. What punifh- 
ment is it to him, that his children fuffer ? He has no con¬ 
cern about them, when he himfelf is gone into another 
world. 

Vcf. 19. 44 God laycth up Us punijhment for his children 
He (God) ffmld recompenfe him (the criminal 
himfelf) 

And he (the criminal) Jbould know it (fhould 
feel punifhment). 

20. His eyes Jhould fee his oivn dejiruflion , 

And he (himfelf) JJjould drink of the wrath of 
the Almighty . 


• Shaw’s Travels t p. Ij8, &c. 410. 
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2r. For when his number’d months their tale have Jpent, 
Wheri to oblivion’s land himfelf is fent * 

Are then the fortunes of his houfe his care ? 

Feels he its triumph or its forrow there ? 

22. Shall man inftrifft, in his prefuming fchool. 

The Lord of heav’n this petty orb to rule ? 

23. Here 

21 . For what careth he for his family , when the 
number of his months is fulfilled * ? 

JVJoat careth he for his family ] This is Mr. Heath’s verfion. 

is fulfilled u ] Our tranflators turn it, is cut off' in the midff 
But the original fignihes, is reckoned in full tale. The whole 
expreffion denotes the living out the full term of human life : 
JVhen the number of his months is reckoned out. 

Ver. 22—26. Shall any teach God , &c.] In thefc verfes he 
takes notice of the {fringe inequality in thefe meafures of 
God towards perfons of the fame demerit; in profpering fo 
many of them, and making examples of fo few. It con¬ 
founds all our notions of juftice. Yet it muft needs be 
right. 

Ver. 22. Shall any teach God ] Who will prefume to amend 
his difpenfations ? Or as Mr. Pope ftrongly exprefles it. 

Snatch from his hand the balance and the rod, 
Rejudge his juftice, be the judge of God. 

Effay on Mart . 

Seeing he judgeth , &c.] To judge often fignifies in fcripture 
to govern . It comprehends the whole office of a fupreme 
magiftratfe w . The argument here is from the greater to the 

lefs: 


1 See the Commentary of Schultens, and Mr. Heath’s tranflation 
of thefe verfes. 

u 1 *Vn R is an allufion (fays Cocceius) to the ancient way 
of computing, by pebbles () or by arrows ( ) , . . In the 

Arabic P.alter, Pfal. cxlvi: 4. syp in the fourth conjugation, 
fignifics to number ; Alfo, Pfal. ciii. 26. 

* I Sam, viii. 5, 6. I Kings iii. 9. 

N % 
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23. Here one prolongs voluptuous life in eafe, 
Deflow’r'd by no misfortune or difeafe : 

24. Sweet in his veins his fatt’ning dairy flows, 

And death’s foft dews his flumb’ring eyelids clofe. 

25. Another, 

lefs : He that ruleth the higher world of intellectual beings, 
knows furcly how to manage the little affairs of human kind. 
Th is is a noble fentiment, and ought to have filenced his 
own murmurings. But his mind was too much difeompofed 
by his paflions, to be conflantly influenced by his better 
principles. 

Vcr. 23, 24. One diethy &c.] He here fummeth up in few 
words, the happy circumftanccs of the major part of wicked 
men j which he had deferibed at large vcr. 7—13. 

In bis full Jlrength^ &c.] In bis very perfection* j that is, 
in full pofilflion of all woildly felicity. 

his breafls , &c.] There is no authority for this trail flat ion, 
and the fenle it yields is abfurd. It ought to be turned, His 
fa flares y are full of milk * that is, of flocks and herds. He 
dies in opulence. 

his bones , &c.] This claufe reprefents the hale and vigorous 
flatc of his body to the laft moment of his life. 


* anfwers to thecnglifti cmphaticaj par¬ 
ticle very Gen. vn. 13. in the ftlf-famt day (in that •very day) en¬ 
tered Noah, 8 cc. 

an denotes the intirenefa of fome whole, integrity of parts, 
the complcat condition of a perfon or thing : Thus in the title Of 
the Arabic vcrfion of the Table of Cekcs t Agnifies cotn- 

pleat: That title is, “ What a wife man is to do that he may be 
happy with a complcat (or pcrfedl) happinefs." 

* This WOr d is rjo where clfc found in the hebrew 
bible. It is however preferved in the Aiabic language : in which 
it bonifies, as the learned Schultcns has proved, the places about 
ponds where camels and foeep go to drink : thence it came to be 
tifed lor a large abundance of thofc things which arc accounted 
riches in'Arabia, fuch as extcnfnjc pt fares well focked with cattle . 
Mr. Heath therefore was not out oi die way in tranflating it bis 
g> af/ics, that ij, his farms.. 


6 
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25. Another, comfortlefs, and hard betted. 

With forrow worn, with fighing eats his bread; 
Long while in pain and pining ficknefs lies, 

Then with deep groans and violent ftruggle dies: 

26. Both equal in the grave •, on both is fpread 
The worm for covering, and the clay their bed, 

27. 1 penetrate yonr thoughts; refolv’d in wrong, 
Harfli anfwer ftill fprings forward on your tongue*, 

,28. His 

Ver. 25. another dietb> &c.] that is another wicked man. 
For he fpeaks of fuch throughout the whole difcourfe, and 
plainly, I think, points in this vcrfe to fame few examples 
of wicked men made miferable. This was fufficient to fhew 
the perplexing inequality of the ways of God to men. 

Ver. 26. They fnall lie down alike , oi c.] Our obfervation 
can reach no further than to the grave. But there we behold 
him who had lived happily and him who had lived in mifery 
(though both alike wicked) in the fame deplorable ttate of 
corruption. So that this Teeming diforder in the adminiilra- 
tions of providence is not rectified in the compafs of our 
view. 

Ver. 27, 28. Behold , Src.j It feems to me, that he intended 
to have ended his difcourfe, of the profperi ty of the wicked, 
With the foregoing verfe. But, I imagine, he perceived, by 
their looks and ^ettures, that thev r r ave no credit to what 

o * m 

he had been faying ; and that they ttill infilled on his over¬ 
throw as an evidence of his guilt. Whereupon he turns 
Ihort upon them with indignation, and refers them to the 
teftimony of fenfible travellers ; which confirmed his afl'er- 
tions by what happened in other countries. 

Ver. 27. 1 know your thoughts , &c.] your reafordngs , and the 
harjh fentiments z which you unjufily conceive againjl me. 


, 2 mara the harfh fentiments, cruda , as Schuitens turns it. 
He obferves that it is a metaphor frem unripe fruit. Symmachus 

N 3 eranflutes 
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28. 44 His own fad ftory will his caufe difgrace, 

44 Why mourns our Emir his extinguifh’d race ? 

44 Where is th* encampment of the wicked Great, 

4c The circling clan, and roomy tent of ftate ?*■ 

29. Hath traveling wifdom never won your ear, 

30. With foreign hiftories imported here ? 

Scorn 

Ver. 28. For ye fay , where is , &c.] Although thefe quef- 
tions relate to tyrannical princes in genual, and to other 
wicked men in high ftations ; they ajc intended to be applied 
to Job’s overthrow in particular. His adverfaries (Till in- 
lifted, that deftru&ive calamities are the ufual portion of 
the wicked ; and that fuch calamities being hi* portion, there 
wanted no other evidence of his guilt. But the teftimony 
of travellers, he tells them, fhews the fallity of their pre¬ 
mises, and, therefore, of the conclufton drawn from them. 

where are the dwelling places , &c.] The Hebrew is, where, 
is the tent of the tabernacles of wicked men . The mode of ex- 
preflion alludes to an Arabian encampment, in which the 
pavilion of the Emir , or chief, was furrounded by the tents of 
his clan. Job did not live in tents. But his fituation an- 
fwered literally to thefe expreffions, when he went upon any 
inilitary expedition. 

Ver. 29. Their tokens] their arguments % or allegations. By 
the phrafe them that go by the way is meant travellers, Prov. vii. 
19. he is gone a journey ; in the original, he is gone by the way. 
The travellers to whom Job appeals, were probably the 
caravans of Tema and Sheba trafficking to Egypt. See chap, 
vi. 19. and the note. 


tranflates the whole verfe, g»* 3 rot? vftuv, ttai ra<; mota? vpu? 

to* xaT tfuj, I knovo your reafonings , and your urtjt/Ji thoughts 

againjt me, 

a jlDK This word is generally tranflated Tr.fuior by the LXX. 
under uliibh term Ariftotle (in his Rhetoric, lib. i. cap. 2.) com¬ 
prehends all kinds of evidence. Sophocles alfo (in Oedipus Ty- 
rannus ver, 729.) ufes for convincing proofs. The Pfalmitf 

xneans by Hitt evidence in general, Pfal. lxxxvi. 17, 

2 
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Scorn you their allegations ? “ That the day 
« Whofe vengeance fweeps the fick’ning tribes 

“ away, 

“ Spares the lewd tyrant ? with caroufal high, 

“ His riots the deftroying fcourge defy. 

31. “ Who 

A 

Ver. 30. the wicked is reserved to the day y &c.] The original 
will admit, and his argument requires the tranHation to be, 

The wicked is preferved b in c the day of dejlruftion, 

They flail he brought forth , &c.] They are feajled y or they 
fcaf in the day of ivratb. The hebrew will, I think, bear this 
feni'c, perfectly agreeing with the tenor of the whole dif- 
courfe; which is intended to fhew, that multitudes of wicked 
men live in fplendor and feftivity even in the moft cala¬ 
mitous times. 


b is preferred, is /pared, is withdrawn, It is ufed in 

the fenl’e of /paring, or preferring, in chap, xxxiii. 18, where it is 
englifhed to keep back , Fie keepeth hack (fpareth) his f ul from the 
pit. So in Pfal lxxviii. $0. he jpeved not their foul/rom death . In 
the Syriac Tellament p^nHtt fignifies t0 e/cape, to be preferred\ 
A< 5 ts xxvii. 21. we Jhould have been preferred/rorn this lofs and this 
diferefs, Symm2clius turns it in this verfe of Job Twr-furat, is 
kept; Aquila, flail be withdrawn, drawn out of the 

way of danger. 

c DVV Pfal. lxxxi. 4. in, or on the day, Prov. vii. 20. he wi/l 
come home at the day (or on the day) appointed. Exod. xxiii. ij. 
in the time appointed of the month dbib. See alfo II Chron. viii. 15. 
and Plal. lix. rj, 17. in the evening, in the mcrn» 

ing. Alfo Plal. lxxi. 0. J"}y^ * n f he time ; and in the Chaldee, 
in the time, fc. of old age. The Chaldee again in Pf. xeix. 
5. 9 - jvi? in the hou/e, nob in the mountain. The learned 
Schultens therefore is juitified in turning this claufc Prefect, in die 
cxitii fubducitur malus , reri/y the wicked is withdrawn in the day 
of deferuftion . See alfo Ifaiah x. 3. in the day 0/rfetation, and 
Habak. iii. 16. in the day of trouble . 

they are feafeed\ *)*73V If we read juballu the root will be ^ 
to anoint, Pfal. xcii. 10. / flail be anointed withfrefl oil; And as 

N 4 perfumes 
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31. ** Who dares reprove his crimes? what hand 

prefume 

“To fign the mighty malefactor’s doom ? 

32. With pomp he’s carry’d to the grave ; his name 
“ There lives afrefh, in monumental fame: 

33. “ There 

Vcr. 32. Yet Jka. 1 l he be brought, &c.] Mr. Heath’s verfion 
expreffeth the whole force of the original, Even this very 
man float! be carried d in pomp to the fepulchre , &c. he is too 
powerful to be called to account by man, and not meeting 
with chaftjfement from God, he goes to the grave with all 
the honours of interment paid to peiTonagcs of the higheft 
rank. 

and Jhall remain e in the tomb J Mr. Heath’s verfion is, and 
Jhall reji undtfturbcd in the tomb . But our author’s word never 
fignifies to remain, or to reft undijlurbcd\ either in the hebrew 
bible or in the dialedls. I think the tranfiation nu.du be <7>;^ 
he JiouriJheth in the tomb. He enjoys as it were a fecond life, 
in the tomb : he lives in fame, by means of his fuperb fepul¬ 
chre and its delightful fituation. 

in 


perfumes made a diftinguiflied part in the eaflern banquets, hence 
the word might naturally cbme to fignify feafliug . Accordingly, 
in Arabic, the fubftantive noun is con r vi r vium, a banquet. 

Vid.-Caflelh Lex. 

d 73 V ZJ carried in pomp. The future is often ufed for the 
prefent tenfe. So ver. 30. •jtyrv is referred* 

e The noun fubAantive fignif.es the almond tree. 

Why may not the verb be derived from that root, and mean to 
flourifa as the almond tree, and in general to jlourijh ? If this be 
roc admitted, let the verb be translated he is awake, or wateketh 
(Pfal. cii. 7.) in the tomb . It will then be a metaphor denoting 
life , in oppofition to fleeping , the common metaphor for the ftatc 
of death.’ The meaning, according to this interpretation, comes 
out the fame as before : he is awake in the tomb ; he liveth Hill, 
he liveth in the fplendid memorial of him, his magnificent tomb. 
See the note of the learned Schultens on one cf the poems in the 
Arabian Anthologia , intituled Hama/a , p. 560. Mr. Heath’s ver¬ 
fion is taken frorti Le Clcrc, and is founded on the change of 
mpty* into piptt” quiefcetl 
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33. “ There he enjoys, in fome delicious vale, 

“ Turf ever green and fprings that never fail; 

Preceded, 

in the tomb »J The hebrew word fignifies firft a heap of 
corn that is cut down ; and thence in metaphor the heap of 
dead bodies , and the fepulchre or place where they are depo¬ 
sited. It is ufed here in the lad acceptation ; and in the firft, 
chap. v. 26. where it is englifhed a Jhock of cqrri. 

Ver. 33. The clods of the valley /hall be fvueet to hiin\ The 
[ft clods > of the valley ( made foft and tender by gentle ihow- 
ers) are fiveet to him . Their fepulchral grots were frequently 
in vallics, cut in the bottom of rocky hills. Such a fitua- 
tion or a tomb, together with fprings of water or moderate 
rains to keep the turf perpetually green, was accounted a 
happy fepulture among the Arabians ; as being a means of 
p refer vi rig the remembrance of the deceafed in honour. Schul¬ 
tens, in his notes on this verfe, cites the beginning of an 
Arabian poem ' to this purpofe. ’Tis an elegy on a perfon 
celebrated for his beneficence and liberality: and if we ex¬ 
cept one epigrammatic conceit, it is a beautiful compofition. 
As it is fhort, the reader will not perhaps be difpleafed with 
^hc following faithful tranfiation of the whole. 

Come, let us vifit Maan’s lov’d remains 
Say to his tomb, may mollifying rains 
Water thy hallow’d turf ! O narrow bound, * 
Bounty her grave in thee, thee only, found. 

Bounty, which fill’d the fpacious earth and fea, 

O tomb of Maan, how inclos’d in thee ! 

Yes, Bounty thou dofl: hold, but Bounty dead j 
Which living wou{d defpife thy fcanty bed. 

Maan ? $ 


3 PHJI the tomb, as in the Arabian poem ; 

“ Let ever-dropping (bowers water 
Tne tomb ( ) of Aryb.” 

Vid. Hama/ci, p. $67. 

h the foft clods, Mr. Heath ; gleba molles , Schultens. It 

fignifies, in Arabic, earth that is made foft and tender by rain. 
Vid- Comment. Schultens. 

1 In Hamafa, p, 555, 
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44 Preceded, follow’d, to his dufty bed, 

“ By alj the former, all the future dead. 5 ' 


34* Ceafe then ; nor falfities for comforts vend, 
Alike to truth unfaithful and your friend. 

Chap, 


Maan’s a name whole generous gifts furvive 
The noble giver, and immortal live; 

As when fome rich o’erflowing ftream recedes, 

It leaves behind a verdant wealth of meads. 

But ah ! with Maan bounty funk in duft; 

The glory of munificence is loft. 

every man Jhall draw k after him ] I take the meaning to be, 
that in going down to the grave he does but fhare the com¬ 
mon lot of mortals. Innumerable multitudes have gone thi¬ 
ther before him, and the fucceeding generations of men fhall 
follow him to’the fame houfe of all living. 

in your anfjjers there remained faljhood] Their exhorta¬ 
tions to repentance were founded on a falfc fuppofition of 
his guilt. The hopes they gave him of reftoration, were on 
condition of his repentance. The bleflings they promifed 
him, on that condition, were romantic: and in fhort, the 
whole of their anfwers proceeded on falfe ideas pf the acjmj- 
niftrations of providence. 


v k Jhall draw ; rather, he Jhall draw every man t &e. It 

a tranlicive verb, and is ufed of a number of perfons following 
one another in long and clofe fucceflion (Judges xx. 37.) as 
Cocceius remarketh. Seneca ufeth traho in much the fame fenfe 
as here. Megara apoftrophifing her hufband Hercules, who 

was gone down to the realms of Pluto, fays; 

— aut omnes tuos 

Defende reditu fofpes, aut omnes trahe. 

Hercules Furens, ver. 306. 

,Either come had fafe from the realms of death y and protect allyou* 
family y or draw us all thither after you. 
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Chap. 

XXII. 

i, 2. When mas is wife, the Teman Sage reply’d, 
’Tis for hjmfelf: (does fleav’n the gain divide ? 

3. Muft 


CHAP. XXII. 

This laft fpeech of Eliphaz puts an end to the controverty 
On the part of Job's antagonifts. It is in the true fpirit of a 
baffled difputant. Unable to invalidate Job’s defence, he 
flies out in abufive language and the molt atrocious calum¬ 
nies. ver. 2. to the end of ver. 11. 

Unable alfo to refute the reafoning in Job’s laft difeourfe, 
he endeavours to render it invidious, he taxes it with athe- 
ifm, and warns him, by the example of the old world, of 
the vengeance men of his principles are to expedh ver. 12. 
to the end of ver. 20. 

However, that he might quit the field with the air of a 
yictor, and a reputation for charity, he once more exhorts 
him to repent; and in magnificent terms allures him he 
fhould become happy and great on that condition, ver. 21. 
to the end of the chapter. 

Ver. 2. Can a man be profitable *, &c.] This verfion yields 
a very juft fentiment, which perfectly agrees with what Elihu 
fays chap. xxxv. 7 If thou be righteous , what givejl thou him , 
&c. compare Pfalm xvi. 2. Rom. xi. 35. 

as he that is wife may be profitable , &c.] Sophocles puts the 
like fentiment into the mouth of Oedipus m , 

u What good man is not a friend to himfelf ?” 


1 can he be profitable ? It evidently has this meaning 

phap. xxxiv. q. For he hath faid % it profiteth a man nothings that 
be jhould delight himjelf in God . 

“ Oedipus Colonies t ver. 313. 
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3. Muft God high value on thy virtue fet ? 

If thou art juft, is Providence in debt ? 

4. And will he, trembling, from his throne defcend, 
To ftill thy cavils and his ways defend ? 

5. Art thou unconicious of thy vaft offence ? 

Is not the number of thy fins immenfe ? 

6. Extortions 

Ver. 3. Is it any pleafure to the Almighty, &C.J Is it a mat¬ 
ter of care n to the Abnighty that thou Jhouldft he rif.ieeus, &c. 
Is it a thing which he lets his heart upon as an affair in 
which his intereft and happinefs are deeply concerned ? Kii- 
phaz intends to expofe to ridicule Job’s complaints and j ufti- 
iication of himfelf, as arrogant claims upon God. 

Ver. 4. Will he reprove thee , See. j I!:.- he rerfon° with 
thee for fear of thee ? will he cuter with thee into judgement ? 
Is he afraid his chara&er will fuffer by thy complaints, un- 
lefs, in obedience to thy citation, he fufcir.it to a trial and 
argue his own caufe ? This is ftrong irony, and manifeftly 
defigned to ridicule thofe rafh expreftions in chap. ix. 32—35. 
xiii. 22, Sic. 

Ver. 5—11. Is not thy wickednefs , &c.] There is no occa- 
fion for God to vindicate the meafures of his providence to¬ 
wards thee. Thy own wickednefs is manifeftly the caufe of 
all thy fufferings. Hitherto this magifterial cenfor had dealt 
in diftant hints and general infmuations : But being now re¬ 
duced to his laft fhifts, he has the temerity to charge his 
friend openly with particular crimes. This violent proceed¬ 
ing admirably ferves the purpofe of the poem : for it gives 
a fair occafion for that circumftantial defence (chap, xxxi.) 

in 


. \yzn a matter of care. In chap. xxi. 21. it fignifies care, 
anxiety. So the LXX. underftood it here, t» ya% peXfi tw xvfiu, &c. 
what careth the hord y if thou fivert blamelefs in thy works ? 

0 rrav ft fignifies to plead ones caufe y chap. xiii. 3. I dejire to 
reafon with God . The other phrafe, enter info judgement , is alfo 
judicial; and means to come to a trial. Chap. ix. 32. He is nQt a 
man as I am that . , . we Jhould come together in judgement . 
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6. Extortions from thy kin defile thy hands. 

The (hivering loin its rag from thee demands. 

7. To thee the thirfty fu’d, the famifh’d figh 5 d. 
Seal'd was thy fountain, and thy cruft deny’d. 

8 . A 

in the clofe whereof difTatisfadlion with the Wavs of God aftd 
felf-juftification are carried to the higheft pitch that the poet 
intended. 

Ver. 6. Thou haft taken a pledge, &c.J He is here charged 
with fuch rapacity, as to force even his relations to give 
fecurity to him for debts .which they did not owe ; and with 
feizing the upper garment of the poor for pawn, which an- 
fwers to a creditor among us taking a poor man’s bed from 
under him for payment j for the poor in thofe countries had 
no other covering at night, when they flept, than their out¬ 
ward garment p which they wore in the day 

naked] By taking away their blanket, or upper garment, 
he left them naked ; according to the mode of fpcaking in 
the caft r : that is, he left them only their tunic and fhirt. A 
perfon alfo who was ill-clad, or in rags, was faid to be naked j 
as Seneca tells us s . 

Vcr. 7. Thou haft not given , &c.] Entertainment of tra¬ 
vellers and charity to the poor were looked upon by the 
Arabs, and by the ancient Greeks, as duties of the moft fa- 
cred obligation. The Odyfiee has fome noble fentiinents on 
th is fubjcct: and the poems of the Arabs abound with them. 
Wherefore the vileft of all characters among them was the 
inhoipitable and avaricious man. 


P The Arabs call their upper garment a hyke ; which is a blan¬ 
ket, or gown, live or fix yards long, and five or fix yards broaj. 
This is wrapped over the tunic, or clofc-bodied frock, (which is 
the inner garment) and girded about their wailt in lime cf work 
or aftion. Shaw’s Travels, p, 226, See. 4to. 
q Dent. xxiv. 13. 

r I Sam. xix, 24. II Sam. vi. 20. Ifaiah xx. 2—4, Mlc. i. 8. 
John xxi. 7. 

6 Qui male veftitum et pannofum, nudum fe vidifle dicit. De 
bb. v. 13. qqoted by Dr. Shaw, p. 226. of his Travels, 
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8. A fav’rite name enjdy’d his fpoil fecure. 

The ftroflgelt arm ftill made the title fure ; 

9. While th£ wrong'd wido* pour’d her fruitlefs 

moan, 

And orphans crufh’d by thy injuftice groan. 

10. Hence ambuih’d ills about thy path were fet$ 
Hence the dire fweep of defolation’s net: 

11. Hence black defpair, like night, around thee fpread* 
And booming waters billowing o’er thy head. 

12. Beholds 

Ver 8, 9. But as for the mighty man, &c.] Here he accufes 
him of fhameful partiality in the adminiftration of juftice. 
The great were certain to carry their caufc, when they fet 
up a claim, however groundlcfs, to the land of fome defcnce- 
lefs widow or orphan. 

the earth j the land , which he pretended to have a right to. 

The honourable man ] In the original. He whofe perfon is ac~ 
tepted', that is, who is favoured on account of his wealth 
and power. 

Ver. 10. fiares] This was an eftabliftied metaphor for 
deftru&ive calamities ; as alfo darknefs and floods of water for 
overwhelming mifery. Old Tireftas the foothfaycr foretells 
the calamities that were coming on the royal family of Thebes 
in the following language : 

“ The deftroying minifters of vengeance lie in wait for 
thee, and thou Jhalt be caught in the fame calamities with’ 
which thou haft overwhelmed others 

abundance of waters , &c.] A drowning man, or a fhip foun¬ 
dering at fea, feems to be the image alluded to. The neigh¬ 
bourhood of thefe men’s country to the Mediterranean and 
Arabian feas, and to the rivers Jordan and Nile, might fur- 
nifh them with thefe emblems of calamity : or they might 
be fupplied with fuch ideas by the torrents from their own 
mountains. 


1 dntigont, ver. 1086* &c. 
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12. Beholds not God, from his ethereal feat. 

The ftars dim-twinkling far beneath his feet ? 

Yet mark the diftance, how immenfely far. 

From this low dwelling to the neareft ftar ! 

13. Thy frenzy argu’d ; can the ways of men 
Lie in the compafs of his bounded ken ? 

14. Grofs atmofphere, with interpofing fcreen. 
Conceals the profpeft of this earthly fcene : 

He, veil’d in clouds, to his own cares confin’d, 
Walks round his azure realms unheeding human 

kind. 

15. Haft 

Ver. 12—20. Is not God y &c.] What Job had faid in 
the foregoing chapter, of the general impunity and profpe- 
rity of the wicked, was matter of fa£t. But this calumniator 
mifreprefents his difcourfe, as a denial of a divine providence 
grounded on moft abfurd notions of the fupreme Being ^ as 
though he were limited in his prefence, and could not fee 
what paffeth in our world. Job therefore, in this mail’s ac¬ 
count, held the fame atheiftical principles with the wicked 
who were deftroyed by the flood ; whofe deftru£lion is here 
mentioned in vindication of th^juftice of God, and as an ad¬ 
monition to him of his approaching fate if he did not lpeedily 
repent. 

Ver. 12. Is not God in the height , &c.] The immenfc dif¬ 
tance of heaven, the habitation of God, is reprefented by its 
being far above the ftars. 

Ver. 13. And thou fayeft^ &c.] Therefore thou foidjl u . Thy 
folly drew from its own abfurd idea of God, as a finite being, 
a conclufion no lefs abfurd \ that he is ignorant of the affairs 
of human kind. 


n rnCtO therefore thou faidjl, *) therefore , as in chap, v. 17* 
therefore defpife not thou the ebafening of the Almighty . 
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15* Haft thou, in boldcft profligacy bold, 

Follow’d the path trac’d out by atheifts old ? 

16. Whom vengeance feiz’d before the mortal day, 
Whofe column’d domes the deluge fwept away ; 

17. Whofe 


Vcr. 15. liaft thou marked^ &c.] Haft thou kept ' 1 tl)c old 
way y &c. Haft thou taken up the principles ot thole im¬ 
pious men, who lived at the time of the deluge ? This in¬ 
terrogative form of expreflion is a vehement affirmation. 

Vcr. 16. Which were cut down ] This vcrfion is authorifed 
by the Targum, “ which were abolifhed from the earth/* 
The Greek Bible renders the word, more agreeably to its 
true meaning w , which were taken *, or apprehended , as male¬ 
factors. 

out of time y] The Chaldee turns it, “ when their time 
was not yetthat is, the time, Or period, to whicli they 
might have lived according to the comic of nature. They 
periihed by an untimely death. 

Vcr. 16. whofe foundation ] whofe habitation \ denominated 
here from its euential part; the better to exprefs the durable 
materials of which their palaces were framed. 

with a food'] The original makes ufe of the ufual word 
for a river: But that it was alfo ufed for the waters of the 
fca, appears from/ Jonah ii. 3. For thou badjl caft me into 
the deep, in the midjl of the feat, and the foods z compafed me 
about. 


u matWI heft thou kept? Chap, xxiii. 11. bis way lave 1 

kept, 

w rwere apprehended. See the note on chap. xvi. S. 

y jiy See chap. xv. 32. Ecclcfialles vii. 17. whyJhauldft 

thou die before thy time . 

1 ITO 1 t is ufed in the plural number as fynonimous with 
the feus . Pfal, xxiv, 2. 
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17. Whofe madnefs faid, “ Away, thou deity, 

tc What bleffings can our wants receive from thee 

18. Ingrates ! their fulnefs from his bounty flow’d ; 
Far be their counfels, far from my abode. 

19. Then fang the righteous, glorying in the fight, 
Atheifts o’erthrown, and God’s avenging might: 

20. Thus fell thofe ancient rebels; but by fire 
The wicked remnant fliall at laft expire. 

21* Humble 

Ver. 17. Depart from us , &c.] By deferring the impiety 
of thefe men in the very terms of Job (chap. xxi. 14, 15.) 
he confronts their exemplary deftru&ion to Job’s alTertion of 
the impunity and felicity of fuch charadlers. 

Ver. 18. But the counfel, &c.] This is fneer. See the note 
on chap. xxi. 16. 

Ver. 19. The righteous fee it, &c.] 

Tl)e righteous faw % and were glad: 

And the innocent laughed the?n to fcorn . 

As we are to underftand the foregoing verfe of the deluge, 
by the righteous and innocent muft be meant, Noah and his 
family. Ariftotle remarks, that u no good man is troubled, 
when parricides, for inftance, meet with their delerved punifh- 
ftient: for it is our duty to rejoice on fuch occafions.” 

Ver. 20. JVhereas our fubjlance , &c.] I apprehend the 
tranflation fhould be, 

Was not b their rebellion c punijhed with deftruft 'ton d ? 

Schultens 


a The LXX. tranfiate the verbs in the paft time. 
b dn annon ? frequently interrogative. Vid. Nol- 

dium. See chap. iv. 17. vi. 30. 

c their rebellion . (1) On the authority of the Septua- 

gmt, Syriac, and Vulgate verlions I read DD*p* ( 2 ) Q’p is 

O turned 
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21. Humble thyfelf to God, refign thy prey j 
Rich harveft follows the repenting day : 

2a. Embrace 

Schulteos gives a very animated turn to this verfe, by fup- 
pofing it to be the burden of a triumphal hymn, fung by 
Noah and his family on this awful occafion. 

but the remnant of them y &c.] but the remnant of them the 
fire jhcdl conjume e . Some interpreters apply thefe expreifions 
to the deftru&ion of Sodom and Gomorrah. But how could 
the inhabitants of thofe cities be ftyled the remnant i, or all 
the remainder of the wicked ? Whereas if we underitand it 
of the wicked that fhall be found remaining on the earth at 
the end of the world, we are prefented in this verfe with the 
two moft memorable and dreadful feenes of divine ven¬ 
geance, the deluge and the conflagration. Noah might 
learn the final deftrudfion of the wicked from the prophecy 
ef, Enoch, recorded by Jude ver. 14. and the manner of it 
from fome revelation to himfelf. 

Ver. 21. Acquaint thyfelf with him ] Crinfoz turns it fuh- 
mit thyfelf to him \ Mr. Heath to the fame efTeft, humble thy - 
jelf before him y grounding his verfion on the Arabic fenfe of 
the word. 

and be at peace ] and make refi tut ion r . It is a vulgar error, 

to 


turned obfiinacy by the Syriac interpreter. It may fignify infur- 
red? ion, or rebellion; as Q’Cp hgm/iey injur gents, or rebels, 
¥(, iit. 1. lxxiv. 23. 

d was punijhed width defiruQion . It is englifhed to be cut 

§Jf, chap. iv. 7. 

c Joall conjume* It is the preter tenfe turned into the 

future by the influence of at the beginning of this claufe. Be- 
Tides, according to the remark of Michaelis, the preterite and fu¬ 
ture were aoriils in the ancient Hate of the hebrew language. 

Michaelis in Praleft. p. 78. 8vo. 

f Mr. Heath reads it Jballem, in the conjugation pihel % 

make refituuou* Or if we follow the Maforetic pointing Jhclom^ 
in the conjugation kal, yet as the flgnificacion of this verb in 
kaJ, to finijh is communicated to its conjugation pdbcl, I Kings ix. 
25. On the contrary its fignifleation in pi be /, to wait rejiitution t 
might be communicated to its conjugation kid. 
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22. Embrace his lelfons, his imperial word 
Deep in the table of thy heart record. 

2 3. Vagrant from God, return ; with fparkling eyes 
Then fee thy bow’r renew’d in beauty rife : 

But hallow’d be thy tents, expell from thence 
All cover’d crime and manifefl: offence. 

24. Leave Ophir’s gold in her own ftreams to fliine, 

25. God all-fufficient be thy boundlefs mine* 

26. To 

to imagine that Job was abfolutely impoverifhed. He ftill 
maintained a numerous family ; and his three cenfors fup-r 
pofe him to have amafled great treafures by bribery and ex¬ 
tortion, which they exhort him to refund 

Ver. 22. the law—his words'] The divine revelations con¬ 
veyed down by tradition from Noah, Abraham, &c. alfo 
perfonal favours of the fame kind to Job h , to Eliphaz and 
to others k . 

Ver. 23. Thou Jhalt be built up ’] He allures him of a re- 
eftablifhment of his ruined affairs, and particularly of a new 
race of children in fupply of thofe he had loft. 

thou Jhalt put away iniquity'] By iniquity he means that 
which he fuppofed to have been Job's favourite fin, rapacity . 
The tranflation, I think, Should be, put thou away iniquity , 
&c. the future being often ufed for the imperative. He ex¬ 
horts him to keep both himfelf and his family, for the time 
to come, from the vice of covetoufnefs m f as well as from all 
other wickednefs. 

Ver. 24. Thou Jhalt lay up , &c.] He recommends to him 

a con- 


e Chap. xi. 14. xv. 34. 
h Chap. vi. 10. xxix. 4. 

1 Chap. iv. 12, &c. 
k Chap, xxxiii. 14, 15. 

1 See the ufe of this metaphorical expreflion in Jer. xxxi. 4. 
xxxni. 7. Gen. xvi. 2. it may be that I n.ay obtain children (marg. 
be builded) by her . * 


O 2 
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a6. To him, in bleft fruition of his grace, 

Noble affiance fhall eredt thy face. 

27. He’ll crov/n thy pray’r, mature thy vows in praife, 

28. Thy edidts ftablifh, and illume thy ways. 

29. The 

a contempt of riches. But our public verfion makes him 
promife, that his avarice fhall be gratified to the full. hoW 
abfurd is this ! Mr. Heath’s verfion is more jufl to the ori¬ 
ginal, Count m the fine gold as n dujl y and the gold of Ophir as 
the Jlones (or pebbles) of the brooks . 

Ophir'] The Ophir here fpoken of rnufl be that which was 
in Arabia, on the coaft of the red fca *\ Arabia had formerly 
its golden mines. We are aflured by Sanchoniathon p, fays 
Mr. Crinfoz, that the Phoenicians carried on, a confiderable 
traffic to this Ophir even before the days of Job. 

Ver. 25. Tea the Almighty , &c.J <c Yea the Almighty fhall 
be thy fine gold and choice filver r unto thee.” The verfe 
thus tranflated contains a fublime fentiment. The favour 
of God fhall be thy treafure, an inexhauflible mine of fe¬ 
licity. 

Ver. 28. Thou Jhalt alfo decree a things &c.] Here he pro- 

mi feth 


m is y by rvty Set fine gold with dufl> that is, count it of 
no more value than duft. i his verb is uied in the fame fenie 
chap. xxx. I. ve/bofe fathers 7 would ba<ve difdained to have fet 
the dogs oj' my fiock. 

n by this prepohtion is ufed for with in Exod. xxxiv. 

25, Thou Jhalt not offer the blood of my faoifice with ( by ) leaven. 
See Levit. ii. 2, 16. iv. 11. It is alfo ufed in a comparative 
fenfe ifi Levit xxv. 31. But the houfes of the villages . . . Jhall be 
counted as ( by ) the fields of the country . 

0 Bochirt. Phaleg. 

p and by Herodotus, quoted by Eufebius. 

, q T"»». (but all the ancient verfions read .T»i J3) it is the 
fame word that is engliihed gold in the preceding verfe. 

r P]DD choice filver . The LXX. turn it apyvpiop 

•JTl’TTV(Mf/ tV0» filver that hath been tried in the fire . It fignifies, as 
Schultens hath (hewn, filver that is lug with great labour out of 
the deeped mines. 
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29. The proud (hall fink, on thy complaint depreft j 
Affliction fing, redeem’d at thy requeft: 

30. The righteous man (hall ftayth’Almighty’s hand. 
And turn the thunder from a finning land. 

Chap. 


mifeth the reftoration of his princely authority. The word 
tran Hated a thing fignifies a decree 5 , an authoritative ediCt. 

and the lights &c.] Wifdom, fuccefs, joy, are all included 
in this beautiful metaphor. The adminiftratipn of thy pub¬ 
lic and private affairs (hall be ever profpercms and illuf- 
trious. 

Vef. 29. JVhen men are cajl down, &c.] He allures him of 
the prevalence of his prayers with God, both for the over¬ 
throw of infolent oppreffors and deliverance of the oppreffed. 
Tiiis is an exalted idea of the high importance of a good man 
to fociety. The following verfe exalts it dill higher. The 
prefent verfe will admit of the following tranllation, 

Verily* men are cafe down u , when thou Jhalt fay there 
is pride v/ . 

And the dejected perfon *, he will five, 

Ver. 30. He Jhall deliver , &c. J The cjbfcurity of this verfe 
will vanifh, if we turn it 

The 


' a decree. See chap. xx. 29. bis decree, in the margin; 

that i'_, decreed to him by God. The verb to decree , 'u alfo 
uie i of a royal edict, or proclamation. Either li. 1. 

1 *3 verily, finely ; as in chap viii. 6. Jareiy now, &c. Chap, 
xxv,ii. !. jur>iy t’J li’C s a njein for tue filver. 

u 173271’ they are caji down ; as If. i« 19 * they Jhall 

ke wviie. jL):uUus. 

w IT 3 pride. I fat ah xxv. 11. he fall bring down (‘racym) 
their pride 

x ZZyyy TVlf a perfon of downcafl looks . The verb is ufej of 
a perfon who is bowed down with grief. Pfal. xxxv. 14. xxxviii. j ^ 

O 3 
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Chap. 

XXIII. 

1,2. The mourner anfwer’d, in lamenting drain j 
Still is it ftiff rebellion to complain ? 

Alas! the mountain-weight of woes I feel. 

Nor groans can equal, nor complaint reveal. 

3. Guido 


77 ;* Innocent Jhall deliver a country Y : 

And it Jhall be delivered by the purenefs of his hands a . 

Men of exemplary piety and virtue are fometimes the faviours 
of a whole people, by means of their favour with God. 
This grand, idea of the efficacy of true religion, and the vafl 
utility of virtuous men, is derived from the Patriarchal hiftory. 
See Gen. xviii. 23, &c. 

CHAP. XXIII. 

Th is firfl part of Job’s reply is the effufion of a mind agi¬ 
tated by various ftrong emotions : 

By indignation, at the cruel Handers in the foregoing 
fpecch, ver. 2, 

By vehement defire to argue his caufe to God, ver. 3. to 
the end of ver. 7. 

By diftrefs, in that he could not obtain his defire, ver. 8, 9. 

By confolation, in the teftimony of hi$ confidence, ver. 10, 
12. 

By 


W 


y a country ; Ifaiah xx. 6. the inhabitants of this country j as 
it is engliflied in the margin. 

* *hy bands . The Syriac and Arabic verfions read VDD 

his bands. If we follow our prefent Hebrew text thy hands , there 
will be a very abrupt change of the perfon ; and Eliphaz mult be 
imagined to addrefs thefc words to Job on fuppofition of his becom¬ 
ing a pious and virtuous man. 
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3. Guide me, O guide me to his dark recefs, 

Ev’n to his throne of judgement I would prefs: 

4; A thoufand reas’nings, regular and ftrong. 

The flow of innocence, fhall fill my tongue* 

5. His anfwer, welcome to my longing ear. 

Would the ftrange caufe of thefe ftrange fufPrings 

clear. 

6 . Will he confound me with his dreadful might ? 
No, but my courage at his bar excite : 

7. There 

By conflernation and defpair, on recollecting God’s abfo- 
lute dominion and the immutability of his defigns, ver. 13, 
14, 15. 

And by apprehenfion that his life was prefcrved for addi¬ 
tional fufferings, ver. 16, 17. 

Ver. 2. Even to-day^ &c.] Still 1 is my complaint rebellion b P 
Am I flill to be taxed with infolencc and impiety c , for com¬ 
plaining of the ways of God ? Alas ! my Jlroke A is heavier 
than my groaning. His infliClions on me would juftify heavier 
complaint. 

Ver. 3. 0 that I knew , &c.] He wifheth he could go to 
the tribunal of God, as one may go and demand trial at a 
human bar. Crinfoz. See chap. ix. 32—35. x. 2. 

Ver. 6. Will he plead againjl me , &c.] He will not bear me 

down 


a orn ft *11. Pfal. cxix. 91 . They continue ftill ( CiVH ) ac ~ 
ter ding to thine ordinances 

b ’"VO Crinfoz and Mr. Heath juftly render it rebellion, for the 
root is ma to rebel. It cannot be derived from " 1^0 t0 he bitter ; 
there being no nouns in thii form that are derived from verbs 
which double their fecond radical. Vid. Guajin. Gram . lieb . 
vol. i. p. 393, 398. 
c Chap. xxii. z, 3, 4. 

d my hand % The Septuagiru, Syriac, and Arabic verfions 
Rad hit hand t w 
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7- There bold integrity may urge its plea. 

And there fhall triumph be ordain’d for me. 

9. Ah! fhould I journey this terreftrial round. 

He no where in its eaftern coaft is found : 

In 

down with his authority, inftead of reafons : neither will he 
intimidate me with his great power. He will on the con¬ 
trary cxcit his power to ftrengthen my mind, that I may 
have courage and compofure to argue my caufc with him. 
This is a worthy and fublime; idea of the equity and conde- 
fcenftgn of God. 

he would put flxength in me] The original is elliptical. 
Our Tranflators fupply the word Jlrength to perfect the fenfe. 
Other interpreters give a fomewhat different turn to the fen-> 
tence, “ he will lay down reafons againjl me c that is, he 
will (hew me his reafons for thus afllidfing me. But 1 think 
he had exprelTed this fentiment in ver. 5. I fmild know the 
Words zvhicb he would anfwer ?ne y Sic. 

Ver. 7. So Jhould I he delivered , &c.] So jhall I be delivered* 
for ever K by h my judge . 

He exprefTeth the fulleft confidence that God would put 
an utter end to the difpute, by an honourable acquittal of 
him ; provided God would favour him with an opportunity 
of making his defence to him, 

Ver, 8, 9, Beheld I go forward , &c t ] Thefe verfes are not 

a nicer 


e againji me. Numb. xxi. 7. lie have fpeken againft the 
Lord (rnrvD) and againji thee ( ) 

1 ntO/Dl^ apallttah , in the conjugation piht.L But in that 
conjugation it is a tranfitive verb atlivc to deliver ; and requires 
after it an accufative of the perfon or thing delivered. I ima¬ 
gine our Tran/laiors read eppahta)\ in Niphal , or appulletah, in 
pyhal, I Jhall be delivered. 

6 mu'? lxx. £if t*Ao? to an end . But elfcwhere, m vixo; unto 
viflory. 

h hy my judge', or, as the Targum turns it, hy him 

%vko judgeth me. The prepofition i s enplilhed by in Gen. xlix, 
24. by the hands of the mighty God of 'Jacob* 



Chap. XXIII. THE BOOK OF JOB. 201 

In vain I feek him on the weftern fhore. 

In vain his footfteps in the north explore. 

Or in the fouth : He, working in his might. 
Wrapt in impervious fhades eludes my fight. 


10. But, not unknowing in my ways, he knows 
My truth his utmoft proving undergoes 

As gold the furnace *, and like gold lhall rife. 
Emerging, with new lufire, to his eyes. 

11. My foot hath been the follower of his own, 

12. Unftraying from the path himfelf hath fhown : 
Unfwerving from his high commands, I ftor’d 
Deep in my bofom his imperial word. 

1 

13. But 

a meer defcription of the invifibility of Go d. They are in¬ 
tended to exprefs the vehement defire of coufcious integrity 
tq obtain fome vifible manifeftation of the Deity, and to ex- 
pollulate with him face to face on its unmerited fuffcrings. 

The language will be more poetical, if, with the Chaldee 
Paraph rale, we turn the words forward , backward , on the left 
hand , on the right hand \ to the eajl y to the we»t^ to the north , in 
the joutb. 

Ver. 10 — 12. But he knowetb , -Nrc. ] This is the glorious 
language of confcious pitry. It derives powerful confuta¬ 
tion from the ommfcience of God. Th ■ fl/lc, however, 
may be thought fomewhat too lofty for an imperfect mortal. 
By the exprefflon 1 Jhaii come forth as gold , he cannot be un¬ 
derflood to mean that he fhould be delivered out of his afflic¬ 
tions ; otiierwife than by death, he utterly dcfpa'rs, to the 
very laft, or recovering his health and profperity. The fenfe 
ot the comparifon is, I apprehend, that his piety and virtue 
were like gold, and would endure the Icvereft tell. 

Ver. 12. the words of his mouth ] See the remark on Chap, 
xxii. 22. 
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i j. But who (hall him, foie potentate, controul ? 
Refolv’d, he a£ts the purpofe of his foul; 

14. And will compleat my meafur’d woes aflign’d 
By the deep counfels of his awful mind: 

In acts like thefe, oft wont he to di(play 
His boundlefs, abfolute, myfterious fway. 

15. Hence doubting, dreading, in confufion toft, 

16. My courage melts and in amaze I'm loft: 

17. For 

Ver. 13. He is in one mind] In the original, He is cue 1 . 
He inferreth from the unity of God, that his dominion is 
abfolute, and his decrees immutable, as well as the reafons 
of them impenetrable. The Providence of fuch a Being oft 
times proceeds in meafures, that confound all our ideas of 
wifdom, juftice, and goodnefs. 

Ver. 14. For he perfonneth^&c.] Therefore he will bring to 
perfection, that which he hath decreed concerning me. So Mr. 

Heath tranflates. Homer exprefteth the fame fentiment in 
almoft the fame language: “-But Jupiter will accomplifti 
the evils, which he meditates both againft the Greeks and 
the Trojans k .” 

many fuch things , &c.] many defigns and proceedings of his 
Providence, as myfterious and unaccountable as his ways 
towards me. 

Ver. 15. Therefore am /, &c.J Therefore am I troubled by 1 

him j 


1 nnND Targ. itfTn* uni cut, the only one. \ T u\g,foIuj elf. 
It is the ablative put for the nominative, as in Exod. xviii. 4. 

m y help, and Exod. xxxii. 2z. inifcbievous. This 

tnallage is very common in the Arabic language. The Arabians 
«fe in petente for poterts, in credente for credent, in negligente for 
negligent, Yid. Erpenii Prov, Arab, cent, i. 67. Koran, fur, ii. 
ver. 69. 

k xaxa (ppmur nzfiaiptTizi ay/P'jTtpcwi?. Tl. Vli. JO, Vid Scbot, 
1 TO 0 D hfy as in J odges vi. 6. IfraeliMCU greaAj impoveri^nd 
hWZZ) the Midi amt tt, 
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17. For ftill in horrid ills I draw my breath, 

Deny’d a refuge in the gloom of death. 

Chap, 

XXIV. 

1. Why does the fultan of the world refrain. 

By vengeful feafons to afiert his reign ? 

Why 

him ; that is, reflection on fuch perplexing meafures of Pro¬ 
vidence dafhes all the hopes which innocence fhould give ; 
and overfets me with prefaging fears, which guilt only ought 
to feel. 

Vcr. 17. Bccaufe I was not cut off, &c.] Becaufe I have not 
been cut cfby “ the darknefs. By darknefs , in this member of 
the period, he means his affliction. Darknefs is an eftablifhed 
metaphor for calamity, not only among the facred poets but 
alfo among all others. 

Neither hath he covered , See.] But he coveretb the darknefs 
from my face . The term, in the original, for darknefs here, 
is different from the foregoing. It is that.by which Job ex- 
prefleth the darknefs of the fepulchral grot chap. x. 22. By 
covering the darknefs from his face , he means his not being 
permitted to fee'death. God, he complains, denies him the 
onlv refuge from his for rows, a grave. 

He was to the laft degree amazed, fays Mr. Heath, how 
he was able to fupport fuch a load of calamity ; and that it 
did not put an end to his life : he dreaded further mifery, for 
which he doubted he was referved. 

CHAP. XXIV. 

Having fomewhat cafed his mind by the foregoing effu- 
ftons, he makes one effort more to convince his adverfaries 
by rcafoning with them. The laft verfc demonftrates that he 
oppofeth their fentiments, And if it be not fo now , who will 

make 


Sec the foregoing note. 
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Why fee not now obfervers of his ways 

Ilis drowning flood, or ftiow’ring fulphur’s blaze? 

2. Landmarks remov’d,and ravilh’d fields behold! 
Thelhepherd captiv’d with his bleating fold. 

3. Orphans 

male me a liar P The firft verfe {hews that the point he dif- 
putes with therp is the conftancy, and even the frequency, of 
the public judgements of God on wicked men. He pro- 
duceth a catalogue of outrageous immoralities, which are 
fatal to the peace of fociety and threaten its diflolution. Hq 
inftanceth invafion of property, cruel oppreflion of the poor, 
adultery, murder, and tyranny. Vet the Governor of the 
world feems to connive at thefe enormities, bv forbearing 
to punilh the authors of them. Toleration of liich evils i$ 
by no means reconcileable to our notions of wifJom and juf- 
tice, and is utterly repugnant to the fyftem of providence 
maintained by his three anti^gtJnifvs. 

A fpirit of vehemence and inuignation runs through the 
whole difcouric. He could not fpeak of the lenity of God 
to the worft of men, and at the fame time think of his own 
fufferings, without a confiderable deal of warmth. 

Ver. 1. JVby^ feeing times , &c.] IVhy are not ftated times * 
referved 0 by the Almighty P And why do they that know him not 
fee his days n P By ft a ted times and his days are meant fignal 
feafons of divine vengeance. Such were thofe of the deluge 
and the deftrudlion of Sodom. He afks, what is the reafon 
why like difplays of divine juftice do not recur ; as often as 
a like general corruption of morals prevaileth in the world ? 

Ver. 2. Some remove the land-marks, &c.J As their paftures 

and 


j - 

■ Ifaiah xiii. 22. Ezek. xxx. 3. Schultens, 

are refer ved ; are laid up ; as in chap. xxi. 19. The 
primary idea, fays Mr. Heath, is fepofuit f to fet apart : the fecon- 
dary idea is occulta vit, to bide ; recondidit t to lay up. Sec Pfal. xxxi* 
T9, 20. 
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3. Orphans lament, th’ infolvent widow weeps. 

Their only beaft fome ruthlefs harpy fweeps. 

4. Wrong’d at tribunals, vex’d on every fide. 

The fighing poor in friendly deferts hide : 

5. There, 

2nd corn-fields were not inclofed they had no other way 
of diftinguifhing the limits of each man's grounds but by 
boundary ftones. He here deferibeth that fort of injuftice 
which the prophet complains of. They covet fields , and take them 
by violence \ and houfes , and take them away : So they opprefs a 
man and his boufe , even a man and his heritage . Mic. ii. 2. 

and feed ^ thereof] and him that feedeth it. Mr. Heath. 
Juvenal complains of the rapines committed by the gover¬ 
nors of the Roman provinces in language like this of our 
facred poet \ 

Nunc fociis juga pauca, bourn, grex parvus equarum, 

Et pater armenti capto eripiatur agello. 

Sat. viii. L. iii. ver. 108. 

Ver. 3. The afs — the ox] This is another fpecies of wrong. 
They deprive the fatherlefs and the widow of their only 
means of fupporting themfelves ; who could not prepare their 
little farm for fowing, without an ox, or bceve, to till it; or 
bring in their corn, if they had any, without an afs to carry 
the burden. 

Ver. 4, 5. They turn the needy , &c.] Thcfe two verfes re- 
prefent moft iniquitous and oppreflive proceedings in the 
courts of juftice: infomuch that inoffenfivc r and defencc- 

lefs 


p See a late ingenious publication, intituled, Obfervations on 
divers Pajfa^es of Scripture , Sec. p. 216. 

The Maloretic punctuation makes it the third perfoa 
plural in the future of Kal But Mr. Heath reads it in the third 
perfon fingular. He takes for an afrix, put inftead of Tp|, and 
iuppofeth an ellipfisof the relative ~j who, he <who. TucLXX. 
probably read in the fame manner : tor they tranflate it, 
together with the Jbcpherd» 

1 inojpenfive ; LXX. tfgacic the meek. 
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5. There, like wiki afles in the dawn they ftray, 
Hard toiling for the pittance of the day > 

They browzc the mountain roots, the fylvan food 
Stills the loud clamours of their craving brood. 

6. Others colledt the grapes, or bind the fiieaves, 
Of fome hard churl, who not a gleaning leaves : 

7. Deny’d 

lefs 1 perfons, having 110 protection from the laws, are forced 
to flee into the defert •, for the fecurity of their lives, or to 
fave themfelves from flavery. 

Vcr. 4. out of the way"] that is, the way or courfe of jus¬ 
tice. The very magi Urates refufe to redrefs their grievances, 
and to protect their property and perfons. Compare Ifaiah 
x. 1, 2. Amos ii. 7. 

hide themfelves] In the caves of the defert. Compare He¬ 
brews xi. 38. 

Ver. 5. Behold , as wild ajfes , &c.] He deferibes the hanl- 
fhips which they fuffer in the jvildernefs. The fimilfe, ar 
wild ajfes , fhews that he is not fpeaking of the thieviih Arabs 
in the defert: for the wild afs is hot a beaft of prey, but is 
itfelf the prey of the lion *. It is a folitary timorous animal, 
whofe only defence is in the fwiftnefs of its heels. This is 
no fit emblem of the pillaging Arabs, but a very proper one 
for fuch harmlefs perfons as are mentioned in the foregoing 
verfe. 

go forth to their u-vmf] Their daily toil in Icarching for roots, 
and fuch vegetables as the woods and mountains afforded for 
their miferable luftenancc. 

for a prey] for meat u , or eatables. Prov. xxxi. 15. and 
fivttb meat “ to her boujhold . 

Ver. 6—8. They reap y Sic. ] The complaint in thefe three 
verfes turns upon the barbarous ufage of the labouring poor % 
who work in the fields and vineyards. 


• DV 38 the dtfenctltft ; LXX. altarr 
without power to defend their rights. 

1 Ecdefiaflicus xiii. 19. " PpO 


4 
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7. Deny’d a (helt’ring hut in midnight cold, 

Deny’d a rug about their limbs to fold j 

8. Ora 

Ver. 6. They reap every one his corn &c.] They reap every 
*ne a field which is not his own u . The perfons defcribed in 
this verfe are fuch as are compelled by their poverty to work 
for wages in: the fields and vineyards of the rich. The 
barley-harveft Ln thofe countries was in March ; and their 
wheat-harveft was over by the latter end of May or the be¬ 
ginning of June Their vintage began in September and 
ended in October w . 

they gather] without wages and without food, as the Sep- 
tuagint explains it *. They are defrauded of both by their 
eppreflive mailers. 

ofi the wicked] of the oppreflbr. The word frequently oc¬ 
curs in this acceptation in our author r. It is alfo ufed in 
this fenfe Ezek. xxxiii. 15. If the wicked refiore the pledge. It 
properly fignifieth a doer of wrong Exod. ii. 13. He fiaid ta 
bi?n that did wrong % why fimitefi thou thy fellow ? 

Ver. 7. They caufe the naked y he.] See the note on chap, 
xxii. 6. 

they have no covering] no raiment for their bedding, nor 
tent nor miferable hovel to fhelter them, they are forced 
therefore to lleep on the damp ground, in the caverns of the 
mountains adjacent to the fields and vineyards where they 
ilaved in the day. 

in the cold] In thofe climates a very hot day was often fuc- 
ceeded by a very cold night a . 


u hit corn. But the Chaldee Paraphraft and the LXX. 

read ^ ^3 non fib 1: F° r the former turns it 

•which is not their o<wn \ and the LXX. t* ora. 'I he vulgar 

Latin, agrum non fuum. 

w Objervations oh divers Pajfagts of Scripture, &c. p, 27, 4.5, 54. 

X AfJi'fbt KUI Tl. 

7 See particularly chap. xv. 20. 

1 yjtrh- 

a Genehs xxxi. 40. Shaw’s Travels , p. 439. 410. Dr. Shaw 
tells us, that in Arabia Petraea, Job’s country, the day i: wuenfeJy 
hot and the night imenfely cold. Travels, p, 438. 
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8. On the damp clay, in dripping caves, they lie, 
And hug that refuge left to poverty. 

9. See orphans from the pap to bondage drawn* 
The peafant’s veft detain’d in cruel pawn : 

10. With naked limbs they toil, and ftarving bear 
The golden burden of the foodful year : 

11. To noon-day labours in the vineyard curft. 

And while they ftamp the wine-vat die with thirfL 

12. The 

Ver. 8. with the Jhowers , &c. j The heavy rains which fall 
in fpring and autumn produce torrents and inundations in 
that mountainous country. Thefe opprefled wretches were 
obliged to fecure themfelves from thofe floods in holes of 
the rocks. 

Ver. 9, 10, 11. They pluck, &c.] The injuftice reprefented 
here is that of unmerciful creditors ; who feize the perfons of 
their poor infolvcnt debtors, and make them their flaves. 

Ver. 9. and take a pledge , &c.j and take that which is 
upon b the poor for a pledge ; that is, his upper garment or 
hyke, for fecurity for a debt. See the note on chap. xxii. 6. 

Ver. 10. They caufe him ] Namely, the poor man whofe 
garment they keep in pawn, and the orphans whom they cn- 
flaved. They compel the former to drudge in their fields and 
vineyards in the molt violent heats, to redeem their pawn : 
and they ufe the latter, as foon as they become capable of 
fervile works, in the fame cruel manner. 

and they take away, &c ] and thofe who are Jlarving with 
hunger carry the Jheaves . Mr. Heath. 'They arc not fuffered 
to eat fo much as an ear of the corn they carry in. 

Ver. 11. which make oil , &c.] who labour in their vineyards c 

at 


b $ u °d € ft f u p*a pavperem, veftimentum ejus. R. Levi 

apud Schultens. 

c D1T1W Our public verfion turns it their walls ; that is, 
the tione-walls with which they incloftd their vineyards. Prov. 

xxiv. 
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12. The city groans through all her ftreets, the cries 
Of wrongs and wounds and death aflail the (kies 1 
In vain ; unheeded by the Pow’r above. 

His wrath they wake not, nor his thunder move. 

13. There 

at mon-day d . This was a grievous aggravation of the op- 
prellion. The vintage began in September, front the be¬ 
ginning of May to the end of September, the air in thofe 
countries is in general fo hot, that it feems as if it came out 
of an oven. What then muft it be at noon-day ? See Dr. 
Rullei 's Natural hijlory of Aleppo , p. 14. 

and treated^ &c.] Mr. Addifon, in his letter from Italy, de- 
feribeth the mifery of the oppreiTed peafants with the fame 
beautiful energy: The poor inhabitant of that rich country 

Starves, in* the midft of nature’s bounty curft, 

And in the loaden vineyard dies for thirfl. 

Ver. 12—20. Men groan , &rc.J The principal feene of 
the foregoing violences was the country. In this paragraph 
he dwells upon the enormities which are committed in great 
cities, and their environs under the very eye of the ma- 
giftrate. 

Vlt. 12. Yet God layctb not f Aly e , &c.] The negle£l of 
human rulers, to punifh the authors of fuch crimes, feemed 
to render the interpofition of divine jufticc needfary 5 for 

the 


xxiv. 30, 31. In Arabic it fignifies, according to Schultens, the 
ro<ws of poles on which the vines were fupported. 

d ITiTi* f bey labour at noon-day. " in Hebrew figni- 

ties noon-tide, the ce was formed the vei to work during 

the noon-tide , as Mr. Heath renders it. This fenfe is edabliflred by 
the Arabic ufe of the fame verb ; as Schultens has proved. 

® fAly- (1) If, with Mr. Heath, we derive it from 

H73 Jcpnrate , his tranflation will be right; God maketh no 
dijiinchon, (2) If, with Schultens, we take bhn vain, futile , for 
the root, the verfion mu ft be ; God regards h not their vain com¬ 
plaint* t or (3) If we follow Kimchi’s etymology, and deduce th^ 

P word 
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13. There are, like night’s wild foragers, who fhun 
Light’s public walks, and bus’nefs of the fun : 

14. The ruffian, when the pilgrim quits his reft. 
Skulks in the dawn, and dabs the harmlefs breaft: 
In the dead hour of deep, no bolts withftand 
The practis’d cunning of his pilf’ring hand. 

15. Th’ adulterer, conceal’d all day, prepares, 

16. Watching for evening du(k, his fatal fnares : 

Fearful 

m 

the very prefervation of fociety. But God takes no notice, 
he fays, of thcfe flagrant violations of right and older: God 
layeth not folly to them. 

Ver. 13. They are of thofe who rebel , &c.J There are thofe 
who rebel f againfl the light , &c. This verfe is a defcription 
of thofe criminals, who fcek the protection of privacy and 
darknefs for the commilfion of their evil deeds. By light I 
underftand here the fun , as it is tranflated in chap. xxxi. 26. 

Ver. 14. with the light ] very early, by break of day; as 
the light fignifies in Mic. ii. 1. wo Jo them that devife iniquity , 
and work evil upon their beds: in the light of the morning they 
praftife it, 

as a thief ?] a very thief f or a p erf eft thief, 

Ver. 15. difguifeth his face\ The hebrew is, he putteth 
a covering upon his face. This covering was probably the 
hood of the burnoofe: fo the Arabs call the cloak which they 

fome times 


word from to do a wonderful things we may tranflate; 

God fets no extraordinary mark upon them , The fenfe comes out 
the fame jn all thefe interpretations; namely, that God does not 
feem to pay any regard to theie outrages. 

f lucifuga , perfons who fhun the light; as Gro- 

tius turns it. I take the ablative to be put for the no¬ 
minative, as in chap, xxiii. *3. for “11"!^* See note. 

s 3333 the ca pb 2 here w hat the Grammarians call 
rjtritatis: Itdenotes not fmilitude, but emphuJU only. 
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Fearful of jealous eyes, in twilight gloom 
Muffled he fteals into the guilty room : 

17. Stranger to light, he dreads the morning beams; 
The morn to him as death’s black fhadow feems i 
And, haply by fome confcious glance betray’d, 
Death’s horrors his diftradled foul invade. 

18. Light 

fometimes throw over their other garments; and which has 
a hood or cowl to it b . The Arab drefs was in all likeli¬ 
hood the fame in the days of Job as now : For thefe people 
are remarkable for not having changed their cuftoms for thefe 
three thoufand years The Roman fatyrift deferibes the 
adulterer juft as our facred poet has done here. 

Si nodlurnus adulter 

Tempora fantonico velas adoperta cuculld. 

Juv. Sat . viii. 144* 

If you Jlroll about the Jlreets a rank adulterer * with your head 
muffled in a Gallic hood. 

Ver, 16. In the dark they dig through hotfes ,] If I remem¬ 
ber right, the fenfible author of the Obfervations on divert 
Paffages of Scripture , &c. remarks on this paflage ; that their 
houfes being built of clay dried in the fun, it was eafy to 
force a way into them in this manner. But I rather ima¬ 
gine, that the expreflion is figurative; and is intended to 
exprefs dealing into the houfe of the adulterefs like a thief in 
the night. 

which they had marked\ &c.] fhey conceal themfelves in the 
day-time k . They dare not appear in fuch houfes in the 
day: For they know not the light, when they pradtife their 
lewd amours. 


h Shaw’s 'Travels , pi 226. 4W. 

1 Ockley’s Preface to an Account of Soutb-<weft Barbary . 

* v: 1 ? ionn dov which Symmnchus tranflaies « (T'p^uy.h 
9t[v^ec-w they hide themfelves as with a feal y i. e. they keep 

as clofe as if they were (hut up, and a feai put upon the door of 
the room. 

P * 
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iS. Light as a bubble on the rolling fea, 

II is povv’r fhould vanifli, and his glory flee : 
Curfe fhould his gardens and his fields purfue. 
Ne’er fhould his eye the flowing vintage view. 

19. On 

Ver. 18—20. lh is fivifty &c.] I do not apprehend that 
he here paileth to another vicious charadter. He declareth 
in thcie vcrles, if I miftake not, the punifhments which ought 
to overtake all the foregoing delinquents, and efpecially the 
adulterer. He had a particular abhorrence of the adulterer , as 
appears from chap. xxxi. 9, 10, 11, 12. The verfe before 
us fhould, I think, be turned ; 

Let him be as a light thing report the water r : 

Let their portion in the earth be accurfed: 

Let him not behold the way of the vineyards . 

Let him be as a light thing , &c.] The image which the fo¬ 
ci ed poet had in his thoughts feems to be the fame that the 
author of the JLifdom of Solomon has exprefled : For the hope of 
the ungodly is . . . like a thin froth that is driven away with 
theJform. Wrfd. v. 14. 

Let 


J E3VJ ^P) bp Lie is light upon the water ; tbufycf 

1 rt, lays the LXX. Symmachus renders 

i' jti a thing floating on the water, I have ventured to tranflate. 
Let him he as a light thing upon the water. The Arabians CXprefa 
their benedictions and imprecations in the pretertenfeinftead of the 
imperative mood : Thus they fay> he hath reigned , for let him reign ; 
Thou baft had an eafy labour , for tnayejl thou have an eafi labour ; 
and, thou haft not bad an eafy labour , for let not thy labour be eafy 
to thee . Pocock. Spec. Htjt . Arab . p. 56, $7, 337. The Syrians 
alfo fometimes ufed the preter tenfc for the imperative mood ; 
thus in the Syriac Teihment, 1 Cor. iv. 1. ewe have 

been accounted of ; for let us be accounted of. We likewife meet with 
feme examples in the Hebrew Bible of the imperative put for the 
preterite, as in Pfal. viii. r. * or 5 and of the prete¬ 
rite put for the imperative, as in Pfal. xxii. 22. Thou haft 

heard me, for hear thou me* See Bp. Hare’s note on Pfal* viii» 2* 
and xxii. 22, 
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19. On fuch, all fuch, the yawning ground fliouldclofe, 
As hot fands fwallow the difTolving fnows : 

20. Such, unremember’d by the parent womb. 
Should feaft the worm, hale vidtims of the tomb : 

Their 

Let 'their portion, &c.] I have followed the Septuagint, in 
tranflating this and the fubfequent member of the period in 
the imprecatory form m . 

Let him not behold , &c.] Or let him not behold the treading n 
of the vineyards , that is, fuch tranfgreffors ought not to enjoy 
the produce of the vineyards, or anv other felicity. The 
thought and turn of the expreflion refemble what Zophar 
had laid chap. xx. 17. “ Let him not fee the rivers , the foods , 
the brooks cf honey and butter. 

Ver. 19. The droughty &c.] Drought and heat fnatch array 
the fnow-water : fo fhould the grave thofe who have famed. 
According to our notions of juftice, a fwift and general de¬ 
duction, he fays, fhould fweep away from the earth fuch 
enemies to the peace of fociety. The image, by which he 
illiterates a fwift and utter deftrudlion, is very cxpreflive : 
The lhow which melts on the Arabian mountains at the ap¬ 
proach of fummer, rufhes down in torrents which are quickly 
fucked up by the burning fands of the valleys. See the de- 
feription in chap. vi. 15—18. 

The grave ] Sheol. It may here denote in general the region 
of death. See the Appendix, Numb. II. 

Ver, 20. The womb> &c.] This verfe flxongly paints an 
utter extermination. The verbs had better be translated in 
the imprecatory form, as the Latin Vulgate has rendered 
them : 

Let 


m KarapaOu?;, ava'PcLVHr,* 

n The verb was ufed in the tith verfe for treading the 

rwjne-prefs. The noun fubftantive in Syriac is applied to the tread- 
ing of corn, which was the eaftern way of threlhing it, in Lev it. 
xxvi. 5, 

p 3 
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Their hated names lhould die; Jike trees o’er- 
thrown, 

A fhiver’d ruin on the mountain ftrown, 

*1. Unhappy fhe, whofe fteril womb denies 
A filial patron in her paufe to rife: 

Unhappy 


Let the womb forget him , 

Let the worm feed fweetly on him , 

Let him be no more remembered , 

Let wickedntfs be broken as a tree. 

Or we may turn the verbs in Mr. Heath’s manner, The womb 
Jhould forget him , The worm Jhould feed , See. 

Let the womby &c.] What a ftrong idea do thefc expref- 
fions give us, of the deteftation due to the profligate charac¬ 
ters aforementioned ; and of the oblivion in which they 
fhouid be funk ? The mothers of fuch criminals Ihould for 
ever caft them out Qf their remembrance, afhamed to have 
given birth to thqfe monftrous productions. 

Let the worm Sic. ] Or, let his fweetnefs become corrup¬ 
tion. In either way of turning the fentcnce the meaning is, 
let him become the food of worms while his body is perfectly 
found ; that is, let him die in his full ftrength. Put I think 
pur verfion by far the jnoft poetical. 

Let wickednefsy &c.J His adverfaries had aflerted, that athe- 
iftical and profligate men are fuddenly and totally deftroyed ; 
like a tree that is torn up by a whirlwind or con fumed by 
lightning i\ Job here replies. It ought to be fo, but is not 
generally fo. 

Ver. if—24. fie evil intreatethy &c.] This remaining part 

of 


0 IpHE Our*Translators underflood it to be the verb in the 
preter icnfc ^put iur the fu f ure in the imperative fenfc, as 7p in 
yir. lo ) with the aflix of the third perfon Angular, methak-o . It 
ju.iy howrver be a noun, if we read motik-o , and be rendered 
fis J'lotef ntj.(, HOT is turnH the worm in ouj: verfion; but it ra- 
p.u iigtuhe^ corruption breeding worjn?* 

p Chap. xy. 30. 16, 
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Unhappy fhe, whofe folitary tear 
Bewails a guardian on a hufband’s bier: 

22. Each is the tyrant’s prey. His favage might 
Makes ev’n the ftrongeft tremble in his fight: 

Doubtful 


of the fpeeeh is exceedingly obfcure. The twenty-fccond 
verfe, however, feems plainly to defcribe a tyrannical prince 
who is a plague and terror to his people. The twenty-Hrfl 
verfe, therefore, fo elofely connected to it in fenfe and con- 
ftrudtion, is, I think, the beginning of the defeription. A 
tyrant falls upon the weak and defencelcfs, before he ventures 
to attack the great and powerful among his fubjedfs. 

It was very judicious to elefe a catalogue of enormities, 
which threaten deftruction to fociety, with tyranny When 
kings and fupreme magiftrates abufe their power, by ruining 
thofe whom it is their duty to protect, there feems an abfo- 
lute neceUity for the governor of the univerfe to interpofe. 
Strange then ! that even tyrants are allowed by providence to 
reign profperoufly and die in peace. 

Ver. 21. He evil intreateth % &c. ] The want of fome word 
of tranfition is one caufe of the obfeurity of this whole para¬ 
graph. We may tranflate, Another evil intreateth , &c. juft as 
our Tranflators fupply the word fome in ver. 2. fome rttauae 
the land-marks , 6cc. 

Ver. 22. He dravjcth , See. ] He pulleth down T alfo the mighty 
with his power: When he rifeth up 1 (to judge) there is no 
being jure of life . EzekieJ ftyles a tyrant the terror of the 

mighty . 


q run he evil intreateth ; rather, he devoureth t i. c. impove- 
fifties by his oppreflions. Mic. v. 5, 6. They Jball voafte 
they Jhall devour , depafeent) the land of Affyria with the fivord . 

r “| 2 ^D Retraxit y he draggeth dovon ; fo the Vulgate turns it: 
but the LXX. he overt hrovueth, Ezek. xxxii. 20. Draw 

her (pull her dovjn) and all her multitudes. Compare Pfal. xxviii. q. 

he rifeth up t to pafs fcntence of judgement; as in chap, 
xxxi. 14. Pfal, lxxxii. 8. 

P 4 
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Doubtful of life, they hang upon his breath. 

His brow is terror, and his voice is death. 

21, Yet fafe in hcavVs indulgence, bold in crime, 

24 • Th,efe mifcreams to height of glory climb, 

God looking on * In height of glory, fall 
Soft to a peaceful grave, the home of all: 

Sudden 

piighty 1 . Front a fpirit of jealoufy or avarice He invents 
accusations agaijift them, and then condemns them to death. 

Ver. 23- Though it be given hint, &c.] It is given* (per¬ 
mitted) to him (the tyrapt) to be in fif ty ; whereon he rcjleth : 
find his eyes (the eyes ot God) are upon their ways. It is ufual 
with this writer to mention the Supreme Being in this abrupt 
manner"'. God, he fays, fufFcrs thefe wretches tu continue 
in their profperity, and feen.s an unconcerned fpedlator of 
their cruelties and opprefiions. 

Ver. 24. They are exalted , &c.] We may tranflate and point 
this period as follows j 

They are exalted ; a little while and they are gone \ 

* After they are laid low 7 as all others , they are buried 1 ; 
And they are cut off as the tops of the ears of corn . 

Here 


* 


1 Ezek- xxxii. 27. 

u TXT it is given. The impcrfonal form Teems moll proper here, 
as well as pfJ.frO K 1 ? ( in ver. Z2.) there is no being Jure, 
v/ Chap, xxiii. 3. xxv. 2. xxvi- o. 

* *) after . So in Joihua vii. zj. and burned them with ftre y aftet 
they had ft entd then: with ft ones* Vid, Noldium. 

y ^ are i onju > fc» by death 1 his verb fignifies in 

the Syriac Tc an\cnt (Luk. iii. 5.) to level a hill. Our poet ufeth 
it in a metaphorical fenfe, in oppofttion to the exaltation in the 
firit lenience, they are levelled* 

x pyrjp*, literally, they areJhut up y i. e. in a fepulchre. Pfal. 

Ixxvii. 10 Hath he in anger Jhut up ( ^Dp ) his tender mercies ? 
Or we may fuppofe it fynonimous with the Syriac D£ 3 p to gather 
fip t or incfofe a dead body in bandages , in order to inter it j Adis v. 
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Sudden and foft, as when fome gentle hand 
Lops the tall ears that ripe for harveft ftand. 

25. Rife now, antagonift * who dares maintain 
My fafts are fallhoods, and my reas’nings vain ? 

Chap. 

XXV. 

I, 2. Bildad once more replies : To dictate law 
High on a throne fupreme, to hold in awe 

Superior 

Here the complaint is, that the wicked are advanced to great 
preheminence ; They are exalted : Secondly, that they are fa¬ 
voured with a death quick and ealy ; which is preceded by 
no reverfe of their profperitv, is brought on by no .difcafe, 
nor imbittered with fharp and lingering pains , a Jitilp while 
and they arc "we. Thi indulgent circumftancc is happily 
illuflrated, by the beautiful fimile which clofcth the period, 
they are cut ojj' as the tops of the cars of corn : 

And when they are brought to a level with all others by 
death, their bodies, inltcud of being expofed a prey to dogs 
and vultures, arc honoured with the rites of l'epulturc \ After 
they are brought Lvj as ethers , they are buried . 

CHAP. XXV. 

Th is fhort reply of Bildad reprefents, in a very lofty ftrain, 
the terrible majefty, fupreme dominion, and infinite perfection 
of the Deity. Thence he infers the infufferable arrogance 
of a creature fo frail and impure as man, to juflify hiinfclf 
to God and impeach the rectitude of his government. He 
infinuates, that Job had thus done; and probably intended 
to imp refs the ftanders-by with a pcrfuafion, that the foie 
point in difpute between Job and his opponents was \ “ Who 
was in the wrong, He, or God ?” 

This fpeech is no fort of anfwer to the faCfcs adduced in 
the foregoing chapter. They v/crc indeed undeniable, and 

on 
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-* 

Superior worlds, and order to maintain 
Through boundlefs regions of ethereal reign, 

3. Belongs to God. What numbers can define 
His winged armies, which around him Ihine ? 
Does not his glory fill thofe realms of day. 

And each bright feraph glitter with his ray ? 

4. To this grand Being lhall a mortal’s tongue 
Audacious fay, ct thy providence is wrong, 

“ My ways are equal ?” Shall a thing of dull 
AfTume the lofty attribute of juft ? 

5. Before 


on the principles of thefe antagonifls infolvablc. I therefore 
incline to think, that the poet put Bildad on making this lafl 
feeble effort; merely to give occafion to the triumph of Job 
in the fubfequent chapter. 

Ver. 2. He maketh peace] His eeleftial kingdom is preferved 
in order, peace, and felicity, by an abfolute and uuiverfal 
obedience to his laws. 

in bis high places] in the high heavens , as the Chaldee Para- 
phraft turns it. So it fignifies in chap xvi. 19. my witnefs is 
in heaven , and my record is in the high places . 

Ver. 3. his armies] his angels; who arc called the army of 
heaven , Dan. iv. 35. He doeth according to his will in the army 
of heaven , and among the inhabitants of the earth. 

upon whom doth not his light arife P] God is faid to cover 
himfcJf with light as with a gannent 3 ; and to dwell in the light 
which no man can approach unto b . His angels alio are ftyled 
flames of fire c : But their luftre is only a faint rcfle&ion of 
ills li'dit. It is he who maketh them flames of fire. 

o 


a Pfal. civ. 2. b 1 Tim. vi, 16. 

c Pfal, civ, 4. Hebrews i. 7. 
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5. Before his blaze the moon, abafli’d*,- retires * 
Before his blaze fade all the ftarry fires: 

6. Yet fhall pollution’s worm his beam endure ? 

The child of woman in his fight be pure ? 

Chap, 

XXVI. 

I? 2. Job anfwer’d keen : Incomparable tongue! 
The babe in knowlege, with fuch aid, howftrong! 

3. Light 

Ver. 5. Behold, &c.] The fading of the fun (included here 
among the ftars) and the moon when God appears in his 
vifible glory, is a circumffance by which the prophet Ifaiah 
heightens his grand defcription of the divine majefty : c Then 
the 7 noon jhall he confounded , and the fun ajhamed, when the Lord 
cf bojls Jhall reign in mount Zion . , . and before his ancients 
glorioufy. 

CHAP. XXVI. 

Job infults his retreating adverfary j then takes up the 
fubject fo imperfectly touched by him. For wnercas Bildad 
had fpoken oniy of God’s kingdom in heaven ; Job adds the 
counterpart, his kingdom in Hades , the world of death. 
Thence he afeends to the creation, the origin and foundation 
of divine dominion ; and finifheth with a difplay of forne 
illuftrious operations of providence for the benefit and pre- 
fervation of our fyflem. 

His defign in all this was not to make oflentation of his 
own fuperior eloquence : Schultens judicioufly remarks, that 
he had nobler views : He aimed to remove the ill imprcifions 
made on the audience by the fpeeches of his opponents, fie 
fhews them, that he firmly believed in the all-wife and al¬ 
mighty maker and governor of the world ; and had too great 
and venerating ideas of his adorable perfections to be capable 
of being an atheift, as Eliphaz had cruelly painted him ri , or 


d Chap. xxii. 12 — 20. 
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3. Light of the blind! what fluency ! what force ! 

What erudition beams in thy difcourfc! 

4. Of whom haft thou harangu’d ? whofe breath. 

has caft 

Such wond’rous wifdom from thy mouth at laft ? 

5, 6. God reigns above, beneath *, yea far below 

The deep abyfs, in dark abodes of woe : 

• Hades 

of entering into a conteft with fucli a formidable Being, as 
Bildad had injjjrioufly reprefented him c . 

Ver. 2-^-3. Ifoto hajl then helped , &c.J The irony here is 
ftrong and exceflively flinging. Tfoc expreflions are moft 
of them proverbial; and are intended to expofe the imper¬ 
tinent omcioufnefs of perfons, who without talents are vain 
enough to fet up for inftru£tors of others ; and to offer their 
afliftance where it is not wanted. 

and hajl plentifully declared, &c.] and how hajl thou Jljewn 
fulflantial fenfe f in abundance! He ridicules the futility of 
Bildad’s pompous harangue, as being nothing at all to the 
point in difpute. 

1 

Vcr. 4. To whom , &c.] Or, Of * whom hajl thou uttered 
words ? Thou haft prefumed to teach me how to conceive 
ami fpeak worthily of God. The fubjedt is too lofty for thy 
abilities, neither do 1 need thy inftrudtion in the matter. 

and whofe fpirit h , &c.] He laughs at him for giving him- 
fclf the airs of a pei fon who fpqkc by infpiration. 

Vcr. 5. Dead things^ &c.J Seized with a glorious enthu- 

fiafm. 


® Chap. xxv. 

f irtsnn is engliflied found wifdom in Prov. ii. 7. He layetb 
up found wifdom for the righteous, and again in Prov. iii. 21. keep 
found wifdom \ LXX. (*V, v counfel. 

R ntt *f or eomerning, 1 Sam. xii. 7 that I may reafon with 
you of all the righteous ads of the Lord . Mr. Heath. 

h rwj Wc turn it in chap, xxxii, 8. infpiration \ the infpira* 
tio.: rt the Almighty giveth them under funding* 
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Hades and regions of perdition lie 
UnveiPd, and naked to his flaming eye : 

There 

fiafm, he breaks out all at once in a magnificent defcription 
of God’s almighty power and univerfal dominion. In this 
and the following verfe, he difplays God's terrible kingdom 
in Sbecly The region of the dead j that is, the grave and the 
manfions of departed fouls. The tranflation I think (hould 
be, 

Ver. 5. 77 ; 1? Giants are in anguiJI) under the waters , 
together with their families . 

Vcr. 6. Sheet is naked before him, 

and definition hath no coverings v 

7 he Giants h ] The mighty men of renown in the old world, 
who filled the earth with violence, and perifhed by the de¬ 
luge. The punifhment of thofe wicked men in Sheol is here 
mentioned, I imagine, as a fample and proof of the fufferings 
of all other bad men in that invifiblc world. 

are in anguifh *] or are trembling . 

under 


h ihe Rephaim, rendered by the Chaldee f h* 

giants, or the mighty men ; by Symmachus thofe nvba 

warred again]} God ; by the Vulgate Gigantes. 

It is fynonimous with Nepbilim and Emim who were a race of 
men of great itaturc and a terror to all others. Gen. vi. 4, 13. 
Numb. xiii. 33. Deut. ii. 10, 20. 

Hence tyrannical princes came to be Ityled Rephaim; not indeed 
on account of their huge bulk, but for their caufing terror by the 
power of their arms in the land of the living. Jiaiah fpeaking of 
the king of Babylon fublimely fays, Hell , (Shed) from beneath is 
moved for thee to meet thee at thy coming; it Jiirreth up the dead 
(Rephaim) for thee y even all the chief ones cf the earth ; it hath vaiftd 
U P f r f m their thrones all the kings of the nations . Compare Ezek, 
xxxii. 21,23. It Ihouid feem alfo from Prov. ix. 18. that the 
manes , or ghofts, of all wicked men were called Rephaim : But he 
hnoweth not that the dead (Rephaim) are there , and that her (the 
harlot’s) guefis are in the depths of hell (Sheol) : Likewifc, Prov. 
xxi. 16. in the congregation of the dead (Rephaim LXX. y\ ya.-srmd) 

1 it is turned by the Chaldee 1 who are 

trembling ; by the Vulgate gemtrif, they groan. If the root be 

it 
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There the old giants feel his wrath, and there 
All wicked ghofts are trembling with defpair. 

7. He 

tender the Waters'] I fuppofe he means the abyfs, or fubter- 
raneous waters ; which our poet calls the fprings of the fea, 
and places thereabouts the gates of the fhadow of death k , that 
is, the entrance into Sheol. The expreilion under, or from be¬ 
neath, the waters is equivalent, but more explicit, to the depths 
cf Sheol Prov. ix. 8. and to Sheolfrom beneath in Ifaiah xiv. 9. 
and to the lowefl part of Sheol, in Deut. xxxii. 22. where our 
englifh biblc turns it the lowefl hell 1 . For a fire is kindled in 
mine anger, and Jhall burn unto the lowefl hell . In conformity 
to this popular creed of the ancients about the fituation of 
Sheol, and in particular of that portion of it which is allotted 
to wicked fouls m , St. Luke calls the proper habitation of the 
devils the abyfs R -, and St. John the pit of the abyfs 

together with their families p] Or, and their felloWs ; thofe 
who dwelled on the earth at the fame time with them. 

Ver. 6. Sheol is naked, &c.J The meaning is flot merely 

that 


it is the word by which the prophet exprefleth the fufferings of the 
Mefliah, Ifaiah liii. 5. where our bible tranflates it be was wounded . 
But in Deut. ii. 25. where it is in the conjugation Kal, we render 
it to be in anguijh : and in Habak. iii. 10. where it is in bipbil, it 
is englifhed to tremble : The mountains faw thee , and they trembled . 

The word will likewile mean to be in a ftate of fuffering, if we 
derive it from t0 pierce or wound, Pfal. cix. 22 % my heart is 

•wounded within me. 

k Chap, xxxviii. 16, 17. 

1 rmnn Viw 

n Some of the Jewifh Rabbis place Gehenna under the waters, 
which waters they fuppofe to be lower than the earth, and the 
earth to float in them like a (hip. Vid. Windet de vita funflorum 
ftatu, p. 243. 

n Luke viii. 31* the deep , tw ati/sv&y* 

0 Revel, ix. 1. the bottomlefs pit , ts <p%ia.T of tik vacn the pit of 

the abyfs. Compare, Revel, xx. 2, 3. 

p DrVWlKH their- families . So the word flgnifles in Arabic* 
their domeflics , Vid. Pocock. in Carm . Fegrai, p. 18. 

But Symmachus turns it, n y*»ro and their neighbours* 
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7. He o’er the void heaven’s lofty arch extends, 

His arm the earth’s unwieldy mafs fufpends, 

S. Self-pois’d, on nothing. High in liquid air. 

His floating aquedu&s their burden bear ; 

So firm fuftain’d, with fuch ftrong prefllire bound, 
Their pendent waters burfl: not on the ground. 

9. When 

that the region of death lies in profpeft to him; but that 
it is under his eye as part of his dominion. Death is the 
effect of his moral kingdom : and the confequences of death, 
the deftru£tion of the body in the grave and the difpofal of 
unbodied fouls in Sheol, are operations of his power. 

Ver. 7. He Jiretcheth out , &c.] The Poet now brings us 
out of the realms of darknefs and fcenes of putrefadlion, to 
contemplate the glories of the creation 5 the origin and fub- - 
je& of divine dominion. 

He Jiretcheth out the north , &c.] The fouth in chap. ix. 9- 
means the fouthern hemifphere of the heavens. By the north 
therefore he here intends the northern half of the heavens. 
The expreflion he Jiretcheth out is that which the hebrew poets 
generally ufe, when they celebrate the formation of the hea¬ 
vens. It is a metaphor from a fuperb pavilion. Ifaiah xl. 
22. It is he . . . that Jiretcheth out the hcazvns as a curtain , and 
txtendeth them as a tent to dwell in, 

upon nothing ] without any thing to fupport it, as the Chaldee 
explains the Hebrew word. Ovid^ quoted here by Grotius, 
Jiit upon this great idea : 

Terra pilse fimilis nullo fulcimine nixa. 

The earth hanging like a hall without any fupporter . 

And earth felf-balanc’d on her center hung. Milton. 

Ver. 8. He lindeth up, &c.] He here refers to the work 
of the fecond day of creation ; the formation of the atmo- 
fphere, and the clouds to float in it. This verfe, in fhort, 
comprehends the whole procefs of almighty power in making 
the air, raifuig the watry vapours, condenfing them into 

clouds. 
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9. When empty fountains, and the.with’ring plains, 
Afk the full bev’rage of nutritious rains; 

The fplendors of his fapphire throne he fhrouds, 
"With watry vapours, and a veil of clouds. 

10 . Old Ocean, bounded by his circling line. 
Reveres the limits which his laws define i 


And 

clouds, and fuftaining them iil that form by a due balance 
of their preffure with that of the fluid in which they fwim, 
fo as their contents may not burft all at once upon the earth. 

the cloud is not rent, &c.] as it was at the deluge, when the 
clouds burft in torrents upon the earth for the fpace of forty 
days. 

Ver. g. He holdeth back the face of his throne ] He Jlmtteth * 
up the face of his throne . The heaven, or fky, is ftylcd in 
Scripture the throne of God r ; which he flmtteth up by Spread¬ 
ing his clouds upon it. We are here prelentcd with the fame 
fcenc of nature which is described in chap, xxxvi. 32. with 
clouds he covereth the light , and commandcth it not to Jhine , by the 
cloud that cometh betwixt. This is the magnificent preparation 
and fignal of Providence for the defeent of fruitful ftiowers 
on the thirfty ground. Pfal. cxlvii. 8. who covereth the heaven 
with clouds , who preparcth rain for the earthy who maketh grafs 
to grow upon the mountains . Cloud-affetnbling Jove * is one of 
the lofty titles which Homer gives to the fupremc Being. 

Ver. 10. He hath cotnpaffed the waters, &c.] From the at- 
mofphere, which furrounds this terraqueous globe, he pafieth 
naturally to the ocean ; which more immediately encom- 
pafleth the earth. Mr. Heath’s verfion preferveth more ex¬ 
actly 


*i he fhuttcih up. So in Nehem. vii. 3. let them Jhut the 

doors . Schultens. The Syriac is ufed in the fame fen fe 

Rev. xx. 3. And caji him into the bottomhfs pit , and Jhut him up 9 
nnw See alfo Rev. xxi. 25. 
r iiaiah lxvi. 1. 

5 Ns£*a r,y:(sra 
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And lhall revere them, till the rolling light 
Fulfil its periods and is loft in night. 

11. Yet, when his anger bids the thunder roar. 

And his fierce lightnings flafh from fhore to fhore; 

Heav’n’s 

I* * 

*a£By the image chofen by the infpired writer, He hath de¬ 
fer ibed a circle 1 on the face of the waters . The powerful de¬ 
cree, or law, which God gave to the fea, that the waters 
Ihould not pafs his commandment, determined the limits of 
that immenfe body of water with as much precifion, and 
keeps it within thofe precincts as exadtly, as if a circle had 
been drawn round it. 

until the day and night , &c.] Or according to the Chaldee, 
until the end u of the light and darknefs * By exprefling the 
consummation of all things in this manner, the poet turns 
our thoughts to another wonderful operation of Providence 
the conftant viciflitudes of day and night: and this leads us 
up to the immediate natural caufe of that viciflitude, the di¬ 
urnal revolution of the earth. 

Ver. ii—13. The pillar x, &c.] His mention of the atmo- 
fphere and ocean fuggefts to his thoughts thofe terrible com¬ 
motions in both, which feem to threaten the di Ablution of 
the whole frame of nature and the reduction of all things to 
their original confufion. This gives him cccnfion to cele¬ 
brate the wifdom and power of God in {tilling rhefe tumult, 
and reftoring the order he at the firft eflablifhed. 

Tlu 


1 pn h e hath deferibed a circle . or JHIT which our 

bible translation renders bounds , fip-nifes a circle, or rather i:s cir- 
cumference; chap. xxii. 14. where it is cngiiihed tlje circuit; 
Ifaiah xl. 22. where it is turned the circle. pH he hath Lonipnjfd, 
(according to our public verfion) fignifies to draw letters, to write, 
chap. xix. 23. O that they were primed (inferibeti) in a Look ! See 
alfo Ifaiah xxx. 8. note (inji rile) it in a beck. V/hen therefore 
this verb is joined with it molt naturally means to dta\ v, or 
deferibe, a circle . 

“ n’^Dn. Targ. mo the end, 

Q_ 
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Heav’n’s column’d frame with vaft amazement 
quakes, 

12. Wild horror the tumultuous ocean lhakes : 

Through 

The pillars of heaven tremble , &c.] I incline to think with 
Calvin, that the figurative expreflion, the pillars of beav<m y 
reprefents the heavens under the idea of an immenfe fabric 
fupported on (lately columns. Their trembling and ajlonijh- 
ment is the animated ftyle of fublime poetry, to denote violent 
concuflions of the air and agitation of the clouds. The 
caufe is God’s reproof \ that is, thunder, lightning, and tem- 
pefluous winds ; which are reprefented, by the heathen as 
well as facred poets, effedls and tokens of God’s difpleafure 
at the fins of men. 

Ver. 12. he divideth the fea y &c.J A ftorm at fea, pro¬ 
duced by thofe violent commotions in the atmofphere, and 
the laying of the ftorm, are painted here. Both are effects of 
divine agency. The firft fentencc of the period, I think, 
exprefteth the calm ; and the other the ftorm. For according 
to the moil judicious interpreters the tranflation fliould be. 

He quieteth w the fea by his power , 

IVhen by his underjlanding he hath dajhed 
together x the proud f waves. 

We 


w yr\ lxx. xctTiiravo-'z he quieteth . Our bible tranflation ren¬ 
ders it to ref in jer. xlvii. 0. 0 thou fjuord of the Lord . . . ref 
and It fill* And likewiie in Ifaiah xxxiv. 14. The learned Dr. 
Jhum hath eflablilhed this import of the word, and confirmed it 


by the Arabic. Vid. Lowthi i’r<eleft. p. io.l. n. 

x VHD Symachus turns it he dvjheth together , and the 

LXX. m II Sam. *xii 3y. 0,\«w to dafh in piecet . In Arabic it 


fiignifies, as Schultens has (hewn, to agitate a fluid violently , the 
water in a well, for inhance, by plunging a bucket into it; or 


milk, by lhaking violently the veflcl that contains it. See his 
Commentary and his Qrigines Hebr. 

y the formidable pride , or the proud and formidable waves, 

torgueil deJet JloU as Crinloz turns it. It is engliihed the proud in 
chap. ix. 13, where it imports both haughtinefs and power. In 

Arabic 
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Through his great pow’r, with huge commotion rife 
The mountain billows foaming to the fkies. 

13, His drying gale refines heav’n’s troubled fcene. 
Renew’d in beauty fmiles the blue ferene * 

The 

We meet with a parallel paflage in Ifaiah li. 15. Jam the 
Lord thy God who quieteth the fea , when the waves thereof 
roar. 

Ver. 13. By his fpirit , &c.] If I miftake not, the firft 
member of this period defcribeth a bright and ferene Iky, in 
oppofition to its troubled ftate in ver. 11. and the fecond the 
floating of large and dead fifhes on the furfacc of the fea, 
the effect of the ftorm ajid calm in ver. 12. 

By his fpirit he hath garnifhed^ &c.] According to this ver- 
fion we are fent back a^ain to the creation of the heavens 
mentioned ver. 7. But furely if this had been the poet’s 
fentiment, he would have inferted it immediately after that 
Seventh verfe. The original will admit of a tranflation, 
which defcribeth the ftate of the heavens after laying the 
tempeft in ver. n, 12. 

By his wind 7 ' the heavens become ferene a . 

The Iky is cleared of clouds by a drying wind, and the fun 
fhineth out again in his glory. Chap, xxxvii. 21. And now 
men cannot look on the lujlre which is in the fhy , when the wind 

hath 


Arabic it generally denotes terror. Egypt is Riled Rahab in ferip- 
ture, becaufe it was a haughty and formidable power. But there 
is no evidence that Egypt had this appellation in the days of Job. 

z inro by his windy as in chap, xxxvii. z\. the wind pajjcih 
and cleanfeth them \ and in many other places. 

a It may be a noun fubiiantive, and fo be rendered 

ferenityy as Mr. Heath obferves. Or it may be a verb in pibei and 
then it fignifies to be ferene , or to make ferene . In Arabic this 
word, as Schultens remarks, is particularly applied to the whitemfs 
and c/earnefs of the fey. It is ufedby the. elegant Harir of a beau¬ 
tiful woman unveiling and Ihining out to her admirers. Harir 
ConfeiT. v. p. 95. n. In Chaldee, beauty, and 

beautiful , Targ. in ch. xlii. 14, 15. 

1 Q - 2 
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The billows meekly, at his voice, fublide. 

And wrecks of xnonfters float along the tide. 

14. Thefe 

hath pajfed and cUanfed it. By means of the north wind (clean- 
ling the heaven of clouds) the golden fun cometh forth. 

Sic ait, et di&o citius tumida zequora placat, 
Colle&afque fugit nubes, folemque reducit. 

i^Eneid. 1. 146. 

The firfl: line may ferve for a tranflation of the firft fentence 
of ver. 12. in our author. He in a moment quieteth the fea by 
his power : Virgil fays, he quieteth the jwelling fea fooner than 
he could utter the command . 

The colleStafque—nubes exprefleth the collection of clouds 
which the Almighty fpreadeth over his throne ver. 9. ; and 
the chafing them away (fugit) and caufing the fun to break 
out again (folemque reducit) is the very image in this 13th 
verfe, by his wind the heavens become ferene , or f ine out with 
clear nefs . 

His hand hath fonned , &c.] The appearance of the jky, af¬ 
ter laying the forementioned ftorm, is the fubjeCl of the 
former claufe. It is reafonable to expeCf that the appearance 
which the fea prefents, is contained in this claufe. The 
paflage is extremely obfeure. But our expectation is gra¬ 
tified, and the connexion well preferred, by the interpretation 
which Schultcns offers. According to that penetrating Critic, 
the words exprefs the deftru&ion made among the fea-mon¬ 
gers by the ftorm, and neceflarily imply the floating of their 
carcafies on the furface of the water in the enfuing calm. 
Let us fee how the original will bear this meaning. The 
tranflation may be, 

His hand fayeth b the bar-ferpent c . 

The 


b r\bbr\ Thebible tranflation is, his hand hath formed ; the 
Chaldee, created ; but the LXX. followed by the Syriac, £&a»fZTcdo-s 
he flew. This flgnification feems beft adapted to the context. 
Our Tranflators were obliged to render the adjective, derived from 
this verb, theflain % in Ezek. xxxii. 21, 22, 23, See. 

e JT"Q VD 2 ftrangely rendred here in oar bible the crooked 

ftrpent % 
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14. Thefe arc his ways, in thefe exterior lines 
What wonders open! and what glory Ihines ! 

Yet, 

The word ferpent , fays the learned Gataker d , is in the 
hebrew a general term common to all Hying creatures, in 
water or on land, that glide along In the one, and on the 
other, with a wriggling kind of motion, without ufe of feet 
or fins. The bar-ferpent is fome large fiih. It is one of the 
defcriptive chara£lers of Leviathan in the pailage cited from 
Ifaiah in the note below : who alfo there calls it the dragon, 
that is, the great ferpent of the fea. If by the fea the prophet 
means the Nile, which is fometimes fo called. Leviathan, the 
bar-ferpent , is the crocodile. But if the fea fignifies the Me¬ 
diterranean, the bar-ferpent is that other Leviathan which is 
mentioned in Pfalm civ. 25, 26, and which probably is the 
turmie: for the tunnie is the largeft filh in that fea, is of the 
whale kind e , and the biggefl fifh, we may fuppofe, that Job 
and our poet were acquainted with. By God 5 s flaying the 
bar-ferpent feems, from the connection, to be meant his dafh- 
ing them againft the rocks, and deft toying them in the ttorm 
mentioned ver. 12. 

The Pfalmift thought fuch a grind fea-piece to be a mag¬ 
nificent difptay of divine power : for he made choice of it as 
a proper emblem of the deftruefciun of Pharaoh and his army 
in the Red Sea. 

Pfalm Ixxiv. 13, 14. Thou did ft divide the fea by thyflrengtb : 
Thau brakefl the heads of the dragons in the waters. L'bau brakefl 
the heads of Leviathan in pieces, and gavefl him to be meat to the 
people inhabiting the unldernefs. 

The 




firpent , and in the Vulgate coluber tertuefm . ( or 

for the plural is ) fignihes a bar. perhaps f-aitnefs of 

fhape, as well as penetrating force, is intended by this epithet. 
Our Tranflators however have turned it much better, the piercing 
ferpent in Ifaiah xxvii. 1. Leviathan, that piercing Jtrpent . The 
Scptuagint gives it here thi*£ is, the fugitive J rv ' 

pent, $ivy^Tz, in If. xxvii. 1. 

d See his Annotations on Ifaiah xxvii. 1. 
e See Mr. Merrick’s Annotations on Plat, Ixxiv. 13, 14.. 

0.3 
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Yet, beyond thefe, what endlefs wonders grow ! 
For who the thunder of his might can know ? 


Chap. 

XXVII. 

I* He paus’d •, and then purfu’d his conqu’ring 
ft rains : 

2. By him. Eternal Potentate, who reigns 

Above; 


The reader it is hoped, will pardon the length of this 
note, when he confiders the difficulty of the pafTage which it 
aims to explain. 


Ver. 14. Lo , thefe are parts , &c.J Lo, thefe are the extreme i 
J )firts r of his ways , and what a fcries of noble things 6 have we 
hektd of him ! hue the ihunc.er of his power , &c. 

This is a ihbhmr coorluf on nf a fublime difeourfe. We 
arc. acquainted only wk'.i ,: -e fur face ouihiKS of the 

works of <700. Tlieic inceed are : hut the rhunder of 

hi j pdiJ-:r+ the higher exertions 01 his power., in the internal 
natural boh it wi the whole uim or their pro- 

ami manner of,their operation, are maulers far be- 


n o 

urucLore ' 


peril 
yont 


L > 


1 


rca. 


Among the Greeks, when a great orator exerted the powers 
of his eloquence in their full flrength, he was faid to thunder . 
The Arabians were no ftrangers to this lofty metaphor h . 


CHAP. XXVII. 

The foregoing chapter treated chiefly of God’s dominion 
over the material world. Here the difeourfe turns to his moral 
kingdom, or providence ; I mean that branch of his pro¬ 
vidence which had been the fubjedt of altercation between 

Job 


f JY«p the outlines, Mr. Heath. 
e "Q 1 f° r f ee the note on chap. iv. iz # 

fignifies not only a <word $ but alfo a thing, or matter . 

K Schultens. 
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Above; who judgement in my caufe delays, 
And who my foul imbitters with his ways, 

3.1 fwear; that while this bofom fhall inhale 
The nurture of his animating gale ; 

4. Falfhood 

Job and the three friends, the ways of God toward wicked men 
in the prefent Jlate. He had all along maintained, in oppo- 
fition to the others, that this world is not the feene of a 
regular diftribution of good and evi!, that virtue is often 
opprefled and vice triumphant; and that the major part of 
wicked men go unpunifhed here, and even grow hoary in 
affluence and eafe, and at length die in peace K But now, 
having reduced his opponents to filence, he frankly owns, 
there are fome examples of fuch fort of divine vengeance on 
bad men in the prefent life as they had aflerted. Left, how¬ 
ever, this acknowledgement fhould be conftrueda giving up 
the caufe to his antagonifts, and fubferibing to thejr condemn¬ 
ation of him ; he prefaceth his coneeffion with a folemn de¬ 
claration of his innocence, of his refolution to defend it with 
his lateft breath, and of his abhorrence of a wicked charac¬ 
ter which they had endeavoured to fix upon him. 

Ver. 1. His parable ] His poetical ftrain; or his com¬ 
manding eloquence, as the ingenious Mr, Peters k explains 
the original term. 

Ver. 2. As God liveth, &c.] The folemnity and vehemence 
of this oath charafterife the warmth and emotion of the 
fpeaker. It alfo fliews the aftonifhing force of innocence 
oppreded by affliction anJ calumny ; and gives a fublimc idea 
of the fenfe a good man has of the incftimable value uf vir¬ 
tue, and of his own felicity in the pofieflion of it. 

who hath taken away 1 my judgement J that is, refulbth to do 
me juftice. Thefe are harfh exprefflons indeed, but not 

more 


1 Chap. ix. 22—24. Chap. xii. xxi. xxiv. 
k Critical OiJJirtation, p. 45. 

1 L fignifies to put away, or remove, ver. 5. I noil’ nut 

remove my integrity from me, 

Q-4 
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4. Falfhood and guile fhall ne’er employ my tongue 
To flatter you, and my own confcience wrong: 

5. To juftify your part, my own betray, 

6. Forbid it, Heav’n ! Firm to the mortal day 

ni 

more harfh than thofe in chap. ix. 17. x. 3. I have how¬ 
ever followed the fofter turn given to them by Codurcus, 
IVho hath fufpended my trial . But the words even thus qua¬ 
lified are a complaint, and carry in them a reflection on the 
juftice of God which merited Elihu’s caftigation chap, xxxiv. 

5 — 7 * 

my judgement] "Judgement here fignifies the trial in general^ 
or the pajjing fentence, which finifheth the trial. 

Vcr. 4. wickednef — deceit] Thefe are general terms for all 
kinds of iniquity and falfhood. But they are limited by the 
tenor of the difeourfe to the particular crimes of calumny 
and falfe accufation : that is, a man’s calumniating and 
falfelv accufmg himfclf. He means, that he docs not intend, 
by the concefflon he was about to make, to confefs guild 
whereof he was not confcious. 

Vcr. 5. God forhidy &c.] God forbid that 1 Jhould jufeify 
yoUy in your notion of the courfe of providence; much lefs 
in your condemnation of me grounded upon that falfe prin¬ 
ciple. No ; I will not to my dying day part with my claim 
to the character of an honeft man ; till I die I will not re¬ 
move my integrity from me, 

Vcr. 6. My righteoufnefs I hold fafe m y See.] I will be as 
tenacious of my innocence as a good foldicr is of his fhield. 

My heart J))all not reproach n me y &c.] My own confcience 

has 


m ♦nprnn Pfal. XXXV. 2. Take hold of ( pfnH ) jhield and 
buckler . Schultens. 

“ fprv nV hath net reproached me fence my life began , or in 
all tny life ( )■ The future is here ufed for the pretcr tenfe. 

Accordingly the Vulgate turns it, Ncrjue enim reprehendit me cor 
meum in omni vita me a . 
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I’ll hold my virtue, nor abate my zeal 
In ftrong apology and bold appeal: 

My heart, which never yet a cenfure knew 
From its own voice, difdains reproach from you, 

7. Wicked, profane —thofe hateful names bellow. 
Word execration, on my deadly foe: 

8. The wicked Great—although his eyes behold 
His boundlefs treafures of unrighteous gold : 
What can he hope, when ftern decrees expell 
His trembling fpiiit from its earthy {hell ? 

9. Ill 

has never yet upbraided me with any wickednefs : and I am 
fure, it never {hall upbraid me with the wickednefs of fub- 
fcribing to your verdict againft me. 

as long as / live °] throughout )ny life . It denotes the whole 
time of a man’s life, in chap, xxxviii. 12. Haft thou com¬ 
manded the morning fence thy days p f that is, in any part of 
thy life-time. 

Ver. 7. Let mine enemy % &c.] Here he exprefTeth, in very 
ftrong terms, his abhorrence of a wicked character; which 
the three antagonifts had endeavoured to fix upon him. He 
gives h.s reafon in the three following verfes, for detefting 
fuch a character. 

Ver. 8. For what is the hope of the hypocrite r , See.] For 
what is the hope of a profeigatc , hypocrite here is evidently 

of the fame import with wicked and unrighteous in the fore¬ 
going verfe. 

though 


0 *3*3 p 

*1 LXX, Let my enemies be as the overthrow of the ungodly ; and 
thofe that rife up againfe me, as the dejlruftion of tranfgrejjors . 

1 LXX. ccj -£% c , ungodly, the Chaldee renders CUpl throughout 
this book a f a lfe accufer. Mr. Heath tranflates it here 

a hypocrite, but every where elfe a profligate , 
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5. In that hard inftant, will lus piteous cry 
Pierce the deaf ear of angry Deity ? 

10 . Will he then triumph in almighty pow’r. 
Unfought, unheeded in the profp’ring hour ? 

11. Attend, 

though he hath gained •] though he has been ever fo fuc- 
cefsful in accumulating wealth, and enjoyed it throughout 
a long life c . 

Wl)en God taketh away his foul] Is there not in this verfe a 
clear intimation of a future ftate of punilhment and reward ? 
The queftion what is the hope , See. obvioufly imports, that 
the happinefs of the moft profperous wicked man endeth with 
his life. The queftion feemeth alfo to imply, not merely 
that he hath no felicity to hope for in another world, but 
further that he will there be miferable. It certainly implies 
that a righteous man hath hope in his death. 

Will God hear his cry y &c.] His cries to God for mercy 
will then be unavailing. See Prov. i. 24—21. 

Ver. 10. Will he delight himfelf &c.] This verfe feems to 
aflign the reafon of God's being inexorable to him : For the 
tranilation may be. 

Did he delight himfelf n in the Almighty ? 

Did he always call w upon God ? 

To delight one's felf in the Almighty fignifies to feek his fa¬ 
vour 


* yjy The LXX. turn it rr tyt' * n hahendo exfuperat he hath 
an overabundance ; the other Greek verfions (fays Oly mpiodorus) 
ttIsqviktu he hath more than enough ; the Vulgate, Ji auare rapiat 
if he greedily heap up riches by rapine , 

* Chap. xxi. 

u Jijy/V did he delight himfelf ? 

w ftHp* did be call? The future and the preterite of the hebrew 
verbs were probably aorifts in the primitive date of the language ; 
and are to be rendered in the prefenr, part, or future tenfe, as ihe 
context requires, - See Michaelis on Bp. Lowth’s Prelections, 
p. 78. 8vt. 
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li. Attend, while I my inmoft thought rev-eal 1 
Juft to the ways of God I’ll none conceal: 
j2. Perfift to credit what your eyes atteft; 

Why trifle you in proving things confeft ? 


13. There are, I yield, fome dire examples giv’n,' 
Some chofen viftims of the wrath of heav’n 

14. Some 

your as our fupreme felicity He who does fo will be a 
fincere wor/hipper of him; not only in a time of diftrefs, 
but throughout his whole life. See Pfalm xxxvii. 4. 

Ver. 11, 12. I will teach you , &c.] What is he going to 
teach them ? fomewhat relating to the adminiftrations of pro¬ 
vidence, which he calls the hand of God ; I will teach you con¬ 
cerning the hand of God f . But what does he mean to teach 
them concerning thofe adminiftrations ? not furcly what they 
had been teaching him ; namely that great wicked men are 
generally overtaken by divine vengeance in the prefent world. 
He had proved this pofition to be falfe. By teaching , there¬ 
fore, he means not concealing that which is with * the Almighty ; 
that is, not fupprefling the meafures which the Almighty 
purfues towards fome tyrannical princes and families in the 
prefent ftate. Thus, confiftently with his former uflartion 
of a promifeuous diftribution of good and evil % and of the 
worldly felicity of multitudes of bad character* u • he ac¬ 
knowledged that there are examples enow of God’s vindic¬ 
tive juftice here, to deter him and every one elfe from follow¬ 
ing fuch evil courfes. 


* See chap. xxii. 26. 

y *] y 2 , The prepofition ^ fignifies of or concerning in chap. xxvi. 
14. houj Utile a portion is heard of him ? See Noldius. By the 
hand of Cod is meant the operation of his power in his works of 
creation and providence. 

7 See chap, xxiii. 14. 
a Chap. ix. 22. xii. 17, 
b Chap. :<xi 7, &c* 
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14. Some lofty tyrants, from whofc fatal bed 
A race increafing for the fword is bred: 

Vagrant and flarving fee the downward line; 

ip* S?e the laft thin remains their breath refign. 
Without a folemn dirge, without a bier. 
Without a grave, without a widow’s tear. 

16. Where lie the filyer heaps, and purple diet. 

The proud progenitor’s extorted prize ; 

17. Amafs’d as dull ? A worthier lineage wears 
The robes of purple, and the filver heirs. 

18. Wretch! as a moth, that ravages the looms. 
Weaves her frail bow’r, and, as (he weaves, con- 

fumes ; 



1 

Ver. 14. If his children % &c.] Statius introduceth the un¬ 
happy Oedipus thus apoftrophifing one of the Furies, 

—natofque tibi, feis ipfa, paravi. Theb. i. 97. 

*11)014. thy felf knowejl , that I have brought up children for thy 
vengeance. Hiftory furnifheth fcveral examples of this kind. 
They fupplied fubjc&s to the tragic poets. 

Ver. 15. fljall be buried in death] Or by deaths that is, they 
fhali have no burial. 7"he mode of expreflion is Angular 
and forcible. It probably comprehends all thofc tragical cir- 
cumftanccs which arc accumulated in Jerem. xvi. 4. They 
Jhall die of grievous deaths , they Jhall not be lamented , neither 
Jhall they be buried: but they Jhall be as dung upon the face of 
the earthy and they Jhall be eon fumed by the fvuordy and by famine , 
and their car cafes jhall be meat for the fowls of heaven , and for 
the beajls of the earth . 

Ver. 18. as a moth] He who buildeth his fortunes and 

greatnefs 


c Compare Hof. ix. 13. Ephraim Jhall bring forth his children to 
the murderer. 


chap.xxvii. the book of job. 23? 

Or as the hireling warder of the vines 

His green booth, lodging of a fummer, twines j 

With like vain toil, for a like fleeting date. 

He builds his grandeur, and enjoys his ftate: 
sg. Wealthy he lays him down, no more to rife. 

He wakes, he fees the glitt’ring fteel, he dies. 

20. But O the terrors, which, that night, invade 
His foul, and drive him to infernal fhade ! 

Suddert 

greatnefs by methods of injuftice, is fuch a builder as the 
moth ; which, by eating into the garment wherein it makes 
its habitation, deftroys its own dwelling. The fimile repre- 
fents the oppreffor as working ruin to his own unrighteous 
acquifitions. 

as a booth ] The fimile of the booth illuftrates the fhort 
duration of fuch men’s profperity. A booth was an extempore 
hut made of boughs and reeds : It ferved for a fhelter from 
the violent heat to the fervant who guarded the fummer 
fruits, when nearly ripe, from the birds, and other creatures 
of prey. As Toon as the harveft or vintage was over, it was 
taken down or fuffered to perifh of itfelf d . 

Ver. 19. The rich man Jhall lie down] He jhall lie down (on 
his bed) a rich man , but Jhall no ?nore e . It is for the lajl time, 
as Mr. Heath turns the original. He continueth indeed in 
his profperity fo long as he liveth : But then his death is 
fudden and terrible, in the night, and probably by aflaflina- 
tion. He is awakened by the noife of the confpirators rufh- 
ing in upon him, but he openeth his eyes only for a moment 
to fee his own deftru&ion ; and then clofeth them for ever. 
So Mr. Heath well explains he openeth his eyes and he is not . 

Ver. 20—23. Terrors , &c.] I think thefe verfes are an 

ampli- 


d This cuftom is ftill kept up in Barbary. Shaw’s Travels, 

p. 134to. 

LXX. a TTpofftoviati he Jhall not add ; viz. to lie down ; 
he Jhai lie down no more. They read Fp* jofip . So chap, xxxiv. 32. 
Ij l have done iniquity, I will do fo no more, flpjf 
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Sudden and furious like a midnight flood; 

Fierce as the ftorm which tears the mountain wood: 
—2 3. Upon him all at once the ftorm is caftj 

Boift’rous and burning as an eaftern blaft: 

Fain 


amplification of his fudden and terrible death ; and not a 
reprefentation of his punifliment in another world. For firjl , 
Job had told his opponents, ver. 12. that he was going to 
/peak of what themfelves had feen. fecondly y the image, ver. 
ao. of the tempejl foaling him away in the night is proper to 
exprefs a fudden and violent death in the night; but has no 
affinity with the punifhments of a future ftate. And thirdly i 
all that the tempeft and the torrent effedt is, hurling him out 
tf his place , ver. 21 . which muft be underftood of fending 
him out of this world, not of what he fufters in another. 


Ver. 20. Terrors , &d.] He refumes the topic of his fudden 
and violent death mentioned in the foregoing vcrfe. A fud¬ 
den land-flood in the night, no uncommon thing in Arabia, 
and a furious ftorm of wind* are the ftrong images by which 
he reprefents fuch a death. 

Ver. 21. The eaft wind, &c,j He fpecifies the eajl windy 
onl )' 7 to heighten our idea of the tempeft ver. 20. An eaft 
wind is the moft boifterous and the moft deftrudlive wind 
that blows in thofe countries f . (See the-note on chap. xv. 2.) 
It is moft violent in the night 

Ver. 22. For God Jhall eajl upon him ] Our Tranflators 
have inferted the word God which is notin the original. 1 he 
agent fpoken of in this and the following verfe is the eajl 
iwW,-as Mr. Heath remarks* It (the eaft wind) fuall eajl 
itfelf upon himy and not Jpare . His violent death is the fub- 
jeft ftill, but carried on in a ftyle of increafing force and 

exaggeration. 

He would fain flee, &c.J be would fain flee out of its hand. 

He forefees the ftornu His guilt prefages this fatal cataltrophe. 

He 


t See Michaelis on Bp. Lowth’s PraleOions, p. 39. 8vo. 
* Hama/a, p. 54.8. n. 
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Fain would he flee, the winged wrath purfues. 
Augments its vengeance, and its ftrokes renews: 
The ftorm purfues him with remorfelefs rage. 
And with loud infults whirls him ofF the ftage. 

Chap. 

XXVill. 

1. The vein of filver, and the golden mine. 

And how the metal from its ore to fine, 

2. T *educe 

He takes every meafure of human prudence to prevent it; 
but tc no purpofe. The ftorm is irrefutable, and his de- 
ftru&ion inevitable. 

Ver. 23. Men Jhall clap their hands y &c.] Men is not in 
the hebrevv. The verbs too are in the fingular number> 
Their nominative is ftill the eajl wind* 

It Jhall clap its hands at him 
And it Jhall hifs y &c. 

The contempt with which this enemy to God and man is 
hurried out of the world, is here expreft in the boldeft ftyle 
of oriental poetry. The eajl-wind is made a perfon, is 
clothed with a human body, and has geftures and a voice 
afcribed to it fignificant of exultation and fcorn h . A Greek 
or Roman poet, inftead of hazarding fo daring a profopopeia, 
would have feigned the wind to be a divinity j and attri¬ 
buted pailions and actions to it proper to the occafion : l&tus 
Esis Eurus equis , the eajl-wind exulting in his orientalJleeds . 

Jhall hifs him out of his place\ This conclufion of the de- 
fcription clearly /hews, that the whole turneth upon the ven¬ 
geance which fometimes overtakes fuch high delinquents in 

the prejent world. 

CHAP. XXVIII, 

The noble fubjecl of this chapter is wifdom\ that is (if I 
do not miftake) knowledge of the entire plan of providence, 

fo 

Compare Pfal, xcviii, 8. Ifaiah Iv. 12. 

s 


h 
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2. T* educe hard iron from the rocky mafs, 

And turn the ftone by fufion into brafs, 

3- Td 

fo as to be able to account for all its difpcnfations. The 
tranfition to this fubjedt is abrupt, after the manner of the 
Arabian writers *. But a fmall degree of attention will dif- 
cover the connection. He had allowed in the former chapter, 
that God makes examples of fome great wicked men i;» the 
prefent life : He had maintained in chap. xxi. that multitudes 
of others, equally culpable, efcapc with impunity and flourifh 
to the laft. He had alfo aflerted chap. ix. 22. that general 
calamities involve the beft and the worft characters in one com¬ 
mon deftrudtion. Thefe are perplexing appearances- Hence 
his thoughts are naturally led up to thofe impenetrable coun- 
fcls which diredt all this Teeming confufiort. The powers of 
the human mind and perfev^ring application of them have 
made furprifing difeoveries, and performed wonders in natural 
things ; for inffance, in penetrating the bowels of the earth, 
and furmounting prodigious obftaejes to come at the wealth, 
concealed in thofe regions of darkfiefs k . But neither carl 
all thefe riches purchafe, nor the utmoft force of human ge¬ 
nius and Induftry attain the knowledge of the whole plan of 
the divine adminiftration of our world A future ftate will 
afford fome imperfedfc revelation of it But only he can 
comprehend the whole, to whom are known all his works 
from the beginning ", 

The inference is, that, inftead of prying into myfteries 
which we cannot underhand, the duty of man is to adore 
his Maker and pradtife univerfal virtue in obedience to his 
commandments. This is the Wifdom proper to man : foi* 
this is the only means of his happinefs 

Ver. i — ii. Surely there is a vein for the Jilver , &c,] This 
firft verfe (peaks of mines : The eleventh verfc, which con¬ 
cludes the paragraph, mentioneth man’s bringing the riches of 
them into day-light: the intermediate verfes, therefore, muft 

in 


1 See Pocock, in Carm. Tcgrai . p. 50. 
k Ver. 1 —11. 1 Ver. 12—21. 

• Ver. 23 — 27, ® Ver. 28. 


w Ver. 22, 
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3. To man are known. Man, with gigantic pains. 
Explores the depths where ancientdarknefs reigns, 

Limits 

in all rcafon be fuppofed to relate to the fame fubjeft. The 
Poet is here difplaying the wonderful force of human genius 
and induftry. With great judgement has he chofcn this fpe- 
cimen of both, as it furniflied him with .a profufion of glit¬ 
tering ideas wherewith to illuftrate the value of wifdom. 

Ver. 1. a place for gold] fo the Arabians called the mine* 
Gold , fays one of their poets, is thrown away like earth in its 
places 

It has no value in the mine. 

where they fine 1 it] rather, whicli (both the filver and tli6 
gold) they fine. Neither fiivcr nor gold are fined in the mine 
itfelf. The fining of thefe metals is mentioned as another 
inftance of man’s ability, diftindl from his fcarching them 
out in the mine. Arabia Felix had anciently its mines of 
gold. Pfal. lxxii. 15. to him /ball he given of the gold of Sheba ; 
in the Septuagint and Arabic verfions, the gold of Arabia . 
Sheba was the ancient name of Arabia Felix. Job, who 
dwelt ih Arabia Petroca, could be no ftrangef to the riches 
of that neighbouring country. 

Ver. 2. brafs] He means, I imagine, the natural or red 
brafs, which is copper. It was obtained, by fufion, out of 
two kinds of ftone called cadmia and chalcites r . The modern 
brafs, which the French name yellow copper, is factitious ; 
being made of copper fufed vvith the calamine (tone \ But 

where 

* -- — ...__ —--- -L 

p Pocock. in Cavm . Tograi. p. 160. 

n *lp?’ LXX. Sr/Anrxi percolatur . The Greek word fignifies tt 
pram through a wickerfieve. But Olyrcpicdorus has xvnvfa con - 
fiatur , n fufed. The hebrew word denotes reparation, of the ftony 
eardi winch adheres to the metal, by the aftion of fire ; in Pfal. 
x;i. G. as fiver tried in a furnace of earthy purified ( ppf'J refined) 
ft vtn times. 

r Plin. Hi ft. Nat. xxxiv. io. Namque ipfe lapis , ex quo fit eei % 
cad.ma vacatur : And in cap. 2. of that book. Fit et ex alio lapide t 
quern cha'.citen vacant in cypro t uli prima fait <eris invents*. 

* See Chambers’ Didtona-y . 

R 
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Limits her kingdom, and with light invades 
The marble caverns of the central fhades. 

4. They fcoop the rock, and pendulous defcend •, 
Loft from the fun their mazy way they bend, 

5. Through 

where are we to Took for thefc iron and copper mines within 
the compafs of Job’s geographical knowledge ? Pliny fays, 
that mines of iron ore are to be found almoft every where 1 : 
and as to brafs or copper,. he fays, it was firfb discovered in 
the iOand of Cyprus. The traffic both of the Egyptians and 
Phoenicians to that Ifland might be the means of Job’s ac¬ 
quaintance with its productions. 

Ver. 3. He fetteth an end to darhnef , &:c.] The Jhnesof dark - 
nefs and the Jfjcrhw of death muft furcly mean the metallic ore 
in the deep and dark parts of the earth. The agent, then, 
who fearcheth them out muft he man. He alfo it is, whofe 
power and prefumption fetteth an end to darknefs, that is, con- 
tra£ts its bounds by carrying light into the fubterrancous ca¬ 
verns when he works the mines. 

He fearcheth out all perfection y &c.] Or as Cocceius more 
clearly translates it, lie fearcheth to every extremity ' 1 the Jlone * 
of darknefs , &c. lie follows the vein of metallic ore as far 
as it goes. 

Ver. 4. Tloe fioed^ &TC.] This is exceffively obfeure. By 
the affiftancc of Cocceius and Schultcns, wc gain a more in¬ 
telligible tranflation, agreeing happily with the context: 

He breaketh up w the valley * near the. bottom of the mountain v : 

They 


1 Plin. xxxiv. 14. 

- rv'jun the end, or extremity. Both the Chaldee and Syriac 
render it the txtremitv, It is ufed in the fame fenfe ixchcm. 

iii. zi. even to the end (rV^fl) °f the haufe ^Eliafhib. 

w t0 ma ^ e a hr each % to break up t or through, Ic fignifies t» 

piake a (reach in the wall of a vineyard, Pfa!. Ixxx. 1 3. 

T the valley. This 13 one known acceptation of the word. 
y U DVD near the bottom of the mountain , de cum pedc mentis » 
Schulteng. I find in Golius and Caftcll. th*t ")J ia Arabic figni- 
iies the foot of a mountain* 
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5> Through burning naphtha in the bowell’d earth, 
Whofe bofom gives the nodding harveft birth : 

6 . Where 


They are forgotten of the foot: 

They fink down z j they wander from men . 

The firft word, he breakcth up y denotes opening the ground 
for a paflage into the mine. 

The place is marked in the next words, the valley near the 
bottom of the mountain. 

The manner of going down into the mine is intimated by 
that poetical expreffion, they are forgotten of the foot . They 
do not defcend by their feet, but are let down by ropes or 
baikets. 

The depth of the defcent and their gradual difappearance 
are defcribed in the third fentence, they fink down . 

And by the lafb fentence, they wander from men y may be 
meant their winding progrefs in the fubterraneous paifagcs 
according to the courfe of the metallic vein. 

Ver. 5. As for the earthy &c. ] Here, I imagine, he repre- 
fents the dangers to which miners are expoled, and which 
avarice is bold enough to venture through. The furfuce of 
the earth produccth corn and other fruits for the fuftenance 
of man and bcaft : But underneath it is turned 3 to be as it 

Were 


z iVt they fink doivri, fubfidunt, Cocceius. According to 
Caftell. bVl in Arabic fignifies to humble or deprefs another ; and 
in the fifth conjugation, to let one's Jelf down, to be fubmijfi<ve. Ia 
the hebrew bible this verb occurs but feven times, and figniCes, 
among other fenfes, to be reduced to a low condition , Ffal. cxvi. 6. 
cxiii. 7. The noun *7"^ denotes perfons of a low rank, the vulgar. 
Judges vi. 15. I Sam. ii. 8. Hence we may conjcfture with pro¬ 
bability that the primary idea was local defcent . 

, a nana it is turned or changed . Chap. xx. 14. his meat in his 
bowels is turned , it is the gall of afps within him . The tran (lo¬ 
tion may be, But the lower parts thereof ( ) are turned 

to be eiam) as it -j.\re fire. The anomaly ot a verb fingular 
ccr.'irufted with a nominative plural is common in Arabic. 

R 2 
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6. Where fpangled fapphircs in her flints are bred. 
And golden glebes extend their Ihining bed: 

7. A path, which fowl of rapine never try’d. 

Not by the vulture's piercing eye defery’d ; 

8 . Which beafts of fierceft countenance would fear. 
Nor dares to ftalk the bold black lion here. 

9. Man 

vcere fire. Its caverns abound with inflammable minerals* 
for inftance fulphur. The fulphureous air in mines has been 
known fometimes to take fire from the candles of the work¬ 
men, and to deftroy the miners. Or perhaps he referreth to 
the flime-pits in the vale of Siddim b , near the place which was 
afterwards turned into a lake and called the dead fea. Thofe 
ilime-pits were holes out of which iflued a liquid bitumen 
or naphtha, an oily fubftarce. Han way, in his Travels into 
Perfia , describes fome fountains of Naphtha which were 
actually burning near Baku on the weftern coaft of the Caf- 
pian fea. Chaldea abounded with them. The walls of 
Babylon were cemented with this bitumen or flime. 

Vcr, 6. The Jlon.es of it are the place , &c. J Here is the temp¬ 
tation to riik the aforementioned dangers : The rocky earth 
in thofe fubterraneous caverns is the country and birth-place 
of fapphires , and other precious ftones. There alfo men find 
glebes of gold, or golden ore. 

Ver. 7, 8. There is a path , See .] Thefe two verfes are a 

poetical illuftration of man's intrepidity in penetrating thefe 

dangerous regions of darknefs. The fierceft and molt daring 

creatures of prey would not venture into them : A path 

which c the fowls of prey know not , &c. He means the path 

v/hich leads to the place of fapphires and golden ore y the way 

into the mines. 

* 

nt 


b Genefis xiv. 10. Sec alfo the Notes of Michaelis on the Pre• 
legions, p. 108. 8vo. 

c D’fO b cre 18 an dlipfw. The coropleat conliruc* 

lion 16 VT K? 


Chap. XXVIII. THE BOOK OF JOB. 245 


5. Man this explores : his hardy hand o’erthrows 
‘ The marble roots whereon the mountain grows: 


10. He 


no fowl J no fowl of prey c . The expreflion comprehends 
all the kinds of ravenous birds. In the next fentence the 
vulture is fpecified as being one of the moft rapacious and 
moft daring. 

Ver. 8. 'The lion s whelps] 'The wild heafs d , as Mr. Heath 
rightly turns it. In the following ciaufe the black lion is par¬ 
ticularly mentioned, as one of the fierceft and moft intrepid : 
7 ior the black lion c walked upon it, 

Ver. 9—11. He putteth forth , &c.] Thefe verfes, I appre¬ 
hend, deferibe the prodigious labour of working a mine : for 
the effedts of the operations here fpecified is man’s bringing 
forth to light the thing that is hid j that is, the hidden treafure 
of the earth. 

Ver. 9. He overturneth the mountains , &c.] The operation, 
deferibed here, feems to be the breaking in pieces and dif- 
lodging, in order to come at the ore, the hardeft flint or 
marble ; which are the roots, that is, the foundation of the 
mountain. Or perhaps the poet means a ftiil greater work ; 
fuch as Pliny, quoted by Schultens, ftrongly paints : “Yet 
the labour of hewing the rock is comparatively eafy. For 
there is an earth compounded of a kind of clay and grit, that 
is almoft impenetrable. This the miners affhil with iron 
wedges and mallets. Nothing is imagined to be harder, ex¬ 
cept the infatiable hunger after gold, which of all things is 

the 


c avis rapax a fowl cf prey ; or ravenous bird, as it figni- 

fies Lien. xv. 11. and as our bible tranflates it Ifaiah xlvi. 11. 
Indeed it comprehends all rapacious animals, quadrupede and vo¬ 
latile, being derived from a root in Arabic which fignifies to fy 
iipon the prey . See Hierozoie. p i. 838. and p. ii. 165. <> 

41 \>r\& ’jH *he children of pride , as our Trar.fiators turn it, 
chap. xli. 3^. where it plainly fignilies, wild and fierce creatures, 
ynty in Arabic denotes in general elevation, and, when applied 
to the mind, pride, fiercenefs. tlieroz . p. i. 719. 
c 7 H til the note on chap. iv. 10. 

* 3 
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10. He cleaves deep channels in the rocky ground, 
Collefts the ftreams of all the fprings around, 
And bids the torrent with impetuous roar 
Rend offthe crnft, and bare the precious ore : 

11. Then with new law th a unruly flood reftrains, 

To the laft drop its raging waters drains *, 

Breaks 

the hardelt to fubdue. Having finiftied this labour they cut 
the props of their arch-work, the prelude and fignal of the 
fall of the mountain. The fentinel on the top of the moun¬ 
tain perceiving the ground under his feet to fink, immediately 
gives notice of it to the workmen below by his voice and 
Repeated thumps. Away he flies. The mountain fplits, and 
falls with a continued thundering found and an incredible 
blafl of wind. The victorious miners gaze upon the over¬ 
throw of nature s .” 

Vcr. io. He cuttcth out rivers , &c.] The next operation is 
to clear away the floncs and rubbilh, that bis eye may fee every 
precious things that is, lay bare the precious gems and the 
gold. The means by which this is accomplifhed, is turning 
a large body of water upon the ruins. But fo wonderful is 
man’s invention and fo indefatigable his avarice, that he cuts 
a paflage even through rocks to collet and ewivey a ftrong 
itream down to the mine for that purpole. “To walh the 
ruins, fays Pliny h , they bring rivers from the tops of moun¬ 
tains a hundred miles off. They carry aquedudh over the 
valleys, and fometimes hew a way for thofe pipes through 
the rocks : They gather the waters into large refervoirs, make 
lluice gates to thofe refervoirs j then let out fuch a torrent 
as bears down the largelt fames with the violence of its 
courfe.” 

Ver. ii. He bbuleth the floods , &c.] There remaineth 1 HH 
a third operation to exercile the art of man. The fubter- 
raneous waters fometimes burft into the mine in great abun¬ 
dance. Thefe he mult thoroughly drain off* by machines, 
before he can bring forth into light the hidden treafures . 


8 llifl, Nat • xxxiii. 4. * /fr/?, Nat . xxxiii* 4. 
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Breaks the ftrong feal of nature, and to light 
Triumphant brings the fulgent fpoils of night 

12. Butwhere is Wifdom found? what happycoaft 
The glory of this lovely birth can boaft ? 

13. No mortal her unbounded value knows. 

Her value in no mortal climate grows.’ 

14. The great abyfs through her dark regions cries, 

“ Not in my rich domains the purchafe lies 

15. Ocean, 

Ver. 12 —14. Butwhere Jhall wifdom be founds &c.J Having 
largely fet forth the invention and powers of man in natural 
things, he now difplays, with rhetorical amplification, man’s 
utter inability to dive into the counfels of providence* That 
is what he meaneth here by wifdom and underjlanding: for ho 
fays, it is not attainable by man *, and that it is to be found 
in God alone k . In this fenfe a!fo Eliphaz had ufed the 
word wifdom : Hajl thou heard the fecret of God ? and doji thou 
rejlrain wifdom to thyfelf? 

Ver. 13. Man knoweth not the price thereof ] that is, He 
hath no ability or means to obtain this wifdom . 

neither is it found in the land of the living] This afiertion 
clearly proves, that by this wifdom Job did not mean religion ; 
as fome interpreters have underftood him. 

Ver. 14. ‘The depth faith — the fea faith , &C.] The depth be¬ 
ing here diftinguifhed from the fea , by the former furely is 
meant the great abyfs , the fubterraneous waters : by the latter, 
the ocean. The intention of this grand profopopeia feems to 
be, that were man matter of the mod abttrufc fecrets of 
nature, and pofleft of its mod hidden wealth, he would be 
never the nearer to underftanding the reaibns of the divine 
dilpen fat ions. 


i 


Ver. 13. 


k Ver. 23 — 26. Compare Prow viii. 22, &c. 
R 4 
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15. Ocean, u nor yet in mine.” Npt golden fend. 
Nor filver ingots the exchange command : 

16. Not Ophir’s wealth, nor the clear fapphire’s Iky, 
Nor diamond’s lightning with her beam may vie : 

17. Or 

Vcr. 15—19. ft cannot be gotten for gold, &c.] It appears 
probable to me, that'by a noble figure the ahyfs and the ocean 
are, reprdented {till fpeaking ; and declaring that all the 
riches in the depths of the earth and in the bottom of t,Uc 
fea are infufHcient to purchafe this wifdori. 

Vcr. 15. It cannot be gotten for gold, &:c. ] The profufion 
of brilliant and cofily things here fpread before us highly 
entertains the imagination. At the fame time it fets off, 
with glorious eloquence, the inefthnablc worth of the fublipie 
knowledge here intended j and the utter unattainablenefs of 
it by man. 

Ver. 16. the gold nf Ophir] See the note on chap. xxii. 24. 

the precious onyx] It was obferved on vcr. 1. that Arabia 
Felix, now called Yaman, had formerly its golden mines. 
It ftill boafleth its gems. We are allured by an eyc-witnefs 
that precious flones for rings and bracelets are brought thence 
in great quantities, to the annual fair held at Mecca during 
the laft ten or twelve days of the flay of the pilgrims there. ‘ 

It is doubtful what gem is meant by that which we tran- 
Hate the onyx m .* The epithet precious , as Schultens remarks, 
gives a diftinclion to it ; r which the onyx? a fort of agate n , 
does not merit. The Chaldee interpreter renders it beryls, 
'The beryl of the ancients was a tranfparent gem of a lea,- 
green colour 

the fapphire ] The Japp}Arc is of a beautiful fky-blue. Some 
will have the hebrew word to fignify the ruby ; others the 
carbuncle , which is a (lone of the ruby kind, very rare, and cf 
a rich glowing blovj-colour p. 


J Pitts in his Account of the Mahometans, p. 142. 

m pw 

n Ullauibers , Diflionary* 0 Ibid. P Ibid, 
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17. Or chryftal vafe, with golden circles bound. 

Or gold that heaves with fculptur’d life around. 

18. Beryls and orient pearls no more be nam’d, 

19. The blulh of rubies, or the topaz fam’d 

Arabia’s 

Ver. 17. The gold and the cryfial] that is, a cryjlal vafe or¬ 
namented with gold. Schukens . But Dr, Shaw * thinks the 
diamond beft anfwcrs the meaning of our author’s term r . It 
may however be queftioned, whether that gem was the pro¬ 
duce of any country that Job was acquainted with. 

jewels of fne gold ] Thefe mull furely be fome ornaments 
or vefiels of gold that were of high value for the workmanfhip 
as well as for the materials. 

Ver. 18. coral — pearls ] The bottom of the red fea is in 
fome parts covered with groves of coral \ But this is no 
gem. It is a marine plant. Pearls indeed are valued in the 
eaft beyond nil other jewels l . It mu ft however be owned 
that the figniheation of the hebrew words, tranflated coral and 
pearls , is altogether uncertain. 

miles] Either thefe or fome other precious ftone of a red 
colour mull be intended. For the prophet compares the 
florid complexion of the Jevvifh Nazarites to this gem u . 

Ver. 19. The Topaz of Ethiopia] "Thztopaz ofCuJh, Cujh y 
according to Bochart v/ , was that part of Arabia which bor¬ 
dered on the Red Sea, and was inhabited by the Saracen 
Arabs. Topaz was an adjacent ifland in the fame fea, and gave 
name to the precious ftone which grew there. Pliny fays, 
it is of a Angular green colour, and, when firft found, was 
preferred to all other gems x . Chambers y tells us, the tepaoa 
ii the third in order after the diamond ; and that it is tran- 

fparentj 

- :- —} 

r * 7 ravels, p. ^. 4to. 

r noo; lujlre, pitrify. * Dr. Shav/s Travels, 

1 -rabian Proverbs, cent. i. n;. n. 

- V Lament, iv. 7. : w Geograph, Sacra . 

? A at. Hijl. xxxvii. 8. 

* Dictionary. 
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Arabia’s verdant pride : nor crowns be laid 

In loaded fcale, with wifdom to be weigh’d. 

20. Where, then, is wifdom found ? what happy 

coaft 

The glory of this lovely birth can boaft ? 

21. Hid from all living, far beyond the height 

Of ftrongeft pinion in its loftieft flight. 

22. Death and Deftrudtion call, M learn fomewhat 

here, 

u The voice of wifdom vibrates in our ear 

23. Herfelf 

fparent, and its colour a beautiful yellow, or gold colour. 
But we may reconcile this feeming contradiction between the 
ancient and modern writer by obierving, that there were two 
kinds of topaz : In the one *, the prevailing colour was 
green ; in the other % gold. 

Ver. 21. It is hidfrom all living] See ver. 13. 

and kept clofe from the fowls of the air] The refidence of 
wifdom is beyond the flight of the fwifteft and ftrongdl birds. 
This is faying in a poetical, and perhaps a proverbial, man¬ 
ner, that this fublime wifdom is not to be found within the 
limits of our world. If any thing more is intended, it may 
be, as Crinfoz under (lands it, that the mofl exalted geniufes, 
the Aflronomers for inftance, are not able to reach this 
wifdom. 

Ver. 22. Dejlruftion and death fay> we y &c.] Let it be re¬ 
membered that he had before faia, this wifdom is not found 
in the land of the living ; and again, it is hid from the eyes of 
all living . Let it alfo be obferved, that the phrafe, we have 
beard the fame thereof with our ears , imports imp erf eft know- 

ledge; 


¥ 

a 


Called prafoidesm 

Cbryj'tpieros . Pliny, ubi fupra. 


7 
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23. Herfelf acceffible to God alone. 

To him her birth-place and her ways are known : 

24. Earth’s utmoft bounds lay fpread before his view. 
He with a glance look’d all creation through: 

25. The wild winds balanc’d, weigh’d the fwelling feas, 

26. And gave the vapour and the cloud decrees; 

When 


ledge ; like the evidence of report compared with the evi¬ 
dence of light b . Hence the natural meaning of this verfe 
feems to be, that the dead know more of this wifdom than 
the living : yet even their knowledge of it is imperfedh A 
future ftatc, by its exadt retributions, will clear fome of the 
prefent difficulties in the ways of Providence c . But com- 
prehenfion of the whole plan is the prerogative of him alone 
who formed it, as the following verfes remark. If, with 
the judicious Schultens* we fuppofe Death and Dejlruftim to- 
utter them, it will greatly add to the fclemnity of the in- 
ftrudtion. 

Ver. 23—24. God underjlandeth, &c.] God alone fees at 
one view the whole extent of the univerle. He created it 
one perfect whole, and formed and placed every part in exadt 
fitnels to the defrni of the whole. He alone therefore is 
capable of knowing the ufe of every portion and appearance 
of nature, and the reafon of every meafure in his moral ad- 
miniftration. 

Ver. 25, 26. "To make the weight for the winds , &c.] Thefe 
are felected as fpecimens of the admirable wifdom with which 
ah the members of the uni verfe were framed. The winds, 
the mafs of waters, the rain, the lightning and thunder, arc 
endowed with their feveral qualities, and diredfced by diftindt 
laws in moft accurate fitnefs to the defigns of providence 
in our world, and in regard to the whole creation. 


b See chap. xlii. 5. 

c Wait the great teacher death, and God adore. 

on Man . 
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When rains (hould fall, when ruddy lightning fly. 
And the big thunder roar along the fky : % 

27. He faw the whole, he number’d every part. 

The finilh’d fyftem of Almighty art. 

Approv’d, and ftablifh’d his imperial plan : 

28. Then fpoke this leflon to his creature man; 

M Thy mighty Maker fear, from evil flee, 

“ This, Adam, is the wifdom left to thee.” 

Chap.' 


Ver. 27. 77 'tv did he fee it , &c.] (1) 71 ? cn did he fee //, 
viz. wifdom. When he created the world, the entire plan 
lay in clear view before him. (2) he declared it ; or rather, 
he calculated it. He took an exact furvey of all the parts of 
the plan ; or of the various fyftems which prefented them- 
felves to his mind. (3) He prepared it ; or, /v cftahiijhed it. 
He fixed his plan, by choofing that fyftem which was upon 
the whole the wifeft and beft. 

Of fyftems poflible, if ’tis confcft 
That Wifdom infinite muft form the beft* 

(4) Tea y and fearched it cut ; rather, fer he had thoroughly 
fcarched it out. He determined upon the prefent fyftem from 
Unerring knowledge that it was the beft. 

Ver. 28. unto man he faid\ &c.] Either to Adam by a vocal 
Jevelation ; or to him and all his poflerity by the clear dictate 
©f right reafon. 

that is nifdom ] Wifdom is the knowledge and choice of 
the beft ends 2nd moil fitting means. The bift end that 
man can chufe is his own everlafting happinefs: the only 
means of obtaining it is the practice of his duty. This 
therefore is the wifdom proper for man. 
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Chap. 

XXIX. 

1, 2. O happy months, and happy days, long fled [ 
When God, the guardian of my honour’d head, 

3. Shin’d on his favourite with diftinguifh’d rays, 
Difpell’d all darknefs, and illum’d my ways : 

4. In 


CHAP. XXIX. 

The connexion with the foregoing chapter is eafy. His 
own cafe was an inftance of thofe incomprehenfible ways of 
providence of which he had been difeourfing. He now gives 
an intire view of it d , as a kind of Epinicium , or fong of vic¬ 
tory, as Schultens fpeaks. His aim is to {hew, that all his- 
pleadings and complaints were juftly founded. In the pre- 
fent chapter he fets forth his former felicity in the Angular 
favour of God to his perfon, family, and fortunes ; and in 
the veneration paid to him by his tribe for the wifdom of 
his counfels and the juftice of his adminiftration. To which 
he adds the pleafing hope he had entertained of the perma¬ 
nence of all that happinefs, in reward of his virtue. 

Ver. 3. When his candle , &c.] The extraordinary favour 
of God, and its effects, namely, conftant chcerfulnefs, pro- 
fperity of condition, and luftre of character, feem to be all 
comprehended in thefe beautiful metaphors. The former, 
his candle , or rather bis lamp , is probably an allufion to the 
lamps which hung from the ceiling of the banqueting rooms 
of the wealthy Arabs c . The latter, by his light I walked 
through darknefs , refers, it is likely, to the fires, or other lights, 
which were carried before the caravans in their night travels 
through the deferts f . 

darknefs ] times of general calamity ; war, famine, pefti- 
lence. The divine protection and guidance were his conftant 
fecurity and delightful confidence in fuch feafons of danger. 


d Chap. xxix. xxx. xxxi. 
e See the note on chap, xviii. 6. 

1 See Pitts* .-Jccount of the Mahometans , p. l$o. 
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4. In autumn of my glory, when the Pow’r 
Trufted his counfels to my hallow’d bow’r: 

5. While yet each morn his vifits he renew’d, 

While yet, around me, I iny children view’d ; 

6. While 

Vcr. 4. tn the days of my youth'] In my autumnal days * ; that 
is, as Mr. Heath freely turns it, in the days of my profperity . 
Autumn is a pleafant feafon in thofc hot climates: the heats 
are then abated, the rains fall, and the grapes and other fruits 
are in perfection. 

When the fecret of God h , &c.J Among men, communi¬ 
cation of one's fccrets is a mark of the higheft confidence 
and moil intimate friendfhip. Accordingly the Pfalmift ex- 
prefleth the friendfhip of God to all good men by faying, 
*The fecret of the Lord is with them that fear him , and he will 
Jhew them his covenant l . The meaning is, I fuppofc, he will 
lead them into a clear knowledge of his will and of his gra¬ 
cious defigns in favour of piety and virtue. A prophet en¬ 
joyed this divine intercourse in a fuperior degree : Jhall I hide 
from Abraham that thing which I do k ? I incline to think^ that 
Job was thus diftinguifhed, and had the honour of being a 
divinely commiflioned minifter of religion to his tribe. Com¬ 
pare chap. vi. 10. 

upon my tabernacle] in , or within my tabernacle . 

Ver. 5, When my children &c.J He fetched a deep figh* 

I doubt 

■ » .- —— ■ — — ■ —*" — 

« ’Bin ’D ’3 in the days of my autumn . In the Arabic veriioa 
of the Pfalms (Ixxiii. 18.) pypp ftands oppofed to fummer, and 
denotes the winter half year, * It alfo fignifies, in that language, 
the autumnal feafon. (See Schnlten9, and Cartell, Lex.) The au¬ 
thor of an EJfay towards a new 7 raujlation of the Bible remarks, 
that this word ihould be rendered the autumn in Gen. viii. Z2. it 
being the time of plowing, Prov. xx. a. p. 187, 

* Quum mto tabernaculo familiar is effet Detss. C aftalto . 

1 Pfal. xxv. 14, 

k Gen. xviii. 17. Compare John xv. 15 James ii. 23. 

1 in, or within. The pfepOfifidri 7JTis equivalent to J 
in, Exod. xxix. 3. Exod. xxxiii. 21. upon a rock , rather within the 
rock . See ver, 22. Nold. p. 698. 

“ HjO ny young people, i. e, my children: fo it fignifies in 

chap. 
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6 . While plenty ftream’d in rivers through my foil. 
With milk my vallies, and my rocks with oil. 

7. O high enjoyment! on the folemn day. 

When, with a princely train, I took my way 

To 

I doubt not, on mentioning this happy circumftance of his 
once happy condition. The fentiment is exquifitely tender. 
He could not bear to dwell upon it. 

were about me] he probably refers to their fitting at table 
with him in a circle, after the eaftern mode taken notice of 
by Shaw and Le Bruyn n . 

Ver. 6. Jl'hen I wajhed my Jleps , &c.j Olive groves and 
abundance of cattle made the principal wealth of the Arabs. 
The belt olives grow upon the rocky mountains °. Hence 
thefe bold figures, whereby the Arabs exprefled a condition 
of uncommon felicity. A Roman Poet would have con¬ 
veyed the fame thought in the language of Perfius 3 

1 

-quicquid calcaverit hie, rofa fiat p. 

Let rofes fpring beneath his feet. It is a proverbial expreflion, 
fays the commentator, for the higheft felicity. I ain in¬ 
debted to Schultcns for great part of this note. 

Ver. 7 —17. IPhen I went , &c.] Having deferibed his do- 
meflic happinefs, he proceeds to reprefent the honours paid 
him in public life. This reprefen tation is judicioully inter¬ 
mingled with an account of his impartial and intrepid admi- 
niftration of juitice; which is a noble anfwer to the par¬ 
ticular accufation laid againft him by Eliphaz, chap. xxii. 
6-9. 

Ver. 7. to the gate ] the court of juftice. But the Septua- 

gint 


chap. i. 19. It (the houfe) fell upon the young Men ; rather the young 
people, his Tons and his daughters, ver. lii. Caitalio there renders 
it juvencs. it is ftrange that he renders it here famuli met , piy 

dorujVcs. 

r * See Ohfer<vations on di vers Pajfages of Scripture, See, p. 189. 
v L.eut. xxxii. 13, 1$. 
p Sat. ii. 38. 
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To the full forum through the hailing ftreer, 
And in the fenate fill’d a fovereign feat. 

8. The youths, abafh’d, retir’d 5 and, bent with age. 
In dumb refpedt up rofe the hoary fage : 

9, The ranks of pow’r flood all attention round, 

10. And every tongue in every mouth was bound, 
Princes and peers 9 all waiting to receive 
The fentence wifdom in my voice fhould give : 

11. Rapture in every ear the fentence rais’d, 

And every eye with look applauding gaz’d : 

12. The fatherlefs and friendlefs and diftreft 

13. Call’d me theirfaviour, while my name they blefs’d: 
Their bleflings crown’d me; for I heal’d their 

wrongs, 

And tun’d the widow’s heart to grateful fone;s. 

14. My 

gint turns it, in the morning 3. Among the ancients the pub¬ 
lic affemblies for adminiftring juftice and tranfacling other 
public bufinefs were held early in the morning. T hus in 
the Odyfiey, Telemachus goes to council at that time of the 
day. 

through the city r ] Mr. Heath turns it, nigh the place of public 
refort, the forum, or market-place. 

in theJlreet\ It fhould feem that thefe public aflcmblic* 
were held in the open air, and in the wideft and moll fre¬ 
quented part of the city, compare Piov. viii. 3. Ruth iv\ 1, 
&c. 


s the gate ; LXX. ofy isc early in th: ?ncrning. It was inty 

ill their copy. 

' mp the place 
and nip fjgnifies 


of public refort: for is to call tcgtthtr ; 

occurrere to meet. 


* 5 / 
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14. My robe was juftice, juftice my tiar; 

This was my majefty, renown’d afar: 

15. The feeble found in me a powerful ftay, 

16. The poor a father, and the blind man day: 

The ftranger’s friend, I weigh’d his flighted caufe ; 

17. Broke rapine’s teeth, and lhatch’d him from its j aws. 

a 8. Thence 1 too fondly argu’d ; here lhall reft 
My dying head, in this my lofty neft : 

But countlefs as the fands my days fliall run. 
Without a cloud to their laft fetting fun. 

19. The 

Ver. 14. my judgement was as a robe , &c.] His decifions in 
the court of juftice procured him all the honour given to a 
Icing, without the drefs and title. This beautiful manner 
of fpeaking is ftill preferved among the Arabs : One of their 
proverbs is, Knowledge is a diadem to a young perform and a chain 
of gold about his neck s . 

Ver. 15. I was eyes to the blind^ &c.] When the caufe of 
an ignorant and friendlefs perfon came before him, he afiifted 
him, by his counfel and protection, to make his defence. 

Ver. 18—25. Then I faid , &c^} At the eighteenth verfe 
begins a third divifion of this chapter, and reaches to the 
end. Here he exprefleth his hope of the continuation of his 
profperity throughout a long life. I think, the whole para¬ 
graph is to be underftood in the future time, not in the paft« 
It contains the fubjedt matter of his hope l . 

Ver. 18. I Jhall die in my neft\ Schultpns remarks that th$‘ 
image is taken from the eagle who buiideth her neft on tl^e 
fammit of a rock. Security is the point of refcmblance in* 

tended. 




1 Erpcnii Pronj . Arab, tent . n. 22. 
1 As Schukens obferveth. 


9 
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19. The noble palm, whofe laden boughs on high 
Suck the fweet moifture of the midnight fky, 
Whofe op’ning roots imbibe the cryftal rill, 
Fearlefs of droughts, fliail be my emblem Hill: 

20. Still frelh in luflre fhall my glory grow. 

And new in vigour be my conq’ring bow. 

21. My 

tended u . Longevity is exprefled in the following claufe, / 

Jhall multiply , &c. 

Ver. 19. My root was fpread , &c.J my root fhall be fpread , 
Sec. the dew fhall lay w , &c. A tree planted by the river* 
of waters, and bringing forth its fruit in its feafon, is a 
beautiful emblem of profperity. See Pfalm i. 3. The dews, 
which fall in the night very plentifully, contribute greatly 
to the nourifhment of vegetables in thofe hot climates \ where 
they have fcarce any rain all fummer long*. 

Ver. 20. My glory was frejh , &c.] My glory Jhall he frejh y . 
See. and my how Jhall he renewed , &cc. Pie promifed himlelf a 
perpetuity of power, fufficicnt to fubduc all who refilled his 
authority or invaded his pofleilions. A flourifhing ever-green 
was the image in the foregoing verfe, and is carried on in 
the firfl member of this verfe ; my glory Jhall be frejh in me. 
The warlike image in the fecond fentence, my bow y See. is 
equally happy : It denotes increafmg power and conqueft. 
The eaflern writers are fond of this image, as Schulten6 
has fhewn. 


u See Num. xxiv. 21. Obad. vcr. 4. Job xxxix. 27, 28. 
Horace ufeth,ihis metaphor, 

Quicunquc celfe nidum Acherontia:, fc. tenent. 

Cd. iii. 4. 

w Jhall lay all night • 

* Shaw’s travels, p. 439* 4to. 

t Jhall he frejh . This verb is here in the preter tenfe: 

but as it lies between two futures, Jhall lay , and 
Jhall be renewed^ it is to be conflrued, according to a known rule 
of the hebrew grammar, in the future tenfe. 
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21. My eloquence fhall flow, by all defir’d. 

Be heard with facred filence, and admir’d: 

22. Be heard without reply, and joy infufe 
Like heav’n defcending in nutritious dews: 

93. Crowds fhall be eager to devour the {train. 

As the chapt foil to drink autumnal rain. 

24. My 

Ver. 21. gave ear — waited—kept filence^ &c.J will give ear 
—will wait—'Will keep filcnce , &c 

He refers to the attention with which he was Wont always 
to be heard, when he fpoke in the public aflembly ver. 9, 10. 
He flattered himfelf that this veneration of his wifdom and 
eloquence would continue $ and therewith his public influ¬ 
ence and utility. 

Ver. 22. After ?ny words they fpake not , &c.] They will not 
fpeak again z —my fpeech Jhall drop a upon them . 

Ver. 23. as for the rain—the latter rain] 'They will wait , 
&c. and will open , &c. In the foregoing verfe, the foft infi- 
nuating force of his political and religious inftruftion was 
compared to the dropping dew b . Here the copioufnefs of 
his eloquence is likened to the abundant rains which fall in 
autumn in thofe countries c ; and the high acceptablenefs of 
it, to the avidity with which the earth, burnt up by the fum- 
mer’s drought, devours thofe rains. The alteration which 
they produce in the withered fields is fo aflonifhingly great, 
that Dr. Ruflel fcruples not to call it a 
table nature . 

The fame ingenious Author informs us, that the firfl: rains 
fall about the middle of September ; the fecond, or latter, 
about twenty or thirty days after. The firft are inconfider- 
able, the latter fall in great abundance. 

They 


1 ivatiy. ibrm. io*m z uty* 1 *pn 

k See Ueut. xxxii. 2. 

c Dr. Ruflel’s Natural Hiftory of Aleppo, p. 14, 148, 154, 
i^9> 161. 


refur region of vege - 
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24. My fniile {hall tranfport raife, but check with awe 
Left the brightfunihineihouldin clouds withdraw. 

25. Their guidedn council, and in war their chief. 

In wants their father, and their hope in grief r 
Fll rule my tvibe*, andiflue my command^ 

Great aa a king amidft his martial bands. 

Chap. 

They opened their mouthwide J This ifra pi&urcfque deferip- 
tion of eager attention. 

Ver. 24. 1 £ I laughed? &c.] If / Jhall laugh? d . His 
authority and character were fo much reverenced r and his 
favour, which he calls the light of his * countenance , was fo 
highly valued,- that even familiarity did not leffen their ve¬ 
neration. His very fmiles were received with awe. 

The light of my countenance they did not? &c.] 77a? light of my 
countenance they will not caufe to fall*. In the hebrew idiom,. 
to lift up the light of the countenance fignifies to fhew favour 
The oppofite phrafe therefore, the falling of the lights &c. de¬ 
notes difpleafure ; and to caufe it to fall muft mean, to pro¬ 
voke difpleafure by unbecoming behaviour. 

Ver. 25. I chofe out their way, &c.] I Jhall choofe — I Jhall 
dwell , See. He had flattered himfelf that he fhould continue 
to be, what he once was 5 the director of their public coun¬ 
cils, the commander in chief of their military expeditions, 
and a fupport to them in all diftrefling emergencies. 

The phrafe of choofmg out their way denotes fupremacy both- 
in the ftate and in the affairs of religion. Exod. xviii. 20. 

The next fentence reprefent? him encamped with his fub- 
je£ts r on fome military expedition ; with the authority of a 
royal general: IJhall pitch 5 my tent as. a king in the army . 

The 


d pntwt e jib*)* ■ 

* Compare Prov. xvi. 15. 

e literally / Jhall pitch my tent ; as’ Mr, Heath rcn~ 

4ei3 it* 
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Chap. 

XXX. 

1. Now I 5 m become the game of boys : too bafe 
I held their fathers with my dogs to place. 

In midnight fentry o’er my fleeping fold, 

2 . A flochful crew, in profligacy old. 

* 3 - The 

The lafl claufe, as one that comforteth the mourners , may 
mean, animating his troops when they were difpirited : or, 
in a larger and more noble fenfe, his being the father of his 
people ; ever touched with their diftrefles, and ready to exert 
his utmoft ability for their relief. 

CHAP. XXX. 

This chapter is the contrafr of the foregoing. It is a 
moving representation of the miferable difappchntment of his 
hope h , the infults he received, the deplorable condition of 
his body, and the defpairing ftate of his mind. The whole 
is in a ftrain highly querulous j and the paffions exprefled in 
it are grief and indignation. 

Ver. i—14. But now , &c.] This fe£lion is, I apprehend, 
a flrong and fpirited defeription of thofe villanous Arabs, 
who, when Job was in his profperity, had felt the feverity of 
his juftice; and fled into the lurking places of the defert. 
Upon the lofs of his authority, thefe mifereants came out of 
their dens, to revenge themfelves upon him by the moft feur- 
rilous abufe. 

In drawing their character, he infafleth much on the mifery 
of th eir habitation and way of living, as circumflances very 
expreflive of the turpitude and barbarity of their manners. 

Ver. 1. Younger , &c.] The vaft refpedt paid to their 
elders by the eafterns, quickened their ienfibility of con¬ 
tempt from their juniors. 

Ver. 2. Yea whereto , See.] The context obliges us to un- 

derftand 


Chap. xxix. 1 8—25. 


S 3 
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3. The howling defert was of late their haunt, 
Where, flung with hunger, and with famine gaunt* 

4. They brows’d the bitter weeds, and hard belled 
On broom and berries of the foreft fed : 

5. Outlaws 

derfland a reproach to be here intended : and the fathers of 
thefe wretches being the nearefl antecedent, the reproach is 
probably defigned for them. He represents them as an idle 
good for nothing crew, who were grown old in profligacy: 
in whom old age * is profligate k . So I think the tranflatiou 
ought to be. 

Ver. 3. For want y &c.] The description returns to the 
hopeful offspring of fuch worthy parents. Here, and in the 
following verfe, it reprefents the wretched fuftenance which 
they had in the defert where they fkulked. 

For want and extreme 1 famine , they lately m gnawed r - the 
wildernefs 0 wajle and defolate . 

He mentions their beggarly condition, as a heightening of 
the indignities offered to a perfon of his rank and character 
by fuch rabble. 

Ver. 4. IVho cut up mallows , &c.] who cut up the hrackijh 
Iperbs among the Jhrubs , that grow in the wild heath. Thofe 

deferts 


i °ld a g e > rendered chap. v. 26. in a full age . See the 

note there. 

k mK is pref igate. It feems to anfwer to the iatin perditus 
abandoned. The lit’brew has the figimc tion of per do to 

corrupt ir Ecclef. vii. 7. a gift dejiroyetb (corruptetk) the heart . 

1 TIO^J I‘ is ufed in Arabic of a tare rock on which, nothing 
grow-., as Schultens thews in h;s nore on chap. iii. 7 . It feems 
to be here an epithet o Ifa-rdhe^ and to exr-rels the feverity thereof. 

m hei 1 yejhruay., ihc othir .uy. 

n gnauetd. Thi verb f.gnifics in Arabic to 

gnaiv, a bone for inltar.ee. ) In CKaiuee/o fee . but the 

.former fenfe feems mo't eligh'ie ii- tnis place. 

0 the ucildtrncf. The hebrew word figiifics cro-'gbt , op 

a ary tiuce\ it is a denomination oi the defert fjrjni the fearer of 

frcU| 
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5. Outlaws and thieves, with outcry chas’d from men 

6 . To flooded vales and the dark mountain den : 

7. To 

defcrts abound with faline particles which give a faltifh bitter 
tafte to the few hardy plants that live there. The original 
word denotes either in general all fuch brackifh vegetables ; 
or fome particular plant of the defcrt that camels are exceed¬ 
ing fond of. See Schultens, and Pocock's Specimen, p. 79. 

and juniper roots] The hebrew word, tranflated juniper , is 
retern ; and in Arabic rat am , which is thought to be the fame 
with the Spanifh rctama broom ; and the name is fuppofed to 
have been imported into Spain by the Saracens when they 
conquered that country. It is fometimes high and large 
enough to afford fhade 5 and might therefore be the plant 
under which Ebjah refted himfelf and flept in the wilder- 
nefs, I Kings xix 4, 5 ?. As to the juniper tree , Gerarde in 
his Herbal fays, on the authority of Diofcorides, it comes up 
for tne moft pir: in rough places and near to the fea. But 
whether it is found in the Arabian defcrts, I know not. 

Vcr. 5. They were driven forth y &c.] They were call out 
of civil fociety % as pefts not to be endured : and whenever 
they were difcov red lurking about towns, an outcry was 
raifed a^ainft them ns againft the pilfering Arabs of the de- 
fert; with whom, it is likely, they herded. 

Ver. 6, 7. To dwell , etc. J To paint their infamous man¬ 
ners 


frefh water there. The two other terms <ivajle 

and defolate, denote, that h. r.'ly any thing grows there. But I 
apprehend that the danger from wild heaits is alfo implied in tiiofe 
epithets : for they fignify tumultuous uproar , that is, the confuled 
yehings of thole lavage natives ot tiie deicrt, The noun nitfrn 
is rendered wife (i: mould be 7 wipes) in chap, xxx/i. it there 
means claps or thunder. The verb ,n daiah xvii. 13. is 

tranllated to rufh. It there means the tumultuous uproar of the 
fea in a llorm, and of torrents rulhing down the rocks. Compare 
»cr. 12. 

p Sec Schultens, and Mr. Merrick’s Annotation! on Pfalm exx 4. 
n from amon* men. In the Syriac Tcftument Atts ii. 4.’^ 

ue notes the community* 

S 4 
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7. Tofhelt’riDg thorosin groaning crowds they prefs* 
And huddled in vile heaps the thicket bleCs; 

8. A herd of varlets, vagrants, without name, 
Flay’d by the lafli, the fpurious hrood of lhame. 

9. Now 

ners dill more drongly, he returns to the description of the 
difmal pkces to which they were baniihed, and the hardfliips 
they Suffered there. 

Ver. 6. in the clefts f the vallies] In the hollows gulled by 
the winter torrents. 

in eaves f the earth and the rocks ] Their habitation was 
fometimes under ground ; at other times in the caverns of 
the mountains : There is a large cavern in mount Sinai r . 
The rocks of Arabia Petnea abound with caves At this 
day, the Arabs who dwell in the mountains of that country 
are a bad people, the word of all the Arabs •> as Dr. Pococke 
informs us r . 

Ver. 7. They brayed] like wild afles pinched with hunger. 
This metaphor exprefleth forcibly their didrefs for want of 
fo^d. See chap. vi. 5. 

among the nettles 0 they were gathered together * ] It is not known 
what fpecies of plant is meant by the word tranflated nettles. 
It was, probably, foroe wild flirub of the heath x , which they 
thronged to for a farry fudenance. Thickets of (hrubs are 
fometimes met with in thefe deferts. See Della Valle's voyage 
to the Eajl Indies , p. 262. fol. 

Ver. 8. children cf fools , &c.J He fums up their chara&er 

in 


r Exod. xxxiiu 2 2. 

• Michaelis in. Pr*le 3 . p. 28. flvo. 

T Travels into Egypt, &c. vol. i. p. 137. 

• ‘rnn The Vulgate renders it jentis a brier • In Syriac 
fignibes a kind of /mail veteb. Cafcil . 

• inDD* ^is word lignifies to afhdnte *ivttk, Ifaiah xiv. 1, 
They JhaU cUaroe to (aJjociaJe v*itb) the bouif f facLb, 

4 The EXX. turn it acy^tu r Aila jbrxLs, 
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9. Now their lewd doggrel jefts my name profane, 
10. They ftare aloof as though my breath were bane : 

11. They 

in a few words ; flagitious bafe-born % they were fcourged out 

cfl the l(77id a . 

Ver. 9—14.. And now, &c. ] Having concluded their cha¬ 
racter, he proceeds to reprelent their contumelious ufage of 
him. His indignation kindles as he goes along; and as that 
incrcafcs, his expreilions grow more vehement and rife to lofty 
metaphors. But when were thefe infults offered to him ? 
From the time that he was fmitten with his dif.afe, he was 
furely confined to his houfe. This treatment therefore muff: 
have happened to him before that time, yet after his over¬ 
throw. Whence it Items probable, there was a con- 
fiderable interval between his frft calamities and that laft 
atH.Clion ; during which interval he met with thefe affronts, 
whenever he appeared abroad; as Cocceius, if I remember 
right, has obferved. 

Ver. 9 now am I their fong-, &c.] This and what follows 
to the end of ver. 14. is an amplification of the dcriflon men¬ 
tioned in ver. 1. here he tells us, they made him their muflcal 
iajhument b to play upon and divert themfelvcs; and their 
by-word % the fubjeCl of their lewd jefts. 


r bid »J3 Caftellio renders it injiam , fools. But ^^3 uftd. 
pF an ir.icjlucus perfon il Sam. xiii. 13. of a blafphejner Plal. ixxiv. 
22. arid of a malefactor worthy of death 11 Sam. iii. 33. It muft 
therefore m^an he^e very profligate ftllovus . 

‘.Cff ’Vd *33 Pcrlons or obfture parentage, owned by no 
fr.niil , inroiicd in no tribe, a ipurious brood. LaUellio trrinflatea 
it t/iflorii, 

11 /pan ]o ixdj turned l>v Schultens flagellati flunt e terra % 
bv ,r liea.h, they were whipped out of the country . Tile verb 
P 33 figr. iries in Exod. v. 10. 10 heat fiaves with an inltrument 
i>i correflion. Caftelho s verfion is mortalium inflmi the meancll 
ol mankind. 

° crroMi lxx . kidxfx ctVTbV their harp . It is allowed to mean 
a Jhir.ged injirument t ' in the titles of Plal. iv. and vi. Compare 
i-a.]:ein. iij. 1^, 63. 

E XX. preverbium c vu!gi % 
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i i. They hoot, they fpit, for God hath caft me down; 
Hence their contempt of my once dreaded frown, 

12, The fpawn of vice ftart up, her Ihouting throng 

13. Pelt me with fawcy malice of the tongue ; 

Befiegc 

Ver. 10. They abhor me, they flee far from me] Thcfc ex- 
preffions, doubtlefs, are fignificant of the higheft averfion and 
contempt. But I cannot think, with Michaclis, that they 
refer to his leprofy: becaufe it is not likely he would or could 
appear in public with fuch a difeafe as his was 

Ver. 11. becaufe he hath loofed my cord d 9 &c.j that is, God 
hath deftroyed my authority by the afflictions he hath laid 
upon me. Therefore thcfc profligates bid me defiance, and 
fliew the utmoft contempt of me in my prefence. The 
phrafe he hath loofed my cord feems equivalent to that other in 
chap. xii. 18. he loofeth the bond of kings . 

they have let loofe the bridle before me ] Or as the Greek ver- 
fion turns it, they have cajl away the bridle of my countenance c . 
My very look was wont to curb their liccntioufncfs ; but 
they have now caft off all refpedt, and infult me to my face. 

Ver. 19.. the youth'] Such as he mentions ver! I. they that 
ere younger than i have me in dcriflon. The infult they offered 
to him was reviling him, and giving him a kick when he 

chanced 


* Seethe notes on chap. ii. 7. vii. 

H TUT. but in the marginal correftion ; as alfo the 

Chaldee interpreter read, for he tran/lates it my chain. The fyno- 
Fiimous wor <i» moia a band an a cord dcnoLe political 

authority in Tfal* ii. 3. 

u Xa?.ir&» tu Trcico'mf ja.h s5*ir?rri>.<rv. 

♦ *£)£ bridle of my face is the fame conflruttion as 

CrVDD the /word of their mouth, chap. v. i;. 

> The learned Schuluns hath fhewn from the Arabian 

writers, that this word figniiit*^ a bad or d. The phrafe on my right 
band they rift up denotes their reviling language. They abulcd 
his character with foul reproaches. '1 hus Pfal. cix. f>. Set thou a 
nuickul man o ver him, and let tijalje ciccujir fin the Hebrew, Satan) 
Jtand at his right band* 
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Befiege me, and with fouleft fcorn invade 
My walks of honour,, now bereft of aid. 

Like war; when, rearing through the burften wall, 
J4. It rolls with fury o’er the city’s fall. 

15*0 


chanced to be in their way ; they pujh away my feet . Mr. 
Heath tranilates it, they trip up my heels. 

they raife againft me , &c.] In this fentence and through- 
ought the two following verfes he compares his fituation, 
furrounded by thcfe mifcreants and overwhelmed with abufe, 
to that of a town which is befieged and ftormed. Their dc - 
Jlroylng troops 6 cajl up h an high-way againjl me ; alluding to 
the throwing up of intrenchments and mounts by the be- 
fiegers, in order to engage the enemy on their walls, and 
more effectually to annoy the town with arrows and engines 
of war. 

Ver. 13. T 7 ?ey mar my path] They dejlroy my path, Thefe 
exprcfiions fcem to denote, in their literal meaning, the de- 
flruct ion of the fine walks, gardens, and vineyards about a 
town, by the befiegers, as they make their approaches. In 
the metaphor, the words may import the havock thcfe villains 
made in his character and dignity, by their opprobrious feur- 
riiic’es. Their hideous bootings are reprefented by the fhouts 
and exultations of the bc/ieging army, when they have made 
a wide breach in the walls; they triumph 1 in my calamity. 

His 


2 errs mmN the troops of their deJlruSiion , i. e, their troops 
of dijin.itt«n We meet with the like tranfpofition of the pronoun 
aihx in 'he Syriac Teilament, Luke xvi. 2. im/va nan 
u rdjh:p mmN chap. vi. 19. *1 he troops of Tuna . 

1S-guinea to ?nake a cauf-jjay: the noun J“]7D,*D a 
high~j.'f!y or aujtnxayy is understood. Compare Ifaiah 1 vii. 14. with 
lxii. !. v r v iit n the word is ufed as a military term, it means the 




wor! 5 ivh.ch are call up by a befieging aimy, Ifaiah xxxvii. 33. 
E^ v j 1. 1 j . 

1 iVyV Mr. I death’s verfion of this word, they triumph , agrees 
V-tii tiic Syriac; They rejoiced ( which hath befallen 
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15. O the deftrafting terrors of that hour! 

When evil like a whirlwind broke my pow’r •, 

When 


His being deflitutc of protedlors againft this outrage, he 
compares to the diftrefs of a city that is without afliftance 
in its utmoft extremity : There is no helper againjl k them • 
And in the next verfe, he refcmbles their numbers, rage, and 
violence, to the fury with which the troops of the enemy 
pour through the breach, and fpread deviation over the 
unhappy town : They came on as to a wide breach \ they rolled 
iJjejnfelves along as m defolation. See Mr. Heath. 

Vcr. 15—31. Terrors are turned , &c.] He now pafleth to 
a general review of his other afflictions, which takes up the 
remainder of the chapter. The flyle here abates fomewhat 
in its vehemence, and is more the language of dcfpairirjg 
grief than of indignation. This fifteenth verfe may be 
tranflated, 


Terrors were turned n upon me : 
They purfued my dignity 0 as wind : 


And 


me. That interpreter read as it is in our printed hebrew 

text, in eo quod accidie mihi ; which the marginal correction changes 
into in my calamity. Mr. Heath remarks, that Schultens 

hath illuftrated in his commentary on Prov, x. 1. and 

fhewn that it fignifies culmen fcandere to be at the heighth of their 
•ucijhes. 

k IDS againjl them . The prepofition figni/ies againft in chap, 
viii. 4. If thy children ha<ve finned againjl him ( )• See alfo 

chap.xx. zj. 

\ pD U is ufed for a breach in a wall I Kings xi. z7. and 
Ifaiait xxv. 13. 

m nnn ft denotes fimilitude in chap, xxxiv. 26. He Jlriketh 


them as njjicked men. 

n nann were turned , they purfued. The firft of thefe 

verbs is fmgular and mafculine : the other is lingular and feminine: 
yet the nominative to both verbs is plural and feminine. 

This is an Arabic idiom. 


0 The Chaldee tarns it iordjhip. j 1 

a prince chap, xxxiv. 18, Job has that title given him chap. xxi. 
zt . therefore means his princely dignity. 
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When my blifs vanifh’d—like a cloud of rain 
Big with falfe promife to the thirdly plain. 

16. And now my foul in forrow melts away. 

Left unfuftain’d in ill's diftreffing day : 

17. My 

And my welfare p pajfed away as a cloud . 

The terrible change which ha4 befallen him, is exprefled ir> 
general terms in the firft member of the period ; Terrors , 
the particular lofs of his authority in the fecond ; and in* the 
lafl, the ruin of his whole felicity. 

as wind] that is, a Jlormy wind 1 as the chaldec turns it. 
That this is the image, is evident from ver. 22. Thou Uftejl 
me up to the wind: thou caufeji me to ride upon it , &c. 

as a cloud'] tranfient duration is exprefled by the fame em¬ 
blem chap. vii. 9. But here difappcuitment may be alfo in¬ 
cluded r : For Schultcns obferves, that it is ufual with the 
Arabian writers to compare hopes and promifes which are 
not fulfilled, to a cloud which raifes expedition of a plentiful 
ftiower but is prefently difperfed by the wind. If we lived 
ih the parched country of Arabia, we fhould be more fenflble 
cf the propriety and force of this companion. 

Ver. 16. upon me] in me 3 ; as in Pfalm xlii. 4. When 1 
remember thefe things , I pour out my foul in me 1 . We. fay in 
our language, at leaft in poetry, fuch a one is difolved in 
The foundation of the metaphor is, that in excefllve 


p m y welfare. It denotes in Arabic, as Schultent 

fhews, all that amplitude of fortunes- which conflitates a ccmpleat 
worldly felicity. 

H rnn Chald. a furious form: See Pfal, xviii, 43. where 

again the Targum has Compare Job iv. 9. where a fudden 

and dellrudtive calamity is likened to the havock made by a florm 
of wind. 

r Jude ver. 12. Clouds without water, 

6 * 7 ^ 

* ’ 7 y in me. So our bible renders ver, 17. pty bones are 

pierced in me, 4 
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17* My pain ne’er (lumbers, all night long I groan. 

It racks each (inew, and corrodes each bone: 

18. My mantle, by my llrong difeafe pofleft, . 
Hath chang’d its form, and girds me like my veftj 

19. I’m 

grief, as well as fear, the mind lefes all confiflency. The 
Arabians ftyle a fearful perfon, one who hath a watry heart > 
or whofe heart melts away like water Compare Exod, 
xv. 15. 

Ver. 17. My berns, &c.] Thij and the next verfe relate to 
his difeafe , which tortured him by night as well as by day 
without intermiffion. Some of the fymptoms which he de- 
feribes, refemble thofe of the rheumatifm. They might how¬ 
ever, I fuppofe, all be the effects of his ulcers. See the note 
on chap. ii. 7. vii. 5. Alfo, Mead’s Medica Sacra, c. ii. p. 18. 

my ftnews\ The hebrew word tranflated fin run occurs no 
more. I rather think, it fhould be turned my growing 
pains 

Ver. 18. By the great force , &c. J He here giveth us a ffrong 
idea of the violence and naufeoufnefs of his difeafe. Foul 
matter iffued from his ulcers in fuch abundance, as to foak 
through his robe and change its form. It no longer ap¬ 
peared like a garment, much lefs like a loofe upper garment; 
but duck as dofe to him as his tunic. 

By the great force of my difeafe my upper 
garment is changed * .* 


■ Pococke in Carm . Tograi. p. 101. 

» my gnawers. Ic feems to be the a&ive participle of the 

verb ply which fignifies t o gnaw ver. 3. gnawing the wildernefs, 
that is, the roots of wild plants. See the note there. Cafleilio 
feems to have anderflood sp^y to mean my tormentors: for his ver- 
fion is, infeftorque fine ulla intermijfione . The Chaldee renders it 
]DVD t ^ e J whiib gnajb their teeth : Tbe Vulgate, et qui (dclores) 
me comedunt, non darmiunt , And thofe (pains) which prey upon me, 
take no reft. 

* t&QTMV ** changed. It fignifies to put off a garment, alfo to 
alter one’s form and appearance, /* difguife . bee I Sam. xxviii. 8. 

r I Kings 
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19. I’m held impure, as one bemir'd all o’er; 

The public fcorn, like fweepings of the floor. 

20. To 


It bindctb me about as * my tunic. 

The coat , or tunic, was a clole-bodied frock. The garment y 
being here diftinguifhed from that, muft mean the hyke y or 
loofe gown, which was worn over the tunic z . 

Ver. 19. He hath caji me y &c.] Here he complains of God, 
whom he mentions abruptly as in other places. See chap* 
xvii. 4. xxiii. 3. The complaint is, that the grofleft turpi¬ 
tude was thrown on his charadcr, by means of his afflidions. 
He was held in abomination : He appeared to men as morally 
foul, as one appears foul in a literal fenfe who hath been 
roiled in mud ; and as contemptible as the dirt of the ftrccts' 
and the fweepings of the hearth. This infamy lay heavy on 
his mind. Even his hope in the future judgement could not 
make him eafy to leave the world in the horrid charader of 
a wicked wretch accurfcd of God. He had often, therefore,- 
and importunately begged of God to bring him to a trial be¬ 
fore he died, but without efted; as he complains in the 
next verfe. 

* 

ir.to the mire] He had reprcfented the odium which his ca-* 
Iamities had brought upon him, by the fame image and in 
the fame complaining way chap, ix, 31. Yet hajl thou plunged 
me in a ditch , fo that mine own clothes abhor me . 

like dujl and ajhes\ This feems to be a proverbial expref- 
flon for vilcncfs and contemptible?!cfs . Gen. xviii. 27. 


I Kings xx. 38. t^£)nrV ls here u kd paflively, as CDHfV fwat 
*warmed chap. xxxi. 20. Crinfoz turns the hrft member of this 
verfe. Met habits font tous penetrez de la matiere qui fort en abondance 
de mes plates . 

y as. The Chaldee interpreter confidcred as expletive, 
fecundum tunicam meam after the manner of my tunic . 
Our bibie tranflation renders it according to in Exod, xvi. zl. 
according as in Malachi ii. 9. 

J See Shaw’s Travels , p. 226. 410. 
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20. To thee my fervent fupplications cry, 

Deaf is thy ear, and pitilefs thine eye. 

21. Thou once waft gracious, why fo alter’d now, 
To me fo alter’d, fo fevere thy brow ? 

Cruel to me ; me, fo belov'd of late, 

Thy ftrong hand crufties with its dreadful weight* 

22. Rous’d by almighty force, a furious ftorm, 
Commiflion'd thy Item purpofe to perform, 

Upcaught 

Ver. 20—31. I cry unto thee , &c.] He now turns dire&Iy 
to God, whom he addrefleth on the fubjett of his affli&iono 
in very moving terms, to the end of the thirty-firft verfe. 

Ver. 20. I Jland up,] Jlanding being the ufual pofture in 
prayer among the Hebrews, to Jland , or Jland up, is fome- 
times put for to pray, as Grotius remarks in his note on 
Matt. vi. 5. See Gen. xviii. 22. Jerem. xv. 1. 

Ver. 21. Thou art become cruel 2 , &c,] This language to 
God is crude and irreverent. His fpirit is far from being 
humbled as yet The embarraflinent of the poem is ftill 
kept up, but is on the eve of a folution. 

thou cppofejl thyfelf h , &c.] The differing verfions of the 
hebrew word fhew its ambiguity. Mr Heath prefers the 
faife it bears in the Ethiopic, thou hajl overwhelmed me. 

Ver. 22. Thou Uftejl me up, &cc. J Thou Uftedjl me up, thou 
€aufedjl , &c. thou dtjjblvedjl , &c. H« refers to his cruel over¬ 
throw ; 




a 1 T 3 K cruel . LXX. unmercifully. We turn it Jierce 

in chap. xJi. 10. (Heb. ver. 2.) but cruel in lfaiah xiii. 9. Behold 
thi day of the Lord comsth , cruel both with 'wrath and Jierce anger % 

See alfo Deut. xXxii. 33. 

b ':nmn LXX. pt tflariyutru; thou hajl fcourgedme. Chaldee' 
♦jjoun thou threatenejl me, Vulgate, adverfaris mi hi, thou op- 
pojejl thyfilf againjl me • Syriac, UflDDD ^ou hajl bound nut 
amtb fitters. 
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Upcaught me, whirl’d me on its eddying guft. 
Theft dafh’d me down, and fhatter’d me to duft. 

23. I know, that, foon, thy unrelenting doom 

Will bring me to man’s common home the tomb ; 

24. But, O allwage thefe pains, with gentle hand 
In peace difmifs me to that dreary land : 

25. Was 


throw ; which he repreTents by the forcible image of being 
caught up high into the air, by a ftorm of wind, then thrown 
down and dallied in pieces on the ground. 

my fubflance z ] The hebrew word fecms to import all that be 
cnee was, andpojjejjed ; his riches, his authority, his honours, 
his health, and his good name. 

Ver. 23. For 1 know , &c.] If I do not midakc, he ex- 
prefleth here a firm perfuafion that his difeafe would prove 
mortal I think he begs in the next verfe for a mitigation 
of his tortures, and an eafy death : Arid in the 25th verfe 
he urges his petition for that mercy, by the compaflion which 
he himfelf had always felt for the wretched. 

Ver. 24. Howbeity &c.] The fird fentence of this obfeure 
period lies very clear in the Chaldee, Only let him not fend bis 
Jlroke z in hot anger r ; that is, let him not inflift upon me a 
hard death. The Pfalmid, Paying to God not to affliit 

him 


c rvtsnn quodfuit mihiy from fuil, Cocceius. 
d >>ee chap. vi. zf. xvi. 22. (confult the note) xvii. 1. 
c The hebrew is tf ^ et ^ m not f c)l ^ t ^ ?e fl r °k e ' 1 ° 

chap, xxiii. 2. “p a Jlroke> denotes his fufferings in general. Here 
the connexion (hews it to mean the Jlroke tf death . 

f tfnJTO in hot anger . The hebrew is ’3/3 for 
ellipj is of the prepofition being very common in the poetical 
books, tf ppp I s a metaphor for violent anger from the boiling 
of water over the fire. See chap. xli. 31. Heb. ver. 23. 
may alfo be a metaphor for wrath , taken from the fame thing : 
for it may be derived from pJJQ i0 cau / e t0 Ifaiah lxiv. 2. 

Heb. ver, 1. 


T 
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25. Was I unfeeling of another’s woe ? 

Did not my forrow with the mourner’s flow ? 

26. Bright were the vifions, which my fancy fram’d. 
Of heav’ns unclouded and of hopes unlham’d: 
But foul adverfity, with fudden night. 

Blotted thofe lovely vilions from my fight. 

27. Since 


him in fe verity, exprefleth himfelf in fimilar terms: Pfalm 
vi. 1. O Lord rebuke me not in thine anger, neither chajien vu in 

thy hot difpltafure. 

The hebrew text in the fecond fentence appears to me 
depraved. But not one of the ancient verfions will aflift us 
to reftore it. Poflibly the following tranflation may give it 
a fenfe which agrees with the context; 0 that s there might 
be, hi hh defraying Jiroke h , an alleviation 1 of thefe k pains I He 
praycth carneifly for a gentle death. 

Ver. 26. IVhen I looked , See.] He expe&ed to be made 
happy all his life through the divine benediction on his cha¬ 
rity and other virtues. But inftead of that, he was made mod; 
miferable. This is his complaint here. The verfes which 
follow, are an enlargement on his miferable condition. 


E Dtt ntinam! The englifh bible renders Dft O that in 
1 Chron. iv. 10 . O that thou vsouldeft hlefs me , indeed. &c. 

h TPS his dfflrudion. It means a calamity that brings death. 
For the verb in Arabic fignihes to die % and in its fourth conjugatioa 
to fay . Vid. Cartel!. Compare Job xxxi. 29. Prov. xxiv. 22. 
his cefruQion means die deHru&ion inflided by him, i. e. Gcd. 

* an alleviation . Schultens illurtrates this word by the 

Arabic, and has made appear, with probability, that it mean* 
(1) eafementof the throat from a ftoppage ; (2) eafement in any 
other cafe of diftrefs. See his Commentary. 

k ai *° thefe things. The want of an antecedent to this 
pronoun is one caufe of the difficulty of the whole fentence. But 
it cannot be thought, that a man in the mod violent agitations of 
grief lhould exprefs himfelf with accuracy. The antecedent was 
jn his own mind. He had been fpeaking of his tortures: Thefe 
were the things from which he wanted to be relieved. 
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27. Since when, my tortures no remifllon find. 

Fire in my veins, and tumult in my mind : 

28.1 mourn, with fwelter’d countenance I mourn* 

In hotter flames than hotteft funs I burn •, 

And among crouds, unable to contain. 

Shriek in the anguifh of outrageous pain. 

29. In lonefomewaftes, where mournful creatures yell. 
Where wails the fcreaming oftrich, let me dwell ; 

30. A 

Ver. 27. My bowels boiled , &rc.] My inward parts boil with• 
tret intermijjion : evil times have befallen me Thefe expref- 
fions, in their literal meaning, deferibe the violent inward 
heat caufed by his inflammatory difeafe. They maylikewife 
include the ferment of his mind ever fmee his affli&ions came 
upon him. The heart and the reins , in the oriental figurative 
Hyle, denote the thoughts and paflions. 

Ver. 28. / went mournings &c,] I am grown blaek m y but 
not with the fun ra . I Jland up , and Jhriek out in the ajfembly . 
H is diftemper had made his complexion as fwarthy as that of 
the poor labourers in the field, who are expofed to the 
fcorching fun in thofe hot climates : and fo fharp were his 
pains, that he was not able to forbear fhrieking out before 
company. 

Ver. 29. I am a brother , &c. ] Affinity in difpofition and 
circumftances, as well as in blood, is denoted by this term 
among the eaftem nations. 

dragons — owls] dragons — o/lriches. The hebrew name which 
is tranflated dragons is Tannim y or Tannin n , and Tannot 


1 Caftellio. 

m Mr. Heath, “"Hp* *^p fignifies black chap. vt. 16. 

Which are blark by reajon of the ice. The verb denotes 

xujiom and habit , So it is ufed in the conjugation hitbpael Pfal. 
XXXV. 14. 

n Lament, iv. 3. Tannin , which is with the Chaldee termina* 
ticra of the plural number. The marginal correction, however, 
Tamtim, • Malachi i. 3. 

T a 
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30. A fkeleton, of bones bak’d dry within. 

Scarce fhaded with a fwart and Ihriveli’d fkin : 

31 . My 

What fpecies of animals is intended by it, has not yet been 
delermified with certainty. Its being coupled with the cjlricb 
here, and in feveral other places p, fhews it to be an inhabi¬ 
tant of the dcfert. It is cxprefsly called fo, in Mai. i. 3. 
the dragons of the zvildernefs ; where by the wildcmcfs is meant 
the deferts of Arabia Petraea, the country of Efau and of 
Job. It alfo is a creature that has a mournful voice, Micah i. 
8 . / will wail and hozvl ... I will make a wailing like the 
dragons , and mourning like the of riches, Laftly, the female 
hath breafls, and fuckles its young. Lamentations iv. 3. Our 
Tranflators, fenfible that the defeription there cannot agree 
to the dragon , render it fea-tnonjlers. Even the fea-monjleri 
(Tannin) draw out the breajl , they give fuck to their young 
ones : the doughter of my people is become cruel like the oflriches in 
the wildernefs. The ingenious Dr. Shaw is of opinion, that 
T'annim, Tannin , and Tannot are to be taken for Jackal Is s ; 
which make a hideous howling in the night r . 

Owls ] in the margin, ojlriches. The hebrew term is benot 
jaanah % the daughters of vociferation. The males are called 
jaanim (Lament, iv. 3.) which our Tranflators render 
Ojlriches . Dr. Shaw was an ear-witnefs to the hideous noifes 
which oflriches make in the night : <6 During the lonefome 
part of the night, fays that entertaining traveller, they often, 
made very doleful and hideous noifes ; which would fome-^ 
times be like the roaring of a lion, at other times it would 
bear a nearer refcmblance to the hoarfer voice of other qua¬ 
drupeds. 


' P Ifaiah xiii. 21, zz. xxxiv 13. xliii. 20. The reader will be 
pleafed 10 take notice, that this word Tannim is twice ufed as a 
noun Angular, viz, Ezek. xxix. 3. xxxii. 2. In the former of 
thefe two places our bible turns it a dragon ; but in the latter, a 
whale. But it fignifies in both the crocodile , 

^ Travels, p. 43 I. 4to. 

1 See the englifh tranflation of Bufbequius, p. 58, 59. where 
there is an account of Jackalls. 

■ roy* vociferation , from ex clam are, clamare fort iter. 

Efxod xxxii. 18. It is not the voice of them that Jhout ( ) f or : 

TTinJlerj , 
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31. My pipe is broken, and my harp is dumb, 

Grief with her weeping train to me is come * 
And fighs, and plaintive founds, and funeral dole 
Are now the mujic of my fadden’d foul. 

Chap. 

XXXI. 

1. In folemn league I bound my roving eye ; 

“ Beware the lovely maid, from beauty fly 

2, 3. For 

drupeds, particularly of the bull and the ox. I have often 
heard them groan as if they were in the greateft agonies.” 
Travels , p. 450—455. 4to. 

Ver. 30. My Jkin , &c.] As his difeafe made fo large a 
part of his deplorable condition, he mentions again the vio¬ 
lence of it; in the change it had effected in his complexion, 
and the intolerable heat which had dried, as it were, the very 
marrow in his bones. 

Ver. 31. My harp , &c.] Thefe feem proverbial expref- 
fions for a moft melancholy change of condition from happy 
to wretched. We cannot form an adequate idea of the force 
of the latter expreflion, the voice of them that weep, without 
reading the accounts which travellers have ttiven us of the 
excellive lamentations of the caftcrns in their funeral pro- 
ccflions. See Dr. Rulfel’s Natural Hijlory of Aleppo, and 
Pitt’s Account of the Mahometans. 

my organ] my pipe. See the note on chap. xxi. 12. 

CHAP. XXXI. 

The apology contained in this chapter, and which turns 
chiefly on his behaviour in private life, is not the eftuflon of 
vanity and felf-applaufe. It is, in regard to his antagonifts, 
necelTary (elf-defence and folid refutation. Yet, I think, 
from its connection with the fore<rom:i account of his fuffer- 

o o 

ings, and from verfes 35, 36, 37, his favourite defign evr-' 
cicjitly is to (hew, that God had multiplied his wounds without 

T 3 cauft % 



278 THE BOOK OF JOB. Chap.XXXL 

2, 3. For O what ruin, from the Pow > r above. 

Hangs o’er the lewd, and burfts on lawlefs love ! 

4. Could 

eaufe *. In this view he is chargeable with juftifying him- 
ielf more than Cod; that is, making his own eaufe to be 
more juft than that of Providence. However, if we except 
this fault, the picture he has drawn is a mafterly piece of 
moral painting. Nothing can be more finifhed and amiable 
than the character here reprefented. It is an exemplification 
of the moft benevolent virtue, infpired and ennobled by the 
moft rational and exalted piety. In ihort, this apology may 
be juftly ftyled a fine epitome of morality and religion. 

There is a manifeft diflocation of the 35th, 36th, and ^7 th 
verfes ; which are a bold defire of an inditement from God, 
and an appeal to this account of his life as an anfwer to it. 
Thofe verfes therefore ought to clofe the whole. The 38th, 
39th, and 40th verfes, which are an exculpation of himfelf 
from the charge of opprefiion, come in very improperly after 
them ; and fhould rather be fubjoined to lome other articles 
of injuft ice. The order in which I have ventured to arrange 
the feveral heads of his defence, is what appeared to me 
moft natural; 

Firft, Lewdnefs, falfliood, and adultery; ver. 1, 2, 3,4* 
5, 6, 9, io, 11, 12. 

Secondly, Injuftice, in its feveral kinds; ver. 7, 8, 13* 
14, 15, 21, 22, 23, 38, 39, 40. 

Thirdly, Refentment of injuries; ver. 29, 30. 

Fourthly, Inhumanity; ver. 16—20, 31, 32. 

Fifthly, Avarice; ver. 24, 25. 

Sixthly, Idolatry; ver. 26, 27, 28. 

Seventhly, Proteftation of fincerity in this defence; ver. 
33 ’ 34 * 

Laftly, His oiler to bring his eaufe with God to an iftuc 
cn the footing of this apology; ver. 35, 36, 37, 


It 


Chap. XXXI. THE BOOK OF JOB, 279 

4, Could lhades conceal me ? or, whene’er I ftray’d. 
One ftep his all-obferving fight evade ? 

5. if 

It is hoped, that the above tranfpofitions will be excufed ; 
fince they do not prejudice the fcnfe, nor alter even a word 
of the infpired writer. 

Ver. 1. Why then , See.] that B I would not “ gaze upon w a 
maid . Compare Matt. v. 28. 

Sir Richard Steel has jufHy remarked, that when a man 
is accufed, it is allowable not only to fay as much as will re¬ 
fute his adverfaries; but, if he can, he may afTert things of 
himfelf praife-worthy: which ought not to be called vanity 
in him, but juifice againft his opponent \ by proving it is 
not only falfe what is faid as to the fault laid to his charge, 
but alfo that he hath exerted the contrary virtue. 

Ver. 2. portion — inheritance ] Thefe are terms for divine 
punifhments, chap. xx. 29. xxvii. 13. 

Ver. 3. the wicked—workers of iniquity'] Thefe general ex- 
preflions are limited by the context to mean debaiukcrs of 
virgins. 

a Jlrange punijhtnent *] The hebrew word comprehends 
all the tragical things intended by dejlruttion in the former 
fen ten ce. 


Caftellio renders nequaquam ; paciionemfeci cum mtis 
oculis ntquaquam afpicere virgines . This particle frequently iignifics 
non in the Koran. Tt is alfo ufed in the fenfe of ne in Cant. viii. 4. 
that ye Jiir not () up, nor () auuake ?ny love. Sc c. See 
likewife Pocock, in Carm. Fogr. p. 107. 

w pTDjHN It means to look <wiftfully upon , in Pfal. x xxvii. 10. 
where it is englifhed to confider diligently. It ought to have been 
rendered in fome fuch way in ver. 20. of the foregoing chapter ; 
/ Jiand up and thou lookeft 'wiflfully upon me, without affording me 
any afliftance. 

x 133 in many copies. It means in Arabic grievous 
tnijery . Vid. Schulcens’ Commentary, 

T 4 
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5. If e*er I walk’d with Falfhood, e’er my feet 
Stole to the winding paths of bafe Deceit— 

6. Let God, who knows me upright from my youth. 
Weigh me in his impartial lcale of truth. 

9. If> 

Ver. 5. with vanity] falfaod*. Faljhood and deceit being 
here placed immediately after the crime of corrupting vir¬ 
gins, import, I apprehend, the falfe promifes and other de-« 
ceiving arts pradlifed by the feducers of women. Other- 
wife, they may be underftood as oppofed to that probity which 
he had maintained in all his focial intercourfe It may be 
proper to obferve, this and all the following articles of de¬ 
fence are delivered in the form of a folemn oath * If 1 have 
done thus and thus , God do Jo and more to me . The impreca¬ 
tory claufe of the oath is for the moll part exprefled through¬ 
out the apology: And where it is omitted, it is underftood $ 
as in this place ana fome few more. 

if my foot hath hajlcd , &c.] To hajle to deceit can fignify 
nothing lefs than promptitude and eagernefs to deceive; 
which is the eife£I of inveterate habit . But a vindication 
of himfelf from a habit of deceiving would be faint indeed.. 
The tranflation I apprehend ought to have been, if my foot 
hath gone in fdence 2 to deceit. The expreflion to go in jilence 
chara&erifes the ftill and private manner of executing fchemes 
of fraud and fedudlion. 

Ver. 7. If my jiep , &c.l The firft fcntcnce exprefleth the 
commiflion of fome unjuft adlion : for the way denotes the 
way of jujlice *. The fecond fentence mentions the corrupt 

defire 


y It means dijjimulation and falfe profefjions in Pfalm xii. z. 

flny Jpeak vanity ( ) every one with bis neighbour : with fat - 

tei ing lips , and vjitb a double heart do they fpeak» See alfo Pfal* 
cxliv. 8. xxvi. 4. 

2 t^nn filter ivityfrom fare. Mercer well exprefleth 

the meaning, et furti-vo ac fUnti pede ad fraudesn ivi % 

a Amos ii. 6 , 7. Prov; xvii. 23. A wicked man taketh a &fK 
out cf the lofom l to pervert the ways of judgement . 
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9. If, fir’d by wedded charms, the fav’ring hour 
I watch’d, in ambulh at my neighbour’s bow’r; 

10. May the poor captive’s lot my wife difgrace. 
Mean talks by day, by night a forc’d embrace: 

11. For 

defire and purpofe excited by Tome vifible objeft. The laft 
fpecifies the tempting objeft, namely a bribe ; and if any 
thin* b hath cleaved to my hands , that is, as the Greek verfion 
explains it. If I have touched gifts with my hands . His adver¬ 
saries‘gave broad hints that he had been guilty of this crime, 
chap. :<i. 14. xv. 34. xxii. 8. 

Ver. 8- let my offsprings &c.J He now had no offspring. 
If this tranllauon therefore be right, the meaning of the 
imprecation mail be ; that he fhould have deferved the ex¬ 
tirpation of his family, in cafe he had taken gifts to pervert 
the wavs of judgement. But this latter member of the pe¬ 
riod will better tally with the former, if we turn the hebrew 
word according to its primary fign i beat ion ; let my produce* 
be rooted up \ by floods or other caufes of defolation. 

Ver. 9. If mine heart , &c.] If mine heart was allured J by 
(towards ■) another mans wife r . A woman here means a 
married woman . It Hands oppofed to a maid , in ver. i. and 
is engliihed wife in ver. 10. my zvife \ in the hebrew, my 
woman. 

Ver. 10. Let my wife grind, &c.] I meet with no evidence 

that 


. b Cl any thing. It feems to be the fame with fTOIKO in 
Deut. xiu. 7 . And there Jhad cleave nought ( xb noiNvj not 
any thing) of the cur Jed thing to thine hand . 

c m y p r °duce. The Chaldee renders it the Jhoots cf tny 

young plants ; Crinfoz, qWon arrache entierement tout ce que jc plan - 
term. We englilh it that which cometh out of the earthy m liaiah 
xiii. 

41 rinsj inefiatur. Schultens. 

/ V It denotes the motion of the heart towards the alluring 
objett, in Cant. vii. it. his defire is towards (?y) me, 

' LXX. et t^r,x.oyjdiivi7iv n r.ufXia (in yunzuci atityo; cTtfUj If 

my heart went after the wife ef another man* 
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11. For’tis a crime, ye judges, which lhould ihare 
The fharpeft vengeance of the fword you bear : 

12. For ’tis a flame, whofe furious wrath would Ihoot 
Through all my fubftance and devour the root. 

7. If, when I faw fome glittering prize difplay’d. 
My eyes defir* d it, and my heart obey’d j 
And, turning from the path where Juftice ftands, 
The tempting bribe defil’d my venal hands j 

8. Perifh my crops ! or let my harvefts feed 
The wafteful riots of an alien breed. 

13. if 

that the term grind is ufed in fcripture in an obfcene fenfe. 
The ancients ground their corn with hand-mills. This was 
the work of female fervants R ; and captives were employed 
in all fervile works b . Some underftand the whole verfe of 
voluntary profiitution. An idea fo fliocking could fcarce enter 
into his heart. I rather think, he refers to the compulfive 
meafures that were ufed towards women captives b . 

Ver. 11. an iniquity to be punifhed by the judges] This 
verfion appears truly to exprefs the fenfe of the original. 
The hebrew word for judges i clearly means an authoritative 
judge in Exod. xxi. 22. k and the phrafe an iniquity of the 
judges k muft furely fignify an iniquity fit to be punifhed by 
legal judges 

ver. 12. fire y See.] The pfalmift reprefents ruinating 
calamities by the fame fimile. Pfal. lxxxiii. 14. 


e Exod. xi. 5. See alfo the OdyfTey xx. 105, &c. 

* See Iliad, i. 29—31. 

1 D’T^iD Alfo the verb in I Sam. ii. 25. fignifies to execute 
the office of a judge by legal authority : If one man fin againfi ano- 
tber the judge ( ) Jballjudge bine () 

k py an iniquity of the judges . 

1 So chap, xi x. 29, Equities of the fword , that 

is, •worthy of the punijhmeut of the/word* 


4 
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13. If I defpis’d my flave, controlling right 
By will imperious and a mailer’s might; 

14. How Hull I face the righteous Judge of all. 

Or how defend me at his dreaded call ? 

I 

15. Was not our Maker one ? and one our frame ? 

Was not the womb his mold ? and mine the fame ? 

21. If 

Ver. 14. when God rifeth up] to judgement. The phrafe- 
©lo^y feems to have been taken from human judicatures. A 
judire, I fuppofe, flood up when he palled fentence. The 
fcripture frequently exprefleth God’s judicial interpolitions in 
this manner. See Pfal, iii. 8. vii. 6. ix. 20. xii. j. 

Ver. 15. Did not be that made , &c.j Wc meet with this 
humane fentiment in Seneca, Ep. xlvii. Vis tu cogitare , 

The equality of all men by nature, is a flrong argument 
againft tyrannical abufe of thofe diftindtians, which divine 
Providence has eftablifhed in the world for the good of 
fociety. 

one] one God and father of all, who is no refpe&er of 

per Ions. 

Ver. 18. For f ran my youth , &c.] His natural temper was 
humane, and grew to a habit in early life. The tranflation 
of this difficult verfe fliould be, I apprehend, For companion* 
grew up with me^ I brought it n from my mother's womb . 


m The Syriac renders it dolores ; the Vulgate, miferatio 5 

CallcJiio, mi/ericcrdla. They all read which in the Syriac 

1 

tell ament (Rom. ix. z.) denotes furrow for another's mifery. The 
veib Jfo in Hebrews x. ^4. fignifies to ccmpaffionate : Ye had cofftm 
pajfmn of me , DcO Greek avms'Jyt.eotnu 

; rum# v. egrej/a eft : Caftellio, earn (mifericordiam) eduxi m 
The pronoun affix * s feminine ; becaufe the antecedent 3 K 3 . 
like ievcral other noun (ubftantives with a mafeuhne termination, 
was probably of me kmiiune or die of the common gender. Vid. 
Guarin’s Grammat , Hebr . vol. i. p. 51. 
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21. If at an orphan’s head I {hook my hand, 
Secure the hall of judgement to command j 

22. That arm be {batter’d, let my {boulder’s ball 
Disjointed from its guilty mortoife fall: 

23.1 fear’d deftruftion : could my pow’r contend 
With pow’r almighty the wrong’d orphan’s friend? 

38. Its 

Ver. 21. my help in the gate ] He means his authority and 
influence in the court of judicature, in which he prefided. 
See chap. xxix. ver. 7, Sic . 

Ver. 22. Then let mine arm , &c.] Then let my Jhoulder fall 
from the Jhoulder-blade , and my arm be broken from the elbow 
There is a ftriking grandeur in this imprecation on the arm 
that was lifted up to threaten p an orphan in a court of 
juftice. 

Ver. 26 — 28. If when I beheld the fun , &c.] Sabiifm , or 
the worfhip of the heavenly bodies, was doubtlefs the molt 
ancient fpecies of idolatry. The Arabs went early.into it. 
They adored the fun, the moon, the planets, and the fixed 
ftars. The principles on which this falfe religion was 
founded, were, that man muft not approach the fupreme 
Being without a mediator—That the angels are our media¬ 
tors, who prefent our worfhip to God and convey his blef- 
fings to us —And that thofe intelligences, the angels, inhabit 
the fixed ftars and planets, the fun, and the moon ; which 
are to them what our bodies are to our fpirits, and arc the 
medium of their communication with u$ 

Ver. 26- the moon walkings &c.] He feems to mention the 
moon with a fort of diftindiion and preheminence ; perhaps, 
becaufe the Arabs computed their year by the periodical re¬ 
volutions of that planet, and regulated their religious fefti-. 
vals by her motion. 

Ver. 27. hath been fecretly enticed , &c.] hath been enticed in 
fecret. This circumftance deferves attention. It leads to a 

right 


0 LXX. re uyxww.* 

P See Ifaiah x. 32. 

*3 Pocock. Sfccim. Wjl. Arab • p. 5, 138 to 145. 
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38. Its rightful owner if my land bemoan, 

Held in hard bondage if its furrows groan: 

39 • 

right explanation of the following verfe. He fpeaks, you 
find, of an inclination of the heart, which no man knoweth ; 
and of a fubfequent adtion done in privacy, which no man 
was witnefs of. I am obliged to the judicious Mr. Peters r 
for the fubftance of this remark. 

or my mouth , &c.] and my mouth hath k'ljjed my hand. Killing 
the idol was an a<tt of religious homage . At this day the 
Mahometans, in their worfhip at Mecca, kifs the black 
ftone which is fattened in the corner of the Beat-Allah , as 
often as they pafs by it in their rapid walks round that 
facred building. If they cannot come near enough to kifs 
it, they touch it with their hand and kifs that f . This 
feems a remain of the ancient idolatry, though not pradlifed 
as fuch by them. See Le Clerc on Exod. xx. 5. 

The heavenly bodies being at too remote a dittancc for a 
falute of the mouth, their worfhippers fubftituted kitting their 
own hand in the place of that ceremony. 

Ver. 28. This alfo , &c.] Even this u ; even this inclination 
of the heart and killing the hand, on looking at the fun and 
moon, were an heinous crime. 

an iniquity to be punittied by the judge] I apprehend the 
translation fhould be ; Even this were iniquity to be punifoed by 
my judge w ; or, which comes to the lame meaning, even this 
were iniquity , 0 my judge . By his judge he mutt furely mean 

God : 


r See his excellent Dijfertation on the book of Job, 
a I Kings xix. 18. 

1 Pitt’s Account of the Mahometans, Sale’s Preliminary Difcourfe * 
Reland de Rcligione Mohatn, 

Kin even this . See the like emphatical fenfe of CJl in 
Gen. xx. Prov. xxiii. 15. 

my judge. We had the judges ver. !i. the 

fingular number cf which is not for the plural of that* 

according to grammatical analogy, would be 
is its fingular number. Wherefore 1*7* is that lingular noun 
with the pronoun affix of the firliperfon, my judge . Vid. Guarin's 
Grammat , Hebr. vol, i. p, 64, 
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39. If the defrauded peafant curs’d my field, 

Or blood of innocence my title feal’d ; 

40. May brambles, for a harveft, choke the foil. 

And weeds unwholfome mock the ploughman** 
toil 1 

29. If when misfortune fmote my deadly foe, 

I fmil’d in fecret, and enjoy’d hh woe ; 

30-1, 

God: For who elfe can take cognizance of the motions of 
the heart, or of hidden aftions ? ver. 27. It appears there¬ 
fore clearly to me, that he is not fpeaking of idolatry as a 
crime punifhable by human magijlrates; but as worthy of 
punifhment by GocL 

for I Jhotdd have denied, &c.] Polytheifm is a dire<£t denial 
of the unity of God: And idolatry is, in every fpecies of it, 
a renunciation of his foie title to the religious homage of 
his reafonable creatures. 

Ver. 29, 30. If I rejoiced, &c. ] Not to rejoice in the ruin 
of an implacable enemy, nor even to allow ourfelves to give 
him reproachful language, or fo much as to wifh him ill, is 
virtue in no inconfiderable degree. But to wifh well to 
him, and to do him good offices, is a pitch of virtue known 
only to the moft benevolent of all religions ; and recom¬ 
mended only by the greateft of ail teachers and the moft 
perfedl of all examples. 

Ver. 31. If the men of my tabernacle, &c. ] He appeals to 
his own domeftics for his bounty towards them and liberality 
to all others. Ikenius, quoted by Schultens, hath given the 
cleareft tranflation of this verfe : If the men of my tabernacle do 
not fay , who can produce r a perfon not fail fed from his flejb * ? 

that 


x *12 9 U * S dab it* i. e, exhibebit , as in chap. xiv. 4. Schultens. 

y n&OD/™*- or cf r his fejht that is, the flefh of his camel* 
and fheep which he flew for entertainment of Grangers, as well as 
for the fuftenance of his own family. Schultens compares the ex- 


preflion with that fimilar one in I Sam xxv. 11. Shall I then take 
my bread . and my nvater 9 and my fief (*nrQD **9 JlaughttrJ that 
I have hilled for say fearers, &c. 
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30.1, who forbad my tongue the fpiteful word. 

And ev’n a revengeful wilh abhorr’d— ■ ■- 


16. Did I repulfe the lowly-bending poor ? 

Or went the widow weeping from my door 

j 7. Have I e’er feafted with a churlifti pride 
Alone, without an orphan at my fide ? 

18. Humane affeftion from the womb I drew. 

And with my growth the tender paflion grew 2 

19. Whene’er a naked wretch before me pafs’d, 

His ftarv’d limbs Ihivering in the wintry blaft ; 

20. Has the warm life, new bounding in his veins. 
Not blefs’d the woolly riches of my plains ? 

31. If my own houfe atteft not; “ When he din’d, 
tc Who, unreplenifli’d from his table,pin’d? 3 ’—^ 

32. My gate flew open at the pilgrim’s voice, 

Beneath my roof I bade his heart rejoice. 

24. If 

that is, from his provifions. The Chaldee interpreter un- 
derftood it in the fame manner, “ who cutteth of his flefli 
unfatisfied r” 

Ver. 32. The Jlranger , &c. ] His family, he fays, were wit- 
nefles of his hofpitality. This virtue was, and ftill is, the 
national character of the Arabs. They value themfelves 
upon it as their higheft glory. One of their poets exprefleth 
himfelf very warmly on this fubjeft : 46 How often, when 
eccho gave me notice of a Granger's approach, have I ftirred 
my fire that it might give a clear blaze. I flew to him as to 
a prey, through fear that my neighbours flaould get pofleflion 
$f him before me,’* 


The 
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24. If I e’er whifper’d to the precious duft. 

Be thou my idol, thou my fovereign truft ; 

25. Or glory’d in the pow’r vaft wealth bellows. 

My pulfe high beating as my treafure rofe— 

26. If on the rifing fun, or filver moon 
Majeftic walking to her ftarry noon, 

27.1 look’d ■, and, in the folly of my foul. 

My palm the kifs of filent homage Hole ; 

28. This, O my Judge, were treafon *, this denies 
Thy foie dominion in the earth and (kies. 

33. If my defence, like Adam’s, is but art. 

While, unconfeft, guilt rankles in my heart; 

3 4. With 

The learned Schultens, who has favoured us with this 
quotation from the Arabian Anihologia , remarks, that the cccho , 
here mentioned, refers to the pradtice of a (Iranger who tra¬ 
vels in Arabia by night. He imitates the barking of a dog, 
and thus fets all the curs in the neighbourhood a barking. 
Whereupon the people rufh out from all parts, driving who 
fhall get the (Iranger for his gued, 

Ver. 33. like Adam] The Chaldee Paraphraft very juftly 
underdands him here, to appeal to God for the honedy of the 
defence he had been making. tc Iff have covered my tranf- 
greflion before him like Adam.” Adam, when called to by 
God to give account of what he had done, endeavoured to 
palliate his crime. But how did Job come to the knowledge 
of that tranfaftjon ? Adam might relate it to Methufclah, 
into whofe times he lived. From Methufelah the tradition 
might pafs to Noah, then to Shem ; from Shem to Abraham, 
and fo to the feveral branches of the Abrahamic family ; 
from which the three friends of Job defeended, and probably 
Job himfelf. 
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34. With vengeance let th* afiembled clans purfue 
My name; and, exil’d from the public view. 

In lonely filence may I veil my head, 
O’erwhelm’d with terror and with lhame o’erfpread! 

35. Who now an umpire in my caufe will find ? 
Behold my plea, with my own fignet fign’d : 

Let 


Ver. 34. Did I fear , &c.] Th is paflage feems to intimate, 
that it was cuftomary among the Arabs to aflemble all the 
families in a tribe for trying a delinquent of high rank- 
Job imprecates on himftlf luch a folemn condemnation, in 
cafe he had concealed, in this apology, any crime whereof 
he had been guilty. The original will admit of the impre¬ 
catory form adopted by Schultens and Mr. Heath: Verily let 
me fear the great multitude , and let the contempt of families ter¬ 
rify me : let me keep, filence and not go out of the door. The 
punifhment which he imprecates, is, execration by his whole 
tribe, a life of obfeurity, and perpetual impriionmcnt in his 
own dwelling. 

Ver. 35—37. Oh that one would hear mc y &c.] H13 difeon- 
tent with the ways of Providence, and his juftification of 
himfclf, rife here to the higheft pitch that the poet defigned j 
and that the character of piety would allow. To ufe the 
words of the great Michael is tc He challenges God to 
come into judgement with him, and to give his reafons for 
treating him with fuch fe verity. If God would condefcend 
to this, nothing could be more definable or more honourable 
for Job. For it would be evident from God's very accu- 
fation, that he was guilty of no fault but whst is common 
to human frailty. Bolder words than thefe Job had not 
uttered in the whole difpute. Thefe provoked JLiihu to re¬ 
new the debate : and thefe are the expre{lions, for which the 
Almighty chiefly reprimanded him a $ taking little or no no¬ 
tice of the reft.” 


2 fn his A otes cn Dr. LoivlVs Prelections j p. 216. 8vo. 
a Chap. xi. 8. 


U 
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Let God vouchfafe his anfwer ; or indite. 

And the juft roll of my offences write : 

2 6. Th* accufing bill, upon my flioulder born. 

Or as a crown about my temples worn, 

3 7.ru 

Ver. 35. Oh that one would hear me b /] He wifiies for a 
third perfon authorifed to try the caufe between God and 
himfelf. Compare chap. ix. 32, 33. and fee the note. 

behold ?ny defire is] Behold my fignature 9 or my feal c . This 
is a figurative way of exprefling his readinefs and engage¬ 
ment to take his trial. The figure is evidently borrowed 
from the forms of law; and alludes to fome inftrument 
figned by the accufed party, whereby he gave fecurity for his 
appearance on the day of trial. 

that the Almighty would anfwer me\ Let the Almighty aecufe d 
me. This is the fame challenge as that in chap. xiii. 22. 
"Then call thou , and I will anfwer . See the note. 

and that mine adverfary , &c.] and let my adverfary c write 
a bill of accufation By his adverfary he muft mean his 
accvfer , that is, the Almighty ; mentioned as fuch in the 
foregoing fentence. An adverfary in law is the plaintiff. 

Ver. 36. Surely I would take it 9 &c.] The original is much 

ftronger. 


b 92 W* a hearer . it is plainly the fame in fenfe here as 

rPD 1 » ch2 P- 1X - 53 - 

c ’in Michaelis tranflates it Jigillum meum ; Caltellus, dejignatio 
mea t fc. ad caufam meam defendendam. In Ezek. ix ; it de¬ 
notes a Jignature made by a feal: and be called to the man . . . 
which had the writer's ink hern by his fide . . .Jet a ma) k nn) 
upon the foreheads of the men that figh , &c. Compare Rev. vii. 3. 
Olearies informs us, in - his Travels, that the king of Peril a (cals 
his referipts with ink infiead cf wax \ and is therefore always at¬ 
tended by his fecretary with a leal and ink horn. 

d ’jjy’ ft is ufed in the fenfe of accufing , or tefifying againfl , 
in chap. xv. 6. andDeut. xix* 16. 

e ’nn p’K 

f 1 SD a bock or roll ; rendered by LXX, avyyfotyvj by Greuus, 
feripta accufatio ; by Michaelis, adcufatio % 


1 
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37. I’ll lhowj and, princely in the noble ftrife. 

To the great Plaintiff I’ll difplay my life. 

Chap.' 

ftronger, If I do not take it , &c. This is an oath. God do 
fo and more to me, if I do not take the bill of accufation upon 
my fhoulder, as a badge of honour. He means that it would 
afford him matter of triumph: For he was fure it would 
contain no criminal charge. 

and bind it\ &c.] The fentiment rifeth in dignity. He 
fays now, the roll of accufation would be as magnificent an 
ornament to him as a crown. 

Ver. 37. I would declare , &c.] The actions of his whols 
life, or this very defence, fhall be, he fays, his anfwer to the 
inditement, 

as a prince*] This noble expreflion denotes the courage 
and magnanimity, with which he would meet his great 
antagonift; 

However daring and culpable this whole paflage may be 
juftly thought; yet it muft be owned to have an aftonifhing 
grandeur, when it is confidered as the language of confcious 
integrity and fupereminent virtue. 

Ver. 38 -46. If my land , &c.] A fmall degree of atten¬ 
tion will, I imagine, convince any one, that the ipeech ended 
with the foregoing verfe. Thefe verfes therefore are out of 
their original fituation. They would enter properly among 
the articles of injujlice . Mr. Heath has placed them next 
after ver. 25. They might better, perhaps, be introduced 
next after ver. 23. 

Ver. 38. If my land cry , &c ] His land could not reproach 
him with having gotten it by unlawful means, nor with de- 
lrauding of their wages thofe who tilled it for him ; much 
lefs with having taken away any man's life by falfe accufation, 
or otherwii'e, in order to coiififcate his eftate. Compare 
James v. 4. Habak. ii. 11. I Kings xxi. 


s yn Its verb in Arabic fignifies futerauit # <vicit \ anitnofasp 
magnanmus fnit % Golii Lex. Arab. 

U 2 


292 THE BOOK OF JOB. CHAp.XXXli. 


Chap. 

XXXII. 

I. Job ended his defence—They ceas’d reply— 
He flood ablblv’d in his own partial eye. 

2, 2* A 

Ver. 40. thiftles] thorns h . It d&ubtlefs means fome plant 
that has ftrortg and fharp prickles. Chap. xli. 2. canji thou 
. . , bore his jaw through with a thorn h , Heb. xl. 26. 

cockle 1 ] This is well known, being a common and hurtful 
Wted in our corn. But what particular fort Cf weed, or 
• fhrub, is intended by the hebrew word, cannot eafily be de¬ 
termined. 

In general, however, he imprecates barrennefs upon his 
land. We meet with an imprecation of the fame kind in 
Oedipus Tyrannus ver. 278. “ Let not the ground bring forth 
any harvcfl to them.” 

CHAP. XXXII. 

We left Job, in the clofe of the foregoing chapter, in high 
fpirits, triumphing in the goodnefs of his caufe againfl pro¬ 
vidence? 


h mn LXX. render it nettles ; Symmachus, ukuvQo, a kind 
of prtekh Jhrub ; Chaldee, thorns ; Vulgate and C altellio, 

tribulus land-caltrops ; fo called from its refemblance of a military 
inflrument, which has three fpikes contrived in fuch manner that 
whatever way it falls on the ground it has ore fpike uppcrmolh 
It is thrown in pafles to annoy the feet of the enemy’s horfes. See 
Gerarde and Johnfon’s Herbal , and Dr. Scott’s edition of Bailey’* 
Dictionary . 

1 It is fome noxious and linking weed. For 

in Hebrew fignifies a foetid fmell Joel ii. 20. and in 

Chaldee is mijcbief The verb alio fignifies to fink Exod. vii. zl. 
and its fifth conjugation in Syriac to do barm . LXX. render ’ 
the blackberry bujh ; Caftellio, ebulus dwarf elder ; 
SymmacAus, our plants which bring no fruit unto perftc - ■ 
tion ; Chaldee, ’am noxious herbs. See JJuxtoif’s Lex. Tstlni, | 
under Qfn 
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3. A youth attentive fate, Elihu nam’d, 

Againft them all with holy zeal inflam’d : 

’Gainft him, who full of felf-exalting praife. 
Above his Maker’s juftify’d his ways; 

Them, who, inglorious, left this high difpute; 
Fierce to accufe, but feeble to confute. 

4. Silent 

vidence itfelf. Wc arc now entering on the fccond part 
of the poem; which prepares the way for changing his too 
high opinion of his own rectitude into felf-abafement, and 
his complaint of the ways of God into penitence and fub- 
miiTion. For the management of this part, the poet intro- 
duceth a new perlonage ; of whofe extraction, and motives 
lor renewing the debate, he gives a brief account in the firft 
live verfes. 

Ver. 1. becaufe he was righteous See.] This tranflation 
afligns the reafon of the filence of the three friends to Job’s 
laft difeourfe. They looked upon him as too felf-conceited 
and obftinatc for conviction. But Mr. Heath gives a differ¬ 
ent turn to the fentiment; wherefore 'Job was jujVtficd in his 
own eyes . Th is tranflation reprefonts him as confirmed, by 
their filence, in his conceit of the goodnefs of his caufe 
againft God. 

Vcr. 2. Then was kindled the wrath, &c.] Thefc expreflions 
do not mean, that he was in a Dafiion. They are the ftronc 
oriental manner of denoting high di(approbation. At rnoft, 
they fignify no more than a becoming warmth. 

the Buzite *] The Buzites were a Syrian or elfe an Arab 
family. Their fettlement was probably in the neighbourhood 

of 


innocent , as Caflelllo translates it. It flgnines in Prov. 
Xviii. 17. one who has the better caufe, or right on his fide ; Ue 
that is fir ft in his own caufe is juft ( ) but his neighbour comcth, 

and fearcheth him . 

1 The LXX. feem to have read in their copy in Head of 

man = for their verfton is, t/,s Awivi^? °f land cf'Uz, 

u 3 
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4. Silent he late, while Job his caufe difplay’d; 

This honour to refpected age he paid : 

5. At 

pf Dedan, Jer. xxv. 23- And Dedan was a city of Idumaea, 
Jer. xlix. 8. m Idumaea was that part of Arabia Pctraea where 
Tob Jived 3 . 

r 

hiziuje he jujhfied htrr.fdfy &C.] becaufe he rnadi himfelf more 
jujl inan God '; that is, he had defended his own innocence 
in fuch mariner, as to reprefent God to have done him wrong. 
Eliph^z thought the very complaint, chap. iii. implied as 
much. S:e chap iv. 17. With greater reafon did Elihu put 
the lame conftnnftion on the far more querulous language 
that Job intered after that, and on many daring exprelhons 
which he dropped, efpecially his prefumptuous challenge 
chap. xxxi. 35—37. Here then we have one of Elihu’s 
motives for entering into this difpute, namely, zeal for the 
honour of div t ne providence. The other motive is fpecihed 
in tne fubfequent verfe : It was the wrong meafures which 
the tnumvirate had taken ; who, to juftify God, had con¬ 
demned Job for a wicked man. They had fo done without 
evidence ; neither were they now able to offer any thing, in 
xeolv to the defence which he had made. 

a « 

Ver. 4. had waited till Job had fpoken\ This is obfcure. 
We may offer two other tranflations \ either of which i$ 
clearer, and conne& better with the following member: 
And Elihu waited to give an anfwer to Job p , &c. He pa ufed a 

while. 


* See Bp. Lowth’s PreleS. p. 417. n. 

■ See note on cbap. i. 1. 

0 C'ilVSD ItPDJ lpT* by For the fenfe of the verb ‘-py 
fee the ngnitcation ct :bc noun in the marginal note on the 

word righteous in the foregoing verfe. Caflellio’s verfion is clear, 
ar. caujam juJHcrem tjft contender ct quam Dei, 
v This is the Septnagint verfion tXi%?r h vrofdjun h&u avzufvn ? 1 JZ 
(Alex. rJ \dd) In the Hebrew, 2 V# DK PDll The 

ccptuagict verfion goes contrary to all tne other ancient verfions 
in making f rendered Iwn awxpetr) the objed of the 

verb rOH i andTovemed of it by the intervention of the prepo- 
lk .* * . ' fidpft 
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5. At length, none anfw’ring fuch a vain defence. 
Ardent he rofe, and gave his modeit fenfe. 

6. Fathers, my youth, thus Jong, through baflifui 

fear. 

Refrain’d to reafon in your aged ear : 

7. Reply, 

while, before he would anfwer Job ; to fee whether any of 
the three friends would anfwer him. 

Or thus. Now Elihu had waited for yob during the difpute ^ ; 
that is, he had refrained from attacking him, fo long as the 
debate was kept up between him and his antagonifls. 

becaufe they were elder than he] This refpeeff for his feniors, 
and fuperiors, which the author himfclf afiigns as the reafon 
of Elihu’s filence, is an honourable teftimony to his modejly. 

Ver. 6. And Elihu . . . anfwered and faid] ProfeiTor Mi- 
chaelis is very fevere upon Elihu and his fpeech, as Codurcus 
had been before him. He charo-es this vouns; man with hi-'h 
conceit of himfclf, and cenfures his difeourfe as little or 
nothing to the purpofe of the queflion in debate. But the 
facred writer bears witnefs to his modejly , in the foregoing 
verfe : and Job’s patient attention to his long fpeech, without 
offering a word of reply, is a ftrong preemption of the per¬ 
tinence of it. Its good fenfe will perhaps further appear in 

the 


fition 5 Whereas when this verb is tranfitive, it conftandy 
governs its objeft by except Hofea vi. 9. where it has no 
prepofition after it; as troops of robbers wait for a man, 
oro- In fhort, the Septuagint tranHate as if the Hebrew had 
been, 3VK nt< nnma ran he waited for deputations with 
Job. 

« enyin in fermonibus . The verb fignifies to plead* 

or dijpute y chap. xiii. 3. furely 1 would fpeak to (difpute with) the 
Almighty , and I dejire to reafon with God. the difputa- 

tions y as in chap. xxxi. ult. the words (the pleadings or deputations) 
<f Job are ended . It is ufed again in the fame fenfe ver, 11. of 
jhis xxxii. chap. 
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7. Reply, I thought, befeem’d the head of fiiow. 
And wifdom’s voice from ancient lips (hould flow* 

8. But wifdom is a gift, the breach divine 
Moves on the foul and calls the light to fliine : 

9. The 

the cocrfe of thefe notes. I will, now,, onJy add that Elihu’s 
plan for humbiii.g Job is purfucd and compleated by the 
Almighty. 

I am puny^ &c.] For a you A to fpeafc in fuch anaflembly, 
on fo delicate and cificuit a fubjecf, arid after that his fu- 
periors in age, and men renowned for their wifdom, had given 
up the d.fpute ; was an 'fiorvfhing phenomenon in Arabia r . 
Elih'j war cocfcious of this vaft weight of prejudice againft 
him. Like a fkJful era:or he endeavours to remove that 
obftacle, and to fecure the favour and attention of his bear¬ 
ers, before enters on the queftion in debate. To this 
end, he rep re .Acts to the three elders his bifhful timidity, 
his reverence of age, and expectation of inftruction from 
them. He next alleges, that found judgement is the gift of 
heaven ; tbet this quality is not a neceSary effect of years j 
and that, with all the wifdom for which they were famed, 
they had failed in this dispute. He therefore begs their in¬ 
dulgence of him to deliver his ientiments— He had patiently 
attended to them—They had not convicted Job—Neither 
was their argument, thztbis cffiiSluns werefujpcitTtt rtidenee if 
his guilt , a proper means of conviction. Tbis appears to me 
the fum of his aadrefs to the three antagoniib, from ver. 6* 
to the *nd of ver. 14. 

Ver. 8. But ibr-e is a fpirit in man *, bcc.J He had 
taken notice in the foregoing verfe, of the wifdom to be ex¬ 
pected in a nat:rral way from age and experience. Here he 
fee ms to oppofe to that a fuptnor fagacitv derived from di¬ 
vine afliftance. The ancients afcr.bed ail extraordinary en¬ 
dowments to foch an influence. This lentiment occurs fre¬ 
quently in Homer. 


* See ver. 15. and compare chap. xxix. 8. 

• Czatllicb rr anfla rinn is, *vtrum aMatm egmntxr bemmes ; but 
Men art oaud Ij a di vim* rnfloatc, &c. 
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The fam’d for wifdom are not always wife. 

Nor in grey locks the pow’r of judgement lies. 
10, Hear, then, my fenfe : I waited ; while you fought 
j 1. For anfwers, and exhaufted all your thought: 

12. Yea ftill I wait, attentive—but 1 find 
Nor Job confuted, nor reply defign’d : 

13. Say not; “ ’Tis wifdom, that we leave to God 

To humble this ftiff finner with his rod— 5> 

' 14. His 


Ver. 9. Great men, &c.] This is an indirect and modeft 
intimation, that they had miftaken Job’s cafe and treated it 
in an improper way. He therefore intreats them, in the 
next verfe, to hear his fentiments of it. 

Ver. 10. Ifaid, hearken , &c.] He had not faid fo before. 
The tranQation (hould be in the prefent time, 1 fay 1 : I now 
therefore beg to be heard. 

hearken 1 hearken \e u . He ftill addreffeth the three elders, 
as appears from the following verfe. 

Ver. 12. or that anfwcred his %vords~\ Not one of you hath 
anfwcred his laft words; his bold apology, wherein he offers 
to defend his caule againft God himfelf. 

Ver. 13. Left ye fljould fay , &c.J fay not w . Sec. Do not 
excufe your ceafing to reply , by alleging, that the wifeft 

courfe 


* This indeed is the preterite. But the hebrew pre¬ 

terits were aorirts in the original Hate of the language, as hath 
been obferved. from Michaelis, more than once in the courfe of 
thefe notes. Our bible tranflation renders them frequently in the 
present time. See chap, xxviii. 4. He Jetlitb — breaketh y &c. 

■ nycty hearken thou But all the ancient verfions, except the 
Chaldee (fays Mr. Heath) read hearken ye. The MS. Ox¬ 

ford Bodley Archiv, A. 97. reads in rhi-- manner. 

w nCKD f a y nott The particle here fignifies ne ; it 

is di/Tuafive. The fame fenfe it has Ifaiah xxxvi. 18. Jer. li. 46. 
hi:. Heath* 
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14. His wo.\.s, unaim’d at me, fhall meet reply 
Unlike to yours; a differing path I’ll try. 

15. Amaz’d, 


courfe to be taken with Job is to leave him to be lifted and 
humbled by God, as being too obflinate to be reclaimed by 
man. ue have fcw:d out vuifdom ; ’tis God muji confute him x > 
not man. So Mr. Heath tranllates the hebrew. 

Ver. 14. Now he both not direfied> &c.] His aim in this 
obfervat'.on is to (hew, that he enters not into the difpute with 
any perfcnal animofity againll Job, or with any other pre¬ 
judice whatfoever. 

neither will I atfwer him with your fpeechef\ Their fpeeches 
were levelled againll his whole moral character; aiming to 
prove h:m a wicked man, from the fimilarity of his fufferings 
to thole of notorioufly wicked men. Elihu takes another 
courfe. He limits his cenfure to Job’s anfwers in this dif¬ 
pute. He fixes upon fome of the molt obnoxious pafTages ; 
fuch as feemed to betray too high conceit of his own virtue, 
want of refpeeft to God, and difhonourable fentiments of 
Providence. He takes occafion from thofe paflages to vindi¬ 
cate the divine goodnefs, equity, and juflice. Towards the 
clofe, he gives a magnificent reprefentation of the power and 
wifdom of the Deity in his works r. The whole difeourfe 
is admirably fitted to.filence Job’s murmurs, to humble his 
vanity, and to produce in him reverent fubniiiEon under the 
rod of the Almighty. 


x Let (God) pvjb him down. Caflellio has hit the fenfe, 

gum a Deo perjequendum he muji be purfued by God . We englilh the 
participle, dri<ven to and fro . chap. >iii. 25. 

It fignifies in Arabic to card cotton, by Ihaking it with a proper 
iriftruirent. Hence I imagine Scbultens took his excutio , Dtus ex- 
cutiet eum God will Jbake him thoroughly . Vid. Cartel!. Lex r. Hep* 
Horace ufeth the fame metaphor ; te ipfum concute, &c. examine 
yourfelfy whether you have not faulti either natural or acquired • 
6at. i. 3. ver. 34. 

f Chap, xxxvi. 24. to the end of chap, xxxvii. 
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15. Amaz'd, confus'd, they fit ; bereav’d of tongue— 

16. Patient of this delay, I’ve waited long— 

Dumb they remain—not one effays to fpeak— 

17. My meaner voice mud, mud the filence break: 

18. My 

Ver. 15, 16. They were amazed^ &c.] To fuppofe, with 
fome, that the author here fpeaks in his own perfon, would 
be to make a very inelegant and unufual historical paren- 
thefis in the middle of a dramatic fpeech. Yet on no better 
foundation ftands the notion, that Elihu was the writer of 
this poem. It is much more natural to tranflatc thefe verfes 
in the prefent time, as Caftellio and Schultens have done. 

Ver. 15. They are amazed ' ; ft ill they anfwer not : 
fVords are removed 1 from them, 

Ver. 16. And I wait \ but they fpeak not: 

But they are at a Jiand \ fill they anfwer not • 

Here Elihu turns to the audience ; defiring them to obferve 
the confufion of the three feniors, who, though he had waited 
and was ftill waiting for their reply to Job, had nothing to 
offer. That there were others prefent at the meeting of the 
three friends at Job’s houfe, is certain : For Elihu was pre¬ 
fent. It feems not improbable, that this was an aflcmbly, 
like thofe which the literati among the Arabs ufed to hold, 
for conferences on points of philofophy, poetry, &c. Harir, 
tnc Cicero of the Arabians, intituled his work, from that 
cuftom, the ajfemblies . 

Ver. 17. I faid, J will anfwer , &c.] The words 1 faid are 
not in the hebrew. They are very improperly inferted. Elihu 

is 


z *lfin cire in confternation , This and the reft of the verbs 
in thefe verfes are in the preter tenfe ; which is here ufed for 
the prefent. See the marginal note on ver. 10. 

* Ip’Jiyn are removed. The original is, they have removed 
words from them • The imperfonai attive is very frequently ufed 
for the paflive. This is the word which we englifti to remove 9 
^hap. ix. 5. 
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i 8 . My foul, fo deeply and io long accent. 

Is crowded full, and labours for a vent: 

19. Mythdughcs ferment like wine; reftraintis vain— 
Pierce, pierce the veflel, or ’twill burft in twain: 

20—22. My 

is going on in his addrefs to the audience ; whofe benevo¬ 
lence he endeavours to obtain, by pleading the fulnefs of his 
thoughts and the irrefiftable impulfe he was under to give 
them vent. 

Ver. 18. 77 ;* fpirit within me , &c.] I do not fee that thefe 
expreffions import a claim to infpiraiiGn, any more than thofe 
of Zophar, chap. xx. 3. The fpirit within me caufeth me to 
emfwer. The words imply courage, ftrong emotion, and 
powerful impulfe of the thoughts. 

Ver. 19. my belly ] The hebrew word is the fame that is 
englifhed within me in the foregoing verfe. It denotes the 
interior part of the man, the mind. Prov. xxii. 18. For it is 
a pieafant thing, if thou keep them (the words of the wife, ver. 
17.) within thee\ in the hebrew, in thy belly , i. e. thy mind.. 
The Arabian writers ufe this exprellion for the mind : One 
of them, fpeaking of the great ftrefs which feme laid on the 
ablutions preferibed in the Koran, obferves, that while they 
were fo fcrupuloufly nice about the exterior purity of the 
body, the inward part lies uncultivated and over-run witfi 
pride, ignorance, and hypocrify *. 

as wine , &c.] he means new wine c that is fermenting. 
This is a moft lively image of a benevolent mind full of im¬ 
portant thoughts, and impatient to communicate them tor 
the benefit of others. 

like new bottles ] Their bottles being made of fkins, either 
drefled or undrefled, were not liable to burft till they were 
grown eld. Compare Jof. ix. 13. with Matt. ix. 17. Gro- 
tius, in his note on Matt. ix. 17. inclines to underftand new 
bottles here of bottles that have new wine in them. 


b Pocock. Specimen. Hijl t Arab . p. , 3 ° 3 . TE 2 ’ 
c SymmscliDS, vavif cm; r<w j fo likewise Chaldee and Vulgate; 
LXX. rranflate the whole fentence tiTtr-y ouncos yirjKu; £*» he 
as a leathern bottle full of fweet wine upon the fret, and tlofe tied, 
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0—22. My lips fliall eafe me* fhall effufe abroad 

This honeft heart by no man’s perfon aw’d ; 
Unfkill’d in courtly titles, plain and free 
My phrafe, expedt no Toothing arts from me ; 
Left he, who gives my heaving lungs to breathe,’ 
That inftant hurl me to the lhades beneath, 


Chap. 

XXXIII. 

I. Attend, O Job ; with nO unheeding foul 
Receive my reas’ning, patient of the whole: 

2, 3. Unmix’d 


Ver. 21. Let me not , &c.] He here allures the audience 
that he will deliver his fentiments with that noble freedom 
and impartiality, which truth and the honour of providence 
demanded. 

Ver. 22. flattering titles The Arabs make court to their 
fuperiors by carefully avoiding to addrefs them by their pro¬ 
per names ; inftead of which, they falute them with fome 
title, or epithet, expreflive of refpeeb e , 

?ny maker would St c.] The crime which he appre¬ 

hended would expofe him to fuch danger, could be no other 
than that refpect to the perfons of men, which would make 
him timid and unfaithful in the caufc of truth and God. 

CHAP. XXXIII. 

Ver. T —-7. Elihu proceeds with caution in this delicate 
affair. He now addreffeth himfclf to Job, and folicits his 
candid attention by feveral engaging motives. Is this the 
tnanner of a vain prefumptuous fpeaker ? 


4 n» Vid. Pocock. in Carm» Togr, ncf t p. 3, 
t Id. uli fupra % 
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2,3. Unmix’d with palllon, from a tongue fincere, 

No mean monition lhall invite thy ear. 

4. That forming fpirit which all flefli infpires. 
Breathes in my lungs and feeds the vital fires : 

5. Me aniwer, if thou can ; thy plea difpofe. 

Stand firm, and with thy fellow mortal clofe. 

6 .1 to thy wifh arife, for God I fpeak; 

Fafhion’d like thee, of elements as weak : 

7. My arm no thunder wields, my face difplays 
N o godhead terrors and o’erwhelming blaze. 

8, 9. I’ve 

Ver. 3. My words , &c.] According to this verfion, he 
promifeth to deliver his fentiments with honejly and perfpi- 
cuity. But the latter claufe may be turned, and my lips jball 
utter knowledge purely. Good intention and found injlruftion 
feem to be the qualities, which, he fays, mall recommend 
his difcourfe. 

Ver. 4. The fpirit of God , &c.] He repeats this fentiment 
in ver. 6. 1 alfo am formed cut of the clay. It intimates that 
Job might engage fuch an adverfary on equal terms ; having 
nothing to fear but the ftrength of his arguments. 

The Spirit of God is of the fame import with the breath of 
the Almighty ! juft: as hath made me is fynonimous with hath 
given me life. Tradition had conveyed to thefe men the 
knowledge of man’s formation. Compare Gen. ii. 7. Pf. 
xxxiii. 6. 

Ver. 6. according to thy wifh J See chap. xvii. 3. and the 
note. He may alfo poffibly refer to thofe words in chap, 
xxxi. 35. Let the Almighty tejlify againjl me: let mine adver¬ 
fary write a biil of accufation. Elihu fays, 1 am in God*s 
Jlead , and rife to fpeak in behalf of God: I Will teftify againjl 
thee. 

Ver. 7. Behold my terror 9 See.] You are in no danger of 
being confounded by the terror of my appearance, nor of be¬ 
ing born down by the greatnefs of my authority. We cannot 

enter 
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8, 9. I’ve heard thee vaunt thy purenefs, heard thee 
claim 

Unfully’d virtue and a faultlefs name; 

10. Heard thee accufe thy God, of hate complain, 

11. And ftudy’d quarrel, and his cruel chain. 

12. Are thefe a juft man’s murmurs ? Mortal, know, 
God reigns above, our blindnefs creeps below : 

13. Why 

enter into the beauty of this delicate reprehenfion, unlefs 
we recollect thofe daring expreilions in chap. ix. 34, 3.5. 
xiii. 20—22. 

Ver. 9— ix. I am clean, &c.] Thefe verfes contain the 
object of Elihu’s cenfure in the prefent chapter. The lan¬ 
guage of the ninth verfe favours too much of pride. The 
tenth and eleventh verfes are a complaint of harlh treatment, 
which reflects on the goodnefs of God . 

Ver. 9. I am clean , &c.] Job had not ufed thefe very ex- 
preffions, but he had ufed others equivalent to them. Chap, 
ix. 30. Verily I have wajhed myfelf with fnow water , and have 
made my hands clean in innocence . and ver. 21. I am perfect* 
chap. x. 7. "Thou knowejl that lam not wicked . chap. xvi. 17. 
Not for any injuflice in mine hands : alfo my prayer is pure . 
chap. xiii. 23. How many are mine iniquities and Jins ? make 
me to know my tranfgreffion and my fin. 

Ver. 10. he findeth occafions againjl me] He inventcth harjh 
things r againfl me . Thefe words are plainly fynonimous 
with thofe in chap. xiii. 26. For thou writejl bitter things 
againfl me, and makejl me to poJJ'cfs the iniquities of my youth . 
and chap. xxx. 21. Thou art become cruel to me, &c. Elihu 
doubtlefs glances at thefe obnoxious palTages. 

Ver. 10. He counteth me for his enemy] Chap. xiii. 24. 

Ver. 11. He putt eth my feet, &c.J Chap. xiii. 27. 

Ver. 12. in this thou art not jujt\ not juftified. this lan¬ 
guage 


f niKT-n hcnjiy thing:, EXX. accujation ; Chaldee, 

tautun of complaint m 7 VuJg- querela:. In Arabic, the verb, ac¬ 
cording 
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13. Why doft thou wrangle with a Pow’r, whofe 

throne 

Will juftify its myllic ways to none ? 

14. Once, yea again, when thoughtlefs man offends, 

Th* Almighty Sire his warning meffage fends : 

But, if delpis’d, his monitory lore 

Sollicits the averted ear no more. 

15. Iri 

guage is utterly indefenfible. it is no evidence of your piety, 
it is too querulous and irreverent to be ufed to fo great 4 
Being as God. 

God is greater than man] This is one of thofe modes of 
fpeaking which imply much more than is exprefled. There is a 
kind of ironical caftigation in it. as if he faid, You talk to God 
as to an eqaal: but methinks he is fomewhat fuperior to us. 

Ver. 13. Why doft thou Jirive , &c. ] Job’s extravagant ju ra¬ 
tification of hitnfelf and murmurs againft providence (ver. 
q, 10, 11.) are what Eiihu juftly calls ftrvving againjl God., 
The Almighty pafieth the fame cenfure upon them chap. xl. 
2. To convince Job how wrong and culpable this behaviour 
is ; Eiihu argues, firft, that it is irreverent, and fruitlcfs : 
God, fays he, will never ftoop to defend his meafures" againft 
murmurers, nor will communicate the reafons of them to 
thofe who cavil at his difpenfations. For he giveth not ac~ 
count of 5 any of his matters . 

Ver. 14—18. For God fpeaketh , &c.] He alleges another 
argument againft Jlriving with God . There is no juft caufe 
for it. God has fufficiently manifefted his goodncfs and care 

of 


cording to CaSell. fignifies in one conjugation crudam reliquit, nee 
coxit carnem ; in another conjugation mutual immicitiat cum iiio 
exercuit. See alfo the Commentary of Schultens. 

f Jfjyi *7 he will not defend , It is nfed for anfwring to a 
charge . Chap. xiii« 22. 
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15. In midnight fhade, when fleep on mortal eyes 
Sinks heavieft down, he bids the vifion rife: 

16. The vifion, with celeftial imprefs fign’d, 

Conveys high mandate to the waking mind; 

17. To heal man’s follies, to abafe his pride, 

18. And turn the level’d fliaft of death afide. 

19. Or 

of human kind, by the methods which he takes to fhew them 
their duty, to recover them from their wanderings, and there¬ 
by to fave them from deftru&ion. One method is, to reveal 
his will to them in a dream . By mentioning this, and dwel¬ 
ling upon it, he feems tacitly to reprove Job, for not having 
paid regard to the dreatn of Eliphaz. Chap. iv. 12, &c. 
That old Gentleman could not fail of being plealed with 
this piece of refpedl Ihewn to him. 

Ver. 14, God fpeaketb once, &c.] The Latin Vulgate has 
given, I apprehend, a more juft tranflation. God fpeaketb 
once , but he does not repeat h the fame thing a fecond time . If 
the revelation be difregurded, we are not to expecl a favour 
of that kind any more. 

Ver. 15. in a dream] SeeGen. xv, !2. xx. 6. xxviii. 12- 
xxxi. 24. The heathens, fomehow or other, came to the 
knowledge of God's revealing his will to men in this way. 
Agamemnon’s dream, in the fecond book of the Iliad, is a 
proof of the high antiquity of the notion amqng them. 

Ver. 16. and fealeth , &c.] He puts his fignet to the in- 
ftrudlion. Thele divine dreams were accompanied with fuiH- 
cient evidence of their original, and of the authority of the 
inftruction they conveyed. 

Ver. 17. his purpofe ] rather, his doing, or work as the mar¬ 
gin of our bibles has it \ viz. all actions and words which 

proceed 


h nmty* xb he will not repeat it. The author of the Vul¬ 
gate read j^jhar in lie ad of je flour , whom Mr. Heath follows. The 
root of jejhor is which in the Syriac language hgnifies conjir. 

X ma lit 
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19. Or elfe, his grace commiffions fierce difcafe 
The finner in his lufly bloom to feize. 

Caft on his bed he groans in griding pain, 
While raging fever boils in every vein : 

20. The 

proceed from pride mentioned in the next claufc, or from 
any other corrupt affection. Pride may comprehend mfo- 
lence towards God, and towards man. But 1 apprehend 
Eiihu had his eye on the former \ and that he glances at 
Job’s too high opinion of his own rectitude and merit, which 
gave rife to his complaints againft God. Elihu thought, 
that fome of his expreflions favoured of this vanity ; and that 
his affliction was fent to correct that fault, and to teach 
him humility. See chap, xxxii. 2. xxxiv. 37. 

Ver. 18. the [word '] The fword of the drflroyers (ver. 22.) 
that is the deftroying angels. See Appendix, Numb. IV. 

the pit k ] This is one of the names of the fepulchral grot, 
denoting it to be a place of putrefaction. See Bp. Lowth’s 
PrcleCtions, p. 87. n. 8vo. 

Ver. it) — 30. He is chajlcned aljo ', &c.] He pafleth now 
to another method ufed by the goodnefs of God for healing 
moral diforder in his human offspring ; namely, the difei- 
pline of bodily affliction. This comes home to the circum- 
itances Job was in. The painting is ftrong, and the whole 
defeription highly graphical and affecting. It does honour 
to the powers of Elihu, or rather of the Poet. 

Ver. 19. and the multitude of his bones, &c,] The original 

is. 


manjit (vid. Cctfell.) flabilinjit . God will not eovfrm it, bv a 
iecond revelation. in Chaldee is frmum y ration . Cajlell. 

Caftellio*s verfion alfo agrees with the Vulgate, fiquidem femd 
hquutui Dtus , iter are nefeit . 

* the mifras weapon, Vulg. gladius the fword. It fignifies 

in Arabic any weapon of war. Pocock, Specim. Hift. Arab. p. 35 6. 

k nnp the p }t • 'f verb fign ilies to be corrupted> or 

rotted , in Jer. xiii. 7. where it is engliflied was marred. 

1 *| t this copulative denoteth here tianfttion to a new topic. It 
is well rendered by LXX. vxtoi again* 
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20. The languid ftomach turns, with fick’ning hate, 
From the plain viand and the flav’rous cate. 

21. His flefli confumes away, the bones within 
Tranfparent ftarting through his lhrivel’d fkin ; 

22. His foul now trembles on the verge of fate, 

And death’s dread angels for the fignal wait. 

23. If then fome delegate of heav’n, renown’d 
For facred fkill (rare gift on human ground) 

24. The 

is, and m (when) the multitude of his hones is Jlrong™, The 
hcbrew word for pain , in the firft fentence, fignifies affliction ° 
in general. He is feized with fome dangerous diltemper, 
when he is in his full flrength. 

Ver. 20. His life—his foul ] Thefe terms denote the perfon 
himfelf. They are equivalent to the perfonal pronoun He* 
Both the Greeks and Romans ufeA this manner of fpeaking f. 

Vcr. 22. His foul—his life'] Sec the note on ver. 20. 

the dejlroyers] See the note on ver. 18, and the Appendix, 
Numb . IV. 

Ver. 23. a meffnger s] One fent by the providence of 

God, 


m ^ here fignifies the circnmftance of time, when; as in chap, i, 
13. And. there was a day when ( ^ ) his fons , &c. 
n So the Chaldee. 

0 mtos. LXX turn it /xaAaxia. It fignifies a 'violent bodily 
affiiciton in Pfal. xxxviii. 18. Compare ver. 3, 4, 9. 

>' Ay.rwv £V,r for Xijrat robbers . Omnem medicorum rvitam for cm ms 
m:d:cos ; hojira 'vita for e%o. Vid. Merric’s Annot . on Pfalms, 
p. 182. Compare Pf. lxxviii. 50. 

s a me Jfnger. This is the proper and very frequent 

meaning of the word. It is alfo frequently ufed for an dngsl t be- 
caufe angels are the meflengers of God. But there is nothing in 
this pafiage, or in the context, which obliges us to fuppofc that 

X 2 Eiihu 
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24. The Tick his duty fhew *, the fav’ring Pow’r 
Salvation wills: 

“ Fly, Health, to yonder bow*r, 
tc Contrition hath appeas’d my wrath ; go, fave 
u The penitent, and difappoint the grave.” 

25. His 


God, or by fpecial commiflion front him, to aflifl the Tick 
man with his ihflru&ions and prayers. I cannot fee any 
thing in the character and office of the perfon introduced 
here, but what will agree to any good man eminent for wif- 
dom and piety; and much more to a prophet. 

an Interpreter ] an eloquent perfon r . 

his uprightnefs 3 ] his duty; what right reafon and religion 
required from a man in his fituation ; repentance, fubmif- 
fion, and prayer to God for pardon. The inflruction is fup- 
pofed to be effectual ; as appears from the following verfes. 

Ver. 24. Then he is gracious^ &c.] God mercifully accepts 
his repentance, and faith Deliver hi?n y &c. that is, he fhall 
be delivered from going down to the pit. 

a ranfom ] or, atonement \ as it is in the margin. What¬ 
ever is a means of averting punifhment and conciliating the 
divine favour, is termed in feripture an atonement . The in- 
terceflion of Mofes 1 and the ail of Phineas u are fo called * 
and here the Tick man’s repentance w . 


Elihu meant an angel. It is alfo remarkable, what Mr. Heath in¬ 
forms us; that in the Manufcript Oxon. Laud. A. 262. the word 
^ ere * 3 not acknowledged by the pointer; being not 

pointed, but dotted over () he fuppofmg it to be inter¬ 
polated. 

r an eloquent perfon, fo it lignifies in Chaldee. Vid. 

Cafleil. Lex. 

* 3 VW' his duty, fuu?n ojpeium as Caflellio turns it. 

1 Excd. xxxii. 30. u Numb. xxv. 13* 

w EcclefiulHcus xxxv. 3. To depart from nvickedmfs, is a thing 
•plcajing to the Lord ; and tor for fake w.rigbtCQufnefs, is a propitiation . 
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25. His flefli, replenifh’d with young juices, grows. 
And with a fecond prime his afpedt glows : 

26. Now in th s aflembly of the juft he ftands. 

Before God’s altar, with uplifted hands : 

His pray’r afcends, the Pow’r looks fmiling down 
On new-born virtue, and with blifs will crown. 

27. Sweet fwells the carol’d hymn ; 

cc With loudeft praife 
“ I fing thy mercy, and adore thy ways: 

<c On 


Vcr. 25. His fefl y &c.] A beautiful defcription of the 
Ficlc man’s recovery. The word tranflated flail be frcfler x ^ 
is an elegant metaphor from plants, which having been 
withered by a long drought, recover &eir vigour and verdure 
upon the falling of a lhower of rain. 1 ^ 

Ver. 26. He flail pray , &c.] He is here reprefented offer¬ 
ing a facrihce to God, in the affembly for divine worfhip, 
accompanied with a prayer and a hvmn. The face , or pre- 
fence, of God means the place where he is publicly wor¬ 
shipped y . To fee the face of God with joy is to offer up a 
thunkigiving hymn in the worfhipping affembly z : and God’s 
acceptance of him, and bleffing him for returning to his obe¬ 
dience, is cxprelled by rendering unto man his righteoufnefs . 

Ver. 27, 28. He hoketh upon men y &c.J He flail fug* be¬ 
fore 


* * J frefler^ reuirefeens augfeit ; fo Cocceius happily 

renders it. for, according to Schulteni:, it is a compound of two 
Arabic verbs ; tarah (by tranfpofition rat ah) njipuit rccenti fucco ; 
and pujb, credit. 

Y Cen. iv. 14. Exod. xxiii. 15. in the hebrew. Pfal. xlii. 3. 
in the Hebrew. 

z Pfai xlii. 4. I had gone with the multitude , I n.vent with them 
to toe houje of God \ with the ■ voice of jcy and praiJCy and with a 
mid:nude that kept holy-day. See alio Pial. xcv. 1 1 2 . Co. 2 m Come 
before his prefence nvith frging, 

/ cantabitm It bears this fenfe in the conjugation kal % 

Fi-d. vii. 1, Lxxxvii. 7. I Sam, xviii. 0. Schuhens. 

X 3 
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“ On me, a Tinner thy rebuke was laid 
“ Light was the chaining, with the trefpaf^ 
44 weigh’d : 

28. “ Snatch’d from the gaping pit, unworthy I 
“ Live, and again fa-lute the cheering fky.” 

I9. In all thefe works, the Great Paternal Mind 
Oft manifefts his care of human kind j 

30. And calls his offspring, when their footfteps ftray 3 
From lhades of death to live beneath his ray. 

31. The 

fore men , and fay, &c. This refers to the joy ver. 26. The 
words of his confeilional and thank/giving hymn, or rathor 
the fubftance and burden of it, are; f have finned , &c. 

and it profited me not ] rather, and have not received according 
to ?ny dcjcrt b : for he hath delivered my c foul from going intQ 
the pity and my c life beholdeth the light . 

Ver. 28. my foul — my life ] that is, me—I ; he hath de* 
livered me — 1 behold the light. See the note on ver. 20, 

Ver. 29. oftentimes'] in the margin, twice, thrice ; a manner 
of fpeaking which feems to import variety rather than fre¬ 
quency. The Greek verfion turns it, three ways d ; namely, 
dreams , ver. 15. bodily affliSlion^ ver. 19. and a divine meffen^ 
$er, ver. 23. 

Ver. 3c. To bring back hi} foul, &c.l He repeats from ver. 

' ; 18. 


b mtp n 1 ? Vulg. turns it, ut eram dignus, non recepi ; Caf- 
tellio, ilium non fibi par rctulijfe, m^ imports equality between 
two things that are compared together, as in Frov, xxvii. 15. 
Ifaiah xlvi. 5. To 'whom will ye liken me, and make me equal ? So 
here, the finner confefletH that his chaftifement was not equal to 
hi6 offence. In the Syriac Teflament, Luke xii. 48. A£ts xxviii. 
18. it denotes defert of punifhment, worthy of firipes, worthy of 
d' ath . 

c T»TT So u text > an< * LXX. and Syriac read. 

Our marginal tranflation alfo adopts that reading. 

> ttfbw 1two times, thrice . Gr. Schol. hot igm tut an 
7£<,iru(, yid. Drufium. 
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31. This ponder’d well j hear me, O Job, again, 

32. Or aniwer make, if anfwer fit remain : 

To juft defence I pledge a candid ear, 

Full loth to cenfure, but o’erjoy’d to clear. 

33. Elfe give me audience ; and the friendfhip prize. 
Which fnews thee where th£ path of wifdom lies. 

Chap. 

18. The merciful defi^n of divine admonitions and correc- 
tioiis ; in order to fix the perfuafion of it in the mind of Job, 
Eliphaz and Zophar had hinted this, chap. v. 17, 18. xi. 11. 
12. But Elihu expatiates on the fubjedh His aim like wife 
differs from theirs. The reclaiming of a ivickcd man , fuch as 
they fuppofed Job to be, was the point they had in view. 
Whereas Elihu fpeaks of thefe divine rebukes, as applied to 
the cure of faults which are not inconfiftent with general 
goodnefs. 

Ver. 32. I defire to juflify thee] I defire that thou Jhouldfl he 
jufified*. It will be a pieafure to me to find you innocent 
of arraigning the goodnefs of God. 

Thefe expreflions of Elihu difeover a candour and inge-» 
nuity too feldom to be met with in religious difputes. 

Vcr. 33. I Jhall teach thee wifdom ] This language may ap- 

g ?ar too afTuming for a young man to ufe to his fuperior. 

ut it fhould be confidered, that he thought it inconfiftent 
with his duty to refpeft any man’s perfon in fuch a caufe as 
th;s. In the next place, the filence of Job was a tacit ac¬ 
knowledgement of the pertinence of what Elihu had already 
advanced : and thirdly, the words amount to nothing more, 
than an engagement to offer further what Job would ftill 
approve as found fenfe and falutary inftru<Stion, 

_ . _ / 

* LXX. ^Ka^vtvai vi; Vulg. Volo le apparert jufum; 

CafteUio, nam e^uidem ts infontem effe cupio . 

X 4 
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Chap. 

XXXIV. 

1. He paus’d •, then fpake again, with zeal fevere: 

2. Sages and men for knowledge fam’d, give ear \ 

3. A fkilful ear its teft to words applies, 

As the found palate differing fapors tries: 

4. Let calm debate our wary fentence guide. 

And truth’s own voice this weighty caufe decide. 

5, 6. K My innocence, unheard (thus Job complains) 
“ Heav’n dooms to fuffer a delinquent’s pains; 

“ Unmeriting 


CHAP. XXXIV. 

In the foregoing chapter Elihu vindicates the goodnefs of 
God ; in this chapter his juflice. 

Ver. 1—4. Hear my words , O ye wife men , &c.] Job re¬ 
maining filent, Elihu renews his addrefs to the three feniors ; 
and appeals to their judgement. By this refpe&ful method 
of interefling them in the debate, he effedfually engages their 
favourable attention. 

Ver. 5. / am righteous , and God hath taken away , &c. J Sec 
chap. ix. 15, 20, 21. xvi. 17. xxvii. 2. and the notes. His 
expreflions imported in their obvious meaning an impeach¬ 
ment of the jujiice of God. 

Ver. 6. Should I lie againjl my right ?] Contrary to my right , 
1 am cajl f in my caufe. He had complained, that God 
treated him as a wicked man, knowing him at the fame time 
not to be fo. Chap. x. 2, 3, 7, 15. 

my wound is incurable , £cc.] See chap. vi. 4, 26. ix. 17. 


f caufd cado, damnor , as Schultens interprets it. Caftellio 

takes it in the fame fenfe, Dicit fobus . . . ftbi in fuo jure inju - 
riant fieri, Jt has the fignification of overthrowing in chap. xxiv. 
2^. who will make me a liar? who can overthrow what I have 
alledged l 


8 


Chap. XXXIV. THE BOOK OF JOB. 313 

“ Unmeriting I mourn a mortal wound.” 

7, Where can this fcoffer’s parallel be found ? 

So laviftiing of tongue, fo bold to think. 

His pride a dropfy, cavilling his drink : 

8, He walks with atheifts, he adopts their ftrain ; 

9, “ Vain is all virtue, all religion vain.” 

10. Ye 

Ver. 7, 8. IVloat man y he. ] Elihu’s expreflions may feem 
too fevere in this place. But they are only a ffrong way of 
faying, that Job's complaints were too much akin to thofe 
of atheiilical men, who revile providence and ridicule 
religion. 

Marmoreo tumulo Licinus jacet, at Cato nullo, 
Pompeius parvo. Quis putet elTe Deos. 

Licinus lies in a tomb of marble , Cato has none , Pompey a little 
cne. Who can fuppofc that there are Gods ? Licinus was a fa¬ 
mous Roman barber whom Auguftus made a fenator for his 
hatred to Pompey 

Vcr. 9. For he hath fiaid , it prefiteth , &c.] Job, fo far 
from ufing fuch infidel language, had entered his proteffc 
againft it chap. xxi. 14, 15, 16. Notwithftanding which, 
his complaint of hard meafure from God, and of the fruftra- 
tion of all the hopes he had formed of a reward to his virtue, 
would fcarce admit of any other conftrudtion. See chap. xix. 
ID. xxi\\ 18. xxx. 21, 26. 

that he fihould delight hitnfef h , &c.] Or, that he Jhould fit 
his afficSfton ‘ upon God. It is not the fame word in the ori¬ 
ginal 


* Dacier\s notes on Horace’s Art of Poetry , ver. 301. 
h CD'nbtf Cy in3"0» nvn occurs but once more con- 
firucted with ny. namely in Pfal. 1 . 1 8. then thou conjentedft with 
h m. The interlineary verfion there is, dtlefiabaris eo, thou waft 

at lighted with him • 

1 So our bible renders * n 1 Chron. xxix. 3. I have fet my 

afi-ciion 10 ( ^ ) tk( houje of my Cud. 
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io. Ye fages, hear me : Let us far remove 
Injuftice from the feepter’d PowV above: 

11- Whofe retributions with exafteft plan, 

Anfwer to virtue and to vice in man. 

|2. God injures none : his independent might 
Difdnins to bend th’ eternal rule of right. 

S3. Or is he viceroy of this puny ball ? 

Who, then, the founder of the world’s vaft All ? 

14, Were 

£inal with that in chap. xxii. 26. thou (halt have'delight* itt 
the Almighty. But the meaning feems to be alike. It figni- 
fics to efteem the favour of God our fupreme felicity, and 
to take pleai'ure in dqing what will be plcufing to him. 

Vcr. 10—30. Therefore hearken , Sec. ] He enters on his 
defence of the divine jujficc , and continues it to the end of 
vcr. 30. 

Ver. 10. far he it from GW, &c.j In our conception of an 
infinitely pcrfcfl being, we are to remove injuftice and tyranny 
to an infinite diftance from him. This pofition is the faino 
with Bildad's chap. viii. 3. But Elihu fupports it by fcvera\ 
new arguments. 

Ver. 11. For the uork of a wan Jhallbc y See.] This is g 
neccfTary confequcnce from the foregoing propofition. 

Vcr. 12. will not do wickedly] will not do wrongfully He 
Will not injure any. 


Argument I. 

Ver. 13. who hath given him a charge 01 , &c.] Elihu’s firft 

argument. 


4*#* 1 • 

1 WV Exod. ii. 13. He faid to him that did the wrong y {£^7 

m "JpD Isaiah x. 28. to Miebmajh ht bath committed ( "VpD* ) 
his carnages. Job xxxvi. 23. Who hath enjoined him his way? 

V^y *Jp£) What fuperior hath preferibed to him 
Rules for his adminiIllation, See alfo II Chron. xii. 10. 
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14. Were God a tyrant, would he not refume 
His quick’ning fpirit ? terrible the doom ! 

15. Which in a moment would unpeople earth. 

And into duft refolve all flefhly birth. 

16. This reas’ning ponder, and its fequel weigh : 

17. Unjuft and cruel is almighty fway i 

18. Cruel ? 

argument, to prove that God cannot be unjuft, is taken from 
his independence. Were God a fubordinate governor, he. 
might be tempted to commit injuries to gratify the avarice 
or relentment of his fuperior. 

or v.'ho bath difpofed , &c.] Or who hath made R ihe whole 
world? If the God whom we worfhip be a delegated gover¬ 
nor, who is the God above him, the maker of the univerfe l 

Argument IL 

Vcr. T4, 15. If he ft his heart upon man , &c.] If he fet his 
heart againjl ° man , &c, He argues now from the divine 
benevolence. Tyrants are malignant, revengeful, and cruel. 
If God were fo, this earth, inftead of being full of the 
.c'ooJnefs of the Lord, would become a dreadful feene of 
defolation : inftead of preferving, he would extinguifli the 
linful race of man. The author of the JVifdom of Solomon v 
reafons in much the fame manner on God’s tender mercies 
over all his works : For thou lovcjl all the things that are , and 
abhorrejl nothing which thou hajl made : for never wculdjl thou 
have made any things if thou hadjl hated it. And how could any 
thing have endured , if it bad not been thy will ? or been pre¬ 
served, if not called by thee ? But thou fparejl all; for they are 
thine , 0 Lord\ thou lover of fouls . 

Ver. 16. If now thou haft: underjlanding\ This methinks 

is. 


n SIP condidit , Cartellio. See Exod. iv. 11. 

° 7ft againjl. Exod. xiv. The heart of Pharaoh , . . nvas 
i*\ ned againjl the people. Job i. 8. Hajl thou fet thy heart againjl 
my ferv ant Job. 

? Chap, xy 24, 25, 269 
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i 18. Cruel, unjuft—in fuch audacious flyle, 

What rudenefs would an earthly prince revile ? 

19. Yet him revile, who, higheft of the high. 

Sees prince and peafant with impartial eye, 

20# Maker of both ! His equal judgements fweep 
An impious city, in the midnight deep : 

Then 

is a rough kind of addrefs. Mr. Heath’s verfion foftens it, 
feeing then it is fo 7 reflect ^ ; 

Argument III. 

Ver. 17, 18. Shall even he that hateth right govern P] Is the 
governor of the world a hater of juftice ? This is a third ar¬ 
gument to prove that God cannot commit wrong. The rea¬ 
soning is fimilar to that of Abraham, Jhall not the judge of 
all the earth do right P 

and wilt thou condemn him , &c. ] He infers from the fore¬ 
going argument the culpablcnefs of impcaching the juftice 
of a Being who is fupereminently great and juft. Compare 
chap. xl. 8. 

Ver. 18. Is it fit to fay to a king , &c.] He illuftrates the 
infufferable infolence of taxing God with injufticc. Such 
an affront even to an earthly fovercign is not to be endured 

Argument IV. 

Ver. 19. How much lefs to hi;n that accepteth mi, be. J 
He pafleth to a fourth argument, the impartiality of Cod in his 
punijhmcnts. If this verfe needed a comment, there cannot 
be a better than the following one of the IVifdom of Solomon r * 

For 


(for nyDH) The imperative in hiphil with a parago- 
gic n and an apharehs of the charafteriftic letter. (Vid. Guarin's 
Hebrew Grammar, vol. i. p. 258.) Pfal. v. 2. confider (Hj’D) 
nitdjfatiorr . 

' Chap. vi. 7. 
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Then uproar reigns ; the mighty and the mean 
That inftant perifh, by a hand unfeen. 

21. For 

For he who is Lord 6 ver all Jhall fear no man’s perfon y neither 
jhall he Jland in awe of any man’s greatnefs : for he hath made 
the fmall and great , and careth for all alike. But a fore trial 
Jhall come upon the mighty. 

Ver. 20. In a moment , &c.] This verfe is exceedingly ob- 
fcure. For the clearing it we may obferve, 

(1) The connexion {hews, that it is a confirmation by 
example , of God’s impartiality in his punifhments. 

(2) The punifhment defcribed is capital and inftantaneous. 
In a moment they die . 

(3) To increafe the terror, it is inflicted in the night, the 
people Jhall be troubled at midnight. 

(4) It caufeth a general confirmation and uproar, the 
people Jhall be troubled. 

(5) Pcrfons of the highefi: rank, periih by it, as well as 
the meaneft. the mighty are taken away. 

LaiHy, The ftroke is given by an invifible and fuperna- 
tural agent, without hand. 

It muft be owned, that all thefe circumftances may poflibly 
fuit the deftruction of Sennacherib’s army by an angel of 
the Lord in the night s . But the times of Job and his friends, 
who lived long before that cataftrophe, forbid the application. 
May not the overthrow of feme capital city, in the night, by 
an earthquake, fully anfwer the delcription ? An earthquake 
is reprefented chap. ix. 5, 6. as an efFeft and token of the 
wrath of God ; and therefore the Power, which is the firfi: 
.agent in producing it, is invifible and divine. The fiaughter 
ot all the firft-born of the Egyptians may perhaps be thought 
by lome to be the calamity alluded to. But if the age of 
Job was pofterior to that event, or coincident with it, one 
might expedt a clearer allufion to that and other fubfequent 
miracles, in a poem of this call. But I can find no luch 
allufions. 


Jhall 
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21. For human ways lie open to his view. 

Each winding path his critic eyes purfue: 

22. Nor dark diiguife, nor ev’n the central fhade, 
Can hide the guilty, or his reach eVade : 

23. Nor will he punifh fave the foul mifdeed. 

Nor will his arm in punilhing exceed. 

24. He, without procefs, hurls a tyrant down. 

And to a foreign line tranflates his crown: 

N 25. Awaken’d 

Jhall be troubled l ] This does not exprefs the full force of 
the author’s word ; which is a metaphor borrowed from the 
commotions of an earthquake u , or from the tumultuous agi¬ 
tation of the fea in a ftorm 

without hand] by an invifible and fupcrnatural power. 
Lament, iv. 6. Dan. ii. 34. 

Argument V. 

Ver. 21—23, For his eyes , &c.] His fifth argument is 
taken from the divine ommfcience. God perfe&ly knows the 
perfons of men, all their moft fecret aftions, and all the 
motives of them. He cannot therefore, through ignorance , 
punifh the innocent, nor the guilty beyond their true demerit, 

Ver. 23. that he Jhould enter into judgement , kc.J that 
man fliould have any juft complaint to bring againft his 
maker. 

Ver. 24—30. He Jhall break in pieces , kc. ] That God will 
not accept the perfons of men in judgement , Elihu further proves 
from the examples of divine vengeance on tyrannical princes 
and other powerful oppreftors. Not that he means to infi- 
nuate, that Job came under that character and was fuffering 
for offences of that kind : For then he would have violated 
his engagement chap, xxxii. 14. neither will I anfwer him 

with 

»■ — ■ ■ — . ■ — mmrn -■ - ~ — — ■ ■ 1 i n— 

* WW* * Pfal. jviii. S. 

v Jerera, v. 22. 
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2 5. Awaken’d by their crimes his anger burns, 

A night of evil he againft them turns; 

26. With infamy thofe proud delinquents fall, 
Exampled vengeance, in the gaze of all: 

27, Fof 

with v our fpceches. His only view is to eftamifh the impar¬ 
tial jujlice of God, and thereby to convince Job of his pre- 
fumption in arraigning it. 

Ver. 24. He Jhall break in pieces, &c.] He breaketh iH 
pieces x , &c. and fetteth Gibers % Src. Elinu refers to fame 
noted inftances of fuch cataftrophcs ; which fhewed, in hia 
opinion, that it is the way of God to punifh tyrants by de¬ 
throning and deftroying them. 

Ver. 24. without number ] The marginal verfion, without 
fear thing, is better. He in whofe fight all things are naked 
and open, ftandeth not in need of a long and formal exami¬ 
nation to convilt the guilty K The judgements of God are 
as rapid as they are unerringly juft. 

Ver. 25. Therefore, &c.] For 2 he knoweth their deeds, and 
therefore a he turneth the night b upon them ; fo that they are 
defrayed c . He brings upon them a fatal reverfe of condi¬ 
tion, a calamity which ends in their utter ruin. The night 
and darknefs are in this and other writers ufual metaphors for 
timds of great affliction. See chap, xxxvi. 20. where it 
means the night of death. 

Ver. 26. HeJlriheth them, &c.] Their punifhment is open 

and 


* y"!’? *^y*« Our Tranflators might as well have rendered 
thefe futures in the prefcnt time, as they have "TD* i n the next 
verfe, be knoweth, 
v Grotius. 

r p 1 * v ulg. enim, Nolditis, quia* 
a Vulg. et idcirco . Noldius, idcj, 

b nVb nan he turneth the night . Mr. Heath renders it, he 
turneth the night full upon them. The Vulgate has, inducet noFlem, 
c For the Lard knoweth all them that fin againfi him, and there¬ 
fore delivertth he them unto death and definition, H Efdras xv. 26. 
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27. For blind and impious they mifrul’d ; the groan 

28. Of fufPring innocence afiaiPd his throne : 

He heard it, ever to affliction’s cry 

His ear is open and his vengeance nigh. 

29. When on a man or people he beftows 

His peace, what pow’r can trouble their repofe ? 

And 

and exemplary. It is the triumph of providence over tyrants. 
The expreflions of the facred writer allude to the public exe¬ 
cution of malefaCtors. What is engliflied in the open fight 
of others , is, in the original, in the place of fpeftators. And 
what is rendered he Jlriketh them is literally he clappeth his 
hands at them d as in chap, xxvii. 23. and in the laft verfe of 
the prefent chapter. It is a gefture of exultation and de- 
xiflon. Compare Lament, ii. 15. Ezek. xxv. 6. 

Ver. 27, 28. Becaufe they turned hack , &c.] The crimes 
which drew deftruCtion upon them were impiety and oppief- 
fion. They paid no regard to the laws of God ver. 27. nor 
to the rights of men ver. 28. The manner of expre/fing their 
impiety ver. 27. feems to charge them with idolatry. Com¬ 
pare Pfalmxliv. 17, 18, 20. 

Ver. 29, 30. When he giveth , &c.] Thefe two verfes are 
the epiphonema; or a concluding of his difeourfe, thus far, 
on the jujlice of God with a weighty aphorifm. The apho- 
rifm is, that the decifions of his juftice, in abfolving or 
condemning nations or individuals, will rake effeCt in fpite 
of all oppolition : And that in his puniftiments as well as in 
his benedictions he hath ever in view the welfare of human 
kind. 

Ver. 29. giveth quiet nefs—can make trouble] If'hen he acquit- 
Uth % who /hall condemn f f Mr. Heath. But the connexion 

lhews. 


d Dp£)D> the fame with 1^*7y chap, xxvii. 23. 

e £3p5£M Syriac, he foTgiveth ; Arabic, he letieth go. 
f LXX. fca.ra6\)cacnTa.i Jhall condemn ; in which meaning 

all the other ancient verfions interpret the word. 
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And when he dooms to ruin and the grave 
A people or a man, what pow’r can fave ? 

30. Thus 


(hew?, that to condemn lignifies here to opprefs and therefore, 
to acquit muft here mean to deliver from opprejjion, that is, to 
give quietnefs, or reft. Pfalm xciv. 13. That thou may eft give 
him reft from the days cf adverfity . 

when he hideth his face, who can behold him ? J Our Tranfla- 
tors feem to have milled the lenfe. They have inferted his, 
thereby determining tJ)e face to mean the face of God. I 
apprehend the rendering mould be, 

IVhcn he hideth the face'*, who can behold it h . 

To hide, or cover\ the face of a perfon llgnifies to treat him as 
a condemned malefactor \ It correfponds to fall condemn in 
the foregoing member. 

To behold it, that is, to uncover the face that is hidden, 
fignifies to reverfe the fentence of condemnation ; to fave 
the condemned party. This anfwers to giving quietnefs, or 
delivering from oppreflion and deftru&ion. 

I take the meaning to be, that when God appoints a na¬ 
tion, or fmgle man, to calamity and death, no power in 
heaven or earth can fave them. 


E D’jss nnn* he coojereth the face . 

h Jhall behold it . f he face , is one of thofe nouns 

which are plural in their termination but fingular in their feok*. 
ouch nouns fometimes regulate the agreement of the verb, adjec¬ 
tive, or affix, to them by their plural termination ; and fometimes 
by their fenfe. God is plural in its termination : but 

as it means one being, the verb. See. joined to it is for the moft 
part fingular. Vid. Guarin’s Ileb. Grammar, vol. i. p. c;4. [ 

may add that it is a common idiom in the Arabic language, for 
the pronoun affix to differ from its antecedent noun in number 
and gender. 

1 Chap. ix. 24. and the note. See alfo Either vii. 8. 
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30. Thus he exerts his juftice and his care. 

Dethrones vile kings, and burfts the people’s ihare. 

31. ’Tis fitting, furely, unto God to fay ; 

“ O fpare the humble, for, behold, I pray: 

32. cc My 

Ver. 30. That the hypocrite , &c.] ‘That the profligate k reign 
not • Hypocrite is a very abfurd denomination of an openly 
profane and tyrannical prince, which is the charadter Elihu 
is fpeaking of ver. 24—28. 

lefl the people be enfnared ] The original is, that there he no 
flnares 1 of the people \ that is, that the people may be delivered 
from the calamities which they fuffer under the government 
of a tyrant. By deftroying fuch wicked rulers, God mani- 
fefts his abhorrence of injuflicc and his care of human 
fociet)^. 

The connexion of this verfe with the foregoing flands 
thus : God’s dethroning tyrants is the efFedl of his covering 
the face of fuch ; that is, adjudging them to deftrudtion : 
And his deliverance of an oppreffed people is the effedt of his 
acquittal of them. It is giving quietnefs to them. 

Ver. 31—33. Surely it is meet, &c.] He infers, from his 
dodlrine of God’s goodnefs and jujlice , the duty of a perfon in 
Job’s fituation. The petition and confeflion which he re¬ 
commends to him are remarkable. That which 1 fee not^ 
teach thou me \ if I have done iniquity , See. This would be 
very improper language for a man who knows himfelf to be 
guilty of heinous crimes ; but highly fit for a perfon, who, 
though in the marn good, has reafon to fufpedt fomewhat 
amifs in his temper and condudt for which God is difpleafed 
with him. The pious Pfalmift prays in fimilar language, 
Chanfe thou me from fecrct faults- Again, Search me , O God y 

and 


k See the note on chap. viii. 13. 

1 fourth * metaphor for dflruflive inifchiefh chap, 

b, <) y 10. 
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32. “ My blindnefs heal,* my latent fin explore, 

“ In ought offending I’ll offend no more.” 

33 • His 

and know my heart : try me , and know my thoughts . And fee If 
there be any wicked zvdy in me : and lead me in the way ever - 
lajUng. Pf. xix. 12. cxxxix. 23, 24. 

It appears plainly, that Elihu did not fuppofe Job to be 
a wicked man , and to be fuffering for his opprellions, bribery, 
inhumanity and impiety \ which the three friends had ac¬ 
cused him of. 

Ver. 31. I have born chaftifement, I will net offend m , &TC.] 
1 lift up my hands, lei me not be defrayed Mr. Heath. 

I prefer 


111 k lift up . This is the word which is ufed for lift¬ 

ing up the hands in prayer Lament, ii 19. The words my hands , 
which Mr. Heath fupplies, have at lead as good a claim as the 
word chajiifcment which our Tranflators have inferted. The au¬ 
thority of Ifaiah xxxvii. 4. will warrant alfo the infertion of my 
prayer inftead of my bands ; lift up thy prayer for the remnant . And 
here, 1 lift up my pravef. 

" 73 ntt The Maforites have pointed it in the conjugation 
kdl, and there y have made it a word of two fyllables, and em- 
barrafled both the menfure and the fenfe. Mr. Heath reads it in 
the future of niphnl. It then becomes a word of three fyllables, 
ehabel, and fignilies to be dcjlroyed \ Prov. xiii. 13. as it does alfo 
in pyhal , Ifaiah x. 27 . and in pi be l to defray, Ifaiah xxxii. 7. By 
making it a word of three fyllables, ehabd in fur. of niphal \ or 
ehubbal fut. cf pyhal, this ver. 31. in conjunction with ver. 32. 
forms a Itanza ot four lines ; the firlt line anfwering in its cadence 
or metre to the third, and the lecond to the fourth \ according to 
Bp Hare’s idea of the hebrew metre. 





Feet. 


Ver. 31. 

ci cl | 

cl he | a mar - - - 

- 3 

trochaic. 


nafi | 

ti lo | eha | bel 

; 3 i 

iambic. 

Yen 32. 

bilya 

I dech | zehat | tab bo | 

rent 5 

trochaic. 


im ya 

J vei pa | alti | lo 6 | ftp 

- 4 i 

iambic- 

• 


Ep. Hare remarks, (in the preface to his edition of the Pfalms, 
p. a g .) That the Maforites in pointing the verbs are frequently 
ini:la en, by making a verb to be in one conjugation vviiwU the 
metre requires it to be in another. 

Y z 
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33. His rod chaftifes fome offence of thine ; 

Scorn or fubmiffion be thy choice, not mine: 
Reveal thy thought. 


34 • Ye men of prudence, fpeak5 

35* Are not Job’s anfwers libertine and weak ? 

36. Again 

I prefer Mr. Heath’s verfion, becaufe it avoids the tau¬ 
tology, 1 will not offend any more ver. 31. / will do no more 
iniquity ver. 32. and becaufe I cannot find that the word 
which our bible renders to offend , has any where that ac¬ 
ceptation. 

Ver. 33. Should it be according to y &c.] Thehebrew leads 
us to the following tranflation, 

He hath requited that which is from thee , but thou hajl 
defpifed it. 

But thou mujl chufe , and not L 
Wherefore fpeak what thou knoweJL 

'The meaning feems to be, M God has chaftened thee for 
fome fault of thine. I have recommended to thee fubmiffion, 
and mentioned a form of confeffion. But thou muft chufe 
for thyfelf whether to fubmit or not, and not I for thee. 
Speak therefore what thy confcience dictates.” 

hath requited , &c.J Elihu fuppofed that affliction is always 
torreflion . So far he was under the fame miffake with the 
three friends. But though he believed the fufferings of Job 
to be a divine chaftifement of f^mething wrong in him, 
he did not join with thofe ce*jfors in concluding from his 
fufferings that he was a wicked man. 

that which is from thee J fomewhat found in thee which has 
offended God. 

thou hajl defpifed it] It is the fame word by which Eliphaz 
exprefieth contumacy under divine corrections, chap. v. 17. 

Ver. 34, 35. Let men of underjlanding , &c.] He appeals to 
the fenfible and judicious hearers, whether lie had not clearly 
proved Job’s expreffions to be rafh and foolilh. Ho withal 

begs 


5 
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36. Again (I counfel) let us try their fenfe ; 

37. Try to the utmoft : for his firft offence 
Is grown rebellion ; petulant to God 
This babbler triumphs, and infults his rod. 

Chap. 

XXXV. 

1,2. Ana wilt thou join prefumptuous iffue here ? 

“ The wrong is God’s, my jufter caufe is clear ?’* 

3- Yet 

begs they would go along with him in a thorough exami¬ 
nation of Job’s fpeeches, becaufe of bis anfwers for° y or after 
the manner of, wicked men . His complaints were too much 
in the fpirit and ftyle of infidels, and gave too much coun¬ 
tenance to the cavils of fuch againft the ways of God. 

Ver. 37. For be addetb , &c.] Job’s difeontent with the 
meafures of Providence towards him broke out in his very 
firft fpeech, grew more loud and vehement in the courfe of 
the difpute, and arrived to its height in his prefumptuous 
challenge of God chap. xxxi. 35—37. This progrefs and 
increafe are what Elihu marks by the exprellion, be addetb 
rebellion to his fin. The phrafeology denotes continual aug¬ 
mentation ; like that in Pfalm lxix. 27. add iniquity to their 
iniquity . Compare Pfahn lxxxiv. 7. 

He clappetb his hands, &c.] He exults not only over his 
three opponents, but alfo over God himfelf, particularly in 
chap. xxxi. 35—37. 

CHAP. XXXV. 

In th is chapter Elihu corre&eth Job for talking fo highly 
of his own virtue and importance p j and for complaining of 

God’s 


VtMtO LXX. render ^ as , like • They feem to have 

read 3 inhead of But Mr. Heath remarks that ^ denotes 
fimiluude in Ifaiali xliv. 4 as among the graft* xlviii. 10, not as 
fiver. f Ver. 2—8. 


0 
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3. Yet fpeaks thy murmur lefs ? cc what boafted hire, 
“ Better than fin’s, can virtue’s toils acquire ?” 

4, 5. Thee 


God's negleft to pur.ifh the wrongs and violence which are 
committed in the world He is {till vindicarinr the ju filed 
of God. 

Ver. 2, 3. thou faidfl my righteoufnefs^ &c.] He had brought 
this charge againit Job before, chap, xxxiv. 9. But there 
he cenfured the complaint as an arraignment of the jufiicc of 
God. Here he takes it in another point of view, namely, 
as laying God under obligation. The charge is, that Job 
had in efiedt faid, Ci I have been more juft to God than ho 
hath been to me. I have difeharged my duty to him, but 
have not met with a proper return from him : Aly innocence 
hath been of no advantage to me.” Elihu replies, fir ft, that 
fo great a Being cannot poflibjy be hurt by the fins, or be¬ 
nefited by the fervice of men : And fccondly, that our vice 
and virtue can harm or profit our fellow mortals only, 
yer. 5-8. 

Ver. 2. think efi thou this to be right ] thi-nkejl thou this to be 
a caufe r ,. or matter of difpute \ a queftion fit to be tried 5 
“ Whether thy righteoufnefs is more .than Qod’s ?” 

my righteoufnefs is more than God's] He had not faid thefe 
very words. But this was the amount of his vehement com¬ 
plaints againft God and junification of himfelf. See par¬ 
ticularly chap. xiii. 18, 22, 23, &c. 

Ver. 3. what advantage , &c.J See the note chap, xxxiv. g. 

what profit , &c.J what am I profited by not having finned 3 ? 
See chap. ix. 30, 31. x. 15, 


<1 Ver. 9—13. 

9 a cau fci or matter of litigation, chap. xiii. ]&• 

xxiii. 

* ’J“lK 23 nO « peccato meo. The fenfe feems to require us to 
read it as an infinitive with the prefix a non peccando , or quo<{ 
hbn ptccavi, Callellio turns the whole verfe with elegdnee antf 
freedom, A ~<gans tili prodefie aut conducere innocent iam . 

i. ■ . 
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4, 5. Thee and thy fe£t I anfwer : Infeft, rife •, 

Look from thy dull, furvey yon lofty Ikies: 

6 . Trembles his empire, if thy fins increafe ? 

7. Or to thy virtue muft he owe his peace P 

S, Thy fins, vain worm, a fellow worm may wound ; 

Thy virtue blefs a brother of the ground. 

“ This earth (thou cavillTt) is fill’d full witl* 
“ wrong, 

* c Cries of the weak, abandon’d to the ftrong.” 

10. But 

Ver. 4. thy companions] Thofe who entertain the fame 
unworthy fentiments of God and his providence. Chap, 
xxxiv. 8. 

Ver. 5. Look unto the heavens , &c.] This is a fublime fe/i- 
timent in a plain drefs. One view, fays he, of the magni¬ 
ficent fcencry of the lofty Iky will extinguifh all low con¬ 
ceptions of its Almighty author. It will flrike the mind 
with a va(t idea of his infinite fuperiority to all other beings, 
and of the impofiibility of his gaining or fuffering by the 
good or bad behaviour of his reafonable creatures. 

behold the clouds , &c.] behold the Jky % which is, &c. 

Ver. 7. If thou be righteous, zvhat give/? thou him?] Eliphafc 
has touched this argument chap. xxii. 2, 3. 

Ver. 9 — 13* By reafon of the multitude, &c.] He pafleth 
abruptly to another topic, Job’s complaint of God's difre- 
gard of the numerous opprefiions committed in the world ' J ; 
the authors of which he fuffers to efcape with impunity. 

Elihu 


1 D*pnty ather , as Caftellio turns it. It is another word for 

the heavens . Pfal, lxxxix. 38. E, T. ver. 37. 

* Chap, xxiv. 1 —12. 

V 4 
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10. But none their maker and his ways defire, 

Whofe gracious adls the midnight fong ini'pire : 

11. Him they negledt *, who dignify’d our mind 
With reafon far above the fpeechlefs kind : 

12. Their cry is clamour of unhumbled grief, 

13. God hears net clamour, nor will deign relief. 

14. Thou 

Elihu replies ; that when God-avengeth not the oppreflfed, it 
is owing to their want of piety. He negledleth them, be- 
caufc they negledt him. They murmur, but they do not 
pray. They are clamorous but they are not humble w . This 
fecms an oblique hint to Job, that the continuation of his 
fufferings w’as owing to his unfubmitting behaviour. 

Ver. 9. By reafon of the multitude , &c.J By reafon of vio¬ 
lence K the opprejfed >' cry, &C. 

Ver. 10. where is God my maker , &c.] They negleft the 
mofl obvious didlat-e of reafon ; O come 9 let us worjhipy and 
bow down : let us kneel before the Lord our maker. 

who giveth fongs in the night ] The night may fignify here as 
in chap, xxxiv. 25. a time of calamity. The fongs are thanks¬ 
givings to God for deliverance. Compare Pfalm xxxii. 6, 7. 
xl. 2, 3. 

But if the night is to be taken literally, there may be a re¬ 
ference to the nodlurnal devotions of the pious. See Pfalm 
xlii. 8. Ixiii. 5, 6. lxxvii. 6. cxlix. 4, 5. Ifaiah xxx. 29. 

Ver. 11. Who teacheth us , &c.] By beftowing the noble 
gift of reafon, God hath qualified us for religion; and laid 
us under the higheft obligation to be religious. 

Ver. 12. There they cry , &c.] There they cry ; but he an - 

fwereth 


v Ver. 10—13. 

* violence, Mr. Heath. It anfivers to the arm of the mighty 

in the next member of the period. is rendered violence, 

by LXX. in Ifaiah Ixiii. 1. 

y the opprejfed. It is the paffive participle in kal y as 

Schultens remarks. 
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*4. Thou fay’ft; He gives no midnight fong $Q 
“ me, 

* c His healing day I ne’er, alas! fliall fee.” 
Submit, and hope ; thy caufe before him lies. 

15. As yet unchaften’d for his ftout replies, 

16. Or 


fiver cib not , he caufe of the pride of evil men. The fufFerers 
themfelves are perfons of no religion, and too proud to apply 
humbly unto God for deliverance. Therefore he pays no 
regard to their complaints, which are vanity 21 (as they are 
termed in the next verfc) that is, void of real piety. The 
wicked through the pride of his countenance will not feek after 
God : God is in none of bis thoughts . Pfalm x. 4. 

Vcr. 14. Thou fayejl thou Jhalt not fee him , &C.J He endea¬ 
vours to recover Job from his defpair, and to infpire him 
with hope of reftoration on condition of humble truft in God 
for deliverance. To fee God muft here mean to enjoy his 
faving power. The Syriac tranllation however is clearer, and 
the he'brew will warrant it; Thou fayejl thou Jhalt not praift 
him a . cc He will give no fong in the night to me.” 

Elihu, it is plain, did not underftand the words in chap, 
xix. 25 — 27. to exp refs a hope of temporal deliverance . He 
fuppofeth job to be ftill in defpair of fuch a reftoration. 

judgement is before him] The caufe is before him . So our 
b'ble englifheth the fame hebrew word inPiulmix. 4. For thou 
haft maintained ?ny right and my caufe : thou fittejl in the throne 
judging right . cxl. 12. The Lord will maintain the caufe of the 
ajfiifled. 

Ver. 15. But now, &c.] This whole paflage is very dark. 
The ancient verfions differ widely. Not one makes any toler¬ 
able 


z NIK/ nequ'uia , as Cafteilio turns it. The Chaldee renders it 
b y tnpty, faljhood ; by the fame word that interpreter tranflates 
r? iniquity . 

a N / thou Jhalt not Jing unto him , It is the fame word 

which fhould have been rendered he Jingeth , chap, xxxiii. 27. 
See the note. 
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j( 5 . Or lightly chaften’d, Job exalts his tone, 
loquacious trifler with vain-glory blown. 

Chap, 


able fenfe of it, 
With acceptance : 


Perhaps the following tranflation may meet 


Ver. 15. But now becaufe his anger hath not vifiled , neither 
hath noticed b great excejfes c j 

Ver, 16. Therefore doth Job open his mouthy &c. 

Elihu cenfures Job’s behaviour as having been the very 
rev erf'* of patient waiting on God. It was murmur ; it was 
yain-gioi ioir, exaltation of himfelf. God however had not 
pianifefted his difpleafure againft him for it, or not in any 
fevere degree. But this lenity (Klihu adds) has but encou¬ 
raged Job to be more bold and clamorous, 

Ver. 16. in vatn A ] rafldy. Mr. Heath. It anfwcrs to 
words without knowledge in the next fcntcnce. The Almighty 
paffeth the fame cenfure on Job’s complaints c . They did 
jmt difeover his ignorance and preemption. 


* *6 hath not noticed. It is ufed for taking into confider- 

Cticn, chap, xxxiv. 4. to take cognifance , or judicial notice, ofj 
Pfal. i. 6, but there in Order to reward, here in order to punifh. 
Crinfoz renders it, qv'il ne prend point connoijfance de I'exces de 
•vos plaintes . 

c IKD great excejfes ; that is. Job’s intemperate fpeeches 

both of complaint and felf-junification. Schulrens remarks, that 
the verb fignifies literally in Hebrew to be overgrown with fat , 
Jer. 1 . 11. Cromarus observes, that in Arabic the verb fignifies 
to boafi ; one of its derivative nouns, a boafier ; and another of 
them, boafimgy or vain glory. The verb in Chaldee (in the con¬ 
jugation aphel) figniiiti to cau/e to increafe. See the Targura on 
Pfal. cv. 24. 

- 'pan. lxx. f ia.Ta.\w$ fooliflAy. 

c Chap, xxxviii, 2. 
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Chap. 

XXXVI. 

j—Indulge me dill; much argument remains 
On God’s behalf, and lofty are the drains. 

ru 


CHAP. XXXVI. 

At the third verfe Elihu refumeth his defence of the jujlice of 
God, and clofeth it with the twenty-third. He had given us 
liis idea of the juftice of God ver. 11. of the xxxivth chapter. 
For the work of a man Jhall he render unto him, and caufe every 
man to find according to his ways . God's punilhinents and 
bleilings coi refpond to the moral behaviour of men. 

At the twenty-fourth verfe, he enters on a train of fublime 
reflections on the natural works of God, that come within the 
reach of our obfervation. He purfues this fubjedl through-, 
put the fubfequent chapter. 

Ver. 2. Suffer me a little ] Literally, wait for' me a little 5 
wait a little longer for the ending of my difeourfe to you. 

Ver. 3 I will fetch. See,] In a free tranflation we might 
render it, I will carry back my reflections to what I began with z 
(chap, xxxiv. 10.) namely, junification of my Maker ; and 
will afteribe righteoufnefs to my Maker . 

But perhaps the original will warrant the following verfion, 
l will utter h (or will go on to utter) my knowledge of that which 

is 

v • ■ - -— — — * ■ 0 

f The Targum turns it, ^ wait for me ; iji 

like manner LXX. /xuvok pi ; Vulgate, Jujline me bear with me; 
Mr. Heath, have patience with me, It Signifies in Chaldee and 
Syriac pr^ftolatus eft ; Caftellus. In the Syriac Telu Rev. xvii. 
10. nro is the tranflation of /mi-m to tarry. 

e pimob ’in urn Vulgate, Repet am feientiam me am £ 
pTincipio, 

h -l wM utter. So it fignifies Numb, xxiii* 7. although 

4t h there englilhed to take up. 
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I’ll juftify my maker without art. 

Truth I explore, and faithful I impart, 

Th’ Almighty Mind, in all perfections great. 
Above low envy and capricious hate, 

6 . An 

i$ high *; tliat is, of a fublime fubjcdt. He may well honour 
his fubjedt, which is the yujlice of God , with the epithet 
fublime ♦ He had difeourfed on it in the two preceding chap¬ 
ters, he had dropped it during his addrefs to Job and the 
audience chap, xxxiv. ver. 31—37. and interrupted it again 
chap. xxxv. 14—16. Now he fays, he will refume it. 

Ver. 4. He that is perfeft in knowledge , &c.] One who will 
honeftly fpeak the fentiments of truth in difeouriing with 
thee; He that is upright k in knowledge is with thee. Elihu 
means himfelf. See chap, xxxiii. 3. 

Ver. 5. God is mighty , anddefpifeth not any, &c.] He aflcrts 
that God cannot be warped by prejudice or caprice in his 
adminiftrations of juftice. The argument to prove the afler- 
tion is, that fuch weaknefles are incompatible with the tran- 
feendent wifdom and grandeur of the divine mind 

defpifeth 


1 pHYlS 1 ? of that which h high. is fometimes the particle 

•f the genitive cafe; as a pfaim of David, ( TH 1 ? ) a pfalm 0/ 
yaift rmrn hoto. It alfo Jignities de t of w or concerning , 
£* \ 1 licr lii^ 2* Gen • xXi i ^• pi mo longinquum, denotes great 
diftance in refpedt to height vt r. 2and in refpeft to length , 
I Kings viii, 41, 46. In metaphor it may denote a high and ex- 
teniive fubjeft. A fublime and boundlefs matter of enquiry is 
compared to the height of heaven, the depth of hell, the length 
of the earth, and the breadth of the fea, chap. xi. 7—9. 

k n ^n vp r *ght f (II Sam. xxii. 24.) tecum agitur fnceris fen - 
tentiis , Cafteliio. 

1 n 1 ? ns tod mighty in frtngtb of heart , or underjlanding . 
Mr. Crinfoz finely remarks, that the expreflions in the original 
denote an elevation of mind, which is not capable of any thing 
unbecoming a noble, generous, and magnanimous character, But, 

fays 
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6 . An equal judge, no faviour of th s unjuft, 

Upraifes weeping virtue from its dull. 

7. He marks the righteous whom thelhade conceals, 
Inthrones with kings, as blazing noon reveals 
Their worth, and bids recording Time proclaim 
Their titled offspring and imperial name. 

8, 9, When 

dcfpifeth not any] he refers, no doubt, to Job’s own expref- 
fions chap. x. 3. Is it good unto thee that thou JhouldJl opprefst 
that thou Jhouldji defpife the work of thine hands ? and Jhine upon 
the counfei of the wicked f To defpife there means to take up an 
averfion to a perfon without cauie, from caprice. 

Ver. 6—15. He preferveth not the life y &c. ] He proceeds 
to eftablifti the juftice of God by facts in the courfe of pro¬ 
vidence. It is proper to carry along with us Elihu’s idea 
of divine juftice chap, xxxiv. 11. For the work of a man Jhall 
he render unto him , and caufe every man to fi?id according to his 
ways . 

The wicked are, in this book, perfon swhofe character is 
in general bad, but particularly opprcjfors . The poor mean 
not merely indigent perfons, but all who are injured, and 
withal innocent and friendlefs. To prejerve the life of the 
wicked is to protedt and profper the wicked and injurious : 
And to give right to the poor is to red refs the wrongs of the 
innocent and humble. 

Ver. 7. He withdrawetb not) &c.] The fuftbrings of reli¬ 
gious and virtuous men are apt to raife in our minds hard 
thoughts of the Providence of God. Job had di(covered icn- 
timents of that nature. When therefore we behold men of 
excellent piety and moral worth remarkably delivered from 
their afflictions, drawn out of their obfcure condition, and 
advanced to high and illuftricus ftations; fuch inftances 

ought. 


fays he, thefe are epithets too much beneath the Deity, to be ufed 
when wc fpeak of him. Caftellio’s verfion, however, is beautiful; 
Jit Uim exutit/ij , quu/a Jit inquu?n a txcellens a maguatntnus. 
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8, 9, When erring mortals in his bonds he holds, 

10. Their ear he touches, and their fins unfolds *, 
Humbles their pride, their felf-deception breaks* 
And flumb’ring confcience to its charge awakes. 

11. If to his high commands their ear they bow, 

And faithful keep the penitential vow i 
Sweet days enfue, bright is their evening fcene. 
And death comes late and with a look ferene* 

12. Indocile elfe, and flubborn in-their ways, 

A fatal blow their heavy forfeit pays. 

13. For 

ought, in atl reafon, to be confidered as proofs of God's 
rendering unto man according to bis work . Elihu, I fuppofe, 
refers to fome known examples of fuch a flxange revolution 
in Arabia, or in Egypt, or in fome other neighbouring 
country. 

but with kings^ See.] but he fetteth them with kings on the 
throne , and they are exalted for ever . Mr. Heath, who thus 
tranflates the paffage, remarks, that the allufion is certainly 
to David and his pofterity. Strange indeed ! that this ex¬ 
cellent poet fhould fo far confound times and characters, as 
to make Job and his friends acquainted with the hiftory of 
that monarch. Grotius fuppofes, with much greater pro¬ 
bability, that Elihu alludes to the advancement of Jofeph. 

Ver. 8—14. And if they be bounds &c.] He feems to pafs 
here to another chara&er, the oppofite of the foregoing, the 
doers of unrighteoufnefs. God caufeth fuch alfo to find ac¬ 
cording to their ways. He affliCts them ; but with a merciful 
defign to reclaim them. If they are penitent, their repent¬ 
ance makes a change in their chara&er, and a corrciponding 
change in God's treatment of them : he reftores them to 
their former felicity. But if they prove too corrupt and 
ftubborn to be reclaimed, he cuts them off by fome calami¬ 
tous death. Thus he manifefts his jufticc, by rendering to 
every man according to his work , Compare chap, xxxiii. 26. 

Ver. 12. by the jword ] by the fword of the angel of death. 
See the note on chap, xxxiii. 18. 

6 
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13. For flubborn Tinners but augment their pain. 
Sullen or fuming in th’ Almighty’s chain : 

14. Inflam’d* the holy minifters of death 

By violent pangs prefs out their guilty breath.' 

15. How fwift his faving arm, when meekly ftill 
The man of forrow learns celeftial will! 

16. Thee too he calls i for thee prepares releafe, 
Fulnefs, and feaft, and virtue’s heav’n-born peace: 

17. But 

Ver. 13. the hypocrites in heart] the profligates in heart ; men 
of very corrupt minds, incurably wicked, who will not hum¬ 
ble themfelves under the mighty hand of God when he bind - 
eth them in the cords of affliction. It is a variation of the cx- 
preflion in ver. 12. if they obey not. 

Ver. 14. They die in youth , &c.J This is an amplification 
of they (hall perijh by the fword ver. 12. The tranflation of 
this verfe fhould be, I apprehend. 

Their breath dicth by violence 

And their life is dejircyed by the holy beings. 

See the Appendix, Numb. IV. 

Ver. 15—23. He delivcreth , &c.] The obfervation in 
ver. 15. is an epitome of ver. 10, 11. He introduccth it as 
being the leaf! otfenfive tranfztion to the exhortation, which 
he addreffeth to Job in this portion of his difeourfe. For it 
would have been too harfh to make the application imme¬ 
diately after thofe fevere expreflions in ver. 13, 14. But the 
profligates in heart heap up m ath , &c. 

the poor m J This pafTage clearly fhews, that by the poor 
are meant perfons in a luffering condition whofe ears are 
opened , that is, who humbly receive the admonition which 
the difcipline of heaven conveyeth to them. 

Ver. 16. Even fo y &c.l theJlrait place meaneth his prefent 

afflifted 


m It is rendered by LXX, npavs meek> Zach. ix« 9. Com¬ 
pare Pial, xxxiv. 7. Ixxxvi, u 
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17. But thou, litigious (not the wicked more) 

Wilt wrangle for thy right, thy wrongs deplore : 
Thy right is yielded thee, thy fuff’rings laft, 

And juftice in her fetters holds thee fall. 

'18. Curb thy impatience, wrath already burns ; 
Beware its fury, which no ranfom turns: 

19. Wrath, which defpifes all the wealth of kings 
And all the force that wide dominion brings, 

20. Wifh not that difmal night, which fweeps away 
The race of mortals from the walks of day. 

21. Leave, 

afflicted condition; the broad place his deliverance : The 
phrafe where there is no Jbaitncfs exprelfeth the completenefs 
of the deliverance : And the table fumijhed with fatted things^ 
fignifies the affluence and enjoyment in which he fhouid fpend 
the remainder of his life. The parallel paflages are Pfalm 
cxviii. 5. xxiii. 5. 

Ver. 17, But thou hajl fulfilled^ &c.] But thou art full of 
the JlrhAng a of the wicked . The ienfe is the fame as in chap, 
xxxiv. 36. bis anfwers like wicked men. Thou haft abounded 
in wranglings with Providence, after the manner of irreli¬ 
gious men. Elihu tells him, that the continuance of his 
fufferings was owing to his murmurs \ fudgement and jujiice 
take hold on thee. 

Ver. 18, 19. Becaufe there is 1 vrath y &c.] Verily there is 
wrath , &c. God is highly offended with your undutiful be¬ 
haviour in this trial. Take heed, left your perfcverance in 
this ffoward temper provoke him to cut you oft" by fome ex¬ 
emplary deftru&ion. If things come to that extremity, not 
all the wealth and power of the world will be able to lave 
you. 

Ver. 20, 21. Deftre not the night , &c.J He farther warns 

him, 


a ftriving* or ftrif*- Compare Ecclef. vi. 10. This noun 

is engliihed ftrift , Prov. xxii, 10. 
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21. Leave, leave thy murmurs; thefe thy peevifli 

tongue 

More than affiittion’s ftyle has lov’d too long. 

22. God reigns fupreme, above the ftarry Iky, 

Where is the fovereign who with him may vie ? 

23. Who gave his fcepter, and his fleps o’erfees ? 
Who dares pronounce, M unjufl: are thy decrees ?’* 


24. O Job, the grandeur of his work admire, 
Hymn’d in loud anthems by the righteous choir: 

25. Aloft 


him, both againfl: his impatient wifhes for death and murmur* 
ings at God. This was Job’s iniquity . by the night is meant 
the tiigki of death. 

Vet*. 22, 23. Behold God cxalteth , &c.] Thefe verfes con-* 
tain the argument by which he eaforceth the foregoing ad-* 
monition. God is the fupreme lawgiver. His dominion is 
abfolute. It tranfeends all comparifon, and is above all dif- 
pute and objeftion. The verfion or' ver. 22. fliould be. 
Behold God is exalted 0 in his power: who is a lawgiver* like 


rnto h 


nn 


Ver. 23. iVho hath enjoined , &c.] God is not a deputy 
governor of the world. He is fupreme, independent, ac¬ 
countable to none. It is the higheft infolcnce to tax him 
with doing wrong, the ex predion who hath enjoined him his 
way, is of the fame import with who hath given him a charge 
ever the earthy chap, xxxiv. 13. See the note there. 

Ver. 24. Remember , &c.] This verfe ought to have begun 
a new chapter : for it begins a new head of difeourfe, which 

is 


0 Vulg. excelfus in fortitudine fua. LXX. 0 

ti i~X'n ai/Tw mighty in his power. 

p rrra t .XX. render it varry a potentate ; Vulg. nullus ei 
jimdis in iegijlatoribus. n*Hn ^ e l aqjJ > ITHD be that maketh 

the lazv. 


Z 
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25, Aloft prefented to all mortal eyes, 

Above all mortal thought his wonders rife : 

26, The work proclaims; u the workman is divine, 

<c Whofe boundlefs years no numbers can define.*' 

27, Refin’d by him the wat’ry atoms rife, 

Run into clouds, and flow along the Ikies: 

28. And 

Is continued to the end of the enfuing chapter. The fub- 
je£t is the incomprehenfible wifdom and power of God, in 
forming the meteors of rain, thunder, &c. and ufing them 
to ferve the ends of his moral government. The fcope of 
the difeourfe , to convince job of his ignorance of the way 1 
of Providence by his ignorance of the works of creation \ and 
to humble him for his prefumption in finding fault with what 
he did not, could not, underhand. 

his t (,».;>**] the vifiblc creation, the heavens in particular ; 
in which he has made manifefl his eternal power and godhead. 
Ffalm xix. 1. cii. 25. Rom. i. 20. 

which men behold] which men celebrate with fongs It is 
the fame word that fliould have been rendered to f ug chap, 
xxxiii. 27. xxxv. 14. See the notes. 

Ver. 25. Every man may fee , &c.] fecih — beholdetk. The 
phrafe bcholdcth afar off denoteth literally a vaft diftance, and 
figuratively incomprehenfibility. Our fight of an object 
which is afar off* is very inchftindt;' our knowledge of the 
works of God is very imported!. 

Ver. 26. Behold God is great , &:c.] The creation demon-, 
flrates its author to be an eternal, almighty, incomprehenfible 
being, 

Ver. 27. For he mal.eih finally &c.] The tranflation, I ap-e 
prehend fhould be. 

He 


q TTiJP Targum. which righteous men do praife . Vulpate, </#. 
quo ceanerunt 'viri. The root is Tity cccinit % Jt is here ia tl.Q 
conjugation 7 iheL 
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28. And thence diddling in benignant rain. 

Swell the brown hsrveft of the Ihouting fwain. 

29, What 


He draweth up r the exhalations * of water. 

Which arc fined 1 for the rain of d his cloud 

The exhalations of water are the watery vapours. Thefe are 
the materials of clouds and rain. 

According to Profcfibr Hamilton *, evaporation is nothing 
more than the gradual foluiion of water in air, produced and 
promoted by attraction, heat, and motion, by which other 
iolutions are efFeCted. The attractive power of the air draws 
up the watery particles that are in contact with it. By at¬ 
tracting them, the air at the fame time fineth them ; feparat* 
ini*- and leaving behind their (aline and other heterogeneous 
parts. By this divine chymidry they become qualified for 
the purposes of a rainy cloud When the air has drawn up 
the watery vapours, it diflolves them, that is, unites them 
with itfelf. It keeps them fufpended, in this date of folu- 
tion, until by cold or fomc other caufe it is forced to ier 
fome of them go. They then run together by their own 
mutual attraction and form a cloud. They continue in that 
form until the cloud is fo much accumulated, bv a frefh ac- 
ceffion of more watery vapours, as to become heavier than 
the air; or until the heat or denfity of the air itlclf is fo 
diminidied as to become lighter than the cloud. The cloud 
then falls in drops of rain . 

This beautiful theory is advanced by the very ingenious 

Dr. 


r jnr Vulgate aufert carrieth, or taketh anvay. Schulccns 
has ihewn that fignifies in Arabic firpfit , fublima-jlt. 

s The root in Arabic fignifies ftiilavit , dejhlUt'vit , exftil* 

la-jlt. pr:sfertim per exfudationem & cxlialationem. Schulcc ns. 
c *jp>* The LXX. turn it in the paflive voice but milled its 

meanmg, ?ttl . ca. ppT is properly to fine metals by fufton, 
chap, xxviii. |. 

u *7 °fi.z s in Pfal. cxlviii. 14. the horn of his people, 

'* 1 * 1 ^, LXX- £»; 

* in the iirft of his Phihfiphical Pffays^ 

2 l j z 
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29, What lofty genius can the fcene unfold, 

30. When his dark tent of vapours is unroll’d ? 
About their king aerial clangors found, 
Thick-burfting flames fpread terribly around, 
Ternpeftuous winds th* affrighted ocean fweep. 
And from its bed upheave the roaring deep. 

31. Thefe 

Dr. Hamilton, who has fupported it by a train of curious and 
accurate experiments, obfervations, and reafonings. 

But flill attraftion , which is fuppofcd to be the firft me¬ 
chanical agent in this wonderful procefs, is itfelf little un¬ 
derflood. For who will prefume to define the precife bulk 
2nd fhape of thofe minute particles of the air, which endow 
them with an attractive power : and as for heat and cold , fo 
inftrumenral in producing rain, who knows what are the 
firft natural caulcs of them ? Rain therefore, which is the 
origin of fountains and rivers, and one principal means of 
carrying on vegetation and fupporting animal life, muft ftill 
be reckoned among the great and incomprehenfible works 
of God. 

Vcr. 29, 30. Alfo can any underhand the fpreadings &c.] 
that is, covering the fky with clouds, the prelude to a thun- 
der-fhower. Thefe two verfes arc a lofty defeription of a 
ftorm of thunder and lightning : the great Author of nature 
is reprefented fitting in a pavillion of clouds. The clouds 
t>urft, the lightning flafhes, the thunder roars, and tempef-, 
tuous w’inds turn up the fea from its bottom. 

Ipfe pater, media niniborum in noCte, corufca 
Fulmina molitur dextra- Georg. I. 328, &c. 

The father of the gods his glory fhrouds, 

Involv’d in tempefts and a night of clouds ; 

And from the middle darknefs flafhing out. 

By fits he deals fiis fiery bolts about. Dryden. 

the- 


y t ^ >e /preadingu It is a metaphor taken flora extend¬ 

ing the curtains o t a tent, l»XX< f.mjrratnf, 
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$ i. Thefe arc his fervants i thefe for wifeft ends, 
To feaft the nations, or affiift, he fends j 
Thefe meteors his judicial will peform, 

Blefs in the fliow’r, and punifh in the ftorm. 

32. God 

the noife of his tabernacle] By his tabernacle are meant the 
tlouds. Pfal. xviii. 11. He made darknefs bis fecret place : his 
pavillion round about him were dark waters, and thick clouds 
of the /kies. See the following Verfes, At the brightnefs , &C* 
the noife 4 is well rendered by Crinfoz the daps of thunder. 

Ver. 30. Behold he fpreadeth , &c.] Behold his lightning * 
hurjleih b around hint c ; he turneth up d the bottom of the fed . 
Mr. Heath. The latter fentence, he turneth up, &c. repre- 
fents the efFedls of a thunder-ftorm upon the ocean. 

Ver. 31. By them judgeth he, &c.] Fruitful fliowers, con¬ 
tinual rains with confcqucnt inundations, thunder, lightning, 
and tempeftuous winds (ver. 27—30.) are employed by God 
in his moral government, for the benefit or punifhment of 
Jnen according to their moral behaviour. 

\To judge a people is the phrafe ufed by the Pfalmift for 
punifhing them, Pfalm ix. 19. Compare ver. 15, 16. 


* niKtyn the noifes. pNtp. which is derived from the fam® 

toot ntfP, denotes the roaring of the fed in a ftorm Pfal. Ixv. 8- 
According to Caftell. lignifies Jlrepiius, qui irruptionem it 

ruinam confequittir. 

3 It fignifies lightning , and is fo rendered chap, xxxvii. 3. 

b hefcattereth his lightning. P ayas * fignifies 

to break a whole into parts and difperfc them abroad Kzek. 
xvii. zi. 

c vbv LXX . 1 73 avion over him. Vulgate, defuper . Crinfoz, 
auteur de lai. Prov. vi. 22. it Jhall keep watch around thee * 1 *Sy. 
See Noldius. 1 

* HDD fidit. By this word the Samaritan Pentateuch renders 
iDn in Cen. xxvi. 2?, Mr. Hcatli. But may we not read PIDD* 
which in Arabic fignifies to fweep , and is particularly ufed of a 
/weeping wind? —Simul a’quora verrens. See Qtorg . III. 196, &c. ; 
Rnd compare iEn, I. 10^, io~. 
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32. God holds a flaming dart with both his hands, 
Forbids its flight where’er a fuppliant Hands 

33 • 

v^r. 325 33. Ultb clouds , &c.] Thunder and lightning 
"being looked upon, in thole ancient times, as the moll awful 
token of the divine difpleafurc againft the fins of men, Elihu 
takes up that fubjedt again ; and dwells upon it to the end 
of ver. 5. of the fublequent chapter.. I can make no fenfe 
however of our biblc tranflation of thefe verfes 32, 33. 

They will be more intelligible, and of a piece with the 
context, in the following verfion ; 

Ver. 32. He holdeth e the lightning with both his hands f , 

And giveth it commandment concerning him that 
prayeth g . 

Ver. 33. His thunder h ermonneetb , concerning him, jcaloujy 
and anger 1 again/} the impious k . 

The 


c ’ raa he hideib, or co r vereih ; that is, he holdeth fo as to cover, 
with Ins hands, the lightning. 

• f C’SD 

B *” a phgiy him that prayeth . This verfion, which is 

fupperted by the Chaldee, pitfcnts a fine contrail between the im¬ 
pious at whom the thunderbolt is levelled, and him thet prayeth 
whom it is commanded to fpare. yjj£) in Kal fignifies to pray, 
chap. xxi. K. Bur, if 1 millake not, the author of the Itijdom of 
Solomon, cited in the cote above, read miphgoy a mark, as in chap* 
vii. 20. The translation then mull be, 


God holds with both his hands a flaming dart, 

Gives it command to ftrike th‘ offending part; 

Then hurls the forked vengeance at the proud, 

And deep-mouth’d thunder fpeaks his wrath aloud. 

h fragor ejus (a J/*! -1 ,, or clanxit, perfonuit) his neije ; 

Mr. Heath turns it, with more ujgnity, his thunder ; which cer¬ 
tainly is the particular ncife intended. 

i HJp/D jtalcujy and anger ; fo the Targum renders it. 

WpD to NJpSt as nipa neium /datum for Klpa* Sec Gua* 

rin’s Hcbt\*w Grammar , vol. i. p. 4C0. 

* by a g a l n Jl% or Upon, the impious, The Syriac read 

5 j/avlah 
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33, But hurls the forked vengeance at the proud, 
Anddeep-mouthM thunderfpeaks his wrath aloud. 

Cfiap* 


The Divine Being is reprefented here in the attitude of 
vengeance, holding a thunderbolt with both his hands, and 
aiming it at the appointed mark, the obftinatcly wicked. I 
fancy the author ot thelFiflom of Solomon chap. v. 17. 21. had 
this palTage in view : He fall take to him his jealoufy for compleat 
armour, and make the creature his weapon for the revenge of his 
enemies . Then jhati the right-aiming thunderbolts go abroad , 
and from the clouds , as from a well-drawn bow , Jhall they fly to 
the mark. 

Ver. 33. Jealoufy and anger] Thofe appearances ih nature 
wh*ch carry terror in them, and are calamitous to mankind, 
were ever thought, by pagans as well as worlhippers of the 
true God, to be figns of divine Wrath. 

But Jove averfe the figns of wrath difplay’d. 

And (hot red lightning thro’ the gloomy fhade t 
Humbled they flood ; pale horror feiz’d on all. 

While the deep thunder fhook th* aerial hall. 

Pop z'sHotner'sIliad. B. vii. 573, 5 cc. Gr. ver. 478,9. 

The fource of thefe apprehenfions, with regard to thunder, 
was perhaps a tradition, that the firft thunder heard by man 
was immediately after his difobedience. They heard the voice 
of the Lord God going in the garden, Gen iii. 8. The know- 
lege of this fact was tranfmitted, it is probable, by the Tons 
of Noah to their poftcrity. The voice of the Lord is thunder. 
Job xxxvii. 2, 4. Pfalm xxix. &c. 


yavlah and fo did LXX. who render it \k\cl unrightcoujhefs , i. e. 
the unrighteous , as the Arabic turns it. 

But it comes to the fame thing, if we follow the Maforctic 
pointing yoleh elatus , him that is high ; who in the pride of his 
countenance will not humble himfelf before God. Compare chap, 
xl. it —13. 
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Chap. 

XXXVII. 

1. Ev’n while I paint this dreadful fcene, I ftart; 

My bofom fcarce can hold its panting heart. 

2 . Hark ! tremble ; murmurs in the diftant air, 
Whifper of God, his awful way prepare > 

3 * He 


CHAP. XXXVII. 

Ver. 2. Hear attentively , &c.J If thefe words are to be 
tinderftood literally , an addrefs to the ear ; we mull adopt 
Mr. Heath’s ingenious conje< 5 ture, that it now began to 
thunder and lighten from the cloud in which the Almighty 
was about to make his appearance. Such an incident would 
greatly heighten the propriety and animation of this fublim£ 
description. The addrefs, however, may be to the imagi¬ 
nation onlv, after the poctick manner of reprefenting things 
as though they were actually prefent. 

noife] The hebrew word is not that which is tran- 
flated noife chap xxxvi. 29. It fignifies the firft grumbling, 
or lower found, of the thunder which gives warning of louder 
and more terrible cxploftons K 

The learned Dr. Hunt, however, inclines to render this 
claufe. Hear attentively his voice with trembling 

< The found n ] If the foregoing word rendered the noife mufl 
give way to the authority of Dr. Hunt’s criticifm, wc re¬ 
cover the idea of a murmur , or low grumbling noife, in the 
Word which is here tranflated the found . 


1 m the murmur. Scholcens in his commentary affixes this 
fenfe 10 it from the Arabic. 

m Dr. Hunt js of opinion that the verb J?£jydoes not here govern 
becaufe in that conftriitlion, viz uhen it is followed by 3, 
it fignifies to obey . Bp. Lowth’a Prelections, 457. n. 

•run the ?nurmur . See Clodii Lex Scli&un. Crinfoz renders 
it le grondement . The YCrb PUH fignifies to fpeah with a hiv 
•voice, Pfal. cxv. 7. 4 
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5. He fires the heav’ns, earth to her utmoft Ihores 
Feels the broad flalhes, now his thunder roars; 

4, His voice, exalted with majeftic found. 

Augments its terror through the vaulted round: 
We hear, we ftiudder, but in vain enquire 
How form’d his voice, and how inflam’d his fire. 

5. Greatis the thund’ring God, and great his deeds. 
Nor lefs his work our loftieft thoughts exceeds, 

6. When 

Ver. 3. He direfieth it, &c.] The tranflation fhould have 
been, The flajh n thereof is under the whole heaven \ even his 
lightning unto the ends of the earth . 

The eleSlric matter , which, when difcharged from a cloud, 
we call lightning , moves with fuch a velocity as we cannot 
meafure : for it has been found to pafs through a wire two ' 
miles and a half in length, as it were inftantaneoufly p. 

Ver. 4. And he will not flay them , &c.] They cannot he 
fearched out % when his voice is heard. 

The electric matter, which by its violent difeharge pro- 
duceth both the flafh and the explofion, is but imperfectly 
known : it is far from being fearched out. Some few pro¬ 
perties and effects of it have been difeovered. The difeovery 
ll-rves to enlarge and aggrandize our ideas of the Almighty 
Maker, and to convince us how little we underfland of his 
boundlefs works. 

Ver. 5. great things , &c.J He proceeds to mention other 

wonderful 


0 reSlus impetus ejus. Chald. Vid. Comment . 

Schultens. 

P Dr. Hamilton’s Philofopbical EJJays , p. 125. 
q ODpp* 1 he Vulgate turns it, non invejligabitur * Sym- 
machua led the way, 1 he imperfonal active, 

with an accufative of the noun after it, is ufed for the paflive with 
the nominative of the fame noun, fignifics to track. It is 

here a metaphor, from the chafe, and means to inuejligate. 
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6 . When he commands ; “ defcend, my fleecy fnow, 
4< On the fown fields thy rich manure bellow: 
ct Heav’n, ope thy fluices ; ye impetuous rains> 

“ Four down my ftrength upon th’ autumnal 
“ plains.” 

7. Seal’d 

wonderful operations in the natural world, which we can but 
very imperfectly account for. 

Ver. 6—8. To the fnow^ &c.] Here he paints a winter- 
fcene. The fon of Sirach gives a beautiful defeription of a 
Ihower of fnow: As birds fiying he fattereth the jhszv j and 
the falling down thereof is as the lighting of grafsb:+>pers. 

Snow and heavy rains are joined together, as here, by the 
prophet Ifaiah r ; who reprefents them as inflxuments of pro¬ 
vidence for promoting vegetation, of bread-corn in particular. 

Homer, in the beginning of the tenth book of his Iliad, 
mentions a ftorm of thunder and lightning in fnowy weather. 
Barnes, in his note, tells us, that he himfelf had fecn the 
fame phenomenon at London ; and quotes Boflii as another 
witnefs of the like appearance at Senlis in France. 

ct Sometimes, the clouds are frozen before their particles 
are gathered into drops, and then fmall pieces of them, being 
condenfed and made heavier by the cold, fall down in thin 
flakes of flow, which appear to be fragments of a frozen 
cloud : but if the particles be formed into drops before they 
are frozen, they become hail-Jlcnes 

to the fmall rain , &c.] to the great rain even to the great 
rains of his Jlrength. 

He deferibes the winter rain, called the latter rain. It 
was periodical, and fell in great abundance, foon after feed¬ 
time, 


1 Chap, xliii. 17. 

'Dr. Hamilton’s Pbilofophical E/fays, p. 30. 

* DEO a heavy /bower, I Kings xviii, 45. Tlje epithet over- 
flowings is given to it, Ezek. xiii. 11. 
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y. Seal’d is each rural hand, reftrain’d from toil. 
That men may own the fovereign of the foil: 

8. Then beads of rapine to the mountains feud. 
Couch in their dens,andfaft awhile from blood. 

9. Sharp wind, no longer in its cells controlfd. 
Scatters abroad his all-fubduing cold: 

10. Keen blows the breath of God, the floods congeal 
To folid pavement like refulgent fteel: 

11. The 

time, in the month of October u . It caufed the feed which 
had been Town to take root; and by filling the ponds and 
citterns furnifhed a fupply of water for the winter feafon. 
Its fhowers therefore are filled Jhowers of blejfingy Ezck, 
xxxiv. 26 w . 

Vcr. 7. He fealeih up y &c.] The lands being laid under 
Water by thefe heavy and continual rains, a prefent flop is 
thereby put to the works of the field. This is the meaning 
of that beautiful metaphor, he fealeth up the hand , &c. 

Vcr. 8- Then the heajh , &c.] This is pi£turefcjue. The 
low grounds are covered witli water. The beafls of prey flee 
to the caverns of the mountains for fafety. they couch there ; 
and watcii impatiently for the drying of the valleys. 

Ver. 9, 10, 11. Out of the fouth y &c.J Thefe verfes are a 
defeription of fiormy, colJ, and frofty weather. Wind, cold, 
and freezing arc ftill among the great things which God doeth , 
and which ice cannot comprehend . The general caufe of windy 
which is only air put in motion, is fa id to be the atmofphere’s 
being heated over one part of the carih more than over ano¬ 
ther. For in this cafe the warmer air, being rendered fpe- 
cifically lighter than the reft, rifes up into the fuperior parts 

of 


u Or the latter end of September, Joel ii. 23. Sec the note on 
chap. xxix. 23. of this book. 

w Sec Cant. ii. is. Ifaiah lv. 10. Jer. v. 24. LXX. renders 

x : ‘. Ufc7 Vil6i fi orm y rain * 
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ii. The burnifh*d ether fheds a fmarter day. 

And not a cloud endures the vivid ray* 

12. The 

of the atmofpliere, and there difFufes itfelf every way; while 
the neighbouring inferior air rufhes in from all parts at the 
bottom, to reftore the equilibrium *. But yet it holds true, 
that the wind blcwetb where ii lifeth , atid we hear the found 
thereof, but cannot tell whence it cometh , nor whither it geeth. 

As to cold , philofophers are not agreed in their definition 
of it y : And the various hypothefes to account for freezing % 
Ihew that it has not yet been accounted for. 

Ver. 9. Out of the fouth , &c.] The marginal rendering ia 
jufter. The period will then be, 

Out of the chamber * cometh the form b , 

And cold from the difperfng 6 winds. 

The chamber , or rather the fecret cha?nber , denotes thofe un^ 
known regions whence the winds have their origin. Or the 
meaning may be, that winds are part of the treafures of God ; 
which he hath always in readinefs wherever he pleafes to 
employ them. He bringeth the wind out of his treafuries . . . 
Jlormy wind fulfilling his word, Pfal cxxxv. 7. cxlviii. 8. 

The difperfng winds are fuppofed to be thofe which blow' 
from the northern points, and by fcattering the clouds or 

diflblving 


* Rovvning’s Natural Philofophy , part ii* 116. 

> Sec Chambers’ Dictionary, art. Cold. 

* Id. art. Freezing. 

a -nnn \o LXX. ex Ta.fu.uuv out of the jlcrc-bcufes. ppp if 
properly the inner and mod retired apartment of a Gwelliog-houfe 
Gen. xliii. 30. Thence it was applied to the remote and un¬ 
known regions of fpace. In chap. ix. 9. it is coupled with 
the fouth t and there means the fout hern hemifph*re . 
b Chap. xxi. 18. xxvii. 20. HD ID the form, 
c rPp DHiO Caltell. in his Lexicon turns it dfpe>gentt* 
frigujy the winds that fcatter fold. He feems to have undcrliood 
DHfD to be the participle in pihel of the verb j"n? 

pergere , and ,"Hp to be governed by it. 
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12. The Lord of nature at her helm prefides, 

Her feafons turns, the circling meteors guides; 

While 

Ji:7v)!v ing them, make fuch a clear fky in fharp frofty weather, 

as is udcribed ver. 11. 

V r er. 10. the breath of God.] The ftormy, cold, freezing 
winds mentioned in the preceding vcrfe. A tempeftuous 
wind is, in the loftv llyle of the eaftern poetry, called the 
breath of Gcd chap. iv. 9. 

isjlraitned J This vcrfion cannot be right. Water is not 
ftraitned by freezing, but dilated. It takes up more room, 
when frozen, than in its ftatc of fluidity d ; as hath been 
prove ! by many experiments. The tranflation, I apprehend, 

fhouid be, 

A id the broad waters become hard e . 

Snow, cold, froft, and ice were no Grangers in Judaea r ; 
which bordered on Arabia Petraea, Job's country : nor yet in 
Arabia Petrrea. See chap, vi, 16. 

the waters] the ponds, lakes, and winter rivers. It maybe 
thought incredible, that there fhouid ever be fuch fevere cold 
in thole warm climates as to freeze lakes and rivers. But 
t: 1 .: Rev. Mr. Dawes informs us, that in 1756-7 at Aleppo 
(Lit. ^2 3 . o' North) they had a very fharp winter, which 
all the fruits of the earth. The cold was fo very 
inter, fe, that the mercury in Fharenheit’s thermometer, ex- 
polbd a few minutes to the open air, funk entirely into the 
bJ! of the tube. Millions of olive trees, that had withftood 
the !c verity of fifty winters, were blafted in this : and thou- 
fap.Js of iouls perifhed merely through cold. 

Was not this a froft fufficient to freeze a* lake, or river ? 
And yet Aleppo is fo warm a climate, that the fame author 

tells 


d Chambers' Dictionary, art. Freezinc. 

: proa in a Hate of bardnefs , or cohefton* Chap, xxxviii. 38. 
y:ben the duft grovuctb into bardnefs , p VVJ 7 It is a metaphor 
from fufed inetals, which, when cooled, cohere into a firmer mafs. 
f I Ciuon, xi. 22. pfal. cxlvii. i6 f 17, 
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While thefe and thofe his high behefts obey, 
And through earth’s peopled climes afiert his fway 5 

13. Whether 

tells us, cc They were obliged to fleep on the terrace of their 
houfes in Aimmcr 

Ver. ir. Alfa by watering, &c.] Here we have a picture 
of the fky in a clear, (harp-freezing day, 

Alfo the clear fky h difpeHeth ' the thick cloudy 
His fun k fcattereth the extended clouds 

The cicarnefs of the fky in frofly weather is owing to the 
check, of evaporation by cold. Hence the air becomes trans¬ 
parent, and the heavenly bodies are fecn through it with 
undim inifhed fplendor j there being no denfe vapours to refkdl 
back the rays of light, and thereby prevent their coming all 
down to us. (See Dr. Hamilton's Philcfophical Effays y p. 18, 
19.) In the language of poetry, therefore, the dear fly may 
be laid to difpell the thick clouds , and the fun to flatter them . 

Ver. 12. And it is turned rounds &c.] 

And he turneth the revolutions by his counfels , 

That they may do all which he commanded? them on 
the habitable parts of the earth. 

This 


g Letter to Dr. Littleton. 

_ h ,- Q the clear fky. The interlineary verfion renders it ferenitas\ 
Targum, in pnritate. This is the acceptation of it in Arabic, 
according to Schultens in his Commentary and Pococke in Carm. 
Togr. p. 123. Its root Barea fignifies, fays Schultens, to give a 
high and elegant poliih to the furface of bodies* 
i nnD* in (Arabic difpellit. Schultens. 
k "ITIN his fun, as in ciiap. xvxi. 26. Tt comes however to the 
fame thing, whether we underhand it of the body of the fun or 
pf his rays. 

J py traftus nubium. Vid. Schultens on chap iii. c. A collec¬ 
tion and arrangement of clouds, chap, xxxviii. g. The Maforites 
have pointed py in regitnine. But LX X. read it in the abfilute 
fornty hao-xopmli wpo? avrn his light defperfeth the cloud . Thus 
1S *h e nominative to the verb and the parallelilm 61 the 

diftich becomes perfect: and 1*^5, anc l |TH£3*> 

and 2 V correfpond to each other, 1 
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13. Whether as fcourges of a rebel race, 

Or lent as tokens of paternal grace. 

14. O Job, thefe wonders weigh *, ere£t thy mind. 
More wonders rife in boundlefs view behind ; 

15. Knows 

This noble fentiment reprefents the governor of the uni- 
verfe directing all its motions ; and guiding the periodical 
returns oi fummer and winter, heat and cold, fair and foul 
weather, thunder and lightning, fo as they fhall prove punifli-* 
ments or biddings to mankind in proportion to their moral 
conduct. 

the revolutions m ] or circuits . 

t v his couufels n j literally, by bis Jleerings n . 

upon the face , &rc.] upon the habitable parts of the earth 

\ er. 13. Jbloether for correction^ Sec.] The moral ufe which 
God makes of meteors, wind, rain, &c. can be but twofold* 
They are either for corrections or for mercy . The fituation 
of the words or for his land between thofe members of the 
partition, feems very uncouth and perplexes the fenfe. A 
frnail tranfpofition will render the period clear and eal'y. 

I Whether for correction or for mercy , 

[ criiy p for his earth he caufeth it * to come . 

it] that is, correction or mercy ; the work which he command¬ 
ed) the meteors to do upon the habitable parts of the earth , 


ei m2 DO LXX, Xvy.t.XfJLZ. 

" Vn^IinrQ Symmach us turns it iv tv xvtv by his 

piloting, lie underftood the word as modern interpreters do, to 
I..” a metaphor from navigating a Jhip . bann an is a Jhip 1 
ms.J?;r t or Junah i, 6. . 

So Prov. viii. 31 . Vi")** 72 D 2 in the habi¬ 
table part of his earthy i. e. the part inhabited by men. 72H U 
liled ior mankind, or the world of mankind. Ifaiah xiii. 1 1. 
p certe. Schultens. Sec alfo Noldius. 

n The relative affix *||“J it refers to and "TOH 

for antecedents taken feparatciy. 
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15. Knows thy weak reafon, how he ftains his bow 
When among clouds its fevenfold colours glow ? 

16. Or knows, v/hat balancings thofe clouds confine, 
Amazing workmanfhip of arc divine ? 

17, How 

Ver. 15. Do ft thou know> &c.] By God’s difpofng them he 
means God’s difpofing his wondrous works , or operations (ver. 
14.) in fuch manner as to produce fuch and fuch effects. 

and caujeth the light of his cloudy &c.] and caufeth his lumi¬ 
nous thuds r to flftne. He means perhaps, thofe bright clouds, 
fringed with gold and flamed with the richeft tints, which 
often in a fummer evening attend the fetting fun. Some 
eminent commentators explain this paflage of the rainbow. 
The expreflions indeed may appear too vague to allow that 
limitation, Neverthelcfs, as it feems very unlikely fuch a 
wonderful phenomenon as the rainbow fhould be taken no 
notice of in this poem, and as th is is the only place where 
it can be fuppofed to be mentioned ; I have adopted this fenfe 
in the verfe tranilation. 

We know that thefe beautiful appearances are caufed by 
various reflexions and refractions of the fun-beams. But 
why fome rays are more refrangible than others, how their 
different refrangibility produceth different colours, and what 
peculiar texture in the fmall parts of bodies fitteth fome to 
reflect one kind of rays, others another kind, are problems 
which phiiofophy is not able to folve. 

Ver. 16. the balancing 1 : of the clouds] The clouds remain 
fufpended, fo long as their preffure is exactly balanced by the 
counter-preflure of the air which is underneath them. When 
theequipoife is deflroyed, either by a diminution of the denfity 
and weight of the fupporting air, or by condenfation of the 
watery vapours; they often precipitate in rain. But the 
law of the equilibrium and tne caufes which deftroy the 
balance, are fo myfterious in their operation, that our know¬ 
ledge 

o 

r “I*]ft lucem nubis ejus , i. e. nubtm ejus lucidam ; or rather 

pubes ejus luctdas : for py is a range of clouds , as tichultens fhews 
in his Commentary on Cuap. jii. 5. 
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17. How fouthing day inflames the breathlefs air. 

Whence fcarce thy limbs their glowing raiment 
bear ? 

18. Art 

ledge of thefe matters is extremely fuperficiaL Elihu argues 
all along from our ignorance of the works of nature to our 
incapacity for judging of the counfels of providence. The 
fame kind of argumentation is beautifully purfued in the 
Ejfay on Man . 

Prefumptuous man ! the reafon would# thou find, 

Why form’d fo weak, fo little, and fo blind ? 

Aik of thy mother earth, why oaks were made 
Taller or ftronger than the weeds they fhade ? 

Or afk of yonder argent fields above, 

Why Jove’s fatellites are lefs than Jove . 

Ver. 17, 18. How thy garments are warm , &c.] He de- 
feribes an Arabian noon-day in the height of fummer; 
when the fun is in his full ftrength and not a breath of wind 
ftirring to cool the fultry air. 

When he bringeth a calm upon the earth from the fouth 5 . that 
is, from the fouth quarter of the heavens \ when the fun is 
in the meridian. 

The excellive heat and bright tranfparency of the air in 
a fummer’s noon, efpecially in the warmer climates, perplex 
philofophy with many difficult queftions. How do the fun’s 
rays operate, to produce calmnefs in the air and a ferene 
Iky ? What quality in bodies raifcs in us the fenfation of heat ? 
And how does that quality a£t upon our nerves j and by 
what procefs is the fenfation excited in our minds ? 


5 r-n»Y1 the fouth. Ecclef. i, 6 . the windgoeth towards the Jouth^ 
and tumeth about to the north. 1 cannot find that the word ever 
fignificsth eyouth-wind, Befides, a fouth-wind is tempeftuous in thofe 
climates, Il'aiah xxi. i. It mull, however, be owned, that in the 
fummer feafon a fouth wind produces heat in thofe climates, Luke 
xii. $5. Dr. Ruflel remarks, that the coldelt winds at Aleppo in 
the winter, bring with them, when they blow from the very fame 
points from May to the end of September, a degree and kind of 
beat which one would imagine came out of an oven. Natural 
Hiji . of Aleppo , p. 14. 

A a 
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18. Art thou afllfting, while he fpreads the mafs 
Of ether fplendent as the polilh’d brafs. 

Bright as the mirror, as the metal ftrong ? 

19. O man of courage, aid our fault’ring tongue ; 
Confus’d we cannot reafon in his ear, 

Dark cloud defeends, the coming God we fear. 

2o- Should. 

• 

Ver. 18. Haft thou with him fpread out, &c.] Doji thou , or 
unit thou, with him fpread out, &c. ] Wilt thou undertake to be 
his afiiftant, in giving to the noon-day fummer Iky its high 
polilh and infufferable effulgence ? The elegant fimile of the 
mirror cannot be underftood, without recollecting that their 
looking-glaHes were made of metal highly poliflied. Exod. 
xxxviii. 8. 

The flate of the fky in a long drought (ccms more par¬ 
ticularly the fubjedt of the defer!ption. The heaven that is over 
thy head jhall be brafs, and the earth that is under thee ftvull be 
iron. Deut. xxviii. 23. 

Ver. 19.—uJt.] Thcfe verfes are the peroration : wherein 
he rcprelents to Job the rafhnefs and danger of difputing with 
God, lets forth the incomprehenftbility of the fchemes of 
providence, in lifts that they are planned and executed with 
molt perfedf equity and juftice; and exhorts him and all 
mankind to annihilate themfelvcs before their Maker, in pro-* 
founded: reverence of his adorable majefty. 

Ver. 19, 20. Teach us, &c,J I do not clearly underftand 
thcfe verfes. 

Cur nefeire, pudens prave, quam difeere malo ? 

Wq may however, partly by the afliftance of Schultens, make 
out the following explanation : 

Teach us what we Jhall fay to him. 

TJiis is an ironical reprimand of Job, for wifliing the Al¬ 
mighty would appear by fome vifible manifeftation, that he 
might reaferty that is, difpute, with him w . 

We 


* Chap. xiii. 3, 


ChAp.XXXVII. THE BOOK OF JOB, 25 $ 

20. Should fome bold mouth prefume to fpeak for 
mine, 

Perdition will confouiid the ralh defign, 

21. When 

We cannot order x our fpeech. 

He declares himfelf to be in too much terror and confufion 
to fpeak to God at all, much more to difpute the fitnefs of 
his proceedings. 

He next afligns the caufe of his perturbation : 

by reafon of the darknefs . 

meaning perhaps the dark cloud which now ovcrfhadowed, 
them, and which was the fign of the Deity’s near approach 
Th is is Mr. Heath’s remark. If the darknefs is to be taken 
literally, the remark appears probable, and is withal fo inge¬ 
nious and beautiful, that I have formed the verfe-tranfiation 
upon it. 

Elihu adds, to fhew the danger of difputing with God, 
about his ways ; 

If any one fpeak,furely he Jhall be deJlroyed z . 

If any one (hould venture to be my proxy, and carry my 
complaints of God to his ear; he will certainly perifh for 
his ralhnefs. By fpeaking we mull underiland fpeaking of 
God as Job had done, cavilling at his providence. Otner- 
wife it would not have merited fuch a punifhment. 

Ver. 21, 22. And now y &c.J He illuftrates the terrible 
majelty of God in a vifible manifellation of it* which Elihu 
feems to be now expecting. 


x It fignihes (i) to form t as an army does when it pre¬ 

pares tor battle, chap. vi. 4 'The terrors of God do Jet ihemjelves in 
array again/} me. (/) to be hi readinejs tor engaging in a diipute, 
chap xxxiii.15. If thou can/l anj-uoer me t jet chy words in order be - 
fore fiand : Put tnyfelf in readinefs to difputc with me. (3) t$ 
arrange arguments in pleading, chap. xiii. id. 
y See tne note on ch p. xli,. 

z It is rendered to deftroy , chap. ii. 3. In the Syriac Tcf- 

tamem Rev. viii. 12. is the tranlladon of KysrA/,?*, and iignihes 
be fmitteu fo a< to bw* deihoyed. 

A a 2 
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21, When heavVs expanfe the fweeping north-wind 

clears, 

22. And, flaming forth, the golden fun appears, 
Whofe optic on the dazzling feene can gaze ? 
How, then, abide a God’s terrific blaze ? 

23. I#* 

Ver. 21, men fee not, &c.] men cannot hoi % at the bright 
light which is in the Jky % when the wind hath pajfed andcleanfed 
it b . That is, when the iky is in fuch a clear and dazzling 
ilate as he had deferibed ver. 18. He beautifully applies 
that refplendent image to the purpofe of fhewing the infuf- 
ferable fplendor of the Divine Majefty. 

Ver. 22. Fair weather C J Our Tranflators meant, I fup- 
pofe, by fair weather fuch a ferene iky as is painted in the 
foregoing verfe. But the original prefents us with a neMg 
and more glorious obje&, the fun itfelf. 

By means of the north-wind A (cleanfing the <ky ver. 21.) 
the golden fun cometh forth: with God is terrible majejly. 


x fcV ^9 cannot look at, as ver. 19. tlV we cannot 

order our fpeech. Quum ne fulgentem q at dim luctm a/pi cere pajjmt* 
homines* qu* eji in ret here. Caftellio. 

a C'pn^ the Jky. It is tranflated fo ver. 18. 

5 In ver. zz. he calls it the north-wind. The winds that blow 
from the northern parts bring with them a large quantity of dry 
air* which drives before it the faturated air and clouds; or im¬ 
bibes the watry vapours which the faturated air, whofe place thefe 
dry winds occupy, had let go. In this maimer the wind paj/tib 

and cUanjeth the iky, 

* nnr g*u. t he connexion fhews that the fun is meant by 
:hi6 term. For it is the caufe of the dazzling brigbtnefs in the fky, 
ver. 21. and is brought in between that and God's terrible majelty; 
with a view to heighten the infinitely fuperior luflre of the latter. 

* pss the north , that is the north-wind as in Cant. iv. 16, If 
;e translate, as fome, the golden fun cometh out of the north , that is, 

the northern parts of the heavens ; the meaning will be, that he 
rifeth on the northern points of the compafs, or to the north of 
the eaft, as he does throughout the fummer. But the fun at his 
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2 3. In vain we pry, in vain our reafon toils* 
Immenfity the force of reafon foils 2 
Juftice and boundlefs pow’r exalt his throne* 
Beneficent to all, unjuft to none. 

24. Therefore let men adore him ; in his eyes 
To nothing ftirinks the wifdom of the wife. 

Chap, 

Ver. 23. Touching the Almighty , &c.] This great and 
worthy fentiment is the fum of his whole fpeech in juftifi- 
cation of God. The incomprehenfibility and infinite per¬ 
fection of God filence all objections to his government. This 
is a fufficient anfwer even to thofe two perplexing difficulties 
in the meafures of providence, which Job had ftarted ; the 
dcftruCtion of the righteous with the wicked in general cala¬ 
mities, and the profperity of fo many profligate men to the 
very end of their lives. For as the heavens are higher than the 
earth , fo are bis ways higher than our ways , and his thoughts than 
cur thoughts e : And the ways and thoughts of an infinitely 
perfeCi Being cannot be otherwife than right. 

Whatever is, is right. EjfayonMan. 

he will not affl'U 7 ] He will not opprefs r . See chap. x. 3. 

Vcr. 24. men do therefore fear him ] Let men therefore fear 
him, who beboldeth all the wife in heart as a nothing 

This great inftruCkion is the point of aim throughout 
Elihu’s fpeech. This is the fublime moral of the whole 
poem. To eftablifii this primary duty of all religion by his 
own authority, the Deity himfelf at laft appears ; the defign 

of 


rifing is not bright enough to (bed a dazzling light on the fky: 
And the fun in his full llrength, upon or near the meridian, is the 
only proper objeCl to fet forth the glory of the Divine Majefty. 
e Ifaiah lv. y. 

f PU 7 ’ he will not opprefs . It fignifies to afflift unjuftly 
and tyrannically, Exod. i. ii. Pfal. Ixxxix. 23. 

g ft 7 a nothing , fo Schultens renders it here. And fo it fignifiea 
and is engliihed, chap. vi. 21. 

A a 3 




358. THE BOOK OF JOB. CHAP,XXXViIIi 

C A A P. 

XXXVI IL 

1. Now the black (hadowing cloud, defcendingfaft. 
Shot fiercer flames and roar’d a ftormy blaft : 

The 


of whofe fpeech to -Job is to reduce him to this, reverent fub- 
jniilion ; and by his example to enforce it upon all others. 

I appeal now to the fenfible reader, whether upon a review 
of this difeourfe of Elihu it does not appear pertinent and 
udicious, Job certainly thought it fo. He never once in¬ 
terrupts him. He remains filent. It certainly therefore made 
fome imprefTion upon him, He was convinced by it, that he 
had exceeded both in his junification of himfelf and in his 
complaint of God. The conviction however was not full 
atul ilrong enough, to produce the requifite humiliation. A 
higher authority was wanted to work that effect; and ta 
bring the poem to its crifis. Hence appears the neccflity of 
the Almighty’s interpofure, 


CHAP. XXXVIII. 

The poem is now haftening to its cataftrophe, Elihu’s 
difeourfe had prepared the mind of Job for the change that 
was to be wrought in him. The fpeech of the Almighty 
bears down all obftnclcs, that remained in the way of his re¬ 
pentance and fubmiflion. 

The defign of this appearance of the Almighty is not to 
vindicate the injured character of his fervant Job. That is 
done by a feccnd appearance, which was afterwards made to 
Fiiphaz fingly h , and which comes not within the limits of 
the poem. 

Neither is it the defign of this fpeech to decide the contro- 
yerfy, in the dialogue, about the ways of providence : For the 
dccifion of that difpute was not intended by the poem \ but 
was referved for the fubfequent hi/iory . The fcope of the 
fpeech is to hu?nble Jab j and to teach others, by his example, 

tq 

_ _ _ __ _ _ ^ 

r ■ . t ■■ 11 

h Chap. xlii. 7—9. 
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* 

The voice almighty .through the whirlwind broke, 
And thus to Job with lofty accent fpoke : 

2. Who 

to acquiefce implicitly in the difpofals of God, from an 
unbounded confidence in his wifdom, equity, and good- 
nefs. This furely is an end worthy of the interpofition of 
the Deity. 

■ digfius vindice nodus. 

The method taken in the fpeecdi to accompiifli its defign, 
is a feries of queftions and defcriptions, relative to natural 
things , admirably fitted to convince this complainant, and 
all others, of their incapacity to judge of God’s moral 
adminiftration, and of ,the danger of ftriving with their 
Maker. 

The poet had given, in the courfe of the poem, glorious 
fpecimens of his talent for the fublime. But he feems to 
have referved the full exertion of his powers to this conclud¬ 
ing part. Here he has collected all his fire, as it were, in a 
focal point. I imagine it will be eafily granted, that, for 
majefty of fentiment and ftrepgth of expreflion, this fpeech 
has nothing equal to it in the moil admired productions of 
Greece or Rome. 

Dr. Young has tranfiated it with dignity and fpirit. 
Nothing but the propriety of making an uniform verfion of 
the whole poem could have prevailed on me to attempt this 
part after fo great a mafter. 

Ver. 1. out of the whirlwind] out of the Jlormy cloud 1 . That 
the Almighty manifefted himfelf on this occafion by fonie 
'uifible token of his prefence, may be inferred, I fhould think, 
from what Job fays, chap. xlii. 5. But now mine eye feeth 
thee : And a cloud was generally his mode of appearance. 
Compare Ezck. i. 4. Nahum i. 3. 


* LXX. $ici Xsti^aTro; k } n$u;v CMS, Alex • vs^xt;) in after?)* 

find a cloud. It fignifies a ftorrn at Jea , which is always attended 
with dark clouds, Jonah i. 4. 

A a 4 
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2. Who this, whofe blindnefs, in fo bold a ftrain. 
Judges my ways, and teaches God to reign ? 

3, Advance, difplay the hero, gird thy loin ; 

My part the learner’s, to inftruct me thine, 

4^ Where thou, when earth’s foundations I began ? 
Say, knowing creature, how defign’d the plan : 

5. Who laid its meafures, and the line apply’d ? 
Did thy vaft genius o’er the work prefide ? 

6. What 

Ver. 2. that darkencth counfel , &c.] The reproof is, that 
he had taken upon him to judge the ways of God, the 
reafons whereof he was utterly in the dark about: And that 
he had given vent to his rafh judgement in complaints 
equally rafh and inconfiderate. A free tranflation of this 
paflage might be, 

lVho is tins that judgeth in the dark k , and whofe wards are 
'without knowledge . 

Ver. 3. I will demand of thee y &c.] Thefc cxpreflions re¬ 
fer, no doubt, to that daring challenge, Then call thou y and I 
will anftver: or let me /peaky and anfuuer thou me . chap. 
Xiii. 22. 

Ver. 4—7. Where voajl thouy &c.] The fentiment con¬ 
veyed in thefc pungent interrogations is, that only He who 
made the world, or at leaf! was prefcnt and aflifting in that 
great affair, is capable of judging how it ought to be go¬ 
verned. Thcfe verfes, 4, 5, 6, 7, fpeak of the creation of 
the earthy and in terms of architenure, which denote exadt 
proportion, nice arrangement and durable folidity. 


k yWNQ Symmachus turns it cr*ors»cf of a dark 

judgement , or underflanding. 

nVy teems to mean here thought in general, or thoughts in the 
form of judgements or propofitions in the mind ; more particularly 
Job’s thoughts about the ways of God. * s one 

judgeth darkly , as one that g°*th welly or moyeth £race«r 

fully, Prov. xxx. 29. 


4 
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6. What ground fuftains the mafiy pile ? who plac’d 
The corner-ftone, and its ftrong framing brac’d ? 

7. Myriads of ftarry forms the builder fang. 

My raptur’d fons, and heav’n with chorus rang. 

8. Where thou, when ocean from the womb I feat. 
When burfting forth roar’d the huge element ? 

9. A 

Ver. 7. The morning Jlars] They are fly led the fons of God 
'in the next fentence. The fons of God are the angels I 
fuppofe, they are called the morning Jiars on account of the 
luminous vehicles with which they are cloathed. The morn¬ 
ing itar is exceedingly bright. What a grand appearance 
does the poet here prefent to our view, ten thouland times 
ten thoufand and thoufand of thoufands of glittering angels 
attending the birth of our world, and finging hallelujahs to 
the Almighty Father, 

Ver. 8 —11. Or who flout up the fea , &c.] The waters were 
coeval with the earth, and covered it in the beginning. The 
gathering them together into a proper receptacle was the 
great work of the third day of creation. They then took 
the denomination of fas , or the fea , and likewife retained the 
name of the deep. This operation of Almighty power, toge¬ 
ther with the meafures taken to prevent the fea from over¬ 
flowing the earth, is the fubjedt of thefe verfes, 8, 9, 10, 11. 

Ver. 8. with doors ] ver. 10. and fet bars and doors. The 
fhores m , promontories in particular, and high rocky coaft, 
are a reftraint upon the ocean and a fecurity to the earth. 
Thefc are the barred doors , which in part keep the waters of 
the fea within the bounds afllgned to them. 

IVhen it brake forth n ] The original word denoteth an im¬ 
petuous eruption. It is the fame that is ufed in Dan. vii. 2, 

the 


I Chap. 1. 6. ii. i. 

** Prov. viii. 29. Jerem. v. 22, 

II WJQ. ifun^txa-jiv impetu ferebatuf\ 
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g. A night of fwathing clouds I threw around. 

And in thofe folds thewond’rous infant bound: 

10. Its 

the fur wind: cf t':e heaven ftrvce (rujbtdforth) upon the great 
fa. The prophet’s defcription is like that in Virgil, 

I r.a. Eurufque Notufque niunt, creberque proceliis 
Air;cus : et vaftos volvunt ad littora flu this. 

cut cf the wcmb] Had toe creation of the whole mafs of waters 
been the thing fpoken of, by the womb muff be meant nihility , 
non-entity. Bat the fubjeci here is the collection of part of 
the mats into a channel, to form the fea and furround the 
earth. 'The womb therefore, out of which the waters of the 
fee ifiued, feems to have been the fubterraneous abyfs, the fa 
tender ground, as the Arabs call it*. Thus Drufius explains 
it. The dbjfs was as it were the womb thereof. 

Dr. Woodward fuppofetb, that there is an irrmenfc ca¬ 
vern in the earth, and that this is the one place into which 
the whole mafs of waters was gathered on the third day. He 
further fuppofeth the 2byfs to communicate with the bottom 
of the fea, by vaft hiatufes or chafms in the earth **. Through 
thefe paffages, we may conceive, the waters of the abyfs brake 
forth, and filled the channel of the fea. 

Ver. g. When I made the cloud, &c.J The poet had com¬ 
pared the eruption of the fea from the great abyfs, to the 


• Shaw’s Travels, 67. 4to. That eurions traveller inform? us, 
that even in the Sahara (the drfert, tooth of the kingdom of Al¬ 
giers) by digging wells to the depth of one hundred and femetimes 
two hundred fathoms, they never want a plentiful ft ream. In or¬ 
der therefore to obtain it, they dig through different layers of fand 
and gTavel, till they come to a fieaky ftone, like fate, which is 
known to lie immediately above th z/ta bilvw ground, as they call 
the abyfs . This is eafily broken through ; and the flux of water, 
which follows the ftroke* 'riles generally 16 fuddenly and in fuch 
abundance, that the peribn let down for this purpofe hath fome- 
dmes, though raifed up with the greateft dexterity, been overtaken 
and fufibcated. 

p See Chambers* DiQUnary, art. Abyss. 
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10. Its fury tam’d with laws, with rocky land 
Embarr’d the raging flood, then gave command : 

11. « Thus far, ye mountain waves, no further, roll, 

“ My bulwarks fhall your haughty foam control.” 

12. Ancient of days, did Morn thy voice obey 
From whence to journey with the dawning ray ? 

13, Mantled 

breaking forth of an infant out of the womb. This aftonifh- 
ing image gave rife to the garment and the fwadling band; to 
which he refembles thofe thick and dark clouds, which fre¬ 
quently arife ov^r the fea and cncompafs it. 

Ver. 10. and brake up for it ?ny decreed place] If the boun¬ 
dary or channel of the fea had been intended by our author, 
he would have faid, I imagine, its decreed place. I prefer 
therefore the marginal verfion, 

And ejiablijhed my decree upon it ‘J. The decree which God 
impofed on the mighty ocean, is that wonderful law of gra¬ 
vitation in fluids, by which all the parts of them exerting an. 
equal preflure upon one another, the equilibrium,of the whole* 
mafs is maintained. 

Ver. 11. And faid , Hitherto, h c.] What a fublime con¬ 
ception does this command give us of the power and majefty 
of that Being who fpeaks it ! 

Ver. 12—15. Hajl thou commanded the morning , &c.] The 
tranfition from the fea to the morning is not fo abrupt as it 
appears. For the ancients thought, that the fun fets in the 
ocean, and at his rifmg cometh out of it again. Thefe verfes 

however 


q ’ 2 il * 1 ^^ This furely is a phrnfe of the time import 

with that in Prov. vin. *)pn VJliiO When he gave to 

the feu his decree. to break o]f \ which our author ufes inltead 

of cenfituit , is iynonimous with pr<ecidit, fatuity de - 

crevity Daniel ix. 26. deflations are determined , But as 

alfo ftgnifies figuratively to enervate or break the force of a 
tiling ; Crinfoz tranflates, Lorfque je la domptaipar mts Ioix, when 
l tamed it by my Iuvjs % 
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13, Mantled in gold fhe wings her beamy flight, 

14. Holds in her hand the beauteous feal of light. 
From eaft to weft the clear impreflion gives, 

And earth like clay the colour’d forms receives: 

15. Then 

however are difficult. But I apprehend, the morning is dc- 
fcribed here by three remarkable chara&ers \ Firft, its con- 
ftant return to its appointed ftation the eaft. 

Secondly, its making vifible the forms and colours of 
things, which are confounded and loft in the night. 

Thirdly, its being the time of the day when juftice was 
admin iftered, 

Ver. 12, 13. the morning—the day-fpring\ 

Ver. 12. Hajl thou commanded the morning in thy life-time T ? 

Hajl thou caufcd the day-fpring to know its place ? 

Ver. J3. To take hold of the ends of the earthy 

That the wicked might be Jhaken out of it P 

In ver. l%. The morning and the day-fpring are but different 
terms for one fingle thing; break of day until fun-rifing. 
Its regular appearance in the eaft is here marked. In the firft 
fentence of ver. 13. the diffufion of the morning light over 
the whole face of the earth, is exprefled by the beautiful 
figure of taking hold of the ends of the earth . In the fccond 
fentence, the moral benefit of the morning to mankind is 
taken notice of; That the wicked might be Jhaken out of it. In 
thofe times and countries the courts of Juftice fat in the 
morning s . This fii^gular circumftance gives a dignity and 
importance to the defeription of the morning, worthy to 
come from the mouth of the righteous governor of the world. 

Ver. 14. It is turned as clay , &t\] 

It 


■ »■ .M ^ »l. ■ ' «!! •■ ■ ■ V m * » 1 1 

* /state tua* Ca/lellio. 

3 Judges vi. 31 . Pfal. ci. 8 I will early (in the qtcrningj dtjlroy 
all tie ytk'kcd of the fand* Alio Jer. xxi. l?. 
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15. Then juftice from the world ejefts the vile, 

And breaks the giant arm inur’d to fpoil. 

16. Haft 


It (the earth) is changed * as clay by thefeal , 

IVhen they (the morning and the day-fpring) prefentthem - 
/elves as it were in magnificent attire . 

During the darknefs of the night the earth is a perfedb 
blank \ in which ftate it refembles clay that has no impref- 
fion. But the morning light falling upon the earth, innu¬ 
merable objedts make their appearance upon it: It is then 
changed, like clay which has received the ftamp of the feal. 
Thus I underftand this elegant fimile. Sealing upon clay is 
Hill practifed in the eaft. When the corn-granary at Grand- 
Cairo, belonging to the Sultan, is full ; the infpedtors (fays 
Mr. Norden) having fhut the door, put on their feal, upon 
a handful of clay, which they make ufe of inftead of wax u . 

They prefent themfelves w as it were in magnificent attire *. In 
the original the verb is plural, merely in conformity to gram¬ 
matical conftrudlion ; there being two nominatives to it, tht 
morning and the day-fpring ver. 12. But as thofe two nomi¬ 
natives mean but one thing, namely, the morning ; the trans¬ 
lation would be juftified, and the fenfe clearer, if the verb is 
turned in the fmgular number : fl)c prc/cnts herfilf,\ &c. 

We 


A 


* Vertitur terra et mntatur ut lutum figilli ; quoi 
facile cedit, et varias formas recipit pro libidine imprimentis ali- 
quid in eo. Drufius. 

IDH denotes a change from one ftate to another ihat is oppo* 
fite ; when the fea, for inftance, whs turned , or changed, into dry 
land, Plal. lxvi. 6. 

u Norden’s Travels, p. 72, 8vo. 

w prefent themfelves, to perform their miniftry, as 

in chap. i. 6. ii. 1. 

* tyub 1 DD for 103 - The ellipfis cf the prepo- 

fition is iery common in the poetical bo^ks of fcripmre. See an 
inftance in chap, xxxviii. 30. the waters are hid as with a ( one , 
pfrO- Schuitens has obfervcd, that fits magnificent 

a-parel in Efther vi. 8, to, 11. 
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i 6. Haft thou gone down th’ immeafurable fteep ? 
Travers’d the windings of the central deep ? 

17. Unbarr’d 

We have here a grand poetical image. The Morning , in 
the figure of a beautiful perfonngc, cloathed in a garment of 
light, prefents herfeif in the -caft : She holds a feal in her 
hand, as the minifter of providence ; and is on the wing to 
enlighten the earth, and to renew with her feal the appearance 
of things in their proper forms and colours. 

Ver. 15. And from the wicked, 5 cc.] The poet blends toge¬ 
ther in his defeription of the morning, the moral and natural 
benefits of it. He now returns to the moral benefits, which 
he began to mention ver. 13. By cutting off fome wicked 
men, in the morning, and putting a ftop to the opprellions 
committed by others, a happy change is made in the Hate of 
fociety ; correfponding to the beautiful change in the face of 
nature, when the morning effaces the horrors of night and 
reftores the pleafing feenes of day. 

Ver. 16, 17. Hajl thou entered, &c.] We now defeend into 
the lower parts of the earth. For I apprehend (1) that by 
the fea , or deep , we are to underftand the fea below ground , 
the waters of the great abyfs. (2) that by the gates of death 
and the doors of the Jhadow of death is meant the entrance into 
Shed the world of ghofts. (3) that in the creed, at leaft the 
poetical creed, of thefe men, Shed was placed under the 
Waters of the abyfs. The interrogation therefore is* Hajl 
thou gone down into Sbeol ? The reproof contained in this in¬ 
terrogation is, that it is folly and prefumption to interpofe 
our judgement upon the difpenfations of good and evil in the 
prefent world ; unlefs we perfectly knew the connection of 
thefe difpenfations with a future world, the world of final 
reward and puniflunent. 

Ver. 16. thefprings cf the feal] This verfion is fupported 
by the Septuagint, which turns it the fountain of the Jea : By 
the fountain , or fprings of the fea , is meant, 1 fuppofe, the 

abyfs, 


1 *323 th* intricate paths . The Chaldee turns it the intricate 
places That interpreter makes the tQ "]33 tQ ^ WtWgfsd 
in difficult vs ays, Ljcod. xiv. j. 
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r 

p 

17. Unbarr’d death’s portal? and from thence furvey’d 
The gjiofts that colonize the world of fhade ? 


18. Or is the furface of the globe, fo wide, 

A landflrip in thy view from fide to fide ? 

Do 


abyfs, or mafs of waters in the bowels of the earth. See the 
note on ver. 8. But I rather think the tranilation fhould be, 
the intricate paths of the fea y i. e. of the abyfs. 

in the ft arch z of the depth J in the depths of the abyfs . Mr. 

Heath. 


Ver. 17. the gates of death—the doors , &c.] Ifaiah calls 
them the gates of Sheol 1 ; that is the entrance into the region 
of the dead, the world of departed fouls. The Hebrews 
named it Sheol, and the Greeks Hades. The Scptuagint ver- 
lion of the l'econd fentence, Hafl thou feen the doors of the 
Jhadou) of deaths is remarkable and ftriking ; TVere the door¬ 
keepers of Hades terrified when they faw thee b ? What Hebrew 
text this interpreter followed I cannot guefs. But he is cer¬ 
tainly right in underftanding it of Sheol c . For as the gates of 
death are here connected with the abyfs 5 fo in chap. xxvi. 
5, 6. the ghofts of the old giants, which are in Sheol , are 
faid to be under the waters : And that by the waters are meant 
the waters in the cavern of the earth, the abyfs , is evident; 
inafmuch as Ifaiah gives to Sheol the epithet from beneath d , 
and EzeJciei calls it the nether parts of the earth and the pit c . 
Alio in the Apocalypfe , Th: keys of Hades arid death (chap, i, 
18.) are ftiled (chap. ix. i.) The keys of the pit of the abyfs . 

Ver. 18. H«Jl th:u perceived , &c.] We now afeend from 
below the center of the earth to its furface $ from the region 


: y.n- LXX. i^rartv in the paths j Cnnfoz> Its gotiffres* 
a liaiah xxxviii. 10. 

b liiAvp i <5'f ur-s 1 cl a 

c See WinJet de -vita funttoruwftatu . p. 73 — 75. 

liaiah xiv. o. /’U'W Hell (Sheolj from beneath . 

^5 'f* »/■.*| 7 . e-y 1 j 
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Do thy paternal eyes, ftill watching o’er, 

Vifit each clime, and coaft along each Ihore ? 

19. The palace where imperial light renews 
Her golden trelTes, and her glitt’ring hues; 

The fhadowy realm whence darknefs from her bed 
Afcends, new horrors on the world to fpread, 

to. Reveal: their well-diftinguifh’d paths define, 
Guide us along th’ inviolable line. 

21. Skill 

of death to the world of life. Hajl thou conftdered f the breadth 
of the earthy &c. The queftion relates not to a fpeculative 
knowledge of the earth’s extent, but to a providential furvey 
of it; fuch as he alone czn take who created it, and who 
alone is a 
and eover 

Ver. 19 —1. Inhere is the way where light dwelletk f] This 
quefhen differs from that in ver. 12—15. That related to 
the morning and its benefit to mankind, this to fettling the 
precife boundary of light and darknefs, that is, day and night. 
One half of the earth is enlightened, the other half is in 
darknefs at the fame inflant. This is owing to the fphae- 
rical form given to the earth at its creation. Job is now 
afited, whether he was witnefs to this operation by which the 
limits of light and darknefs were fixed, and knew the extent 
both of the one and the other. But the queftion is drefled 
in the glorious ornaments of fublime poetry : Light and 
Darknefs r.re reprefented as perfons : Each has its feparate 
dwelling and peculiar jurifdi£Hon : The bounds of one never 
encroach on thofe of the other. 

Ver. 19. JWhich is the way to the habitation of light? and the 
place of darknefs , where is it ? 

Ver. 20. Surely thou canjl guide (take) us to its border > 
yea, certainly thou canjl Jhew the roads which lead 
to its heufe . 


competent judge now it ought to be provided for 
ned. 


f rmnnn Hafitbouccnjidered? chap, xxxii. la. Tea, [attended 
( P’ODtt] "«« you. 
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21. Skill in all this, O antemundane fage, 

Befeems thy venerable length of age, 

22. Inform us if thy curious travels know 
My treafur’d hail, and magazines of fnow; 

.23. Spar’d for the day of evil, when with ftorms 
Winter the foreft and the fields deforms : 

Or 

Ver. 2 1. Thiu mujl know , for thou wert born at that time ; 

as to the number of .thy years , they are many • 
Mr. Heath. 

This is lofty irony* 

Ver. 22—38. Haft thou entered, &c.] This whole para¬ 
graph relates to thofe changes in the ftate of the atmofphere ? 
which we call the weather. 

Ver. 22. The trcafures of the fnow , &c.] Snow is the watery 
vapours frozen in the cloud ; hail the fame vapours frozen 
after they have run into drops large enough for rain. The 
clouds therefore are the trcafures , or rather treafuries, of fnow 
and hail. Job is ironically afked whether he has ever been 
among them, to afiift in, or at leaft obferve, thofe wonderful 
operations. 

Ver. 23. JVhich / have referved , &c.J The infpired poet 
ftill keeps in view the moral purpofes for which the Deity 
employs his natural works. The time of trouble may fignify 
not winter in general; but thofe feverc winters, in which 
there falls fuch abundance of fnow and hail as does infinite 

damage to the fruits of the earth, to cattle, and to human 
kind. 

Leo Africanus allures us, that the caravans which travel 
through the African deferts, are fometimes fuddenly over¬ 
laden ,v«:h fuch furious ftorms of fnow, that their beafts and 
carriages and themfelves are caft away in it. 

the day of battle and war] Thefc expreflions may only im¬ 
port that in iuch a time of trouble as was mentioned in the 
former fentence, God himfelf makes war upon his enemies ; 

B b that 
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Or when ftrange battle on my foes I pour. 

And armies perilh in the wrathful fliow’r. 

24- When the hot eaft-wind wheels its boift’rous 
courfe. 

Who drives the tempeft and directs its force ? 

Or 

that is, punifhes the fins of men by ufing fnow and hail to 
deftroy their fuftenance. Extraordinary and miraculous fnow 
or hail may alfo be intended, like that with which he puniihed 
the Egyptians and the Canaanites There might be inftances 
of the fame kind before thofe times, and which might fall 
within the compafs of Job’s experience or information. 

Ver. 24—27. By what way , &c.] The wind, rain, and 
thunder which accompany, or immediately follow, the light 
here mentioned, might have led our Tranflators to render it 
the lightnings as in chap, xxxvii. 3. 

That ingenious traveller and naturalift Dr. Ruflel informs 
us* in his cbfervations on the weather at Aleppo, that March 
1743 fet in with variable fpring weather (though fomewhat 
cooler than ufual) which continued till the 23d ; from which 
time till the end a great quantity of rain, hail and thunder. 

On the 16th of Q&ober, at night, the fecond rains fell 
with a good deal of thunder. 

In January 1753 more rain fell in the day time than 
ufual in this month. Wind generally north-eajl or eajl y and 
moderate s. 

Ver. 24. the light] rather the lightning . How imperfect a 
iolution of this phenomenon philofophy is able to give, fee 
in the remark on chap, xxxvii. 4. 

which fcattereth 7 &c.] when the eajl wind fcattereth itfelf y 
or is J'cattered h $ &c. 


f Exod. ix. 23. Jof. x. 11. 

E Dr. R11 (fell's Natural Uiflory of Aleppo . 

»* vt)* LXX. hcurr-^ctnvrai is fcaltered. Verbs aftive which 
have r.o nominative expreft or underftood, mud be turned in the 
paflive'voice. 7 
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Or by what arm is ruddy lightning hurl’d ? 

How burft the flaflies, and inwrap the world ? 

1 —27. Who fafhion’d the canals, which fpoutthe rain 

In flame and thunder on the defert plain ? 

The 

Ver. 25. IVbo hath divided a water-courfe , &c.] TVho pre¬ 
pared 1 an aqueduSl (or conduit k ) for the overflowing of waters. 
The fublime metaphor of the aqueduct fignifies, I fuppofe, the 
ways through the atmofphere, in which the power of God 
conduces the heavy inundating clouds to their appointed 
vent. 

for the lightning of thunder ] for the blaze 1 of thunder . Mr. 

Heath. 

Ver. 26, 27. To caufe it to rain y &c.] This circumftance, 
where no man /V, &c. is dwelt upon, to fhew the provision 
which the Creator makes for the fuftenarice of wild beajls . 
Compare Pfalm civ. 10, 11. Joel ii. 22. This inftance of 
the power and providence of God might alfo be intended to 
fuggeft, that he who turns the barren wildernefs into fruitful 
pafture, is equally able to change a miferable condition into 
a happy one. Such an inftrudtion is a ftrong motive to con¬ 
fidence 


* prepared . So Mr. Heath renders it, and remarks that 

LXX. tranflate it wroxpuarj. The root he fays, figniries ftpa* 
ravit^ divijit ; and has likewife the fignification of fetting apart to 
a particular ufe . 1 could wifh however he had produced a voucher 

for the latter acceptation. 

k Some Greek verfions rendered it t tignysty™ an 

diifty or conduit as our bible turns it in II Kings xx. 20. 

1 Pin the bla%e. But Aquila renders it ktvttw the crack ; Syin- 
machus the found . But it fignines in Arabic fecuit crenatirn 

to cut a thing like the jagged edge of a leaf. The noun pin denotes 
a flajh of lightning as it appears in the hot climates, in a jagged or 
z gzag form. Our englilh bible tranfiates it bright clouds • but in 
the margin lightnings , in Zach. x. 1. The Lord Jhull make bright 
clouds , and give them /bowers cf tain . It certainly means there 
flajh es of lightning burning from the clouds, the prelude and conco¬ 
mitant of rain. 


B b 2 
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The howling wild, by human foot untrod, 

Pours out green pafture from each teeming clod, 

28. Tell, who the father of the rain ; and who 
The plaftic parent of the dropping dew. 

29. What is the womb of ice ? and whence is born 
Hoar-froft, that whitens in the wint’ry mom ? 

30. A 

fidence in God in the moil defperate fituation, as Job thought 
his own to be. Compare chap. v. 9—11. and lee the note 
there. 

Ver. 28. Hath the rain a father P] The queftion cannot 
be whether the rain hath a father, but who is the father of the 
rain u ? as appears by the next fentence, or who hath begotten 
the drops of the dew P 

The firft mechanical agents in the production of rain and 
dew are known only to him whole name is wonderful. With 
regard to rain, fee the remark on chap, xxxvi. 27. As to 
dew, all the difeoveries of philofophy concerning it are 
couched in thefe few words : 66 If the vapours, after they are 
exhaled from off the waters, do not rife very high in the at- 
mofphere, but hover near the furface of the earth, they then 
conftitute what we call a fog. If they fall to the earth,~be- 
ing condenfed by the cold of the night, without uniting into 
drops large enough to be called rain, they are then faid to 
fall in dew p.” 

Ver. 29. the ice—the hoary frojl ] Hoar-frojl, or white-froff, 
is the dew frozen or congealed early in cold mornings ; chiefly 
in autumn Our ignorance in the mechanical production 
of ice and froft was taken notice of in the remark on chap, 
xxxvii. 9, 10, 11. 


0 V'n 7X there ? LXX. n; er*, *who is ? fo Iikewife the 

Vul^.ite, Qtis ef ? 

p Rowmng’s Natural Philofophy, p. ii. 142. Chambers* Die• 
Iron ary, article Dew. 

9 Chambers’ DUlionary, article Ho* r-frost. 
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30. A marble covering on the ftreams is caft. 

And the broad lake with cold is fetter’d faft. 

31. When milder ftars the gentle feafon bring, 
Canft thou withold the beauties of the fpring ? 

Or 

Ver. 30. The waters are hid , &c.] Mr. Heath turns it. 
The waters cover themfelves r as it were with a Jlone. The fon. 
of Sirach has given a beautiful description of this wonderful 
operation and appearance of nature : Wloen the cold north wind 
bhweth , and the water is congealed into ice ; it ahideth upon 
every gathering together of water , and clotheth the zvater as with 
a breajl-plate. Ecclefiaft. xliii. 20. 

the deep s ] Tloe deep cannot here mean the fea. A frozen 
fca was never feen in Arabia or its neighbourhood. Neither 

D j 

could fuch a phenomenon be fo much as heard of in thofe 
days; when navigation had not reached to the high northern 
latitudes. But our author's word fignifies, in the Arabic 
language, any deep gathering together of water, whether 
fountain, river, or lake. A frozen lake , &c. might be known 
even in Arabia, or in fome of the adjacent countries. See 
the remark on chap, xxxvii. io. 

Ver. 31, 32. Canfi thou bind, &c.] He is now afked, whe¬ 
ther he has power over the heavenly bodies, to direct their 
motions, controul their action upon the earth, and^prevent 
the feafons and weather which they are wont to produce. 

The guefles of the learned concerning thofe agronomical 
terms which we tranllate Pleiades , Orion , and Arfturus , were 
mentioned in the note on chap. ix. 9. Chrvfoftom explains 

Aiazzarotb 


, r wnnrv- The Vulgate feems to have read conge- 

lantur ; having rendered it durantur , 

s d inn B is ufed for any large body of water. The dreams 
which ran from the rock fmitten by the rod ol Mofes, are called 
linm K’Dinn great deeps, or fluxes of water; in the Targum 
on Pfal, lxxviii. 15. 
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Or when Orion lifts his ftormy iphere, 

Canft thou with flow’rs adorn the froft-bound 
year ? 

32. By monthly ftages doft thou learn the fun, 

Through the vaft orbit of the figns to run ? 

Or lead Arfturus and his fons, to roll 

In fhining ranks around the northern pole ? 

33. Thy laws do thefe fulfil ? with pow’rs from thee. 

Hold they dominion in the earth and fea ? 

34, Come, 

Maz’zarotb^ of the twelve figns of the zodiac. Our margi¬ 
nal verfion adopts that explanation. Bringing forth the twelve 
figns each in its feafon y or month, is an expreflion accommo¬ 
dated to the then received fyftem of the world. The earth 
was fuppofed to be at reft in the center ; and the heavens to 
revolve annually round it, carrying with them the fun, pla¬ 
nets, and fixed ftars. 

Ver. 31. the fiueet influences , &c.] The fweet influences are 
the pleafant feafon of fpring j the bands are the rigours of 
winter when the earth is bound with froft. The chief at¬ 
tention of the Arabs was not fo much to the planets, as to 
the fixed ftars, their rifing and fetting, and their fuppofed 
influence in producing rain, wind, heat, cold, and all other 
changes of weather. See Pococke’s Specimen Hift. Arab. 
164. where we are told, that one of the three branches of 
knowledge which the ancient Arabs chiefly applied them- 
felves to, was the influence of the ftars in producing rainy 
weather. 

Ver. 33. the ordinances of heaven y &c.] By heaven is meant 
the celeftiai fphere, or the heavenly bodies contained in it. 

The 


x nnro Some will have the root to be to gird . “HJN is 

a girdle. Hence (fays Csftell.) /rfyon -vim the girdle, or 
belt, of the conftelUtion, i. e♦ the zodiac. See other derivations 
in Clodius* Lexicon Sclefium, p. 335. 
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34, Come, to its pitch thy thuncTring voice extend, 

35. Summon the clouds from heaven’s far-diftant end: 
Involv’d in darknefs, and begirt on high 

With feas of vapours, bid the lightnings fly : 
Hark! do they anfwer, “ Here ?” anddiftant bear 
Thy awful mandates through the trembling air ? 

36. Vague 


77 ;^ ordinances of heaven are the laws by which thole bodies 
perform their revolutions : And the dominion thereof in the 
earth denotes their real, or fuppofed, adbon and etfedts upon 
our atmofphere and terraqueous glebe. 

Ver. 34— 38. Can/} thou lift up thy voice , &c.] Thunder- 
fhowers were the fubjeeft in ver. 25—27. The fame fubjeft 
feems to be refumed here. But there the operation was, the 
guiding of the rainy clouds, through the air, to the place 
appointed for the difeharge of their contents : Here a body 
of dark clouds is collected, to form, as it were a pavillion for 
the Lord of thunder. The rain is mentioned there as poured 
down on the defert, for the benefit of wild beafts : Here it is 
fent to mollify the hardened glebe, and prepare the field for 
plowing and fowing. The lightnings alfo are here fent 
forth with greater pomp and divine majefty. One is apt 
however to think, that thefe verfes fhould have been fubjoined 
immediately after ver. 27. and that this divifion of the fpeech 
would be clofed with more propriety and dignity by verfes 
31, 32, 33. which mention the courfe of the fun, and thofe 
conftellations which were thought to produce rain and all 
the other variations of weather. 

Ver. 34. Canji thou lift up , &c.] What can be more hu¬ 
miliating chan luch interrogations as this ? What mull Job, 
what mud any man, think of himfelf, for daring to enter 
into a ftrife v/ith God, and to find fault with his ways ; 
when his own ignorance is thus contrafted with his wifdom, 
his own weaknefs with his power, and his own littlenefi 
with his tremendous majefty ? 

Ver. 35. Here wc are] This furprizing figure of fpeech, 
which gives intelligence and a voice to the lightnings, ex- 

B b 4 preftetb* 
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3 6. Vague meteors, wild phenomena, who taught 
Thefe not to err, as though endow’d with thought? 

37. Who ranges the celeftial urns, and pours 
In wifdom’s feafon their emollient Ihow’rs * 

38. The 

prefleth, with great fublimity, the punctuality with which 
inanimate creatures obferve the laws preferibed to them, and 
perform the fervicc enjoined them by their Creator. The 
author of Baruch has intimated this wonderful profopopeia, 
chap. iii. 34. The Jlars Jhir.cd in their watches , and rejoiced: 
when he calleth them they fay , Here iuc be. 

Ver. 36. IVho hath put wifdom, Scc.J This profe may be 
turned into the following diltich. 

Who planted reafon in the human breafl ? 

Who on the mind ideal forms imprefs’d ? 

But the fentiment bears no fort of analogy to what goeth be¬ 
fore and cometh after. The learned Schultens therefore has, 
by the help of the Arabic, offered another tranflation ; which 

carries on the grand figure that clofed the preceding verfe. 

* 

JVho put wifdom in wild motions u ? 

Or who hath given to a phenomenon w understanding ? 

By wild motions and a phenomenon are meant thunder, light¬ 
ning, rain, and other meteors. Their motions are faid to be 
wild and vague, becaufe they feem fo to us. Philofophy has 
rot been able to reduce their operations to any certain theory. 
Nevertheless they are governed by laws, as ftcady as thofc 
which regulate the motions of the heavenly bodies. This 
the poet has fuggefted by the noble expreflions, putting wijdotn 
and undcrjlanding into thefe wild phaenomena. 

Ver. 37, 38. Who can number , &c.] The work of provi¬ 
dence 


* rnnt» wild motions. The root tfrtD in Arabic Cgnifies 
•uacari 9 oberrare fine certa lege . 

W a phenomenon , or appearance , ad/peSabile , apparen:. 

The root rqty is io Chaldee, Jpedavit, ijnaginatus ej. Tne 

ncun 
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38. The glebe to loofen, when the glowing ray 
Hath harden’d into rock the binding clay ? 

39. Does thy all-pow’rful impulfe drive along 
The mother lionefs , fo fwift and ftrong ? 

Furious 

dence defcribed in thefe verfes is, the colle£Hng and arrang¬ 
ing the clouds in the moll fitting feafon, and then difpofing 
them in the mod proper manner for emptying themfelves in 
beneficent fhowers upon the arable lands. The beautiful 
images with which the defeription is adorned, are as follow : 

(1) The collecting and arrangement of the clouds is expreft by 
a metaphor taken from a civil or military enrolment, who 
can number , «Scc. See II Sam. xxiv. 10. (2) The clouds them- 

l’elves are compared to thofe earthen jars in which the eaftern 
people keep their water and their wine, the bottles , [or pitchers) 
cf heaven . See I Sam. x. 3. Ifaiah xxx. 14. Lament, iv. 2. 
(3) The difpofing the clouds in a proper manner for empty¬ 
ing themfelves, js denoted by the pofition into which a 
pitcher, or jar, is put for pouring out its contents : who can 
lay along the pitchers of heaven ? This image is fimilar to 
the inclined urn which the heathen poets place in the hand 
of a river-god. The urn reprefents the fountain from which 
the river flows ; and what fountains are to rivers, the clouds 
are to rain. I am indebted to Schultens for the fubftance of 
this note. 

Ver. 38. When the dujl y &c.J Thefe fhowers are fent to 
mollify the glebe, and prepare it for plowing ; when it has 
been baked and hardened by the long drought of fummer. 
Compare Pfalm Ixv. 9—13. 

Ver. 39, 40. Wilt thou hunt , &c.] Verfe 39 fhould have 
begun a new chapter. For we there pafs to quite a new 
topic, the brute animals which inhabit the air, the land, and 
the water. This fubjeft is continued, with a few fhort in¬ 
terruptions, unto the end of the Almighty’s fpeech. The 

judicious 


roun 1 ° Ifaiah ii. 16. fignifies fpettaatla t or fpeftabiUs 

jiguraty piuitittm V id. Schultens, u Clod ii Lex. Selects 
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Furious at eve Ihe hunts the yelling wood. 

And fwells her empty pap with milky food. 

Is it thy hand the lion colts fultains. 

And pours the carnage through their greedy veins 

40. When couchant in the fhaggy mountain lair. 

In watch of quarry, o’er the vale they glare ? 

41. Lo, 

judicious Poet has fele&ed thofe fpecies of animals, in which 
the wifdom, power, and providential care of the Creator are 
moft eminently di(played. The tendency of the deferiptions 
is, to raife in our minds fuch admiring fentiments of the 
Deity as will effectually extinguifli difeontent, and filence 
murmurings againft his difpenfations. 

Ver. 39. Wilt thou hunt y &c.] IVilt thou hunt the prey for 
the lionefs x ? The queflion turns upon making provifion for 
the lionefs and her family of fucking whelps. The wonder¬ 
ful providence of God effeCts this, by the tender feelings of 
parental afteCtion which he has infufed into this favage ani¬ 
mal, and the peculiar fiercenefs and fwiftnefs which he has 
given to it, to hunt the prey that Ihe may have a fupply of 
milk for her young. 

Or fill the appetite , &c.] This is a different queftion. It 
relates to qualifying the young weaned lions y to provide for 
themfelves. 

Ver. 40. When they conchy &c.] Statius finely deferibes a 
lion in this attitude : 

Qualis ubi primam leo mane cubilibus altis 

Ercxit rabiem, & faevo fpeculatur ab antro 

Aut cervum aut nondum bellantem fronte juvencam z . 

So the fierce lion, at the rifing day. 

His hunger wakes, and meditates the prey : 


1 N’abV vuig. leana. See Ezek. xix. 2. and Hieroz. part i. 

7 ! 9* 

y DH’flD. Ezek. xix. 3. Hieroz. ubi fupra. 

2 Theb. vii. 760. 


u* 
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41, Lo, the young ravens , from the neft exil’d. 

On hunger’s wing attempt th’ aerial wild : 

Who leads theirwand’rings,and their feaftfupplies? 
To God afcend their importuning cries. 

Chap. 

XXXIX. 

i. When did the mountain goaty or bounding roe , 

In their hard travail thy afliftance know ? 

2 . Thou 

Clofe ambufliM in the mountain den he lies. 

And darts along the vale his glaring eyes; 

If chance fome ftately flag his claw invite. 

Or heifer yet unbudded for the fight. 

Ver. 41. Who provideth for theraveriy See.] The raven, one 
is apt to think, has flipped in here by miftake. Should he 
not rather have been joined with fome of his feathered rela¬ 
tions, in the fubfequent chapter ? But perhaps he is men¬ 
tioned here, becaufe he lives on carrion, and may be fuppofed 
to feed on the carcafles which the lion leaves. The difficulty 
of meeting with fuch kind of food renders the divine power 
more illuftrious in preferving this fpecies of creatures. Com¬ 
pare Pfalm cxlvii. 9. Luke xii. 24. 

CHAP. XXXIX. 

Ver. 1. Knoweft thou — carji thou mark] Not meer know¬ 
ledge, but providential care and prote&ion is intended here*. 
To know is ufed in this fenfe in Pf. xxxi. 7. The other ex- 
preflion canjl thou mark , &c. fhould have been canjl thou 
watch over , or preferve b , the calving of the hinds ? i. e. the 
hinds when they calve. 

the 


* See verfes 26. 27. 

b Chap. x. 12. Thy asijitation hath preferred ( ^ m y 

/pint. Grot ms expounds An objhtricari 

petes ccrxa fa minis ? 
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2. Thou to their levelling womb its moons ordain ? 
Thou watch the burden to the hour of pain ? 

3. Bending they ft rain t* emit the ftruggling birth. 
And cafl: their forrows on the rugged earth: 

4. Faft 

the wild goats c of the rocks ] The kind of wild goats here 
mentioned is the Ibex , the Eveck. Its habitation is on the 
tops of the higheft rocks, where its perpetual leaping from 
precipice to precipice, together with the kids, expofes them 
to fo many perils, that without a fingular care of providence 
the breed nutft perifh, It re remarkable for its fwiftnefs and 
agility, for the Jargenefs of its horns, which bend backward 
and extend to the buttocks, and for its affedtion to its parents 
and young rf . 

the hinds] The hind, or roe, is the female of the hart. It 
is a lovely creature, of an elegant fhape, and its hair is of 
gtcat price. It is noted for its fwiftnefs and the furenefs 
of its ftep. The rutting time is at the coming in of au¬ 
tumn, They go eight months in their pregnancy; and 
bring forth in the fpring. This creature is timorous, perpe¬ 
tually fleeing from wild beads or men, and jumping among 
the rocks c . 

Ver. 2. Canji thou number — knowejl thou, &c.J Canjl thou 
number is here equivalent to Canfl thou appoint the number , &c. 
See chap, xiv. 5. And knowing means operative providential 
care, as in ver. 1. 

Ver. 3. They boiv the?nfelves, &c.J The difficulty with 
which thefe creatures bring forth their young, is taken notice 
of by Pliny f , as Grotius remarks. That difficulty is here 
painted by our poet in very exprelflve terms : 

They 




c 'by** V. ibices, 

d 1 Sam. xxiv. 3. Pfal. civ. 18. Hieroz. p. i. 917—920. 
c II Sam. xxii. 34. Pfal. xviii. 34. Cant. ii. 8, 9. viii, 14. 
Habak. iii. 19. Hieroz. p. i, lib. iii. cap. 17. 
i Nat. Hijl. lib. viii. 32. 
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4. Faft the hale infants thrive; then leavetheir home. 
Hang o’er the cliffs, and through the vallies roam. 

5. Who from the forejl-afs his collar broke, 

And manumis’d his ihoulder from the yoke ? 

6. Wild 

They bow thcmfelve r, they lurjl 5 with their pangs , they cajl 
out s their young ones . 

Ver. 4. are in good liking h ] This verfion gives the force 
of the original word, which denotes healthfulnefs and plutnpnefs • 

They grow up with corn] They grow up in the defert l . Bo- 
chart remarks i , that in Arabia the corn is cut (or plucked 
up) in March and April, at which time thefe kids and fawns 
are not yet brought forth, or but juft Jittered. They grow 
up therefore not with corn, but with the few fbrubs and 
hardy plants which the deferts afford : a circumftance which 
renders their prefervation and good-liking the more wonderful. 

They go forth] into the wide world to cater for themfelves. 

return not unto them] unto their parents. 

Ver. 5. the wild afs] The beautiful variety in the works 
of God is apparent in this animal, which though ranked un¬ 
der the fame genus with the domeftic afs, differs widely from 
it; in the liberty it enjoys, the place of its habitation, and 
its manners. 

free] The word does not imply here an antecedent ftate 

of 


8 runbsyn and ninbon- Mr. Heath obferves, that tlicfe 
w ords are marked in fome MSS. with a circle (o) to Ihew, as lie 
imagines, that they have changed places. 

' YOSIT J n the Syriac Testament Ill John 2. JTH is 

the tranfiation of vyiauuv. Clodius alfo in his Lexicon Selection jb- 
ferves, that this verb fignifies both in Syriac and Arabic to be fat , 
1 "ID- It fifini lies the defert in the Arabi ' Pfalter, Pfalrn xlix 1 1. 
as like wife Pialm xxviii v aftell. likewife inform' us 

in his Lex . thatp^j^ft 15 wild honey . And TiVn 

are the wiid leafs f the beafs of the aejert } in the laigum on 
PUlm Ixviii 23, 24. 


5 
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6. Wild tenant of the wafte, I fent him there. 
Among the flirubs, to breathe in freedom’s air. 

7. Swift as an arrow in his fpeed he flies, 

Sees from afar the fmoking city rife; 

Scorns the throng’d ftreet, where flav’ry drags 
her load, 

The loud-voic’d driver and his urging goad : 

8. Where’er 


of bondage. It fignifies freedom in oppofition to fiavery ; 
an exemption from the fervitude to which the domeftic afs is 
made fubjedl • which exemption is exprcfled in the next fen- 
ten ce by looftng the bands of the wild aft. 

Ver. 6. the wildernefs\ The deferts of Arabia, as well as 
Afri ca and India, are the habitation of this creature. He is 
a gregarious animal : For they go in herds to pafture and to 
watering. Yet in Hof. viii. 9. he is faid to be folitary be¬ 
cause he frequents lonely places. In feme countries the wild 
afs is very tall and beautifully ftriped, in others they are grey 
or of an afh colour and low of ftature k . 

The barren land ] In the hebrew, fait places. The foil of 
deferts, thofe of Arabia in particular, abounds with ialt j as 
appears from the brack i(h tafte of the fprings and plants that 
are found there. Salt was a metaphor to exprefs barrennefs, 
becaufe the plains bordering on the lake of Sodom are the 
moft "barren fpots in all Paleftine. When Jordan overflows 
its banks this lake alfo overflows the neighbouring fhores, and 
leaves a coat of (alt upon the land 

Ver. 7. He fcorneth , &c.J This is a very animated ampli¬ 
fication of the freedom mentioned ver. 5. which freedom is 
here contralled with the bondage and drudgery of the tame 
afs. 


k Hieroz. p. i. lib. iii. cap. 16. 

1 See Judges ix. 45. Jer. xvii. 6. Michaclis in Prelect# p. 40. 
n. 42. and Maundrel’s Journey t See* 
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8. Where’er the mountain waves its lofty wood, 

A boundlefs range, he feeks his verdant food. 

g. The favage reem , in thy own deferts bred. 
Shakes the tall terrors of his horned head : 

The mighty monarch of the mountain groves. 
And brawny-limb’d, with furious gait he moves. 

Will 

Ver. 9. the unicorn ] the wild bull. The hebrew name is 
Reem , which appears from the allufions to it in fcripture to 
be a creature of great ftrength, with high and terrible horns, 
and of the beeve kind 171 . It cannot therefore be the unicorn , 
which is a fifh in the north feas. the land unicorn is a meer 
fiction. Neither can it be the Rhinoceros , which hath but 
one horn, and that a very fhort one placed juft over the 
nofe R . Neither is it the Arabian Reem , which is a fpecies of 
roe and a weak timid animal. It is moft probably the wild 
bull , bred in the Syrian and Arabian deferts; which anfwers 
perfectly well to the characters of the fcripture Reem . The 
Arab poets are very copious in their descriptions of the hunt¬ 
ing of this animal, and borrow many images from its beauty, 
fwiftnefs, ftrength, and the loftinefs of its horns. They re- 
prefent it a very fierce and untamcablc bcaft, white on the 
back, with large fhining eyes. The reader however ought 
to be informed, that one of the Arabian poets joins it with 
the roes ; perhaps becaufe they are both wild creatures. 
Damir, their great naturalift, in the chapter which he en¬ 
titles 


m Numb, xxiii, 22. xxiv. 8. Deut. xxxiii. 17. Pfal. xxii. 13, 
22. xxix. 6. xcii. 11. Ifaiah xxxiv, 6, 7. 

n We learn from Dr. Parfons, in the Philofophical c Tranfa£liont 
for the year 1743. that there is in Africa a fpecies of Rhinoceros 
that hath always a double horn upon the nofe. The do&or pro¬ 
duced to the members of the Royal Society a double horn, of this 
creature, brought from the Cape of Good tlope. But neither Job 
nor the writer of the poem can be fuppofed to have heard of fuch 
an animal ; nor will this circumflance of a double horn in title if 
to tiie description of the Reem, 
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Will he forget his fiercenefs at thy call ? 

Accept thy hire, and (lumber in thy flail ? 

10. Foam in thy harnefs, tremble at thy rod, 

Harrow the vale and break the flubborn clod ? 

11. Wilt thou, relying on his force, demand 
His hoof to threfh the harveft of thy land ? 

12. Or to his fhoulder truft the loaded wain, 

Which fills thy garners with the precious grain ? 

13. The 

titles Of the wild hull , defcrites ho other than a wild fag. 
But fo Ceefar fpeaking of the Urus , of the black forcft in 
Germany, calls it bos ecrvi figura , a be eve jhapcd like a flag °. 
The Reems art in eft’edl called wild bulls by the Plalmifl 
Pfalm xxii. For thofe whom he (tiles bulls of Baflwn^ i. e. of 
the mountains of Baflian, ver. 13. he calls Reems ver. 21. as 
though they were fynonimous terms. In fiiort the Re cm muft 
be fuppofed to be of the beevc kind\ fince it is reprefented in 
our author’s defeription as qualified by its make and flrength 
for the bufinefs of agriculture like the tame ox. 

Ver. 9. or abide by thy crib f] The original may be ren¬ 
dered, or will he lie all night on thy threjhing floor ? i. c. to 
guard it. Mr. Merric has made it appear probable, that bulls 
were in the earliefl ages employed as dogs, to guard fields. 
Oxen are aftually put to this ufe by the Hottentots p. 

Ver. 11. thy labour ] the labour of threfhing the corn. 
The eaftern nations do not bring their corn in the ftraw to 
the barn. They feparate the grain on a round level plat of 
ground, in or near the field where it grew, and in the open 
air. Neither do they ufe a flail, but the hoofs of beeves to 

tread 


0 Schultens in loc. Hierox . p. i. 965, 9 ^^* Clodius in hisZ^r.*'. 
Select, fays, that the Reem occurs nine times in thehebrew bible; 
and that its name is derived from CO altum eJJ'e, on account of 
the talinefs of its ftature or the loftineh ot its horns. 

P See Merric’s Annotations on the P/alms, p. 28. 
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13* The camel-bird> with her broad quiv’ring vans, 
In ftately pride, her heated body fans : 

But 

tread it out This is ftill the practice in Syria, Egypt, and 
Barbary; excepting that in the latter country they employ 
horfes and mules* inftead of beeves, in this fervice r ; 

Ver. 12. gather it into thy barn ] The original is, and ga¬ 
ther thy threjhing-floor ; that is, the increafe, or produce, of 
thy threfhing-floor, as in Numb, xviii. 30. Will he cart 
thy corn, after it has been threfhed, to thy barn ? 

Ver. 13—18. Gaveft thou the goodly wings'] The great de- 
fcriptive powers of our facred poet £hine out with increafmg 
luftre. This fhort defcription of the OJlrich is rich in poeti¬ 
cal ornaments, and is a fLnifhcd piece of miniature painting. 

Ver. 13. Gavefl thou the goodly wings , &c ] The words 
gavejl thou are inferted by our tranllators. Mr. Heath ren¬ 
ders the lcntence more juftly : 

The wing of the ojirich s is triumphantly expanded 

The word which our englifh bible renders the peacock is 
one of the hebrew names 3 of the OJlrich \ The peacock 
was not known in Syria, Palefline, or Arabia before the 
reign of Solomon, who firft imported it. It was originally 
from India. Befides, th z ojirich not the peacock^ is allowed 

on 


t Dent. xxv. 4. Hof. x. 11. 

r hhaw 5 Travels, p. 139. 4to. Pccocke’s Defcription of the Eajl, 
vol. i. p. 208. 

3 The other name is Thefe two names dif- 

tingunh this creature by its vociferation, the noifes it makes being 
loud and fonorous. The verbs in and fignify exclamare , 

t iamare fortiter . In Arabic iignifies fonum trcmulum et tinnu - 
i.im t.i.dit , clam<x-jit y quod Struthiones foemina: maxinic fuciunt. 
llieroz. p. ii. lib. ii. cap. 16. Shaw’s Travels,^. 450— 455. 4to« 
Clodii Lex . Selefl. p. 48c* See the note on chap. xxx. 29. 

' B ls cngliihed to rejoice in chap. xx. 18. and to fo - 

lace one'sjelf\n Prov. vii. 18. According to Buxtorf, in his Con - 
ccrdance , it anfwers to the Latin exjultare\ which deiutC* joy ex- 
prefling itfelf in leaping and dancing. 
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But docs her wing the ftork’s wife inftinA lhare ? 
14. For to the land Ihe trufts her oval care j 

15. Warms 

on all hands to be the fubjecb of the following parts of the 
description. Neither is the peacock remarkable for its wing, 
but for the beauties of its tail : Whereas the triumphantly ex¬ 
panded, or as Dr. Shaw turns it, the quivering expanded wing 
is one of the characterises of the Ojlrich . When I was 

abroad (fays this entertaining writer) I had feveral oppor¬ 
tunities of amufing myfelf with the actions and behaviour of 
the Ojlricb . It was very diverting to obferve, with what 
dexterity and equipbife of body it would play and frifk about 
on all occafions. In the heat of the day particularly, it 
would ftrut along the funny fide of the houfe with great 
majefly. It would be perpetually finning and priding itfelf 
with its quivering expanded wings, and feem at every turn to 
admire and be in love with its own fhadoW. Even at other 
times, when walking about or refting itfelf on the ground, 
the wings would continue thefe fanning and vibrating mo¬ 
tions, as if they were defigned to mitigate and aflwage that 
extraordinary heat wherewith their bodies feem to be natu¬ 
rally affebted.” 

The Ojlrich is called by the Persians the Camel-Bird: be- 
caufe it refembles a camel in its neck, height, and walk j and 
a bird in its bill and feathers. See Shaw’s Travels p. 450, 
&c. 4to. and Hieroz. p. ii. lib. ii. c. 16. 

Or wings and feathers, &c.] The tranllation, I apprehend, 
fhould be, 

Is it the pinion and feathers of the Jlork ■ ? 

The 


8 nsn mw rro» ok the pinion of the fork, and 

the feathers ? Cailellio turns the whole verfe, C i rum generofioresfunt 
alee Jlruihio-cameli , anpenna plumaque eiconia ? DM is interroga¬ 
tive in chap, xxxviii. 33. Canjl thou fet D’Ctfl QN» and in 
many other places. SeeNoldius. fTDK 0r "QN hgnifies awing* 
or pinion , and n>3 feathers, in Ezek. xvii. 3 . JTOtf is tere 
ufed in the abfolote form inftead of the conftruft. Guarin pro- 

6 duces 



Chap.XXXIX. THE BOOK OF JOB. 387 

15. Warms it a while, improvidently leaves, 

Nor peril from the crulhing paw conceives : 

16. Unus’d a mother’s tender fears to feel. 

Afar fhe wanders for her morning meal *, 

Adopts, 

The Oftrich prideth herfelf in her quivering expanded 
wing, but without reafe-n ; fince it does not, like the wing 
}f the Jtorky provide for the fecurity and education of her 
poung. Natural affection is as remarkable in the ftork as the 
mran't of it is reprefented to be (ver. 16.) in the Oftrich. 

Ver. 14, 15, Which lecvctb , &c.] As for the ftork , the lofty 
Hr-trees are her houje. But the improvident Clinch depojiteth w 
ier eggs in the earth. 

The Oftrich buildeth her neft on fome Tandy hillock, in 
:he moll barren and folitary recedes of the defert; expofed 
:o the view of ever} 7 traveller and the foot of every wild 
Kafir. She fits upon her eggs, as other birds do ; but then 
[he fo often wanders, and lo far, in learch of food^ that fre¬ 
quently the eggs are addle by means of her long abfence 
Tom them x . Leo Africanus fays, they lay about ten or a dozen 
rrggs at a time. But Dr. Shaw fays, that by the repeated ac- 
:ounts which he received from his conductors, as well as 
r rom Arabs of different places, he had been informed they 
ay from thirty to fifty. He adds “ We are not to con fid cr 
:his large collection of eggs, as if they were ail intended for 
1 brood. They are the greatelt part of them referved for 
bod, which the dam breaks and difpofeth of according to 
iie number and cravings of her young ones/’ 

Ver. 16. She is hardened 1 , &c,] u On the lead noife 

(fays 


luces fevcral inftances of this anomaly; in his Hebrew grammar, 
ol. i. p. 1 21. m’Dn the ftork , is fo rendered in the margin, 
md e! lew here bv our tranllators. See Pfal. civ. 17. Jcr, viii. 7. 
nd Meric or. Pf. civ. 17. 

Jhe lea-veth. Dr. Shaw juflly renders it Jhe depofiteth ; 
or the word hgnifies to truft t or coinmit, to, in ver. 11. wilt tbju 
eave thy labour to him ? 
x Hicroz. part ii. 253, 257. 

t y rr&ypn Vid. If. Ixiii. 17 , prccdurus fuit , phyfice k inoraiiter. 
\rab; and idem noiant. conf. Sc halt, ad h. 1 . Gloiu 

•ex, Sclut: 1 
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Adopts, in her return, fome cafual brood. 
Mother in vain, and cruel to her blood. 

17. God in his wifdom form’d this ftupid kind. 
Creation’s fool, all body without mind. 

18. Yet 

* 

(fays Dr. Shaw) or trivial occafion, fhe forfakes her eggs, 
or her young ones : to which perhaps fhe never returns ; or 
if fhe does, it maybe too late either to reftore life to the 
one or to preferve the lives of the others. Agreeable to this 
account, the Arabs meet fometimes with whole nefts of thefe 
eggs undiflurbed : fome of them are fweet and good, others 
are addle and corrupted : others again have their young ones 
of different growth, according to the time, it may be pre¬ 
fumed, they have been forfaken of the dam. They (the 
Arabs) oftner meet with a few of the little ones, no bigger 
than well grown pullets, half llarved, ftraggling and moaning 
about like lb many diftreffed orphans for their mother. Ia 
this manner, the Ojirich may be laid to be hardened agalnjl her 
young ones as though they were not hers \ her labour (in hatching 
and attending them fo tar) being in vain, without fear 9 or the 
leaff concern of what becomes of them afterwards. This 
want of affection is alfo recorded Lament, iv. 3. "The daughter 
of my people is become cruel, like the Ojb'iches in the wilder - 
nejs 

To this account we may add. When fhe has left her neft, 
whether through fear or to feck food, it fhe lights upon the 
eggs of fome other Oilrich, fhe fits upon them, and is un¬ 
mindful of her own a . 

Ver. 17. Becaufe God hath deprived her, &c.] Natural af- 
fedtion and fagacious mitinct are the grand inliruments, by 
which providence continued] the race of other animals : But 
no limits can be fet to the wifdom and power of God. He 
preferveth the breed of the Oftrich without thole means, and 
even in a penury of all the ncccilaries ot life. 

iC Thofe 


* Dr. Shaw, in the pages of Ills Travels above referred to* 
3 Huroz . p. ii. 254, 25 5. 


Chap. XXXIX. THE B O OK OF J OB. 389. 

18. Yet when her Hidden enemy fhe fees, 

Uprifing like a tow’r away fhe flees •, 

In clouds of whirling fand, to fav’ring gales 

She fpreads the volumes of her plumy fails: 

With 

<c Thofe parts of the Sahara (the delert) which thefe 
birds chiefly frequent, are deftitute of all manner of food 
and herbage j except it be fome few turfs of coarfe grafs, or 
clfe a few other folitary plants of the laureola , apocynum and 
fome other kind, each of which is deftitute of nouriftiment, 
and, in the Pfalmift’s phrafe, even ivithcrcth afore it is plucked 
So that confidering the great voracity of this Camel-Bird, 
’tis wonderful not only how the little ones, after they are 
weaned from the nrovifion I have mentioned c , fhould be 
brought up and nourifhed * but even how thole of fuller 
growth, and much better qualified to look out for thcmfelvcs, 
are able to fubftft V* 

Ver. 18. When Ok lificth up herfdf,\ &c.] cc Notwithftand- 
ing the ftupidity of this animal, its Creator hath amply pro¬ 
vided for its fafety ; by endowing it with extraordinary fwift- 
nefs, and a furprizing apparatus for efcaping from its enemy. 
They, when they raije them fives up e for flight, laugh at the 
horfe and bis rider . They afford him an opportunity only of 
admiring at a diftance the extraordinary agility, and the 
ftatelinels likewife, of their motions, the richnefs of their 
plumage, and the great propriety there was in aferibing to 
them an expanded quivering wing. Nothing certainly can be 
more entertaining than fuch a fight; the wings, by their 
rapid but unwearied vibrations, equally ferving them for fails 
and oars ; while their feet, no lei's aflifting in conveying them 
out of fight, arc no lefs infallible of fatigue.” 


b Pfal. cxxix. 6. 

c The eggt>. See the note on vcr. 14. 
d Shaw’s Travels, p. 4.50—45^. 4to. 

c anon nron LXX. tv uTi r's’jjr'i. Vulg. in alt urn a/as 
{rtgit % Mr, Heath, vjben fit extendeth berfelf in height, 

C c 3 
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With native fpurs (he Simulates her fpeed. 

And mocks, aloof, the hunter and his fteed. 

19. Haft thou with prowefs fill’d the martial horfe ? 
Thou ton'd his throat with roaring thunder’s force? 

20. Light 

Vcr. iq*—25* Hafl thou given the horfe , &c,] The fire and 
fubl unity of this palfage are perhaps no where equalled, ex¬ 
cept by the great author himfelf in his defeription of Levi¬ 
athan. The prefent fituation however of verfes 22, 23. 
throws the whole into confufion. For thofe parts of the de¬ 
feription which precede and follow vcr. 22, 23. reprefent the 
horfe in his rank, fmelling the battle afar off\ and paint him 
in every attitude of ardour and impatience for the fight. But 
in vcr. 22, 23. he is in the very midft of the engagement, 
intrepidly keeping his ground againft all its terrors. In pro¬ 
priety of order therefore thofe verfes, 22, 23. Ihould conclude 
the defeription. 

Ver. iq. hajl thou clothed his neck , See.] I underftand this 
of the neighing of the war-horfe, which though fhrill is com¬ 
pared to thunder for its Ioudnefs and terror. An ingenious 
gentleman aflured me, that he has heard his own horfe per¬ 
fectly roar when he was provoked by blows. 

The neck is here put for the throat through which the voice 
pafleth, as in Virgil (quoted by Bochart) when lie is deferib- 
ing the fwans : 

Dum fefe a paftu referunt, et longa canoros 
Dant per colla modos-- 

Thunder f means the terrible modification of the voice of 
the war-horfe when he neighs . 

His 


f nayn Theodotion renders it Xt e f / ' lT uru.™ neighing ; and the 
Vulgate hinnitum . It may be thunder . with a feminine 

termination 5 as a WIT] S> *nd *ViK SYYlfc^bghc, 

according to BochartV remark in Hierox , P. i. p, 126. J nnd in’ 

CailclJ. 
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20. Light as the locuft, in the field he bounds; 

His fnorting with majeftic terror founds : 

2 1. Ardent 

His throat is faid to be clothed with thunder; which may 
feem a harfh expreflion. But the hebrews denoted any per¬ 
manent quality or circumftance by this metaphor. Thus it 
is faid in Ezek. xxvi. 16. they jhall clothe them[elves with trem¬ 
bling ; that is, they fhall tremble every moment. 

Ver. 20. Cayijl thou make him afraid , &c.] Canjl thou make 
him leap * as the locuft* f This agility exprefleth his joy to 
find himfelf in the rank of battle. ./Elian fays of the war- 
horfe, <c when he hears the founding of the reins and the 
clattering of the bits, and fees the brcaft-plates and forchead- 
pieces, he neighs, and leaping makes the ground to ring with 
his hoofs h” The fimile of the locujl is illuftrated by Dr. 
Shaw. This mfedf, he fays, hath the two hindermoil of its 
legs, or feet, much ftronger, larger, and longer than any of 
the foremoft : In them the knee, or articulation with the leg 
and thigh, is difHnguiftied by a remarkable bending, or cur¬ 
vature, whereby it is enabled, whenever prepared to jump, to 
fpring and raife itfelf with great force and activity k . 

the glory of his noJlrils y &c.] the Jlrength 1 of his fnorting m is 

terrible . 


CaRell. Lex. that the ver b Djn fignifi es in Syriac, iratus eft, 
infremuit , ton are fecit ; and Arabic , ira per at us ejf , moci- 

feratus eft camelus. Callellio’s verfion is, aut ejus clamofam cer- 
micem induifti ? 

g tr7“inn The verb is ufed for the dancing motion of the 
ground in an earthquake, Pf. lxviii. g. The noun for the brand - 
ijhing of a fpear, Job xli. z\. 

h PCHN* always in other places rendered the locuft. Itfeems 
to denote the genus. There are three fpecies of them, a* Dr. 
Shaw remarks; OV 7 Di and 3 JU 1 - 

1 Hicroz. p. i. 122. 

k Shaw’s Travels , p. 420. 4to. 

1 Tin c vigore quoque ac vehementia mods dicitur Job xvxix. 
20. ubi de equo, magniftetntia ronchi ejus eft terribilitas . Clodii 
Lex . Seledl. 

ra "nru his fnorting. The feminine is fo rendered Jer. ix. 16. 
The word for noftrils is Job xli. 12, 

C c 4 
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21. Ardent for fame, and glorying in his might. 

He paws, he (lamps, impatient for the fight: 

24, The ground he fwallows in his furious heat, 

25. His eager hoofs the diftant champain beat: 

He fcarce believes that the Ihrill trumpet blows 1 

He neighs exulting as the blaft ftill grows; 

* 

Trembling with rapture, when the fliouts from far 
And thunder of the chiefs aroufe the war: 

22. Deriding death, he rufhes undifmay’d 

Where flames with horrid wheel the flaught’ring 
blade. 


23. Where 


terrible . Mr. Heath. This a£lion of the horfe denotes joy 
heightened to a pitch of fury. 

Et fremitum patulis fub naribus edit ad arma. Lucret 9 

-- IVhen by fierce alarms 

He finorts , and bears his rider on to arms . Creech. 

Ver. 21. He paweth in the valley] The valley, or plain", 
is mentioned, becaufe cavalry cannot act in a hilly country. 
His pawing exprefieth his impatience for the fignal of battle. 

He rcjoiceth in his Jlrength] confcious of his powers, and 
fill’d with the profpedl: of vi&orv and glory. 

He goeih on to meet, fee.] He would go out 0 to meet the 
armed men . He can hardly keep his rank, i'o eager is he to 
charge the enemy. 

Ver. 22, 23. neither turneih he back> &c.] The /word from 

which 


r EXX. f» Tio.i*. 

0 Na* he would go cut , fo in chap. xv. 24. Should he 

tendered, be would jlee . The Hebrews having no optative, or 
fubjuccHve, or potential mood, often employ their iimple futuic 
indicative to exprefs the^owe;* of them ail. 
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23. Where quivers clang, and whizzing arrows fly. 
And fpears and javTins lighten in his eye. 

a 6. Does 

which he turneth not back , mull furely be the fword lifted up 
to ftrike him, the fword therefore of the enemy : and the 
quiver which rattleth againjl him , muft mean the quiver and 
arrows which rattle againfl him, or are fhot at him, when 
the battle is begun. His courage and daring fpirit, which 
urge him on amidft theie horrors is plainly the finishing f|roke 
in the defcription. Accordingly Dr. Young has in his tranf- 
lation clofed the defcription with thefe two vcrfes, and I have 
followed his example. 

Ver. 23. the jhield] the javelin, which is a fhort fpear. It 
undoubtedly means fome fuch offenfive ■weapon, in Jofh. viii. 
18, 26. where it is tranllated a fpear . 

Vcr. 24. He fivalloivcth the ground, &c.] This verfe fhould 
have been joined to ver. 21. There the horfc was reprefented 
in the utmoft eagernefs to go out to meet the armed men. Here 
his impatience grows flronger, his imagination devours the 
fpace between him and the hoftile army, and he fancies him- 
fejf in the midft of the engagement. 

Stare adeo miferum eft, pereunt veftigia mille 
Ante fufram, abfcntemque ferit gravis ungula campum. 

Thebaid. VI. 

Delay fuch mifery is; that ere he ftarts 
A thoufand fteps are vanifh’d, and his hoof 
Smites the far diftant plain. 

neither believeth he. See.] This fentencc and the fubfequent 
verfe mark the pailions of this noble animal, when the trum¬ 
pets found a charge. He doubts, he hopes, he is trailfportccl 5 
and at laft is fixed in his convidlion and joy, by hearing the 
thunder of the captains and the fhouts of the foldicrs coming 
on to battle. Then mocking at fear, he bears his rider with 
impetuofitv on the foe : neither turneth he back from the 
lifted fword , &c. ver. 22, 23. 

neither believeth he, &c.] When fome great good fortune 
befalls us, in our tranfport wc fcarce believe it. It is too 
good, we fay, to be true. Thus Job xxix. 24. If I fniled 

C’< 


3 
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r 

26. Does thy contrivance on the falcon's wing 

Beftow its fwiftnefs, and unweary’d fpring ? 

Or guide his voyage, when he Ihoots away 
"With outfpread pinions to the fouthern ray ? 

Mounts the imperial eagle with thy might, 
When among clouds he bounds his tracklefs flight? 

w O 

28. On 

m them , they believed not. This animated figure applied to 
the horfe, rcpicfents with energy and beauty his excefs of 
joy. 

Ver. 25. Among the trumpets'] When the trumpet foundeth 
amain?. Mr. Heath. 

He fmelleth , &c\ j The fenfe of fmelling, when perfedf, is 
exceeding quick and fubtile. Hence in other languages, as 
well as the hebrew, it is ufed to denote fagacity of mind, 
acutenets of difeernment, and found judgement. The war- 
hon'e immediately concludes from the thunder of the cap¬ 
tains, &c. that the engagement is on the point of being 
begun. 

Ver. 26. Doth the hawk , &C.] Moft of the fpccies of 
hawks, we arc told, are birds of pafTage The hawk there- 
fo re is produced here as a fpccimen of that aftoniftiing in- 
which teacheth birds of pafiage to know their times 
and fe. ions, when to migrate out of one country into another 
for the benefit of food, or a warmer climate, or both. The 
ftork is or this kind, jerem. viii. 7. 

by thy wifdom—at thy command] Thefe expreffions clearly 
prove, that the queftions in this fpccch do moftly relate, not 
to fpeculativc knowledge but providential power and govern¬ 
ment. 

her neji ] his ncjl , he dwelleth, he feeketh, kc. as the word 
our Author ufeth for the eagle denotes the hind y it feems moft 

proper 


p hd in fujjicientia tuba, when the trumpet foundeth hud 

endlong. Diufius. 
n Hierooc, p. ii. 270. 
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28. On the fliarp rock’s fharpedge he builds his dome. 
The craggy fummit forms his pleafing home : 

29. From that ftrong citadel, he darts abroad 
His eyes on earth and o’er th’ aerial road : 

30. His glance is inftant death j his callow brood 
Gape at the prey, antf lap the reeking blood. 
Where chance the carcafe flings, his banquet fee ^ 
And where the field of flaughter, there is he. 

Chap. 

XL. 

1. Th’Almighty paus’d 5 then queftion’d Job 

again : 

2. Dumb is the man who dar’d my ways arraign ? 

The 

proper to follow him in employing the mafeuline, rather than 
the feminine, gender, as the raoft noble. 

Vcr. 28. abideth] dclightcth hhnfclf r . 

Ver. 29. her eyes behold afar off J From the higheft pro^ 
montorics, and his loftieft flights, he difeerns his prey on 
the ground -. 

Ver. go. Her young ones alfo fuck up blood ] He fees and 
pounces hi? prey and bears it alive to his neft almoft in the 
fame inftant. The eagle is fond of flefh and fucks the blood. 
With both which he nourifhes his young \ 

CHAP. XL. 

Ver. 1. Moreover the Lord , &c.] The infertion of thefe 
words ice ms to imply, that the Almighty paufed a while $ 
and upon job’s remaining filent refumed his difeourfe. 

* 

r W-'T cl/e fe plait , Crinfoz. pb in Arabic flgnifies mollis 
fit. acii Likens ad c. xxxix. 12. In the Arabic Pfalter (Pfal. xxiv. 

1 4. Heb. xxv. 13. ) D>W»in the fecond conjugation delifturi 
fcidat , is the rendering of ^bi"i fall dwell at eafe % 

5 fUeroz. p. ii. 174, 17-. 
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The difputant with God, no anfwer find ? 


3, 4. Ah ! what am I? what anfwer (Job rejoin’d) 
Shall I prefume ? my guilty lips I clofe , 

And humble fierce on my tongue impofe : 

5. Too 


Ver. a. Shall he that corttendeth , &c.] It is clear from Job’s 
reply, that he underftood thefe expreffions to be a demand of 
an anfwer from him ; TVhat y fays he, Jhall I anfwer f The 
terms in which the demand is made, are a fevere farcafm on 
bis courage in daring to enter into a conteft with God ; and 
on his prefumption in having defired to reafon 1 with the 
Almighty about his ways. The tranflation, I think, fhould 
be; 


Does he that corttendeth with the Ahvighty draw hack u ? 


Let the difputer w with Gcd , arfivcr him 

The anfwer required was, a folution of the foregoing quef- 
tions relative to the natural works of God, Ke who cannot 
account for thefe, much lefs perform or amend them, is ut¬ 
terly incapable to folve the difficulties in God's moral pro¬ 
vidence; and is therefore guilty of the higheft prefumption 
in complaining again# it. Job now felt the force of this 
inference. 


Ver. 3—5. Then Job y &c.J The nature of the preceding 

inter- 


1 Chap. xiii. 3. 

B jijfor, Jhall iujlrucl , from the root But the LXX. 

read "HD* jafur, from the root rccejjh : for they turn it 

fxxTuva declinat. The Vulgate alfo gives a fenfc expreffivc of the 
fame reading, tain facile conquiefcit ? is he that contendeth with 
God, Jo eajily fatisf.ed , or Hilled? Mr. Heath in his note has, 
Jbould he draw hack ? though he does not approve that tranflation. 

w ir:ra Celui qui 'veuioit difputer , Crinfoz. It is a parti¬ 
cipial noun derived from the verb rPDTH* which fignifies to reafcn y 
to argue a point , chap. xiii. 13. Surely I would Jpeak to the Al- 
mighty, and I dejtre to reafon ^ Vlt h God. 

* The Chaldee, the Complutenfian LXX, and Vulgate 

Ujy* refpQvdebit */, The meaning however will be the fame, 

it 
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5. Too ofl I /poke , too rajhly Jpoke before \ 

I will not anfwer y I'll offend no more . 

6 . . Again the whirlwind roar’d, in lofty tone 
Again th’ Almighty from his cloudy throne : 

7. Advance, 

interrogations, the pungency of their rapid fucceflion, the 
majefty of the fpeaker, and the circumftances of terror 
that accompanied his fpealcing, could not fail of having a 
powerful effedb. Job now begins to be fenfible of his own 
blindnefs, weaknefs, and littlenefs ; of the rafhnefs of his 
complaints, and the exceffes of his felf-junification. Thefe 
convictions produced the confeflion here related. 

Ver. 4. I am vile] This tranfhtion appears to me too 
ftrong for our author’s word j which does not import, I think, 
a moralpravity^ but Ughtmf of eflhnation. He retracts by this 
expreflion the too high value he had fet on his own rectitude. 
I am of fmall account Y in the iinmenfity of thy works, and am 
io now in my own eyes. 

Ver. 5. Once have I fpohen—yea twice] This is an acknow¬ 
ledgement of all his raih fpeeches, his complaints, his de¬ 
mands of a trial, and his offers to defend the juftice of his 
caufe ao;ainft God hiinfelf 

hut I vjill not anjiver ] To anfiver means here to put in a de- 
fence , as in chap. xiii. 22. Then call thou , do thou bring the 
accufation, and 1 will anfiver . He retracts that daring ex¬ 
preflion, and declares he will not be guilty of offering to juf- 
tify himfelf any more \ I will proceed no further . 

Ver. 6. Then anfwered the Lord] It feeins, the foregoing 
confeflion was not thought adequate to the offence. A deeper 
humiliation and more compleat fubmiffion were required. 
To effedt this, the Almighty affumes- a feverer tone, and fets 

before 


if we tranflate the prefent hebreiv text, as Schultens, refpondeat ad 
hocce , let him reply to this , to the foregoing queftions relating to 
the natural works of God. 

y Tl^p L(vit M U nullius fum pretiit Aa. lev is /ac¬ 

tus fum % 
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7. Advance, difplay the hero, gird thy loin ; 

My part the learner’s, to inftruft me thine. 

8 . Wilt thou my judgement difannul ? and muft, 
To prove thee righteous, I be prov’d unjult ? 

9. Haft 

before this man the danger he had incurred by contending 
with his Maker. 

Ver. 8. IVtlt thou alfo difannul my judgement , See.] By dij - 
annulling God’s judgement is meant condemning z God, as the 
latter fentence explains it. Job’s complaints and manner of 
juftifying himfelf amounted to charging God with injuftice. 

Ver. 6—14. Hajl thou an arm, &c.j Here the weaknefs 
and littlenefs of mortal man are brought into comparifon 
with the almighty power and majefty of God. By thU means 
the infinite difparity becomes more glaring ; and the pro¬ 
digious madnefs of entering into a competition with fuch a 
Being is difplayed with overwhelming conviction *. 

Ver. 10. Deck thyfelf\ &c.J 7 'he magnificent feenery pre¬ 
fen ted to us in this and the four following veifes, is the A’- 
mighty, arrayed in the fplcndors of divine majeffy, exerting 
his fupreme dominion, and manifefting his righteous ven¬ 
geance ; by thundering and lightning on the heads of haughty 
tyrants, and hurling them down to the bottom of Hade?. In 
the fame grand manner, the fubJime prophet dclcribcth the 
vengeance of God upon the Afiyrian monarch. See Ifaiah 
xxx. 30. 

with majejly and excellency — with glory, &c.] Job is ironi¬ 
cally required to inveft himlclf with the attributes of Deity, 
and to a fill me the glorious infignia of divine majefty; that 
he may execute judgement on proud oppreflors, and other 
profligate men, of whofe impunity and profperity he had fo 
loudly complained b . The terms majejly and excellency c mean, 

I think, 


z ♦jy’tcnn. Symm. cuhttov fis iron?- ij; nuilt thou make mt 
imjttft ? 

a See Bp. Lowth’s Preleftions, p. 200. 8ro. 
b Chap. xxi. 7, &c, and chap, tfav, throughout*' 

e nm:n \m 
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9. Haft thou an arm omnipotent, like mine ? 

And like my voice, does thunder burft in thine ? 
—12. Go deck thyfelf with pomp, afiume the rod. 

And fulgent form, and majefty of God , 

Thron’d amidftfplendors heav’n and earth control B 
Thy wrath in flaming inundation roll 9 
Abafe the lofty, wither by a frown 
The tow’ring creft, and dafli fierce tyrants down: 

13. Down 

I think, thofe high perfections, natural and moral, which ex¬ 
alt the pofleflor to the fummit of all being, power, and do¬ 
minion : The other terms, glory and beauty d , when ufed of 
mortal potentates, fignify the external pomp of royalty ; the 
crown, the feepter, the purple robe, the guards, 5 cc. But 
when applied to God, they denote, I fuppofe, the Shechinak 9 
the numberlefs retinue of angels, thundering clouds, light¬ 
ning, &c. 

Ver. II. the rage of thy wrath] In the original, torrents c of 
wrath ; that is, lightning. Compare Exod. xv. 7. 

Vcr. 12. Look on euery one that is proud ] This is that 
yopyov q>j.u.x (as /Efchylus r calls it) “ that formidable look, 
at which the mountains, the earth, the depths of the fea, and 
the height of heaven tremble.” Compare Plalm civ. 32. 

tread down] break in pieces 

in their place ] In the very place of their exaltation, a? 
Crinfoz explains it. 


J -nro “im 

• nriay torrents;^ exundattones, from nay tranfvit to pafs 
over, fc. its banks, when a river is alluded to, as here : for 
caft abroad has for its theme excrevity exundavitque , aqua . 
Vid. Schultens ad k. L 

f Quoted from Clemens Alexandrinus by Mr. Merrick, in his 
Annotations on Pfal. civ. 32. 

g “pin Clodius, in his Lexicon Selefium, compares it with the 
Arabic hadaka eontriajit, inde etiam dir tut, fc. sedificium, a conte- 
rendo & comminuendo. 
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13. Down in the duft rebelling nations throw. 

And whelm them all in endlefs Ihades below : 

14. Then own’d by me thy deity fliall ftand. 

Safe in the prowefs of thy own right hand. 

15. Behold my Behemoth his bulk uprear. 

Made by thy Maker, grazing like a fleer. 

16. What 

Ver. 13. Hide them in the duft , &c. ] Caft them down from 
their fplendid elevation into the obfcure abodes of death, as 
condemned malefactors. 

To hind the face is a phrafe for treating a pcrfon as a con-*- 
vidt condemned to die h . The duft is the grave 1 ; and the 
fecret place (bind their faces in the fccrct place) is another cx- 
preflion for the fepulchre ; or elle it means the fecret abodes 
of Sheoly the receptacle of departed fouls. 

Ver. 14. that thy own right hand can fave thee*] That 
thou art fclf-fufficient, the author and preferver of thy own 
happinefs ; therefore a God, and a match for me. This hu-r 
miliating farcafm makes way for another mortification : For 
the Almighty next fends him to two of his creatures Behe¬ 
moth and Leviathan^ and bids him prove his high courage in 
an open encounter with either of them. 

Ver. 15. Behemoth l ] This name fignifies the leaf by way 
of eminence, or the greatfl among beefs. The Elephant and 

the 


** See the note on chap. ix. 24. 

* Chap. xvii. 16. 

k y'mn can make thee happy. Schultens informs us, that the 
nouns an d * n Arabic fignify pojfcjjion cf all the ingre¬ 

dients of happinefs . Comment, ad cap. v. 4. 

1 rVlOnD* This is the plural of HJErO* which in Arabic 
(fays Clodius in Lex. Select.) figniiies a dumb animal, from cru 
bahama, in conjug. iv» clauft y in conjug. x. obrr.utuit. The plu¬ 
ral number was fometimes ufed by the Hebrews to denote greatnefs 
and preheminence . So that JTlOnD hefiarum maxima. V id. 
Guarin‘& Heb, Grammar , vol, i, p, 476, 477, 
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16. What ftrength is feated in each brawny loin! 
What mufcles brace his amplitude of groin! 

17. Huge: 

the River-horfe lay claim to it, and to the honour of being 
the original of the following grand defcription. But with 
regard to the name, the Rivcr-horfe feems to have no title to 
it: For Leo Africanus allures us, that both in the Nile and 
the Niger they are no bigger than an afs. Thevenot in¬ 
deed, quoted by Mr. Heath, fays, he faw one of thefe ani¬ 
mals at Cairo, that was as tall as a camel with a body twice 
as large as that of an ox. But this was an extraordinary 
phenomenon. Nor did even this equal the bulk of a full- 
grown Elephant. Moreover, fcveral characters in the defcrip¬ 
tion of the Behemoth by no means agree to the Rher-horfe y 
whereas all of them, if I miftake not, are applicable to the 
Elephant. The principal objedtion to the Elephant feems to 
be, that this animal was never feen in thefe parts of Afia be¬ 
fore the reign of Seleucus Nicator, about A. D. 312. to 
whom an Indian prince made a prefent of live hundred of 
them m . To this we may reply that Elephants breed in thofa 
parts of Africa which border upon Egypt ". They were 
therefore well known to the Egyptians ; and by the inter- 
courfe of Paleftine and Arabia with Egypt were doubtlefs 
known alfo to Job and his friends, and to the writer of this 
poem. 

whom I made with thec~\ whom I made thy fellow-creature. 
This is a humbling ftroke. 

He eateth grafs, &c.] The exprellion feems to imply, that 
grafs is his conftant food; and the wonder is, ho~/ a creature 
of fuch enormous bulk can be fupported by a meer vegetable 
diet. The fimile, as an ox y naturally leads one to fuppofe 
fome analogy in the form of the Behemoth to that of an ox. 
Accordingly the Romans called it Bos Luca , the Lucanian 
beeve ; Lucania being that part of Italy into which Pyrrhus, 
in his war with the Romans, brought them, and where the 

Romans 

• 1 

1:1 Hieroz. p. i. 256. 

0 Piin. Nat . Hifl, lib, viii. cap. u. 
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17. Huge like a cedar fee his tail arife, 

Large nerves their mefhes wreathe about his 
thighs: 

18. His 

Bomans firffc faw this creature. The Elephant is known to 
be of the grazing kind. But the ufual food of the River - 
horfe is fifli j though he will fometimes fteal out of the river 
in the night into the neighbouring fields of corn, and devour 
a vaft quantity. The River-horfe is carnivorous and a beaft 
©f prey-# the Elephant is not °. 

Ver. 16, 17. Lo now , his Jlrength , &c.] I apprehend, thefa 
Verfes are deferiptive of the great powers and mighty appara¬ 
tus with which the Behemoth is furnifhed for propagating his 
kind. In the Elephant the organs of generation doubtlefs bear 
proportion, in their magnitude and flrcngth of texture, to 
the huge bulk of that animal ; and therefore far exceed thofe 
of the River-borfe y and confequently better correfpond to the 
defeription. 

his Jlrength—his force?] that is, as Mr. Heath explain* 
thefe terms, his generative vigour. He might have produced, 
in fupport of his interpretation, Gen. xlix. 3. Reuben y thou 
art myfirjl-horn, my might % and the beginning of my Jlrength T , 

yer. 16. in the navel 9 of his belly ] in the ligaments of his 
belly. Mr. Heath. The flrong mufcular fibres of his belly 
are not mentioned as rendering the creature impenetrable in 
thofe parts, but as qualifying him with extraordinary vigour 
for propagation. 

Ver. 17. He moveth his tail like a cedar ] Mr. Heath trail!- 
lates. He erefteth 1 his tail like a cedar. In the literal fenfc, 

the 


0 Schultens’ Comment, 

n riD t r \\» 

* This is not the hebrew word for the navel. The root 

in Syriac fignifies to be firm and firong . One of the derivatives in 
Arabic is °P US pl (Xkm ex j UTtCD % wicker*work, where¬ 
fore moft probably denotes the mufcular fibres varioufly 

twined together, 

t Vfjp* heerefleth. Three MSS. mentioned by Mr. Heath read 
JfirF- ^ ow 1ST!* k* ebfem*j fignifies, in the eighth conjdgaticm 
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18. His ribs are channels of unyielding brafs. 

His chine a bar of iron’s harden’d mafs : 

19. My fovereign work j prime of the beftial kind 
In pow’r of body, and in gifts of mind. 

I with 

the tail both of the Elephant and the River-horfe is too con¬ 
temptible to be compared to a cedar, or even at all taken 
notice of in this defcription. It is therefore to be underftood 
figuratively for the principal organ of generation ; like the 
latin cauda ; according to the remark of Mr. Mudge quoted 
by Mr. Heath. I wonder that neither of thofe learned gen¬ 
tlemen alleged the following pallage in Horace, 

- .quin etiam illud 

Accidit, ut cuidam teftes caudamque falacem 

Demeteret ferto. Sat. I. 2. ver. 45^ 

the ftnews , &c.] the jmews u of his thighs w are twijled toge¬ 
ther. Mr. Heath. 

Ver. 18. His bones , &c.] The defcription feems too ftrong 
for the River-horfe. whofe teeth indeed are remarkably hard, 
as likewife are thofe of the Elephant ; But the former cannot 
enter into competition with the latter, for the largenefs and 
iron-like ftrength of its ribs, fpine, and thigh bones. Mr. 
Heath’s tranflation is* 

His bones are like brazen pipes x f 

His back-bone i is like a bar of iron . 

Ver. 19. He is the chief &c.] that is, the chief of all the 

beafts 

in Arabic, cum impetu eruptt , fe pforipuit . The Vulgate feems to 
have had fome fiich idea of or For that author tranf- 

lates it, Jlringit he unjbeaths His tail. LXX, ernenv epzv ui xvTrapmv, 
He eretleth his tail like a cyprejs . 

u *“1*J LXX. vtvfcc the nerves* 

w *nnD thighs * So it fignifics in Arabic, as Bochart has 
proved. 1'here ia not fufficient warrant for our englifh verfion of 
this word. 

x ’p’Dtt tuhi, Cocceius. fignifies, among othdr thlhgs* 

the channel of a river* 

• V»"I3 LXX. 0 c ctyi? utTti his back-bone , 
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I ivith a tufky falchron arm’d 1 his jaw. 

His foe to humble* and the dfeiert awe : 

20. In peaceful majefty of might he goes, 

And on the mountain tops his forage mows: 

Where 

beafls which God hath made. The grandeur of the Ele¬ 
phant and his mental endowments give him furcly the foie 
title to this character of preheminence. 

He that made him , &c.] He that made him hath furnijhed z 
him with his fey the. Mr. Heath. The River- ho?fe has two 
tufks with which he cuts the corn, when he chufes that diet. 
But the Elephant has alfo two teeth, much larger, which pro¬ 
ject from his jaws, arc fhaped like a fickle, and which Non- 
mis, in his defeription of this animal, calls a flmrp fword . 
With this inftrument the Elephant defends himfelf when at¬ 
tacked a by any other bcafh 

Vcr. 20. Surely the mountains , Three characters of 

The Behemoth are marked here (i) He frequents the moun¬ 
tains. This is fo true of the Elephant , that one fort are 
called mountaineers. (2) The mountains fupply him with 
food. The Elephant lives there upon grafs, plants, and the 
tender branches of trees which he breaks off with his trunk. 
(3) He is a gentle and fociable animal. The Elephant will 
graze freely with other animals whether wild or tame. Among 
the latter, if they are near enough to be hurt by his fudden 

movement 


z VuJg. applicabit gladium ejus. It fignifies to be brought 

into otoje contact , chap. xli. ID. (Hcb. ver. 7.) one is fo near to ano¬ 
ther', rather, they (his feates) are in clo/e cental ( ) one ninth 

another. It fignifies to put into , to ir.fr t , to malefajl by infer tion, 
HSam.iii. 34. 7by hands were ?iot bounds nor tby feet put into 
fetters. 

* Their long teeth Nature hath given them for their defence. 
'I heir trunks are to them ns a hand by uhich they feed themfelvea : 
V i:h thefe they tear oft' boughs from trees, and eat the tendered 
yurt ci them.. With thefe alfo they pull up green corn and grafs 
hv the loots, and then againk their legs beat oft the earth and duft 
iV:i hangs about them befoie they eat thereof. See A Voyage /• 
Lc.ji India by Sir T. Roe’s Chaplain. 
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Where beads of every favage name refort:. 

And in wild gambols round his greatnefs ipor.C. 

21, In moory vales, befide the reedy pools, • 

22. Deep plung’d in ooze his glowing flanks he cools: 

Or 

movement he puts them gently by with his probofeis. None 
of thefe characters fuit the River-horfc , who is a folitary crea¬ 
ture, never goes far from the river, and leaves it only in the 
night y who has no mountains on the banks of the Nile, fre¬ 
quented by wild beaks b to re fort to, were he inclined to vifit 
fuch eminences, and who is of a favage nature and carnivorous 

Ver. 2r, 22. The Jhady trees c , &c.] Thefe verfes deferibe 
the Behemoth' s places of fheltcr and repofe. If the vegetables 
here mentioned did neceilarily mean fuch as grow on the 
banks of the Nile, the River-horfe might juftly lay claim to 
this part of the defcripticn. But they iignify in general 
marfli-plants, as reeds, tivnarilks, and others, that grow in 
fens and bv the fides of and torrents in thole countries. 
The Elephant is called by AElian the Fen-animal, becaufe he 
is fond of retiring; to marfhy places, in the hear of the day, 
to cool his body in the ooze. He loves the banks of rivers, 
and Handing waters in the Tandy deferts. 

Ver. 21. He lieth , &c.] It is objected to the Elephant that 
he never lies down. But our author’s word d denotes a jket>- 

ing 


b Eeafts of prey are very rare in Egypt. Bp. Pococke mentions 
only a few tygers and Ahenas, which haunt the deferts near Alex¬ 
andria. Defcription of the Ball, vol. i. p. 207. Moreover the 
mountains on each fide the Nile are barren rocks. See Sandys’s 
Travels , p. 92. 

c jhady trees . Schultens fays, this is an Arabic word, 

and the name of the Lotus tree. He adds, the Lotus tree grows 
plentifully in the Cyrenaica (now the kingdom of Barca) the 
country of Elephants. It is a tall, prickly tree. 

d MtfiP It is uled of Jleeping, without any reference to the pof- 
ture, in Prov. xxiv. 33, a little folding of the hands to Jkep y omit'-} 
Syr. 1 elt. j oh. xi. 11 • renders *?*cipi.r;Ta» byaDCP- 
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Or in umbrageous groves enjoys repofe. 

Or bowYd in willows where the torrent flows. 
93. Not fwelling rivers can his heart difmay. 

He {talks fccure along the wat’ry way : 

Should 

trig or rejling pofture. The Elephant’s is kneeling. Bochart 
allows this. After all, it is certain that Elephants lie down 
and rife again at their pleafure as other beafts do e . 

Ver. 23. Behold &c.J What is faid here, feems intended 
to copvey a fublime idea of the lofty ftature, great force, and 
intrepidity of the Behemoth. 

Behold a river overfloweth f , yet he maketh not hajle 
Although "Jordan hreaketh forth h againft his mouth , he is in 
fecurity. 

V 

We may remark on this paflage (1) that the common height 
of the Elephant is ten feet and a half. There were fome in 
the {fables of Cofroes king of Perfia, twelve cubits high *. 
A credible traveller allures us that in Indoftan he had feen 
fome which he conceived tp be at the leaft twelve feet high. 


c We are allured of this fa& by Sir T. Roe’s Chaplain in the 
Indies. See his Voyage to Baft India , publilhed along with 
Della Valle’s Travels, p. 3s 1. Yfbrahts Ides attefts the fame, in 
his Travels, p. 80. As alfo does Mr. Beilin his, vol. ii. p. 26. 

1 t0 °PP re f s i t° do wrong by violence . By a grand meta¬ 

phor this is applied to a river, which breaks over its banks and 
deftroys the neighbouring fields. The Arabians aflociated thefe 
ideas injuft ice and an inundation . For the word which in their 
language fignifies to opprefs , is alfo ufed of the overflowing of a 
river. Schultens. LXX. yivnroa ttAv if there be an inun¬ 
dation. 

£ HSrV maketh hafte , or is afraid , The word, in the Hebrew 
ufe ot it, denotes, fays SchultenS, to make hafte, or to be in a hurry , 
through fear. 

h rVJ* breaketh forth. It denotes a violent eruption, chap, 
yxxviii. 8. when it (the fea) brake forth, as if it had ijfued out 
of the womb. 

^ * Jiieroz. p. i. ,271. 
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Should Jordan heap its overflowing waves 
Againft his mouth, the foaming flood he braves. 
24. Go now, thy courage on this creature try, 

Dare the bold duel, meet his open eye : 

Sublinif 

and was informed there were others fourteen or fifteen feet in 
height. Voyage to Eaft India by Sir T. Roe’s Chaplain, p. 380. 
The Elephant therefore can ford moft rivers. 

(2) He will walk with great compofure through deep and 
rapid rivers, provided he can but carry his trunk, through 
which he draws in frefh air, above water k . 

(3) The Jordan is here mentioned, not as frequented by 
Elephants, but only as put for any deep and violent river : for 
fiich the 'Jordan is in the time of its overflowing* This river 
is inftanced rather than any other, as being in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Job’s country, and therefore well known to him. 

Laftly, This part of the defeription will appear trifling, if 
applied to the River-horfe. For where is the wonder, that a 
native of the Nile (compared to which the Jordan is a brook) 
which ftems that river in its moft furious rapidity, fhould 
not fhrink at fwimming or walking through any other much 
fmaller body of water ? 

Ver. 24. He taketh , &c.] Job is here called upon, in moft 
humiliating irony, to try his courage on this huge and power¬ 
ful creature, to take him by open force, and guide him when 
taken, with a cord, as he ufed to manage his camels. 

Let a man take him openly 

Let him draw m a cord n through his no ft , 

,The 


k The Elephants delight much to bathe themfelves in water; in 
which, when they find depth enough, they fwim as well as any 
other creature. Voyage to Eaft India by Sir T, Roe’s Chaplain, 

P* 3 8 *‘ 

1 in oculis ejus, i. e. aperte , non ex inftdiis , Schulteps. 

m let him perforate , or pierce through . 

n 'withfnares . By an eafy figure it might come to be 

ufed for cords , the materials of which fnares are made. Both LXX. 
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Sublime on thy gigantic captive ride, 

And with a {lender firing his vaftnefs guide. 

Chap. 

XLI. 

I, 2. Doubtlefs, with hook and cordage, thou art bold 

To drag Leviathan from his wat’ry hold •, 

To 

The fecond fentence alludes, I imagine, to the hair-noofe , or 
ringle, which the Arabs put through the nofe of their camels j 
and by which, a line being fattened to it, they bring them to 
their beck w . 

In juftice to the learned Schultens, I muft apprize the 
reader that moft of the foregoing remarks, relative to the 
Behemoth^ are extracted from his Commentary ; where proper 
authorities for the feveral particulars are to be met with. 

CHAP. XLI. 

The irony is continued. Job is now addrefled as a man 
of prowefs fufHcient to combat and fubdue another creature, 
much more formidable than the Behemoth ; in regard of the 
armour with which it is furnifhed, both for defending itfelf 
afid attacking its enemy. This creature is named Levia¬ 
than. The Crocodile has found fo powerful an advocate in 
Bochart, that all other claimants are put to filence. The 
characters in the defeription perfe&Iy correfpond to that ani¬ 
mal, allowance being made for poetical ornaments and heigh- 
tenings. The defeription is not intended for a difplay of the 
author’s fublime talents, and meerly to embellifh his poem. 
It has a nobler defign. That defign is clearly explained 
ver. io. None is fo fierce that dare Jl 'tr him up ; who then is able 

tQ 


and Symmachus read the word in the fingular Dumber. The former 
tranflates, tv<7xo?mvofAsveg rpxo'ei pva, Let cl twified line bore his nofe* 
But Symmachus ^nderltood to mean the boring inftrument, 

tv vifovt} TfVTir&vtc-iTcu 'rw pa Let his nofe be bored with a bodkin, 

9 P^mafa, p, 325. q. 
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To ftrain the noofe about his dreadful jaw. 

And tame his fiercenefs with doraeftic law. 

3. Will 

to /land before me? Hence Job is taught to tremble at his 
danger, in having provoked, by his murmurs and litigation, 
the difpleafure of the Maker of this dreadful animal. His 
high fpirit is now brought down, his conviction is completed, 
and his repentance and fubmiffion fatisfy the Almighty. 

Ver. 1, 2. Canjl thou draw out , &c.] It is no eafy matter 
to fix the precifc meaning of the feveral terms here ufed. 
They feem however in general to denote the inftruments to 
be made ufe of partly for taking him alive in the water, and 
partly for governing him when brought on the land. 

with a hook pJ The irony will be ttronger, if we turn this 
and the following verfe in the affirmative form. Thou canjl 
draw out * Leviathan , &c. or thou canjl fajlen a rope in his 
tongue . 

Or his tongue , &c.] Or thou canjl fajlen T a rope in his tongue . 
Thefc expreflions import, I fhould think, a way of taking 
this creature in the water different from the foregoing, and 
more dangerous namely, fattening a rope within his mouth. 
The tongue is put for the whole infide of the mouth, as Mr. 
Heath remarks. 

Ver. 2. Canjl thou put a hook , &c.] AJfuredly thou canjl 
put a muzzle s on his nofe , and bore his jaw through with a 

thorn . 


p ran a hook. LXX. sv It occurs but twice more, 

viz. Ifaiah xix. 8. and Habb. i. 14, 15. Our bible there renders 
it an angle. But it rather fignifies, I apprehend, afijh-hook. 

s Thou canjl draw up. Jer. xxxviii. 13 .Jo they drew 

up (*02'DM) Jeremiah with cords> and took him up out of the 
dungeon. 

r It fignifies in Chaldee firmiter infixit. Callell. Lex. 

3 a P°°ly ree ^ s an d rujhes growing near pools, and ropes 

made ofrufhes. Schultens. We englilh it a rujh y Ifaiah ix. 14. 
a bulrujhy Ifaiah Iviii. 5. Pliny informs us (lib. xix. cap. z.) that 
the Greeks at firft made their ropes of rallies. Probably the Egyp¬ 
tians 
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3. Will he, in humble parle, before thy feet. 

With mollifying words thy grace intreat ? 

4. And, if thy clemency his life but fpare, 

Eternal fervice to his vidtor fwear ? 

5. What duty wilt thou to this flave affign ? 

Ty ’d like a houfliold bird, with filken twine. 

His gamefome mood thy weighty cares may eafe. 
Or his foft touch thy gentle damfels pleafe. 

6. Or 

thorn f . The muzzle was to fecure his mifchievous jaws, when 
he was landed : and the thorn, Mr. Heath fays, was to make 
the muzzle faft; by pinning it, I fuppofe, to his cheeks. 

Ver. 3, 4. Will he make y &c. ] Here the irony is very ap¬ 
parent. The facred poet ftiews a wonderful addrefs in ma¬ 
naging this deriding figure of fpeech in fuch manner, as not 
to leflen the majefty of the great Being into whofe mouth 
he puts it. 

Ver. 4. a fervant for ever] There is no neceflity of under¬ 
standing this to be a reference to the Mofaic law of perpetual 
bondage. The allufion in thefe verfes, 3, 4, is evidently to 
a perfon or people, who offer to fubmit to an enemy on cer¬ 
tain terms, and to yield perpetual allegiance to him. 

Ver. 5, 6. Wilt thou play with him , &c.] Here he is afked, 
how he will difpofe of his captive : Whether he will retain 
him in his family, for his own amufement and the divcrfion 
of his maidens ; Or whether he will fell him, as a rare curi- 
ofity, either to the Phoenician merchants or to the caravans. 


tians did the fame. They certainly made boats of the paper-reedy 
which Ifaiah (xviii. 2.) calls <vej[els of hulrujhes . 

c mn This word fignifies properly a thorn upon a plant ; pro¬ 
bably made ufe of for bodkins: Or their bodkins were called by 
thu name from funilitude of form. 
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6 . Or wilt thou fend him into foreign lands. 

Barter’d to Zidon’s fhips or Tema’s bands ? 

7. Is open war thy choice ? what fame is won. 

If thou invade him balking in the fun ! 

Surely 

Ver. 6. Shall the companions , &c.] Will the companies of 
merchants u drive a bargain w for him ? Jhall he be portioned 
cut x among the Canaanites ? By the companies of merchants Mr. 
Heath underftands the caravans who traded to Egypt by 
land ; By the Canaanites Y , I fuppofe, are meant the Phae- 
nicians of Zidon who trafficked thither by fea. Llje divid¬ 
ing, , or portioning him out , among the latter, means, I appre¬ 
hend, felling this creature in feparate pieces or members. 

Ver. 7 —ii. Canfi ^>ou fill , &c.] Thefe verfes relate, I 
think, to attacking this formidable creature two ways ; (i) 
At a diftance, as he lieth funning himfelf on the mud iflands 
in the Nile. Pococke and Norden faw many of them in 
thofe places in their voyage up that river. (2) Engaging 
him in clofe fight, when he lieth on the bank of the river, 
ver. 8. 

Ver. 7. barbed irons — fi/hfpears] The impenetrability of 
Leviathans fkin is here intimated, and is afterwards deferibed 
at large. The attempt to wound him with miffile weapons 
is ridiculed. This is a circumflance which will agree to no 
animal fo well as to the crocodile . The weapons mentioned 
arc undoubtedly fuch as filhermen ufed, for ftriking large filh 
at a diffancc. The fijh-fpears are fuppofed by Schultens to 
be harpoons. 


u Lmnn the companies of merchants . So Mr. Heath tranflates 
it. it ligmfies aJfociates y perfons who join in any undertaking and 
are united in their counfels and defigns. See Judges xx. in 
Cant. viii. 13. ifaiah i. 23. 

w Mr. Heath remarks that it is the future in kal of the 

root which fignifies to buy , Deut. ii. 6. Hofea iii. 2. It has, 

however, a different conftruflion in thofe paflagea. 

x irrom*. ayofaatsnv avrov, they will purchafe him* Theodotion. 
y LXX. <pt,m»cwv 1 the Phoenician people* Aciuila, 

among the Canaanites, 
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Surely thy javelins will tranfpierce his hide. 

And lhow’rs of fang’d harpoons his fkull divide. 

8 . Affail him, but remember well the foe. 

Fell him at once, or aim no fecond blow, 
p. Deceiving hope ! his look thy heart appals. 

The foe appears, the fwooning champion falls. 

10. Not ev’n the fierceft chief, with war’s whole pow’r. 
Dares roufe this creature in his QumbYing hour. 

11. Who then fhall face my terrors ? where is he, 
Whofe ralh prefumption will contend with me ? 
Where is the giver to whofe gifts I owe. 

Owner of all above and all below ? 

♦ 

12 . Come forth, Leviathan, harnefs’d for the fight. 
In all thy dread habiliments of might: 

Behold 

Ver. 8. Lay thine hand upon him , &c.] An engagement 
hand to hand is plainly marked in this verfe. 

Ver. 9. The hope of him ] The hope of mattering him is 
abfurd. 

Ver. 11. IVho hath prevented me^ & c.J The fentiment in 
this verfe demonftrates the folly and impiety of contending 
with God, as Job had done. He is all-fuflicient and inde¬ 
pendent, and therefore cannot be indebted to any for their 
fcrvice. Ho- is the proprietor of all beings : He therefore 
cannot injure any one by taking away his poiTeflions and 
enjoyments : For he takes only what he gave. Submifiive 
rdignation, therefore, to his difpofals, is the duty of every 
reafonable creature. 

Ver. 12. I will net conceal , &c.] We now enter upon the 
dejeription of Leviathan ; which takes up the remainder of the 
fpeech, and is immediately followed by Job's fubmiflion that 
dofeth the poem. 

* it 
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Behold his limbs, their fymmetry furvey. 

For war how well adjufted his array: 

13. The temper’d morion, o’er his vifage brac’d. 
What hardy valour ever yet unlac’d ? 

Who near his mouth, with double rein, will draw, 

14. And lift the huge portcullis of his jaw ? 

Behold 

It is not beneath the dignity of the great Creator to difplay 
his own wonderful work ; and to call upon man to obferve 
the feveral admirable particulars in its formation, that man 
may be impreft with a deeper fenfe of the power of his 
Maker. 

Ver. 13. IVho can difeover , See.] This verfe is obfeure. 
The ifirft fentence however feems to deferibe that terrible 
helmet which covers the head and face of the Crocodile. Th* 
tranflation might be. Who can uncover his mailed face* ? If in 
Job’s days they covered their war-horfes in complete armour, 
the queftion will refer to the taking off the armour, and Levi¬ 
athans fkin be reprefented by fuch an image. Then the 
fecond fentence may denote bridling him, after his armour is 
Gripped off, for fome other fervice. The moft eafy verfion 
of this latter fentence is that which our englifh Bible an4 
Schultens give. 

Who will bring b his double bridle ? 

Or, Who will come with his double bridle ? 

Ver. 14. His teethy &c.] The apparatus of teeth in the 

crocodile, 


a *11^13^7 fociew loricte ejus , i. e. faciem ejus loricatam. 

The latter of two fubftantives in this conftruftion is frequently to 
be conftrued as an adjective. Thus ver. 19. burning lamps, in the 
original lamps of fire. Schultens alfo refers us to Deuc. i. 41. 
Ifaiah ii. 20. Ezek. xxvi. 16. for other inftances of the fame 
hebraifm. 1 ^ 13*7 fignifies in general a garment, but the garment, 
or cioathing, of a warrior and a war-horle is a coat of mail. Such 
probably was that which Joab had on, II Sam. xx. 8. and fuch a 
garment feems alluded to, Ifaiah lix. 17. lxiii. 1. as chat learned 
commentator remarks. 

b 3 K 13 * veniet in, &c. Venire in vel cum aliqua re is a Com¬ 
mon eaftern phrafe for earn adducere. Schultens. 
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Behold he yawns, the hideous valves difclofe 
Death’s iron teeth imbattled rows on rows. 

15* Proud o’er his mailed back his fcales are clafs’d 

16. Like ferried Ihields, lock’d each in each fo fail. 
And feal’d together, that no breath of wind 

17. Infinuates : So clofe the plates are join’d. 

So folder’d, that the flouteft force were vairi 

To pierce the tight-wedg’d joints and burft th# 
chain. 

18. His fneeze is lightning, from his eye the ray 
Streams like the pupil of emerging day. 

19, Ha 

crocodile, to the number of threefcore c , perfe&Iy fatisfies this 
formidable defcription. 

Ver. 15—17. His fcales y &c.] The indifToluble texture, 
and perhaps the largenefs alfo, of the fcales, which compofe 
the Crocodile’s hide, are reprefented by the powerful images 
and figures in thefe verfes. 

Ver. 15. His fcales are his pride ] rather. His body d is like 
Jlrong Jhields % that is, his back and iides are covered with 
fcales that refemble the itrong plates of ihields. 

Ver. 17. They are joined ] They (the ihields, or fcales) are 
joldered f one to another . 

Ver. 18. By his neejings a light doth Jhine\ Such is the vio¬ 
lence 


c Hieroz. p. 77 s. 

- mKJ Aquila, whom the Vulgate follows, renders it rufj^c 
«t!7w his body. They perhaps read iniiO (taking for a vowel) 
from mj gevab the body , as in chap. xx. 25. Bochaxt and Mr. 
Heath turn it, bis bad, from dorfum , 

brazen (i. e. ilrong) 

Jhields . 

1 ferruminantur they arc foldered, Ifaiah xli. 7. it it 

rtady far the /oldermg, SchultCns. 

I 
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19. He belches flame, and fire at every blaft 

20. Leaps fparkling out: A fmoke his noftrils caft, 
Like clouds which from a boiling caldron rife, 

Or marifh mift beneath the morning Ikies. 

21. His breath enkindles coals ; fo hot it fleams. 
That his wide mouth a furious furnace feems. 

22. Strength on his neck is thron’d; where’er he turns. 
Woe fprings before him and the carnage churns. 

23. His 

lence and heat of the air, that is repelled from his nofe when 
he fneezes, that it fparkles in the fan-beams. This circum- 
flance marks the force and fury of the Crocodile. 

his eyesy &c.] This may happen, fays Schultens, when the 
Crocodile lifts his head above water in the night. His flaring 
eyes, which are the firft object that ftrike the beholder, may 
then be compared to the dawning light. The eyes of the 
Crocodile are faid to be fmall. But, as Bochart obferves, they 
are fo remarkable ; that when the Egyptians would reprefent 
the morning by an hieroglyphic, they painted a Crocodile’s 
eye 

Ver. 19—22. Out of his mouthy &c.] Here the creature is 
deferibed in purfuit of its prey on the land ; as appears, I 
think, from ver. 22. DeJlruEtion danceth before him. His 
mouth is then open, his blood inflamed, his breath is thrown 
out with prodigious vehemence, it appears like volumes of 
fmoke, and is heated to that degree as to feem a flaming fire. 
The images which the facred poet here ufeth, are indeed ex- 
ceflive flrong and hyperbolical; efpecially that in ver. 21. 
his breath kindleth coals. But Ovid h did not fcruple to paint 
the enraged boar in figures equally bold : 

Fulmen ab ore venit, frondefque adflatibus ardent. 

Lightning ijfuetb from his mouthy and the boughs are fet on fire by 
his breath. 

Ver. 22. In his neck y &c.] Strength and Definition are 

here 


* Hieroz. p. ii. 781. 

r ‘ Quoted oy Sohaliens. 
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23. His flefli coheres in flakes, with finews barr’d 
Compact as fteel^ indiiTolubly hard : 

24. His heart is from the quarry hewn, comprefs’d 
Hard as the nether milftone in,his cheft. 

25. The valiant tremble, when he lifts his head, 
Down fink the mighty, impotent with dread. 

26. The 

here reprefented as animated beings. The former is feated 
on the neck of the Crocodile , to fignify the extraordinary in¬ 
flexibility of that part. The other leaps and dances before 
him, when he purfues his prey, to exprefs the terrible Haugh- 
ter which he makes. 

Strength ahideth upon his neck , 

And LXtJlruftion 1 danceth k before him• 

Ver. 23, 24. The flakes , &c.] The mufcular flefli and vif-^ 
cera of this animal, are here reprefented to have a firmnefs 
of cohe/ion like that of ftone and metal ! . The fentiment 
ftript of its poetical drefs amounts to no more, than that 
the flefli and inward parts are remarkably compact and tough. 
Theocritus, quoted by Schultens, fays of a robufl: gigantic 
man he hath fle£h of iron.” 

Ver. 24. bis heart is as firm \ &c.] Thefe ftrong flmiles 
may denote not only a material but alfo a moral hardnefs, 
his favage and unrelenting nature. ./Elian, quoted by Schul¬ 
tens, calls the Crocodile a voracious devourer of flejh and the mojl 
pitilefs of animals ♦ 

Ver. 25—30. TVben he raifeth up himfelf \ &c.J The terror 

of 


4 rota LXX. ctTrvteia, definition. 

k leapeth for joy . tbe wor ^ h Y which the Syriac 

Telument tranflates the Greek a-xip tolu, Luke i. 41, 44. vi. 23. 

1 The word engliflied arefirmvz r. 23. is firm ver. 24. is 
which is a metaphor borrowed from fufcd metals. See IKirig* 
vii. 46. Job xxviii. 2. In the firft of thefe paflages QpX* ren ~ 
dered did cafi them, viz. the vefleh of brafs, in the latter 
is molten. 
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26. The fword ac hand, the miflile arms from far. 
Will thunder on his Ikin an idle war: 

The fword breaks fhort, the blunced fpears 
rebound, 

And harmlefs clank the javelins on the ground. 
C7, Iron as ftraw, and brafs as mould’ring wood, 

28, He fcorns •, nor flees, nor flinches to elude 

29. The 

of this creature debilitates the ftouteft heroes. For no arms 
or weapons can fecure them, or make any impreflion on him. 
They know him to be invulnerable in every part but his 
belly, which is not eafy to be come at. This impenetrability 
is amplified in a rich vein of fublime poetry. 

Ver. 25. JVhen he raifeth up himfelf m ] When he lifts his head 
above water, as though he meant to come out on the fhore. 

by reafin cf breakings n , See.] for very terror they fall to the 
ground °. Mr, Heath. 

Ver. 26. the habergeon] rather, the javelin p» 


m lntra The root is ^ T} fuftulit, to lift up . It does not ne- 
ceflarily import great elevation ; for it is ufed to exprefs lifting up 
the feet in walking, Gen. xxix. 1. Jacob went on his journey ; the 
hebrew is, lifted up his feet . 

Crinfoz paraphrafes it, through fear of being torn 
in pieces . The Vulgate turn it, territi , as though it were the 
participle in pyhal mefloubbarim . The root is fmngere. But 

as Bochart obferves, words which fignify frangtre fignify alio 
timere, as Jinn * n hebrew, and fra ft us in latin. Caftellio’s ver- 
fion is, fradi ; which is fynonimous with territi in the Vulgate. 
Schultens tranfiates it, pros confraftiombus , i. e, ftragibus \ by rcajon 
of the deftruftion , which he makes. Jheber figni fies defrac¬ 

tion, in lfiaiah xv. 5. Jer. iv. 20. Lament, iii. 47. 

0 INi^nrV labefafiantur , Caftellio. Their fear is fo gr~at, 
that they have not power to flee, but inftantly drop down. °Thv; 
agrees with ver. s). Shall not one be caf down even at the fghl of 
him. It is alfo countenanced by the fenfe of vfAp? in Arabic 
If.pj'us eft . Vid. Hainafa, p. 44.6. 

p fpiculum . Bochart obferves that it is fo explained by 

the Arabian Lexicographers. 

E e 
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29. The whurring fliaft: as ftubble is the ftone, 
Fromthe ftrain’d flingwith forceful eddies thrown; 
As ftubble is the pounding mace, his hide 
Death’s every brandifh’d weapon will deride. 

t 

to 

30. Sharp,ragged pebbles are his downy bed, ; 

On pointed rocks his flimy couch is fpread. 

31. What time he flounces in the wave and mire. 

He boils the water like, the rage of fire : 

The 


Ver. 29. Darts] The dub, or mace 

Ver. 30. Sharp' ft ones, &c.J The belly of the Crocodile is' 
penetrable by a bullet, and perhaps alfo by a fword. Never- 
thclefs it is hard enough to be infenfible of pain when he 
lieth on {harp ftones and ragged rocks which are in the bed 
of the Nile. In that part of the Nile where the catara&s are, 
and which the Crocodiles moffly frequent, its bed is of gra¬ 
nite marble ; as is evident from the ridge of granite rocks, 
which there runs acrofs its channel and is the caufe of thofe 
falls of the water. See Norden’s Travels into Egypt , p. 115* 
8vo. and Pococke’s Defcription of the Eajl , vol. i. p. 114* 
115, 122. 

Ver. 31, 32. He maketh the deep to boil , See.] To give 
us a further idea of the force of this creature, the poet de- 
feribes. the effects of its motion in the water. By the fea is 
meant the Nile, which is called the fea by the hebrew pro¬ 
phets and by the Arabs r . The deep is the deep places in that 
river. When a Crocodile fifty feet in length s dives to the 

bottom. 


* nnin lxx. <r<pvfcc mallets . Bo chart lenders it fufth, from 
the Arabic nm f H ft e pereujjit, 

1 HicToz. p. ii. 787, &ct. See alfo the note on Job vii. 12. 

5 Captain Norden faw, in the upper Egypt, twenty Crocodiles 
extended on banks of fand in the Nile, They were, he fays, of 
different fizes, namely, from fifteen to fifty feet. Travels, p. 6w 
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The boiling waterto a thick perfume 
Works, as he da(hes the difcolour’d fpume. 

32. The flcod turns hoary while his way he cleaves, 
And in his rear a fliining path he leaves. 

33, Dire reptile, on the duft without a peer, 

Fiird with a foul incapable of fear 5 

All 

bottom, the violent agitation of the water is juflly compared 
to liquor boiling in a cauldron. The mud railed by that 
agitation thickens the water and ^ives it a confiftency like 
that of ointment: He makeib' the fca (the Nile) / s boil like a 
pot of ointment. This limilc will be flill more exa<ft, if, as it 
is faid, the Crocodile emits a ftrong feent when he plungeth 
into the river r . When a Crocodile of the fize above-men¬ 
tioned is fwimming upon or near the furfacc, he cuts the 
water like a {hip ; and makes it white with foam. At the 
fame time his tail, like a rudder, caufeth the waves behind 
him to froth and fparkle like a trail of light: He loiakeih a 
path to Jbinc after him , &c. Thefe images are common among 
the poets. 

•-tumultuous boil the waves : 

They tofs, they foam, a wild confufion raife. 

Like waters bubbling o’er the herv blaze u . 

v * 

Ver - 33 ’ 3 +' Upon earth , occ.] The defeription elofeth 
v/ith three characters, which complete our idea of this crea¬ 
ture, as the moft terrible of animals. 

1. He hath not his match among any of the creatures upon 
earth. Upon earth there is not bis like , either for defence cr 

attack. 

2 . He is a ft ranger to fear, JVho is made without fear. This 

may 


c Hieroz. p. ii. 787. 

11 Pope’s OdyfT. b. xii. ver. 282, &c. in the original, ver. 23 


237 - 



Eel 
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All beafts of lofty ftature he difdains, 

And fierceft o’er the fierce fupreme he reigns. 

Chap. 

may feem an objection to the Crocodile s claim. Pococke and 
Norch-n tell us, that thofe which they faw on the mud-ifiands 
in the Nile went flpwly into the water at the approach of 
their iliips, and when /hot at plunged in w . But had any 
one of thofe animals been in a fituation for feizing his prey, 
he would have fet the crew of both veJTels and all their fire¬ 
arms at defiance. 

3. He defpifeth and as it were holds in fubje&ion the tallefl: 
and fierceft animals. 

He beboldeth all that is high : 

He is ki?jg over all the creatures of fierceji * lock. 

The firft of thefe fentences deferibes a look of contempt, as 
in chap. xl. 11. behold every one that is proud , and abajc him . 
The other fentence declares the fuperiority of his power. 
No animal, not even the talleft or the moft favage, can cope 
in fight with the Crocodile . Bochart produceth feveral vou¬ 
chers to prove, that this creature will attack and bring down 
with his tail not only men, but camels, and even elephants 
and tigers, when they approach his river This confirms 
tiie afiertion, that he is made without fear . 


w De/cription of the E aft , vol i. p. Ill, 114, 202. Norden fays, 
that fume, buore he could get within gun-fhot of them, darted 
tb??:ifel'V'S into the water. Travels, p. 84. 8vo. 

* ’ 3 D The word » n Arabic implies in it both height 

of future and fiertenefs of ajpett* Vid. Schulten*' Comment. hie« 
roz. p. i. 718. 

/ iiierrz. p. ii. 790. 
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Chap. 

XLII. 

i, 2. Jehovah ceas’d. Then Job, fubmifs, reply’d : 
/ know 9 tis tkine to humble human pride ; 

T'bine is the pew'r Almighty , thine the throne 
JVhofe counfels are controllable by none . 

3. “ IFko he y that with impenetrable /kill 

“ Plans the high purpofe of his fov*reign will?" 

Yis 


CHAP. XLII. 

Vcr. 1 — 6. Then fob anfwered y &c.] A new chapter fnould 
not have begun here, but at ver. 7. 

This complete fubmiffion contains the following particulars : 

I. A full acknowledgment of God’s almighty power and 
fupreme dominion. 

Ver. 2. I know that thou canjl do every things and that no 
purpofe of thine 1 can he hindered. 

By thus glorifying the fovercign authority of God, he tacitly 
condemns himfelf for not having meekly fubmitted to it. 

II. A like acknowledgment of the unfearchablc wifdom 
t>f divine providence, with an explicit condemnation of him- 
felf for his objections and murmuring* agaimt it. 

Ver. 3. Who is he that hideth counfcl which cannot be known ? 

Therefore have I uttered that I widcrjlood not y things 
too wonderful for me which 1 could not know. 

The 


* rV»Tp O ur marginal tran Hation, no thought of thine 

can be hinderedy is jufliiied by Gen. \i. 6. Nothing of theirs. 
(DTlD N 7 ) which they have purpofrd ( >{ ) ov/7/ 

be hincteredy f*S n ifies 'wife thought or puipfe, pru¬ 

dential fchemei, in Prov. v. z. viii. 12. where it isenglifhed difcre- 
tioyiy and 'witty invention, bears the lame lenfe in Job xvii. 

JJ, my purpofes • 

E c 3 
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'Tis fo—I eenfar'd what the wife adore 9 
Wonders which far above my reafon foar . 

4 . Indulge my pray'r, a gracious ear incline , 

“ My fart 'the learner's , to inftrutt me thine 

5 . Before , 

The Almighty began his fpeech to Job with a (harp repri¬ 
mand of his prefumptuous complaints againft providence : 
Who is this that darkneth counfel by words without knowledge a ? 
that is, who is this ignorant man, that difeovers his igno¬ 
rance by finding fault with what he knows nothing of? Job, 
in this reply, turns that reproof into a noble acknowledgment 
of God’s infcrutable counfels, and in fuch manner as necef- 
farily implies humble acceptance of the reproof. 

1. By changing the exprefiion who is this that darknetb 
counfel , into who is this that hideth counfel f The former is a 
phrafe for an ignorant man, one whofe thought, or mind, is 
in the dark ; the latter denotes one who is fccret in counfel , or 
whofe counfel is fecret which is a character of wifdom. 

2. By omitting the terms by words y which could not be 
introduced here, v/ith any propriety. Thefe two remarks 
belong to Schultens. 

3. By altering the fenfe of the exprefiion without knowledge , 
into beyond c knowledge , or v/hich cannot be known. 

Here then he condemns the rafhnefs of his interrogating 
God concerning the reafons of his inflictions. Who is he 
that is fecret in counfel , beyond my knozuledge ? Therefore , &c. 

III. He humbly begs of God to vouchfafe a gracious au¬ 
dience to his confeflion, and to inftrudt him further in his 
duty. 

Ver, 4. Here I befeech thee , that I may [peak : 

l will afk of thee y and do thou injlrufl me . 

He 

" ^ " L ~ ' 1_ " ——^ 

w 

2 Chap, xxxviii. 2. See the note there. 

b C’bVO whofe counfel is bid den y or who is fecret in 

counfel , as in Jfaiah xxviii. 29. HW He is wonderful in 

counfel y or his counfel is wonderful 

c *73 This particle, fays Mr. Heath, fignifies here fupra y ultra \ 
fo Ifaiau v. 14. fupra tnodum. 
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5. Before , I knew thee by the ear alone \ 

By vijion now , and in thy glory known . 

6. Lo, felf-detefting in the duft I lie , 

yfoj mourning breathe the penitential figh. 


He refers to the Lrcafai in chap, xxxviii. 3. 

IV. He declares, that this vifille manifeftation of the Al¬ 
mighty to him had impreft him with a deeper and more reve¬ 
rent fenfe of the divine perfection and majefty, than what he 
h?d before conceived by means of injlruftion only. 

Vcr. 5. I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear, & c. 

In which words there is an implied comparifon of the evi¬ 
dence of report with the evidence of fight, greatly to the 
advantage of the latter, 

Segnius irritant animos demifla per aurem, 

Quam qua; funt oculis fubjedta fidelibus- 

But what we hear moves lefs than what we fee, 

Rofcommon. 

Laftly, He exprefleth his repentance in the ftrongeft term* 
of felf-condemnation and humble for row : 

Ver. 6. JVberefore I abhor myfelf‘', &c. 

This complete fubmillion may not improperly be called 
the cataflrophe of the poem. It is not indeed a change of 
Job’s outward condition. It is an alteration infinitely more 
important and beneficial ; an alteration, I mean, in the tem¬ 
per and hate of his mind. He is brought back to his dutv\ 
and his foul returns to its reft. Tne reftoration of his hcahu 
and profperity quickly followed, .and is the fuhjeit of the 
en filing narrative. 


11 DKJ2K. LXX, f tuuvrov I Jefytfe /vr/cv/'. It is added 
it. etxzy.v and 1 am diJJol-jv.ig t which is another lenle of DXO and 
foetus to be a marginal glob that crept into the text. 
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7. THE cloud nowdifappear’d. Butwhen theSun 
Had a few more diurnal flages run, 

God call’d to Eliphaz : Difpleas’d I heard 
What thou and thy affociates have averr’d. 
Erroneous, of my ways; not thus offend 
The reas’nings of your ralhly-cenfur’d friend, 

8. My 

Ver. 7, 8. And it was fo, &c.] The poem being finifhed, 
the ftyle changes here to hiflorical profe ; and the tranfition 
is made by a form of fpccch familiar to the hebrew hiflo- 
rians, when they begin a narration, And it was fo, or And it 
came to pafs. 

When the Almighty had ended his fpeech to Job, and 
Job his confe/Tion ; the cloud, I fuppofe, afeended out of 
fight, and the alfembly broke up. After which, it pleafed 
God to reveal his mind perfonally to Eliphaz, who had taken 
the lead in the uncharitable difputc with Job. The contents 
of the revelation are related in thefe verfes, 7, 8. and are a$ 
follow ; 

Firjly A condemnation of their unrighteous ccnfures, and 
a decifion of the controvcrfy about the courfe of providence. 

Ye have not fpoken of me the thing that is right , as my fer - 
vant Job hath . 

They had reprefented Job’s afflj&ions as laid upon him by 
God for his wickednpfs. This was not right. 

They likewife grounded their cenfurc a :i^:ion, that 
wicked men never profper long in the pieu.-r i\oiid; and 
thence inferred, that great calamities arc proofs o: gicat ante¬ 
cedent guilt. This was not right. 

Job on the contrary had maintained, that all things hap¬ 
pen alike to all ; and that therefore no man’s moral character 
can be afeertained by his external condition. This was rights 
sud is here pronounced to be the truth. 


Bp. 
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8. My fervant Job. Go, let fev’n heifers bleed, 
Sev’n rams in focial facrifice fucceed: 

My fervant Job, while yet your viftims burn. 
Shall with atoning pray’r my vengeance turn: 
Him I accept •, your folly, elfe, (hall rue 
Thofe falflioods which my fervant Job o’erthrew* 

% 

9. They all obey’d, and fought the Pow’r Divine ; 
The Pow’r, appeas’d, difplay’d the fav’ring fign. 

10. Then 


Bp. Hare remarks % that Elihu’s fpeech is neither praifed 
nor cenfured by the Almighty : and thence concludes, that 
Elihu was the writer of the poem. But Elihu is not com¬ 
mended, becaufe lie was in the main of the fame opinion, 
concerning the courfe of providence, with the three friends. 
Neither is he blamed, bccaufe he had not condemned Job for 
a wicked man, but cenfured only his behaviour towards God 
in his afRicHon. 

Secondly , The Almighty now vindicates the Innocence of 
Job, by ftyling him three* times my fervant \ that is, my 
iincere worfhipper. 

Thirdly , The three falfe accufers are commanded to offer 
a facrifice in acknowledgment of their offence : To which is 
added the mortifying declaration, that their injured friend 
fhould make interce/Iion for them, and on that condition 
their facrifice fhould be accepted and their fin forgiven. 

Ver. g. The Lord alfo accepted fob ] that is, accepted his 
interceffion for his three adversaries ; and began his reflora- 
tion from the time of his performing that charitable office, as 
appears by the next verfe. 


c Not, ad Pfal. evii. 40, 


426 THE BOOK OF JOB. Ch-ap.XLII, 

10. Then God began thomourner to reftore. 

And gave, and doubled what he gave before. 

11. His brethren, fillers, friends, a cheerful band. 
With golden gifts in each faluting hand, 
Crowded his houfe *, on the rich feaft regal’d, 
■Condol’d his forrows,/his deliv’rance hail’d. 

12. Job now, beyond his forrrjer blefiings bleft. 
Number’d twice o’er the wealth he firft pofiefs’d: 

13. Seven 

Ver. 10 — 17. And the Lord turned , &c.] Here we have an 
account of Job’s reftoration to a ftate of profperity far fupc- 
rior to that from which he had fallen, of his enjoyment of 
it to a very great old age, and of his peaceful conclufjon of 
the fcene in an eafy death. 

Vcr. 10. turned the captivity , &c.] This feems to have 
been a proverbial phrafe for a happy reverfe of condition. 
For certainly it here includes all that God did for this ex¬ 
cellent man; and among other bleflings, giving him a new 
family of children equal in number to thole he had loft. 

Ver. ir. every man alfo gave , &c.] It was an ancient 
cuftom, which is ftill obferved in the eaft, never to vifit a 
perfon of diftin&ion without paying him the compliment of 
a prcfent. It is uncertain whether one kind of prefent made 
to Job on this occafion, was a Jheep or a piece of money r that 
had the figure of a fheep {lamped upon it. 

Ver. 12. fourteen thoufandJhccp y 5 cc.j Michaelis s remarks, 
that this cxadl doubling of his former poffcflions, and alfo 
giving him exactly the fame number of children that he had 
before, looks more like fiction than hiftory. Such precifion 
is fcldom known in the ordinary courfe of things. 


_ f LXX. vu'.'ceoci an e-ivc Iamb. But by comparing 

Gen. xxxiii. ig. with Acts vii. 16. one would rather imagine it 
to have been fome fpecies of current coin, 
z In PraUtt. p. 176. 
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13. Seven fons his patriarchal fway rever’d 

His houfhold cares three lovely daughters cheer’d y 

14. Diftinguifh’d each, by fome exprefllve name, 

15. All grac’d with beauty of unrival’d fame : 

And each beyond a daughter’s dowry fhar’d. 

For each the portion of a brother heir’d. 

16. Twice feventy years, from this bright sera, fhed 
Health and pure joys upon his favour’d head : 
His children’s children flourifh’d at his fide, 

17. Then, full of days, in hoary peace he dy’d. 
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APPENDIX. 


NUMBER I. 

Queries and Obfervations concerning the Author 
of the Book of Job ; in order to determine whe¬ 
ther he was an Arabian, or a Hebrew Propfyet, 

I N the narrative part of this book, that is to fay 7 
the firft and fecond chapters, and the eleven lalt 
verfes of the concluding chapter (all which are written 
in prole) the name Jehovah , the Lord, is ufed no 
lefs than twenty-fix times. But in the poem, which 
begins with the third chapter and endeth with the 
fixth verfe of the forty-fecond chapter, this name oc¬ 
curred only in chap, xxxviii. 1. and xl. 1, 3, 6. and 
xlii. 1. where the writer fpeaks in his own perfon ; and 
once in the dialogue of the poem, chap, xii 9. where 
this name is put into the mouth of Job : The band cf 
Jehovah (the Lord) hath done this . Thus (lands the 
fact, on which we may ground the following queries 
and remarks: 

I. Why is the name Jehovah fo cautioufiy avoided 
in the dialogue of the poem ? 

The reafon, I think, mud be, that the perfons of 
the dialogue, being Arabians , were not acquainted 
with this appellation of the Supreme Being, which was 
peculiar to the Hebrew nation. If then the author of 
the poem was an Arab, no wonder that he did not ufe 

this 
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this name of God in framing his dialogue. If the 
author was a Jew, he has lhewn great judgment in 
fiich exaft attention to propriety of character in his 
Ipeakers. ■— 

II. How happened it, that this name, Jehovah , is 
found once in the dialogue, and there in the mouth of 
Job? 

This muft have happened, furely, either through a 
miftake of the fcribe or a flip .of the author. If the; 
former was the cafe g , the author of the poem mightbe 
an Arabian, t and a different perfon from the writer of 
the hijlcry . But if the name Jehovah flipped into the 
dialogue through cafual inattention of the author* 
it will follow, I prefume, that the poet and hiftorian 
were one perfon, and he a Jew . For how fhall we 
account for fuch a lapfe *, otherwife than by fuppofing 
the life of the name Jehovah to have been fo habi¬ 
tual to this writer, that in fpite of all his caution it 
did for once, improperly, fall from his pen ? 

III. If the author of the whole book was not an 
Hebrew and a reputed prophet, how ihall we account 
for its admiffion into the canon of the Hebrew Scrip¬ 
tures ? The Hebrew nation was exceedingly jealous 
pf its religious prerogatives. Unto them were com - 
milted the Grachs cf God . Would they have inrolled 
in their facred volume a poem written concerning a 
foreigner by a foreigner ? 

IV. But how came this wary and judicious writer 
to put the name Jehovah three times into the mouth 


e Perhaps the learned Dr. Kennicott’s various legions, when 
the world (hall be favoured with that invaluable labour, will de¬ 
termine this queftion. 

of 
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of Job the Arabian , in the narrative part of his work, 
chap. i. 21 ? 

Perhaps he judged, that the laws of hiftory are not 
fo fevere in this particular as the laws of a dramatic 
poem* 

V. Doth not the Jlyje of the poem indicate its origin 
from an bthrew pen ? 

This poem, after the manner of all the hebrew 
poems- \ is broken into fhort periods, con fitting, in 
general, of 'two fhort fentence9 ;■ the latter of which 
corrcfponds to the former* either as fynonimous 
with it, or antithefis to it, or agreeing in the number 
and difpofition of the words. Till therefore the 
learned produce a very old Arabian poem, in the fame 
caft of ftyle with this ; may we not juftly fuppoie, 
that a hebrew poet was the author of the -poem in the 
book of Job ? 

VI. Doth the language of th^ poem prove die writer 
to have been an Arabian ? 

There are, I confefs, many words, phrafes, and 
idioms in this compofition, which appear no where 
elie in the hebrew bible : Neither can they be ex¬ 
plained without the afliflance of the Chaldee, Syriac, 
and Arabic dialects. The Arabic, more efpecially, 
has preferved thofe and many other remains of the 
primitive tongue. But, I apprehend, the argument 
only proves die great ability and ad^refs of this au¬ 
thor. He was perhaps matter of the old language \ 
and the perfons of his dialogue being known to have 
lived in very early times, he has given a venerable 
antique air to his poem, by making them ipeak the 
language which was fpoken in their days. 

h See that learned and elegant work, Bp. Lowth’s P rebel ion <■ on 
the fa. red poetry of the Hebrews^ p. yy. 3vtl* 

8 NUM- 
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NUMBER II. 


An inquiry into the notion of Sheol in the book 

of Job. 



TRST y Sheol is reprefented to be 
fpace, vaft and deep. 


a portion of 


Chap. xi. 8. It [the counfel of God) is as high as 
heaven what canft thou do ? deeper than hell 
(Sheol) what canft thou know ? 


Secondly, Sheol is fpoken of as the common recep¬ 
tacle of human fouls after death. 


Chap. vii. g. As the cloud is confumed y and vanijhetb 
away \ fo he that goeth down to the grave (Sheol) 
Jhall come up no more. 

Job defired earneftly to be there : 

Chap. xiv. 13. O that thou wouldjl hide me in the 
grave y (Sheol) &c. 

The wicked alfo go down thither: 

Chap. xxi. 13. In a moment they go down to the grave 
(Sheol). 

xxiv. 19. Drought and heat confume the fnew-waters: 
fo fhould the grave (Sheol) thofe which have 
finned . 

Thirdly^ This region of difembodied fouls feems to 
be placed in the bowels of the earth, under the great 
abyfs : 

Chap, xxvi, 5, 6. The Rephahn are in angufo under 
the waters , together with their families. Hell 

(Sheol) 
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(Sheol) is naked before him y &c. See the note 
on this paflage. 

I apprehend, that this paflage not only determines 
the ficuation of Sheol ; but alio implies, chat wicked 
fouls are in a ftate of fufFering there, and consequently 
are feparated from the good : whole refidence there¬ 
fore is luppofed to be in a different part of this Subter¬ 
raneous region. Thus Virgil, in the fixth book of 
his JEneid , place th the Eh fan fields and Tartarus in 
the bowels of the earth, but allotteth to each a fepa- 
rate fituation. Thus like wile the Chaldee Paraphrafe 
(Job xxviii. 6.) divides Sheol into Gehenna and Para - 
dife 7 and reprelenteth both to be under ground. 

It feems to h ive been a very ancient opinion among 
the Hebrews, that the dwelling cf unbodied fouls is 
within the earth : For in 1 Sam. xxviii. 13. the witch 
of Endor fays to Saul, I faw the judge (Samuel, 
ver. 14.) afcending out of the earth . 

I beg the favour of the reader to turn back to the 
note on chap, xxxviii. 16, 17. 

Fourthly , It appears to me doubtful, whether Job 
and his friends believed good fouls in Sheol to be in a 
ftate of confcioufnefs and enjoyment. The contrary 
opinion feems implied in chap. xiv. 13. 

0 that thou wouldfl hide me in Sheol , that thou 
woitldfi keep me fecret , until thy wrath be paj} y 
that thou wouldjt appoint me a fet time , and re¬ 
member me! See the note, 

The famous paflage however chap. xix. 25—26. leads 
one to imagine, that they expected fome future pe¬ 
riod ; when the fouls of good men will be removed 
out of Shed into a more happy licu’ation. 

F f 
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It is not my bufinefs to impugn or defend thefe 
notions, but only to trace out the ideas affixed to the 
word Sheol in my author. If the reader defires a more 
enlarged view of the Hebrew notions of the ftate of 
the dead, he will meet with full fatisfaftion in the in¬ 
genious Mr. Peters’ Critical Differ tali on on the book of 
Job. And if he would be entertained with an account 
of the conformity between the Sheol of the Hebrews 
and the Hades of the Greeks, let him penile Winder’s 
learned treatife de Vita Fun tier urn Statu . 

Daftly^ The fepulchral grot , being a part of the 
world of death, is fometimes called Sheol. I think, 
Sheol is rightly rendered the grave chap. xvii. 13—it>, 
(fee the note) and that this is the land of darknefs de¬ 
scribed v/ith fuch folemn horror chap. x. ii, 22. 

The foregoing account of the fituation of the 
manfion of louls departed, may perhaps be thought 
inconfiftent v/ith what Solomon lays in Ecclefiaft. iii. 
% 1. Who knowcth the fpirit of man that goeth upward\ 
and the fpirit of the be aft that go eth downward to the 
earth ? But theie words, I apprehend, relate not at all 
to-the habitation of departed fouls; but either (1) to 
their epciftence after death “ Who confiders the great 
difference between a human fpirit and that of a beaft ? 
the former is immortal, the latter perifheth with its 
body.” Or (2) the exprefllons relate to the account- 
ablenefs of human fouls to God : “ Who confiders 
that the fpirit of man returneth to God who gave it, 
to render account of the deeds done in the body ? 
whereas be a Its are not free agents, not therefore under 
moral government, nor fubjc&s of reward or punifh- 

mV*'” 
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number ui. 

Explication of Chap. six. 25, s6 3 27. 

Ver. 25. pO R I know my redeemer is the living 

one : and he the Laji will over the duji 
rife tip . 

Ver. 26. And my Jkin , which is thus tern, lhall be¬ 
come another : and in my fiejh J fhall fe$ 
God . 

Ver. 27. Whom I floall fee^ even mine eyes fhall be - 
hold , £« yfrfc and 'not eft ranged, my 
reins are con fumed within me . 

Some interpreters underftand this famous paffage, 
Of a temporal falvation. But Job had all along de- 
fpaired of fuch a deliverance. Even after uttering 
thefe words, he continued in the fame defpair. See 
the note on chap. xxx. 23, 24. Moreover, Elihu ad- 
drefleth to him as a perfon ftill without hope of a re* 
covery. See the note on chap. xxxv. 14* xxxvi. 20* 
This therefore cannot be the true interpretation of 
the words. 

Neither can they be juftly applied to the manifeft- 
ation of God in his favour, which is related chap, 
xlii, 7, 8. For that manifeftation is not faid to have 
been a viftbU one : and if it were, Job faw it not. It 
was made to Eliphaz alone. 

Neither can this paffage be referred to God’s ap¬ 
pearance to Job himlelf in the poem . For the whole 
defign of that appearance was to reprimand and hum¬ 
ble him. There is not the mod diftant hint in the 
Almighty’s fpeech of an intention to vindicate and 
reftore him. 


F f 2 
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In fhort, thefe words are no anticipation of the 
hiftory which is iubjoined to the poem ; much lefs of 
the cataflrophe cf the poem itfclf: for the cataflrophe 
of the poem is Job’s repentance. See the note on 
chap. xlii. 1 —0. 

It remains therefore, that in this pafTage the good 
man is fupporting himlclf, under a heavy load oi ca¬ 
lumny and oilier afflictions, by the faith of a rejurrec- 
tion from the grave and a future judgment ; when his 
innocence fhould be fully cleared and his integrity 
amply rewarded. 

Let us now examine the foregoing verfion of thefe 
words. 

Ver. 2*5. my redeemer , &c.J The term redeemer de¬ 
notes in general a deliverer '. The fenfe in which Job 
llyles Gqd his redeemer or deliverer mud be deter¬ 
mined by the nature of the deliverance defc^ibed in 
the words that follow. 

The epithet the living one k is a title of the fu- 
preme Being, exprefiing his eternity; as likewile the 
other epithet the Laft ’. Thefe titles have a peculiar 
propriety and emphafis here; on fuppoiition that Job 
is fpeaking of the refurredtion and final judgment. 

The dttfl fignifies the grciDe y in chap. xvii. 16. By 
a common figure of fpecch it is put for them who dwell 
in tkedujl, the dead. Tfalm xxx. 9. Shall the dnfi praife 
thee ? Shall it declare thy truth ? 

The 


- 'bm It is rendered by LXX. 0 ik^vuv He that Jhall 

deliver me ; by the Chaldee, tny deliverer. 

■ k *n. J XX. unra cj eternal. Sec Dent, XXXii. 40. Jcfiiua iii. 10, 
In thd original. 

1 pnnK the Lajl> Ifaiah xliv. 6. 
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The exprefilon Jhall rife up prefents to us an idea 
of God afting in the capacity of judge of the world* 
It is ufed again, and, if I miftake not, in reference to 
the general judgment, chap. xxxi. 14. What then 
/hall I do when God rifetb up ? The phrafeology feems 
to be derived, as Mr. Peters oblerves, from the cuflom 
among human judges to ft and up when they pronounced 
fentence. Here then Job declares his belief, that the 
everlafting God will mile the dead and judge them. 


Ver. 26. And my Jkin , which is thus torn n , &c.] 
According to this trandation, which is taken from the 
learned Michaelis, Job here compares his body in its 
prelent (late, torn and mangled by his ulcerous difeafe, 
with the advantageous renovation of it at the refur- 

O * m 0 

rection. By feeing Ccd he means, I apprehend, ieeing 
God with the vifual organ of the new refurred:ion 
body: for he fays in my fiefb, that is, in my body % 
I fo all fee God . When it is faid, that Nadab and 
Abihu and feventy of the Elders of Ifrael faw the 
God of Ifrael , it is explained of a vifible rep refen tation 
of the divine majefly : and there was under his feet , 


as 


m nsnopj nimrun Thu great critic Michaelis in his 
notes on the Prelections (p. 211. 8vo«) reads ahber alius , inftead cf 
abbar foft, pojlquam ; and nikpah lateratio , inftead of 

His tranfiation is. Alia erit <.uia mea, bate laccratio, i, e. hsec inca 
cutis, mera jam laceratio (qualis eflb in elephantiafi folet) alia 
lane nova fiet. He obierves from Schultens that the verb *)?\ in 
Arabic fignifies the laceration of the Jkin . Mr. Heath remarks, 
that nap} in Hebrew is ufed for a rent in Ifaiah iii. 24. But l 
fee no occafion to change which may as well be rendered is 

torn, as jehdepuhu (they jhall drive hr?n ) be rendered 

he is driven, chap, xviii. 18. If however a nominative, or agent, 
mult be fupplied, it may be worms ; which worms have thus torsi . 
*l*p} in Arabic fignifies, exefus a teredint , worm eaten, Vid. 
Caltell. Lex . HtfT I s an adverb thus,/c, in f kis manner, Gen. xliv. 
17. as Mr. Heath obferves. 
n Caftellio, ex meo corpora . 
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ss it were a paved work of a fapphire ftone , and as it 
were the body of heaven in his clearnefs Job expefted 
to behold the glorious vifible reprefentcftion in which 
the Deity will manifeft himfelf when he (hall come to 
raife and judge the dead. 1 his, I think* is the facei 
and//£^y},orreprefentation, of God which the Pfalm- 
ift alio hoped to behold; Pfalm xvii. 15. As for me, 
I Jhall behold thy face in righteoufnefs: I Jhall be fa tif¬ 
fed, when I awake, with thy likenefs . 

Ver. 27. IVhom I Jhall fee , even mine eyes , &rc.] This 
is not fuperfluous repetition. It is a more emphatical 
and explicit declaration of his faith, that in a re-tm- 
bodiedfate he Ihould fee the glory of God. 

on my fide ? , and not eft ranged q ] By the former ex- 
preflion on my fide , or for me, lie means the protection 
and blefiing which he fhall receive from God in the 
future judgment. By the latter expreflion he repre- 
fents God’s prefent feeming alienation from him. Afto- 
nilhing is the force of a good confidence, that could 
enable him, under fuch prodigious difeouragements, 
to entertain a confidence in God fo fublime as this. 

my reins , &c.] This phrafe denoteth vehement and 
almoft infupportable defirc. It is equivalent to the 
Pfalmilt’s language, My foul faint eth for thy fahation \ 
The word there rendered faintetb , is the fame which 
is here tran dated are confttmed . 

It 


0 Exod. xxiv. 10, u. 

p 1*7 for me , on my fide . PfaJ. Ivi. 10. xciv, 16 . cxviii. 6. 
Mr. Heath. 

q tftranged. It is rendered a Jiranger ver. 15. It may how¬ 
ever be the participle of the verb which is tranflated ver. 17. 
is ftrange . Comp. Pf. lxix. 8. (heb. 9.) It fignifics in the Targura 
on Pf. xliv. 19. averfus, alienated in aJfeQion* 

' Pfal. cxix. 81. 
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It will, perhaps, be afked, how Job knew all the 
foregoing particulars. I anlvver, The prophecy of 
Enoch 5 revealed a future judgment. The murder of 
Abel fuggcfted the idea of a reward for the righteous 
in another world : and Enoch’s tranilatica led direftly 
to the belief, that good men will enjoy the felicity of 
that better world in an embodied ftate. That pro¬ 
phecy and thole fads, we may reafcnably fuppofe, 
were preferved in the Abrahamic family. Job’s defcenc 
from that family, or connexions with it, might bring 
him to an acquaintance with all thcfe important 
truths. His own obfervations on the unequal diftri- 
butions of Providence here, confirmed his faith : and 
the teftimony of confcience to his integrity, allured him 
of his own glorious intereft in thefe great futurities. 

if the above explication of this paflage does not 
fatisfy the reader, 1 mull refer him to the excellent 
defence of it by Mr. Peters in his Critical Dijfertaticn . 


* Jude, vex. 14, 15. 
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\An attempt to reft ore the original text in 

chap, xxxvi. 14. 

T N this paflage, as it ftands in the prefent Hebrew 

text, a zi'crd is manifeftly miffing % which is how¬ 
ever preferved in the Septuagint verfian. 

cmpm nm nan 

p’EHpn [ ] arm 

KttcQuvoi toivvv su veoTyri rj 
0L ^ T0)V • 

H Se £a>y ccutcov 

V7to a,yyz\o)v. 

Firfti The loft word, anfwering to TiT$u<rKop.tvr iy 
I take to be confojfa. For is rendered by 

LXX. TeTpupevog confoJJ'us in Numb. xxxi. 19. Jofhua 
xi. 6 , in the Aldine and Complutenfian editions. 

Secondly , Inftead of kedejhm the unclean , LXX. reac} 
kedojhim the holy beings : for they render it uyysXutv 
the angels , as the word with thofe vowels fignifie§ 
chap. v. 1. xv. 15. compared with iv. 18. See alfo 
Dan. iv. 17. 23. (Heb. ver. 14, 20.) and Jude ver. 14. 

The 


3 It is certain, fays a learned and fenfible writer, that feveral 
letters and Tome whole words of the old tcllamcnt have been loll 
by the negligence of tranferibers. EJj'«y for a new tranfation of the 
hble } by R H. 1702. p. 25. 

The word is dropt in the hebrew Pf. xi. 4. but is preferved 

hy the LXX. t.v Alfo a whole hemiltich is loll in Pf. 

xiii. 6. which likewife is found in LXX. as Bp. Lowth has re¬ 
marked. See Merrick’s Annotations, p. 15, 19. 
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The text thus reftored, and the tranflation, will be 
as follows i 


&&& "iwn nan 
tu’trrpa [n l ? 1 ?n] Drvm 

Their breath dieth in youth , 

And their life |_?V dejlroyed j by the holy beings. 

Thus the correfpondence between the two nlembers 
of the period, fo ufuai in the hebrew poetry, is re¬ 
covered : For now nbbn anfwers to HED* as well as 
crvn to But ftill D’tJMpn does not tally 

with I am inclined therefore to follow Schul- 

tens, in tranflating cum excuffione with jhaking 

out l , i. e. with violence. The holy beings correfpond 
to the violence , as they are the minifters of it. So 
then a violent death, inflifted by angels, is defcribed 
in this paflage. And now the tranflation will be. 

Their breath dieth by violence , 

And their life is dejlroyed by the holy beings. 

The notion that the angels are employed by Pro¬ 
vidence to inflicft death upon mankind, probably took 
its rife from the well-known deftrudtion of Sodom and 
the cities of the plain by their miniftry. 

This notion is referred to, if I miftake not, chap, 
xxxiii. 22. His foul drawetb near to the grave , and his 
life to the deftroyers , that is, the deftroying angels. The 
hebrew word is DTIftE rendered by the Vulgate mcr- 
tiferis. The Seventy indeed turn it ev ccdy. But in 
their verfion, or rather paraphrafe, of the firft fen- 

tence 


1 In chap xxxviii. 13. the verb i n biiphal Is rendered to he 
jhaken out , and is there ufed of a violent death by the hand of 
human juilice. 
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tencc of the next verfe, we find traces of the fame 
opinion : zctv oxri x&ioi ocyyehoi 6otvctT7i<popoi, £.$■ 
ccvTfjJv a [Mf Tp wry} a,vjov y Although they6 be a thousand 
angels who inflifi deaths let not one of them wound him . 

This notion kept its ground among the Jews. For 
in the Apocryphal Hifiory of Sufannahj Daniel fays to 
one of the two elders, ver. 55. even now the angel of 
God hath received the fentence of God to cut thee in two ; 
and likewife to the other, ver. 59. the angel of God 
waiteth with the fword to cut thee in two y that he may 
dejtroy thee . 

To conclude, This fword of the defir eying angel is, 
I apprehend, alluded to in chap, xxxiii. 18. and 
xxxvi. 12. and in Pfal. xxxv. 5, 6; 
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